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| Moſt profitable for all ſortes of People, | 


whoe ſeeke their ſalvation. 
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'| which & to be obtayned in this life , conſiſts not, 

' | inthe being able to prenent or auoid miſeries, and 

| croſſes , which daily occarre ; but inthe patient 
1 . | 

| aud humble acceptation and ſufferance thereof. 


| not being encountred and croſſed, ſome in 
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J233 We finde in that divine booke 
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D OF CHRIST : The felicitie, 


For indeede, there is no ſuch thing as the 
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one kinde, and ſome in another; ſome , by 


deſolations of minde; ſome by infirmitics 


of bodie; ſomeby want of temporall mca- | 
|| nes,fome by vnkindeneſle of freinds; ſome 
| by detraction againſt fame, ſome by {uites 


4] inlaw; and ſomeby perſecution for Reli- 
7 gion. For theſe things lye as fo manic | 
4 tnares , whereby to intrappe our patience, | 
|| 11 this great Hoſpitall of the world; and, 
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ſome men are ſubje& ro more of them, and. 
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at oNe time or other ,is not ſubicect to ſue 
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 nextlife, buttoe! 


 kinde of heauen in the crowde of trouble, 
not to be ouerweighed with the burthen, 
but to accept, & be conteni wikthe good 


ration of the Paſſion of « Chriſt our Lord, 
& to know and feele in our very harts, the 
{ubſtantiall & ſauoric trath of that fining 


2lorious thing for a man 10 ſuffer m_ ys then 
to raigne with him. 
| But now, as this dodvine is itn fo 


ſome tO fe; wer : but there 15no man, Who; 


The bulineſſe therefore muſt be , to ſap-|| 
| porte both fach as Almighty God, Shal 18 
either ſend for the punishmcr of our "other 13 
 {innes, or for the greater Puri cation and? 
| perfection of our owne foules; or for the|\; 
 aduancemetr ofhis owneglory otherwiſe: | 
and ſuch others allo, as for the greater pu- 4 
nischmenr of wicked men, he shall permit þ 
| them ro inflict vpon vs; and to ſupporte |} 
them ſo, through the fauour of God,os nor | 
 onely thereby not to forteite heauen inthe ji 

Gble-vs in the midit of 
all our miferies, to obraine a kinde of hea-| 
uen, euen in this. For I accounc it to bea |: 


will of God, and to aſpirerowards an imi-| 
faying of S. Iean Chritoſtome : 1t 7s a more ||; 


the leſſon, whereby weare to learneir, is |{ 
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| ; "7 "ing therefore We tehall doe well tO | 
| And for my parte I muſt confeſſe, that 1 
18 haveneuer mettin anie Authour , ih {o 
| Manie, {o weightie , lo eaſfie, and practica- 
jj ble conſiderations ; "and inducemenits ro-]- 


| ioyfull fufferance of all thoſe croſles and. 
| aflictions, which can finde the way to vs. 


'A{ thar we may be the better taught, to beare 


| lam conkidently perſwaded, that beſides 


-{ finde therein otherwiſe. for his delight and | 


So thathe will owea diligent, and deuour | | 
reading to this Collection; ifnot for the | |. 
| Author's or Tranſlator's ſake, yerarleaſt, | | 
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vie is beſt meanes, we can.to take it out. | | 


Wards not onely the patient, bur even the | 


inthis world,asare delivered by FATHER 
AVILA in (his Epiſtles ; whereof haue 
ſelected the chiefe , and choice, and made | 
them iſpeake with our tongue ; tothe end, 


thoſe burthens of affliction , which may 
otherwiſe proue too hard and heauie, for 


our {oft shoulders offlech and bloud. And 
the entertainement, Which tne reader will 


guit ;zit Will be impoſſible for him , ro haue | 
had , or haue a crofle of anie inde, for 
which he shall not heere finde ſtore of re- 
medies,and comforts brought to his hand. 
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: [all ourdefires will be at an end; polleſhing him 


'| make , who Looſes that which may be inte- 


4 LETTER OF THE 
Authour 'oa decte freind of bg. FE c] 
Shewes how great blindenes it is to 


looſe eternall bliſſe for temporal! 


HE peace of our Lord Teſ#s 
Chriſt, be ever with you. I recei- 
ned aletter of yours ſome dajes 
- paſt, written in Sewill; whereof 
' though 1 were very gladd, yet. 
Should I hate reioyced much 
more, to be there to enioy your conuerſation, 
which I haue {oelong defired.I beſeech Chriſt, 


that wee may {ce one another in heauen, where 


who is the true fulfilling of them all, 

Sir I would extreamely defire, that the ſinoa- 
ke of theis temporall things , did not blinde our 
harts, and hinder ys from the fight of ſuch as 
are eternall. What an ill exchange doth hee 


!tourly poſlefled, and which indeedeis the true 


fruite; for that which is exteriour, and which is 
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| inthe hands of her, whoe would haue robbed 


| caltonto vs of finne, wee are to eſtraunge our 
ſelues from it, and to cutt it of, leaſt otherwiſe 


— 


l all. - 
| ©O errourof the ſonnes of men ; and who 
| hath thus deccined them , and whoe {ſhall be 


then of his conſcience; and who puts the ſoule 
in hazard, to ſecure the life of his body. Not 
foe, © 


whoe to ſecure his chaſtity, left his vper garmet 


him of that treaſure.Itis the ſentence of Chriſt 
our Lord , that if our right eye be an occaſion to vs of 
nnne , wee muſt pluck it out and caſt it from vs, The 
right eye , 1s the loue which we carry towards 
goods,or honour, or life, or freinds;which, if by 
the inordinate aboundance thereof,it be an oc- 


you men, not ſoe, but rather as loſeph did; | 


I Ep. 1. 
[noe better then the hell, orcruſt. Woe be to 
that man, who hath more care of his goodes, | 


ae 


[we be e{traunged from God. 


Wee muſt love nothing ſoe well, as that wee 


{ may not treade it vnder foote, if it hinder vs 


{from being well with God. There is noe ſuch 


—_— 4 


thing, as holding freindſhip with that ſouerai- 
one king, but onely ſuchaman as will confeſle, 
that . heauen is had very cheape , though it 
thould chance to coſt him his life. They who 
will thinke to comply both with their owne 
proper affeQions,and with the loue alſo of our 
Lord, arc mightily deceiued, For theis men lowe 
not God, but ſoe as they alſoe love many other 
things, whereas God will be loued, aboue them 
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able to vnbeguile them 2 who hath pluckt out 
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| ſuggeſtion of vice,and in the diſpleaſure of our | 
Lord 2 W ho ſhall be able to make thein ynder- } 


| Is not perhaps the freindſhip of God, which is 


EPISTUEE "© Ep. 1. 


ho .. — 


RE iti C— —— — 
teeircyesto leadethem blinde-fould,inaringe | 


like another Sampſon, liuing according to the: 
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ſtand that they are ſtranngely deceiued in ſee- 
king riches in the firſt place, and vertue, in aſe- 
cond, Yea and if it ſoe fall out, that both of 
them cannot be kept , men are content to be 
without vertue , foe that they may not be with. 
out money. And thus pur they l[1gbr , into the 
place of darkenes; and darkenes into that of l:gh- 
O that our Lord would open the eyes of theis 
men ! and how bitterly would they weepe, 
ſeeing how badd exchaungersthey had beene? | 


obteyned by the exerciſe of vertue, of more va- 
lew, then all therett of things, which can be: 
withed2 Are not perhapps the commanndememts| 
of God mare worthy to be aefired then thouſands "l 
gold and filner2 where ſhall we finde a true paire 
of ſcales to weigh euery thing out, for uit as 
much as it is; that ſoe we may not thus foreuer 
live inlyes, 

Men fly as farre as they cann from being de- 
ceived, in their temporall ſtates. But why fly 
they not with'greater diligence from being de- 
ceiued in ſome what els, which imports them 
more? They complaine it they be coſened in 
halfe the worth of any thing, which they areto 


| 


them, but they will needes be ſeeking a remedy 


buy ; yea and there is noe meanes to appeaſe | 


againſt that abuſe. And yer they are very ready, | 
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| and ſay I am deceiucd, let ſoc greata wrong as | 


{ 


l good, it withall your ſelues be kad: 2 work 


| betweene their fingers: ; and yet, there is neuer q 


| not tobe acknowledgedin the {1ght of G od? 
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Ep.T. J Þ 
to hoof their ſoules for alittle gaine, or foran 3 
act of murmurring , or ſome other {inne. And 


we cannot ſoc much as preuaile with them, to | © 
the end thatthey may haue ſome feeling of i it, | 1% 


this,beremouecd. n 
That ſoule, O men which you are looſ: ing, is 
more worth then all that which can be given 
you , in exchaunge thereof ; what doe you gett 
by gayning it all, if youlooſe yourſelues alone? 
what doth it orofitt you to ſee cuery body 


Tekin profitt you, to gaineand growe great in | 
point of fortune, with preiudice to your ſou- | 
les? and to be mighty in theſight of men, but 
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The day will come, infallibly it will come, 
when God wall deſtroy all them whoe worke iniquity; 
and for what then will that ſerue, to which 
they haue molt pretended heere 2 O day of gj- | 
uing accounte forall the daiesof our Nice how | 
licele art thou conlidered , and ther efore how 
little art thou feared. And men, inthe meane | - 
tyme runne, with the bridle looſe, and intheir | 
teeth, for the oathering of this little miſcrable ; 
flower which ſoc quickly Fades, and they ſee |: 

with their very eyes,thatitis euen ſlipping Rees 3 


want of ſome body, who hath a minde tohould |: 4 


 faſt-this world "whilt {til] it 1s flying foeedity 


from them. 


_Sirourrrue repoſe,and our kingdome, is not » 
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to be had in this world. What is.this life, but a 
way from our owne houſes reaching to the pla- 
ce, where theeues delire to cutt our throates; 
fince euery. day we walke on more and more, 
and it is noe whether els, but towards death; | 
Now who would be ſoe abſurdly inconfidera- | 
te , as that when he were to be conducted to: 
execution, and that much haſt were yſed to dil- 
patch him, the delinquent ſhould yer, fall into 
oreat aflictis, becauſe he were not ſumptuoully 
cladd;or who in ſuchacaſe, would attend to 
buſy himſelfe about hearing ſome relation of 
the liues of others, or would delight himfeltfe, 
with looking vpon ſome publick entertaine- 
ment and paſtime 2 Or would put himſelfeto 
ſtudy what the reaſon might be, why men put 
not of their hatts to him,, with a good grace? 
And yet how many doe wee ſee ( through our 
{1nnes ) depriued of all ſenſe, who ( gocing, as 
we all doe, to thatreſting place of their graues; 
yea and running faſter thither, then any arrow 
flyes out of a bowe, )doe yer detaine themſelues 
fooliſhly, ſome ypon fine cloathes;others, vpon 
| a certaine paltry ſmoake of honour,and others, 
who grow angry at the hart, becauſe uſt that 
which they defire, is not done. And yet thoſe 
very things which they deſire, are neither ſuch 
as helpe them to obtaine true felicity , nor hin- 
der them from falling into eternall miſery. 
Whatin the name cf God, is this which hath 
ſoeblinded vs, as that we ſhould make Tyme of 
Eternity, and Eternitie of I'yme 2 For ſoe hau 


l———. 


Ct ous 1 


* __ © a Wy ” « 
AT Er TL ERECT eo <p anos wen A BarF > 3 y orrpn 
we Ins ws Eu -—_— 


We # jedi A A es AE. Meg: 
5 —_— © 


tee either ets nn nin 


YT TN 3 com enteteltmnpdat——neco Gin 


pO ER 


— 


mtihbeac cs = Vdwnes WS a ARCs | hes 12 es ame. as Coro es - FS ein oa 


DE as 


I. Coy 


SPIRITYALL | Ep. 


or at. A. co a. a 


men en deſpiſed that etcrnall blifle which God 


| hath prepared for them in heanen; as if it were 


but temporall ; and foe haue they lodged all their 
loue ypon this tranſitory world, as if this were 


the thing which is eteraall. How few are there | 


 onearth, whoe pale through it, like ftxaungers, 
4s S, Peter ſaith we muſt and who faſten theis | 
harts vpon the Future, as vpon their Cute, and| 
true place of reſt? Let the tongue fay whar i ith 
will, but ogr workes proclayme vs to be C:tt:-} 
zens ofthis world, fince we extreamely deſire, j 
tobe accommotated, and cxaltcd heere, and fo 

| 
take noe care though we thould be bur as | 
{traungers in the NEXT world. Perhaps we arc| 
growne to be of opinion, that the kingdome 
of heauen may be obteyned without any great 
labour, or care. Bur thertruth is,thar eucti they | 
who take moſt paines,will finde that ſtill they 


haue enough to doce,& thaz ftill they muſt con- 


tinuein doubt, hehe it will {eruethe turne, 


| Or ROC; .and wha then will become of the revs, 


 lefle perſon, but thax he will be ſure to looſe it? 


this Prize, but they onely , who runne beſt. 


Our life is a very match of wraſtling, and he | 


| whoe wraſtles as the Apoſile faith, muſt wholly 


vntye , and dil- hcl himſelfe that he may* 

gaine his crowne, Wee are running for a wager, | 
and the Prize, is noe lefle then the kingdome of 

heauen, Yet not all they ; who runne,, areto haue 
V/ hat a madd man were Tg who ſhould ſhac- 
k'ehis feete, and then thinke that he were to 
carry the Prize , which muſt be giuen to that | | 
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man whoe runnes a pace. And it is not alefle 
abſurde ſtrangething , that a man ſhould en- 
ſnare his ſoule, with the heauy aflictiss of fleſh 
and bloud, which permitt him not to flye yp, 
towards God. - | 
God commaundes that to him who ſhould 
ſtrike thee , vpon one of thy cheekes , thou 
{houldeſt turne the other, which is as much as 
to ſay ; that not onely thou mult not reuenge 
thy ſelfe, for the iniury receiued, but that thou 
art to keepe thy hart prepared, to endure an 
other , if it be giuen, and ſtillif another blowe 
be offered to turne the other cheeke; that is, to pre= 
pare thy felfe for enduring iniuries, more and 
more, in ſuch ſort, that the other may be ſoo- 
ner weary of doeing ill , then thou of ſuffering 
it, for thy goodnes is to be greater,then his mal- 
lice.But how then ſhall hee bee able, to make a 
ſpeedy courſe in this way , who is fettered in 
the chaines of worldly Honour which requires 
that we reuenge the iniuries which are done vs. 
For as S. Gregory ſaith , Nue man feeles the weight 
of dishonour, but he who loues hy ovone honour. And 
therefore if this loue be not laid a ſide ; how 
{hall we be euer able to ranne. 

If God commaund that wee muſt rather dye 
then committ a mortall ſinne, how ſhall we be 
able to comply with his will heerein , if wee 
| caſt not of the chaynes of that inordinate love 
which Wc carry to this life. Covetouſne: 15a Chaine, 
which permitts vs not to liuc in good neigh- 
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bourhood with others. Envy is a Charne , Anger iis | 
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roote of all thereſt, What a ſortiſh ching i is it 
therefore, for a man to thinke that hee, whoe 
aftects thoſe things which his owne will ſug- 
geſts,is able to runne that carriere,w herein the 
{eruantsof God mult runne, and whoe becauſe 
he contents himſelfe, thinkes that God will al- 


his owne falhion, will yet conceiue, __ he may 
live ſoe with God. 
__ Away,away,lettvs awake ar laſt, "Mp the lo- 
uc of God lett vs awake, before hell-fire awake 
vs.And lett vs knowe, that the kingdome of Gud 
5 a hidden treaſure / and that he who findes it 
muſt beſtowe all that he hath, ypon the pur- 
chaſe thereof, eſtceming himſelfe more happy 
and rich in this alone, then: in all things els. A 
man who hath a handle to gdine this Kingdo- 
me,is not bound to become bankr upt, or to be 
A beggar, but that which he needes i is , that for 
the loue of this kingdome, hee cutt wy, all occa- 
{ton of inordinate tag which he may carry to 
riches,and to honour, and to a delicate and de- 
lightfull life, and in fine to his owne proper will, 
Chriſt our ed will haue ys all naked, that foe 
we may runne on apace to bim , who dy ed na- 
ked for vs, That man is naked , who houlds his 


| life, and his honowy, laid ynder,and in ſubicCtion 


to che will of Chriſt our Lord , docing what 
Chriſt will,and not that, which' is ſuggeſted by 


pleaſure, or honour; a who makes as light 


| 
1 account of theſe chin, 45S if he had them not; 


{0 be contented wieh it, and who lung after | 
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| God; and ſooner throweit away, then offend 


:} all, to betrodden vpon, vnder foot; forſoche | 


,ra-| 


cauſe be loues life, as making that the end of 
his care;but be mult keepett, for theſeruice of 


\him. If he be to aparell himſelfe, he muſt not | 
take counſaile with yanity how he may be 
elteemed for his cloathes; but with the word of 
zur Lord which commaunds that we vſe them 
not with ſuperfluity , burfor the ſupply of iuſt 
aeceſity. And foe this kinde of man, doth not | 
nould himfelteto be hisowne, but as one who j 
oelongs wholly to God, He cares not, for what| 
 himſeife delires, but forthat which God com-| 
maunds.He layesall things,and himſelfe with- 


may hould God aboue his head, God com-: 
{ maunds and hee obeyes ; God diredts and hee 
ſubmitts;and as the ſhadow followes the body, 
| {oe hee followes the will of God. 
| Theisaretrue ſonnes of Obedience,to whome 
it 1s promiſed , that they ball fit at the table of 
| Ged; And that , as the true ſonne ſuffered by 
Obedience, and entred ſoe into his kingdome, 
{oe the adopted ſonnes muſt alſoc enter in, by | 
the ſame meanes, There is noe coulour of rea-| 


—— —— ——— 


lon why a man, for hauing obeyed the orders 


[bs 
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| of the great Turke , ſhould goe to aske a re- | 


| heere in obedience to their owne appetites 


| Lord, for hauing warned vs of this ſoe longe 


__—_— 


 thould it would be eaſy to make him this an- 


ward of the Chriftian Emperour + and yet if hec| 


ſweare, Let him pay you , whome you haue ſerned 
And ſoe will God an{weare them, whoe liued 


when they ſhall aske him that reward of 
glory. 
| Great thankes doe we owe to Chriſt our | 


before, that ſoe if we will thinke thereon, we | 


| Not euery one whoe [aith to mee Lord, Lord, Shall en- 


this, For the queſtion is not now , concerning 


| any earthly Kingdome , but the kingdome of | - 


heauen ; fince noe man enters thither but he 
who ſhall haue done the will of God. Let this 
therefore, beour ſtudy, let this be ourdiſcour- | 


 obſerue vigilantly , if we doe any thing which 
carryes not true conformitie, with the will of 


will not ſuffice, lett vscall vpon our Lord, that 
ace may aſliſt vs, Let vs acknowledge our 
 owne miſery, and let vs cordyally implore his 


mercie. Our lord who maſt helpe VS 15 noe 


may not finde our ſelues deceiued by him, who | ? 
foe dzerely loued vs. His aduertifſement is this. | | 


ter 1110 the kingdome of heauen , but he shall enter in | + 
who doth the will of my Father , who is in heaven. q 
What needc haue wee of any more , ſince the | * 
word of Chriſt our Lord can neuer faile? And | } 
| who is that man, who will not awake with | 


fe, let vs counſaile men to this, and let vs in fine | 


our Lord. And becauſtcour owne watchfulnes | 
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A indcede knock & call vpon him, infallibly he. 
© would anſ.yeare & open tovs. And he knocks 
1 ingee ir; who Kaocks both by prayer, & by the 


RY ocighbour, when he was called ypon by him; 
Fand whoe afliſted him in his neceſlities, and 


I from him. TY 


Faod runne this carriere, For happy arc thoſe la- 
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i ſuch per ay as that hecan deny kimſclfec ro ſuch | 
I. as {ecke him, with their harts. And if we did 


pr aſe of yertue. And he ſhall be heard when 


he calls, who was content to hearken to his | 


1 who pardoned his errours, and who neither did | 
Jillro him+., nor refuſed patiently to ſuffer ill | 


1 Thws te gencration of them who ſeeke our Lord, | 
4 and they shal [ finde him. Let vs therefore goe, 


Jbours, which are endured for the obteynintg 
I of this Crowne. And they ſhall ſoone paſle away, 
Jbut their reward isto laſt for euer. Let vs lay 
Jvp our treaſure there. It will be highly enough 

Ffor vs, to polleſie God ; and let vs not looſe our | 
.ſryme, for it was nor given vs to be loſt, But let 
vs live, tothe end that we may cuer liue; and 
| ſoc wee ſhall paſſe on, from contumely to glo- 
ry, from pouerty to plenty, from baniihmentto 
| our owne country , which we ſhall poſleſle 
1 through the eternities 'of all eterniues. Amcn, 


— 


————. 
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A letter to a certaine perſon , wherein 


” HE Infant Teſws whoe was borne for our 


ſings, which he brings, fince he tooke thoſe 


into the world ; ſoe poore, and ſoe frofen with 
cold, How much more cold this Infant ſuffers, 


| ſoe much more warme doth he cloath our harts | 
towards the loue of him. And by how much| | 


the more , we loue him, ſoe much the more 
doe we deſire to ſuffer for him, For loue flyes 
from taking eaſe; as from a thing which is very 
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z treated of the Loue of God tow-\\j 

arls man, and of that which hee |} 
' Wont to doe towaras the releife of |] 

our 172 tſert e. | 


good , make you partaker of the bleſ- 4 


miſeries ypon him to which we were ſubje&; | 
I beſeech him to giue you that lively fire of his |3 
lone, wherein you may burnevp with a quick |} 
flame; ſince to kindle this loue in vs, he came | 


4A 


af « a 


| 


contrary to the intention and end thereof, For | 
 whilelt others are ſeeking for libertie, and de- | 
| light, he whoe loues abhors this, and deſires || 
to becternally a ſlaue,and to be cuer labouring |* 
| for whome he loues. | 5s 1 
I pray you tell me., who conltrayned Al-|3 


mightie God to become man? noe other thing ſj 


x 
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| iYoſſe as he did. And then drew he all things to 
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but oneiy. Love: Who conſtrayned him ( fince 
there was noe remedy, but that he would be- 


ina country where he was a ſtraunger,and in- 
ſecde of a houſe, that it muſt needes be in a ſta- 

bie; and all this in oe great pouertie, and baſe- 
nes, that he well deferues compaſſion at our 
hand. Certainely noe other thing but Loxe 
could haue brought him as it were,all bound 


4 
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1} from heauen, tothe moſt pure wombe of our 
1] Blefled Lady, and from that wombe,it brought 


him to that hard manger, and fromthence, to 
many other affliqtions , and ſoe at laſt to the 
"roſſe, where louing vs with much truth of 
loue, he procured that we might truely loue 
him, as himſfelfe had ſaid before, If I be exalted 
rom the earth, I will draw all thinss vp to my felfe. 
*xalting from the earth, ſignifies ro dye ypon the 


himſelfe , by meanes of that mighty loue, 
which he Kindled in the hart of man, For, loo- 
king towards this true loucr, ſome haue beene 
content to forgett their countries, and to liue 
1n continual] pilgrimage;others to forſaketheir 
eltates,and to liue in pouerty; others haue offe- 
red themſelues to ſeuecrall afflictiogs, yea and to 


2| come man ) that he muſt needes be borne in 
4] foe hard and ſoe bitter a tyme of the yeare, and 


- 


_ 


| 


4 


\ 


death it ſelfe,defiring rather to ſuffer for Chriſt 
| our Lord then to þe delighted any way but in' 
him, And let his mercie be praiſed for cuer,for i 
that amongſt them , whoe through the noble | 

Toue of the Crucifix haue forgotten all their 
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fortunes and themſelues withall, your ſelfe is 
growne to be one, not of your ſelfe, but by him| 
| whoe workes his owne glorie in you, And] 
therefore: he will not leaue you in the weake| 
| hands of your ſelfe alone, fince he, & not you, | 
| begin the worke, 
{ You therefore my good lady , may well re- | 
| ioyce, you may reioyce in God, fince you ac | 
| well protected vnder a mantle which 1s both | 
ſoe ſoft, and ſoe fironge, Stronge to defence | 
you from your enemies, and from your ſelte, 


whoe are the greatel{t encmie you have ; and || 


v 
i. — — _ _ 


| tions; and to feele them , as if they were his | 


| is ſoe greately wounded with loue for you. |} 
How could our Lord haue expected &drawne, || 
or guarded , or ſuſteyned you, if he had not | 
loued you with great truth of loue > How is it |} 
poſlible that your ſinnes would not hane pro- |! 
, uoked him to wrath, if there had not beene as |! 
much loue in him, as ſerued to make him $hur |} 
his eyes towards them, and to open them tow- || 
ards the doeing you fauour ? 

But you will ſay, How come I to be foe happie, 
as that the eternall king should love mee , and for 
that reaſon should endure mee, and doe mee ſoe much 
good inſteede of i]. 1 will anſweare you , when 
you ſhall firſt hauetolde mee, why the fire bur- 
nes; and why the ſunne {hines ; and why the 
water refreſhes ; and why euery thing is en- 


F 4 


_ *dewed with his owne nature, And if you fay 


nn EE Is 


{ ſoft or ſweete to comfort you in your aflic- |} 


| owne, and to giue you part of his hart, which T7 
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| 


J 700d wee may enioye ; but the glorie muſt be 


his. For ſoe the angells ſuage when the bleſſed. Luke 2 


| 


the fire burnes becaule it is fire, {oe doe I alſoe 
rellyou , that becauſe God is God , therefore | 
doth hee loue vs freely , and ſhewes mercy to 
I {ſuch as deſerue it not. 


Jo hjm, becauſe he hath delivered vs with foe} 


Eon OT TOR iO Ln ET. 
REAL Ce AS Eta nn th 


4 who ſuſtaines vs, and crownes vs with mercy, 


Sen i eG ae 


4 which hee hath begunne. For he is wont to 
 haue the charge and care of any bulines , to 
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Our pride hath nothing, noe it hath nothing, | 


whereof to glory; but the ſhame, and diſho- 
nour, mult be ours, and the honour his, The 


Infant was borne; Glory be to God 1 the heauens, | 
and peace to men of good will, Lett vs giue the | 
olory to the Lord of vs all, for the mercies | 
which-we haue received at his hand. Glory be | 
much power, fromthe hands of them,to who- 
me we had delivered our {clues , with ſoe miſe- 


rable a reſolution. Glory be to him, whoe drew 


vs to grace wee being out of his grace; and | 


and with many mercies, and whoe giues vsto 
vnderſtand , that hee will finish that in vs, 


az — 


whome the honour muſt reſult ; and he whoe 
reapes the honour, muſt be content to take the 


J care. Andnow ſince this Bleſſed Lord of ours, 


will be glorified in vs,and willtake the honour 
of our yictorie to himſelfe, he will alſoe take 


J tiecare of our combatt, and hee will enable vs 
FJ to palle through it to him; and willtye vs to 
I bimſelfe, with ſoe ſtrongea knot of loue, that 


neither life, nor death, ſhall diuide vs, 
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| niemory of him, wee ſhall forgett not onely ali] 


|-will he doe. who i3 ſoe pittious; & ſoe power- 


| As fot that which i you aske mee; concernin? 1 


"He will enable vsto looke vpon himſclfe 
with open eyes ; 4nd to shutt theni towards 
all other things ; and he will imprint kimfſeife 
ſoe faſt vpon our harts, that, for the loue and} 


| other things ; byt our yery ſelues alſoe. Thi; 


full, and his name is holy , and heeitis; whoe 
| Joues vs moretheri wecaneither ſay,or thinke. 
| For his workes exceede all created vnderitan- Y 

ding. To him be glorye for the cternitie of ali} 
eternities; Amen, 1 


my health, it goes jl Rk mee, fince! am »vn- # 
| worthy of ficknes, For if 1 were not very vn-| 
| worthy , our Lord would not haut taken my | 
| paine froni mee, ſoe ſoone , as he hath taken! 
| it. And as for thereſt of your letter , IanſweareY 
that a great fire, by how much the more it 5: Y 
ſhutt vp and concealed, ſoe much the hotter it v 
 burnes, Chriſt our Lord makeyon his true and | 
Faithfull diſciple;that ſoe you may,in ſome ſort ' 1 
correſpond to that vnſpeakeable and divine} 

 loue of his , as I cordially defire of him forſ 

you, * 
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my | 
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| 4 letter to a reverend _ religious. per- ; 


} 


| ſon , encouraging. him towards thi 


Euerend father; Pax ChriÞhi. Since out Lord| 


| 

[ muſt endure it with patience. Wherein yet, 
, mee thinks, I ſhall not be performing a ſmall 
{ penance, for itis a hard pot for vs to endure 


loue. And in very truth Idid nener ſoe much 
I: defire to be afliſted by you in ſome things as] 
now, For I conceiue, that it might haue pr oued | 
J greatly to the ſeruice of our Lord. But yet fince| 


Lord ordaine-that wee may be: preſent. 
Sir I much'defire that we'may ſeeke God 


perfett loue of God ; and repreſenting 


| ro him ſome meanes 's for the ah, 


E OW. if. £15; 


_Teſus Chriſt is not pleaſed that, at this ty-}: 
' me, I ſhould be where might enioy the coni- | 
munication of your ſelfe, andof hs my Mai- | 


{ters the Collegialls, 25 had wiſhed lett his | 
name be bleſſed for all, and in the meane tyme| 


'to be diuided from the perſons whome yvee 


by one thar loues, all things are well taken, I | 
will ſpeake a lieele to you in abſence, tl our'| 


I 


who is our totall Good, and that, not after any | 
ordinary manner, but Tp (ans one whoe ſ{ee- | 


kesag areat eceaſure, which is much eſteemed, 
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' worthy of thee? When ſhall verine be able to 


and for lone whereof he ſells all that hee is 
worth; accounting himſfelfe rich in polleſſing 


Z 
that a lone , inſteede of many other things, 


—__ 


O God,o Lord, © thou the true repoſe ofthe 
molt interiour part of our ſoules ; and when 
ſhall wee beginn, Ifay notto loue thee, but at 
leaſt to delire eto jobs thee? When ſay ſhall we 
conceiue a delire of thee, ſuch a one as may be 


preuaile more with vs, then yanity 2 beauty, 
then- deformity : repoſe, then reſtles care? the 


cient, before thecreature, 6% wo is ſoc yeryem- 


length, will open our eyes, that we may know e 
that there 1s nothing out of thee, which either 
hath any countenance init ſelfe , 


ove any true contentment to vs 2 who will | 


ſoe being all enamored of thee, wee may goe, 
may runne, may flye, and may remaine erer nally 
with thee? 

--Woebe to vs, for wee are extreamely farre 
from God, and: wee are in ſoe little paine for 


feele ir, What i is become of the 


rofound, and 
tender {12hes of thoſe {oules, pf 


little from ian 2 what is become of that holy 


ſleeve to mine eyes . or lumberine fo myne evelids; till 
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[Creatour who is ſoe richly full, and all-ſuſh- s 


Pty, and poore? Deare Lord, and whoe,, at] Y 
pL 


or is ableto 1 


make ſome little diſcouery of thee to vs; that | 


that diſtance, as that wee can ſcarce. be faid to |} 


ich had taſted | 


'once of God: and were :hrerwards eltr aunged 2 | 


atfedtion, wherewith David ſaid: If T shall gine [ 
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| j hene fund 4 houſe wherein ont ford may dwell, i 
Andthis b:&ſe wee our ſelues are; when wee defe. | 
\ MR croy not our ſelues, by ſcattering our harts vpoh | 
© | variety of things, but r recollet them tothe voity 
of one delire, and of one loue, and then it is, 
that we finde our (elues,and are indeede the how- | 
ſe of God, | 
For my part, I beleene, that he ſaid true who 
I afirmed Ge cauſe of 6ur-tepidity to be this, | 
!! Thar he who hath not taſted yert of God, doth | 
1 not knowein ver y deede what it 15, either to ha- 
{ ue hunger or ſaciety, And ſo wee are neither 
w_—_ afrer God, nor are wee entirely {arisfied } 
q:, creatures ; but we remaine as certaine frozen 
| y things, being neither heere, nor there, full of dul- Þ 
4 nes. and diſcouragemient; & without all raſte of | | 
1 JT Gicire, and fittto cauſe a vomitt in his {tomacke, 
L 1 wiolikes not ſernants who are Luke warme, but 
 } defires tro have them inflamed with the fire of 
| love, This fire himfelfe brought into the world, | 1 fe; | 
. Jand deſires nothing but chat it may burne z a and 23. 
j | to theend hat itmay doe foe, himſelfe did bur- | 
14 ne, and was conſumed ypon che Croſſe, like that | 9% | 
a EL redd Cow, which was carried out of the campe. | [19 | 
J And this he did of {ert purpoſe, ro the end that | 
F 4 wee , taking of that wood of the Crofle vpon| | 
4 our ſclues. might make a fire, and might warme 
A our elaes, and keepe correſpondence with (oe. 
i Freat a Joues, with ſome loue of ours, conlide- 
ring how ;uſt a thing it is, that we chould be 
wounded by the {weete dart of loue, lince wee 
- ec him not onely wounded. bur killed "7" RORADRS EO EUED 


B 2 


v———ww_ptan_ a _——— GC oo —_—— —-  ou.wwoay = —_ ——_ 


4 
"wenn G. - 
IU emer A. e_- . Fen 
FB Is -+ 4 


* 
%* 
" ; aw .Q.nmou——__——___l SOM. FIT po OR _— — MM” ated. FR Fa m 
= — 
0 
x 


P1 — N DD—_—— 


2 SPIR:ITVAEL E544 


—____r__©Gl__ww ..— 


| Itisbut reaſon that wee betaken by the louc 
' of him, who was taken thereby for vs;& deliue- 
| . 

redouer for our ſakes, into ſuch fierce hands. 
| Lett vs enter into that priſon of Is loue , fince| 
he entred inio the priſon of ours, and thereby 


__ 


' was made as tame, as any lambe, before them 
who treated him foe ill, And this priſon was i 
that, which made him remaine quiet ypon the | 
Croſſe. For more ſtrange , and rude, were thoſe | 
ropes, and priſons of his loue, then the nailes and || 
ropes which reſtrayned his perſon, Thele later, |® 
laying hould butypon his body , but his Joue | 
being that which ſeized his {oule. And therefore | ® 
letrour harts be tyed by his loue (thattye of (al- þ. 
| uation)and lert vsnot defire fuch liberty, as may | 
carry vs out of his priſon. For as ke 1s very ill in 
health, who is not wounded, and made fick of 
| his loze : ſoe is he very ill at liberty , who isnot [2 
reſtrayned in that priſon, Lett vs now reliit him | 
 noelonger, let ys yeild our felues conquered by 
his armes, wilichare his benefits , whereby he! 
' procures to kill vs, that ſoe we may euer line} 
with him. He detires to burne vs vp, that ſce the 
old man who was conforme 10 Adi being columed, 
the new man who is conforme to Chriſt our Luxd may 
riſe a74inebyloue He deſires to melt our hardnes, Þ 
| tothe end that as vponr metrall which 1s made 
liquid by hcate, that forme is imprinted which is| 
 defired by the worke-manzſoe wee ( being ſoft- 
ned by that love , which makes vs melt by hea-} 
ring our beloued ſpeake to vs) may be ready,} 
without all reſiſtance, that ſoe Chriſt our Lord 
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may. imprint Fpen vs, what figure.shall bemolt-. 


! 


pleaſing to him, Now that figure, which he-de--| 
fires to imprint,1s noe other then that of Lowe. For 
Chriſt otr Lord 1s very Lone ut ſelfe; WT he comaunded 
that we Should lone one another ,as he lowed vs. And S. 
Paule tells vs, that we muſt ſoe be in louewith | 
Chriſt our Lord, as he loued vs ; and deliyiered 
himſelfe vp for vs. Soe that vnlefſe we loye, we | 
| arevnlike him ; our countenance hath noe re- | 
| ſemblanceto his, but weare poore,naked,blin= 
de.deafe, and dumbe, and dead, For lone a lone, is 
{ | that which quickenes all things, and love 15 that, 
2 | which is the ſpirituall cure of our ſouies, For 
the ſoule without lone is iuſt {fucha chingas the 
body is, without the ſ{oule. £136 IY5G4 3) 
Let vs therefore love, and we sball liue, let ys 
| loﬀe and we shall grow-like God nay: we shall 
wound him, whoeis to be wounded byilouea- 
lone, Lett vs love and all things sball beours, fat- } 
ce they areall ro ſerue vs,as 1tis written, They 
that loue God shall prone well in all things. It we 
| loue this love, lect vs apply the axe of diligence, 
to the roote of our owne ſelfe-love, and {oe bring 
this enemy of ours tothe ground, What haue we 
of our ſelues!let vs hedge our (clues in God, and 
make noe account atall of any thingels,Let not 
our owne lofles trouble vs , but the lofles of! 
God, which are the foules w ho depart fromhit:. | 
And becauſe it isa hard thing, for amanto leaue 
to love himſelfe, let vs ſhed many teares, where- 
by it may be made eaſy for vs, to dig vp this 
earth. Let vs groane out to God, from the very 
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| wetakenot vp thoſe five lodgings, inthat high 
| mountaine of the Croſſe, where Chriſt our Lord 


| 


__ oma > 2 


vrofoundeſt of our harts, for our teares regs eucn 
wound almighty God ;thoughthey be foe wea- 
ke,and ſoft, and chough he be omnipotent. 

Lett vs entercatne good thoughts , for as 
Dauid faith ; My thought ts 4 very fournace, Bur 
 aboue all ler vs place our ſelues, and not come 
quickly out againe, but make our habitation,in 
the woundes of Chriſt our Lord, and particu- 
 larlyi in his ſacred {1de, For there his hart being 


into:it, and foe it will growe warme, through 
thegreatnes of his loue. For whoe can remaine mm 
fire, and not growe warme, at leaſt to ſome pro- 
portion? O that we could dwell there, and how 
happye should we be therein? what is the rea- 
ſon-that we depart thence foe ſoone > Becauſe 


was transfigured indeede , though not towards 


other three tahernacles which 5 Petey. deſired, 
weredenyed to him, 

If fomelittle ſparke of this fire be kindled 
in our harts , let vs take great care , that the 
winde blows' it not out, ſince it is ſoe diate. Let 
vs couer it with the azhes of humilitie,, let vs 


| hould qur peace and hide it, and foe we hall 
| finde 16{till alive. And we muſt, dayly add ſome 


wood to it, as God commaundeth his Preiſts to 


doe. And that ſignifies to vs the doeing of gooc] 


| beauty, bur rowards deformitic : baſenes and 
 dishonour-: which lodgings are oranred to vs; 
nay we aredehired to take them, though thoſe | 


deuided and peirced for vs , will receiue ours | * 


— 
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{ workes: and the not looſing of any tyme , and, | 
aboue all things , we muſt approach ro the true 
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fire which may kindle and enflameys, and this 
is [eſs Chriſt our Lord,inthe Bleſſed Sacrament. 
Let vs 'open the mouth of our ſoule, 


which is our deſire , and let vs goe all ga- 
ping towards the fountaine,of liuing water, for 
ſoe without doubr, if we take hony into our 


| mouths, we shall haue ſoine taſte thereof, And 


in fineif the fire bein our boſome, it will heate 
vs. But bath before andafrer we communicate, 
we mult yſe ſomeprepatarions, and reflections; 
and there cannot be any better , then a lively 


_— — _— 


Faith that we goe then to receiue le/zs Chriſt 
our Lord ; together with a conſideration, and 
loue of his paſ910n, ſince that miſterie was inſti-| 
ruted, in memory thereof. Being thus refreshed, 

ett vs then prouide our ſelues for our commu- 
| nicating the next tyme after. For he whoe onely 
prepares himſelfe, for the preſent tyme , shall 
{eldome finde himfſelfe well prepared. 


Let vs therefore runne after God, for we may 
be ſure enough, that he will not flpe from vs, 


|| He is nayled vpon the Crofle, and infallibly we 


$hall finde him there. Let vs conveigh himinto 
our harts, and then shutr the doore, that he re- 


lince there will come a tyme , when we muſt 
leaue them perforce. 

Let vs renew our ſelues in newnes of ſpirit 
lince we haueliaed (oe longe according to the 


tyre not thence, Ler ys dye to all viſible things. 


old man. Let vs be growing 1n knowledge and 
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| 


Joue of Chriſt our Lord, whoi is the ſoueraigne | 


good. Andall this is to be obteyned by bumble | 
prayer , and perſeuerant endeauour. More is 
receiued into the ſoule from wirhour the ſoule, 

then doth proceede of the ſoule, It is more for it 
to be mouedandiſpoſed, then to workewhen 

that is done, And therefore let vs remoue all | 
impediments, and compoſe our owne harts { MW: 
within our ſchues » Expecting Chriſt our Lord | '# 


I” Y —_ 


| there; who enters when the gates are shutt, to | |} 
| vifit and comfort his Diſciples ; and foe without | 
doubt, her will come to vs, For Danid faith of | | 
hint, Our Lord heard the deſire of the poore, and his. 


eares barkened to the preparation of bus hart. And 
. lince Chriſtour Lordis principally he who muſt ; 
| worke this in vs, we haue noe reaſon to diſtrvRt, * 
bur taking courage and confidence in fuch al 
conductor as he is, ler ys beginne to runne that | * 
courſe with feryour, which ends not, but in the. ; 
obreyning of God, 
__ Andif we cannot ſoe ſoone, make our harts | 
as ſubiect to vs as we would, lett ys yer endure! 
it with patience, till God riſe yp and ve our ene- | 
wies may fall, and will he awake, and commannd this 
| {ea to calme it ſelfe. But then on the other ſide, 
| his expreſle pleafure1 is, that we haue confidence. 
in him, eucn in the vreateſt temptations, yea! 
though our little barkes should be Fo the 
very point to {incke, 

Let vs not therefore be diſturbed , or dif- 
mayed, Let ys not put others to paine, ' for the 
rrouble which this continval warre gines VS, in 
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threatuing that we {hall be ouercome, The 
| day will arriue , when God will put this coun- 
try of ours ;nto peace when wee shall {lcepe, 
without any body by to wake vs. And now, 
lince this peace cannot be obteyned yet, it will 
be a better courſe for vs, to goe ſweating and” 
ſtriving to roote out our paſſiss ,then to keepe 
© : ourſclues in eaſe, and to content our felucs 
| with leading a tc pid life, for the auoyding of 
| that paine which the ſeek; ing of perfection 
| wouldput ys to. But firſt lett vs vtterly diſtruſt 
{| ourſelues, and confidein God, and let vs be-| - * 
ginnein the name, and power of the omnipo-: 
tent, And this begining of ours shall be b»m-,| 
line, which is figured inthe 4:hes that we take: | 
| indonrend ſlulbe love, which is figured in the! 
+ |refurrection of our Lord; andſoe we shallin- 
29 ioyc both a zood lent, and nid Eaſter, 
In the meane tyme L kifſe the hands , of all] 
7'| my Maſters your Collezialls, 2nd recommend] 
4 7 | my; ſelte to their prayers. Andſa y youto them, 
| | 18 my name;that TI beſeech how that we may. 
6 loueborh God, and our neighbours , In great, 
| - | meaſure, That fe at theday of iudgment, we 
| may Know well how to anſweare; and tharwe 
7 | may be made doctours, &be receiued into the 
| EF | Colledgeofthe Avg ells, and Saints, wherewe 
7 | hall cuer,ſtudythe Toke life, whichis God | 
himſelte, who Wil for euer ſtand open before 
our eyes, that we may knowe him, &louc him, 
and for euer be in polleſſion of lien. Our Lord 
Teſus remaine, euer with you. Amen. birt] 


4; 0 
tk. 


- - : 
Wk _ EX 2» 
I erred 


* 
—— 


> 


J — 


un Py —_—. 0. , ay Gt — = On” _ « - ak cater oi re - SA. Wi _ MM. I—_—_ APWeTEe ©——— — " —_ 
er we RG IR x ASE WY Lt an 2 <4 _—_— brch—lce __ AG ER even av” — — OR ——_— __ uy _ _ — _— — — OC = bs x - 
ene ——  . roagth - A c_—_ < ww ——_— - ſhe es - " _ women - =_ _ ERS — - - 
_ . - _ - __ * _ _ 
: v . 


> —_— 
— 


g— 
4 OOO RC 


— 
AS 


< —— ” # —< $=m> 
Ce ee en aaa fl et CO CI 
= e=thaggs cr _ hn_—_—_— 
—— > - 
< _———— - 


> > 4 DD — 7 ei. 2 


———_— 


_ —— 


L 


SPIRITVAL Ep.4. 


0 A Ee . __ 
n— - —__ >< Mn do=——————_ 
wa A ———_—_— - woos —— CE os re _—_—— — 2 = 
—————_—_—_—_—_—_ i OPTI a IR IRIS + HPPA, er. Co yg fn A. Ta nt SOD an | en —_ 


| 


 —_ 


— 


| PONY YYRYANAYAT QYACAQVAY 


Ws 
Shewes how the hunger of our hart cannot be [a 


may lodge himſelte therein, requires that it bee 
| free from all affeGion to creatures, And how, 
tepid and nesligent perſons greine that ſpirit, 
how the Feaſt of the holy Ghoſt is a very good 
preparation for the Feaſt of Corpus Chiſti 
whach followes. 


I 


L hart ſtandes affected at this "tyme. 


wee are, it is belonging to. the holy Ghoſt, 


whoſe property is to giue light to the vnder- 


which three loaues of bread , we ſhall haue ſo- 


— > . 


Letter of the Author to a certaine lady, Hee.|% 


nsfied but by the ſpirit of our lord, who that hee F 


ADAM , I defire to know how your |* 


For if wee looke to the weeke , wherein |: 


ſtanding, andto infuſe loue into the will ; and |: 
euen ſtrength into the body alſoe; by meanes of 4 


| me what to ſet before our freind , who comes | i 
 hungry,and weary from the high way. For the | 
hunger that our hart feeles (which walkes as it | 
were out of it ſelfe whileſt it imployes it ſelfe |} 
vpon creatures ) this holy Ghoſt is wont to take || 
2way,and to giue vs the bread of fulnes, and ſa-|} 


| 
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that great defet , which is in things created; 
and if we conuert nor our ſelues to god in our 
very harts; at leaſt now when they are weary, 
with finding imperfections, & wants, in thoſe 
things, wherein we hoped thatthey might ob- 
taine repoſe. 


raine our ſoules in perfect faith and puritie 
towards thee, and ve {incerely loyall to Ieſ#- 
Cirift our Lord , who is the ſpouſe thereof, gi- 
: |uing him our lou, all intyre, and wholly free, | 
:|from mingling itſelfe with the baſcnes of cre- 
-[atures? W hen thall webe able to vnderſtand | 
this truth, that he who is to owne our ſoules, 


| not enough, that we haue tryed ſo often by ex- | 
2 |perience , how ill the world is wont to ſerue |} 


|to knowe her owne miſery , and poorenes , it | 
| went to God ,, and was imbraced by him. Is 


| toyanitie, and to the confuſion of this igno- 
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isfaction. And woe betovs, if we feele not | 


O my deere God ; and when ſhall we main- | 


is Chriit our Lord, and that he created vsfor |} 
himfelte , and that he onely is fitt for vs 2 Is it : 


vs; and that ourſoule could neuer finde any | 
true repoſe or peace, bur onely when coming | 


not one of thoſe ſhort fitts of tyme more worth | 
then their wholelife, who ſacrifice themſelues 


rant world, wherein they live 2 Or ſhall it not 
now at length bee tyme to ſaye to all things : 
created , 1 know you not, that joe I may promide 4 
cleane and readyplace , for the reception of bim, who | 
created you all of nothing) _ ii 
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T am extreamely glad , that we haue to doe 
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| we may know the condition of this holy ſpi- 


with a Holy gbf}, which is {oe very haly, as tha 


he would not come cuen to the diſc; ples them | 


{clues of our Lord, tillenen his owne pretious 
body were taken our of their fi2bt, That ſo 


rit tobe ſuch, as that we mult prouide a tem- 
ple for it where noe other thing may dwell , or 


els it will not enter there. And I am hiehly | : 


glad, that you by the grace of this jpirir, will 
haue prepared your ſelfe ; and that you will 
haue recciued him, and that you, and he, are 


well content with one another, Reioyce you | | 
with this Holy ghoſt, for he is [oy itfelfe, And || 


remember , that the Apoſtle S. Pawle requires 


vs, not to contriſtate the boly ſperit of God , wvereby || 


vee are marked out, for the day of redeption , which 
is of the indgment of the latter day, 


He contriitates this Spirit, whoe with adull }7 


and detected hart, goes faintly and negligently 
about his ſeruice; & whoedoth rehings, which 
diſpleaſe this moſt ſoueraigne guelt , who as 


full of feruour, and requires that he goe about 
ais worke , with great life, And that he cuer 
de caſting on the woodof good workes , and 
blowing it wick holy thoughts, that foe this 
celeſtiall fire, may nor bequenched in ys, fince 
2ur very life conſiſts iv keeping it aliue. And 
ſeif we miintaine this frein vs,it will main- 
taine vs in him, though yer ſtill it be true , that 
he firſt giues vs that , which afterward we giue 


to him. So that, inthis reſpect , your ladyſhip| 
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1imſelfe is fire , ſoe will he haue his ſeruant | 3 
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2 willhauc beene tedd ata goodrtable, this wee- 
| ke; fince you will have celebrated, the Feaſt of 
1] the votyg»:f, not according to flegh and blood, 


as they doe, whoe vyſe to content themſelues 


cordingtothe aduice of our Lord , who requi- 
res to be Spiritually adored, 
Lett vs now conſider how it tands with 


2 you, concerning theſent & odour of the Feſt:- | 


uttic , of the Body of our Lord, which is now 


neereat hand. For it will be an extreame ſha- | 


me, for a Chriſtian hart, not to hunger and 
aſpire, toward this holy bread ; before the Feſt 
#14 it ſelfe arriue ; ſince the three kings thoſe 
71ſe men of.the Ghoſpell, had a ſent of it fo farre 
of ; yea and the Prophetts, and Patrigrcks had 
thelike a longe tyme, before his Incarnation, 


| What more happy newes can there be, then ro 


{ce Chriſt our Lord, paſſe amongſt vs in our 
{treetes, and through our hands communica- 
ting, and conuerſing with men? And to baue 


If him ſert before our eyes;& to finde him (who- 


me neither the whole earth, nor allthe heauens 
can comprehend ) {hut within the narrow 
curtaine of the accidents of bread , and after all 
this, to make his entrance intoour vnworthy 
woekull breſts; 


Take heede you heare not this newes with 


| deafe cares;but awake your hart, and require it | 
ro be yery attentiue to ſoe great a fauour, and | 
worke of God ; and that it inſtantly caſt vp, 


CPIrRey 


with the talke and tumult of great Feſ}:«i11es, | 
but you will haue celebrated it, in Sy»:7it , ac- 


- 


4 


Tobn. 
4. 


Matth. 


[ 


A 


4A 


| 
| 


; 4 1 
4 


—_ ad... md. we dined 
—_ : 


SPIRITVALL Ep.4. 
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| wharſceuecr other meate it may haue ſwal- 


lowed; that ſoe being tull of hunger ; it may 
grow all full, of this celeſtiall pread, where vpon 


the Angells Feade. And bid it be ſure ; .to watch| 


now; chat ſoc it may not then fall aſleepe. And 
fince it is the worke of the holy Ghoft you muſt 
begs grace, whereby you may beable to finde 
the coffe of that Feaſt of the body of our Lord, 

which was conceiued by the ſame holy Ghſt. And 
foe when that Feaſt of his mot bly body ſhall 
be come, the Holy Ghoſt will alſoe come with 
it; becauſe the Holy Ghoſt deſcended into the 
world , through the meritts of Chriſt onr 
Lord. And when his Body ſhall be giuen ys, 

we thall recciue the holy Ghoſt, together with 


it: ; according to the rate of that oood diſp ol1- | 


tion , which we {hall haue. toe that one 


Fefluanty mult helpe and be a preparation for | 
| another : 


and muit give vs hunger to fecde 
vpon he fruite of the other. For it 15 not 


heere as it happens in the banquets of this} | 
world ; which are made by fleſh and bloud. | | 
at noone | 
have noe minde at all to their date at night; | 


Where they whoe haue fend full , 


But the ſoule goes feeding with a freſh appe- 
tite , from one Feſtiuitie to another ; and foe 
chat i is accompliſhed , which God promiſed; 
The threashing * your corne Shall -laſt till you goe 


to vintaze and ull the new time of ſeede , and you| 


shall eate your bread in aboundance. 
The goodnes of God beblefled, which ſoe 
liberally prouides for ys; and chat, not in any 
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meane fathion but by giuing his yery ſeife to 
vs. Theſonneis giuen to ys, and the Holy Ghoſt 
for his ſake; and theſe two per f ons; giuing them- 
{clues ; the father cannot chools bur be alſoe 
ojuven, In fine the Father , the Soenne and the 
Holy Ghoſt are ours, Wee already begin, even 
heere , that mutuall contra&, which we areto | 
perfect | in heauen, Let vs giue him humbly 
thankes, for his mercies, Lett vs prepare our 
ſelues for the receauing of new fauours and 
with harts exalted aboue the earth, let ys cele- 
brate the Feſtiuities of heauen, to the end that 
we may paſſe from theſe temporal loyes ; to 
thoſe eternall , wherein I humbly beſeech our 
Lord thatyou may one day ſee your ſelſe, 

Amen. 
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| A letter of the Authour to a INT lad ty 


who ashed of him what "Chariti 


was He anſweares toher demaunde, 


loue fee chavinie, which the ſaints 
hane in beauen. 


TE. oy T ſpouſe of Chriſt our Lord: : ; you 
aske me in your letter, what Cbarinie is; to 
Ithe end tiat you may g oude your whole life hd 
U =>4 For the ſaying of the Apoſtle S, Paule is 


'nothrms werth , though wee sheuld deliner om? 
bodyes to the fire. Your demaunde is very} 
oreat,and I could w ith,thart the lame Apoſtle $.| $8 
Daule whoſe/ſentence moued you to aske mel 
the queſtion, might enable me alſo to make the] 


then this, you could haue asked mee, ſince _ 
ſublime parte of all our chriſtian religion, Con- 


Fa EEE OSS, 


'Soe that t you 0 Sou ſpouſe « of Chrift our 


' and shewes her the Loue, and Cha 
ritie, whuhsbe 1s to haue to God wy 
- ber neighbours, heere on earth ,byth thail 


| an{weare, ForI know not what greater thing] 


fiſts infit. And as the ſame Apoit] «faith; He who 
lines according to 7.9 iS 4 frn!filler of 1 he w hel [ aw, 


}rrue , and wharſoener wee doe without Charitie 8 
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Lord, muſt beſeech the holy ghojt , whoſe proper 
| attribute is Love, that he will teach, and write 
that thing in your hart, whercot you aske, as 
he taughrtit yponthe day of Pentecoſt, when hee 
infuſed it, into the harts of his Apoſtles, For 
know, that this is the true teacher of this lan- 
guage,and ſoe as there is none but he. 

For alas! whatcan my tongue which 15 ma- 
de of earth,exprelle of that whicltis onely vied 
Fj with perfection in heauen, This is a celeſtiall| 
MF language, and they whoe ſpeake it perfectly, 

| are the bleſſed ſpiritrs, which attend to nothing| 

| els, bur truly to.loue our Lord God, with all 
their ſtrength , and all that which his pleaſure 
is, that they ſhall Joue, How thall I be able to 
fpeake to you of that Love, which is ſubiectto | 
nocintereſt; and is accompanyed with noe ſel- | 
te-loue ; and lookes towards noe other marke, | 

and aynies at noe other ſcope, but onely God? 

q How I ſay, ſhallI ſpeake of it, whomemy fa- 
 'F cher Adam hath lefr all wrapped/yp in minef 
J owneintereſt, and who apply my ſelfe,to ſecke| 
my {elfeinallthings. See how much, For euen | 
in thoſe things, which concerne the ſeruice of | 
God, wee doe ſoe hang towards our ſelues, that | 
many tymes ye performe them for ourowne | 
intereſt,or end, And though the workes them: | 
{elues be holy, yet the loue wherewith wee doe | 
them, 1s impure, And the difference doth onely | 
conlilt in this; that when wee ſeeke our ſclues | 
by euill workes , our Love runnes through a| 
conduit of clay ; & when we ſceke our ſelues 
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by good workes , it runnes indeede through [ 
a coduit of gould, burin fine it runnes towars| 
our ſelues.] 'belecch our true doctour Ieſis Chy if | 
| our Lord, ( whoener fought the honuur of his Father, 
and whoſe love abaſed him to this world , not 
forthe accompliſhing of his owne will, but his 
who ſent him ) that he will voty my tongue,to 
the end that I may tell you ſome part of hall 
which you demaunde. For certainly, if your | 
good defire did notoblige me to lett you know? 
| what I haye read, my poorenes would Sek 
mee to hould my peace. 1 
And now to the end that you mightbetterl F 
vnderſtand , what Charitieis ; and how you "= 1 
eucr goe, imployed therein, I could wiſh you 
knew , ſore parte of chat Lone , which { 
| Bleſſed ſpirits haue in heauen, to the end that 
you may know thereby , wherein true Chari} 
doth conſiſt, For how much neerer we ſhall 
come to that loue , ſo muchthe more perfe&,j 
will our love be, you muſt know that the lo] X 
whichis in keauen, fork transformethe Saints,Þ F 
| into the ſame wy! with that of ourlord God tr 
For one ELIE efte&ts of le , as S. Dionifiuw} 'T 
ſaith, is , to make the ſeuer all wills of ſuchaW- 
lone, to he but one; I meane , thatthey ſhoulll 
han the ſame wull, and theſame not will, whichl 
the other hath, And now ſince the will, and} 
loue, which our lord hath, is but onely of his I, 
| owneglory, and of his efſence which is ſu +] 
premely perfect , and glorious , from hence; 
tollowes that the! lone of the Saints , is a Lou 
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© | and well, wherewith they loue , and defire, 
"| with all their ſtrength, that our lord God, may | 
| in himſclfebeſtillas good, asglorious , and as | 
"Wi w orthy of honour as heeis, And for as much as | 
» | they ſce all that, to be already in him, which [ 
W | they candehire, there followes there vpon, the | G15, | 
” 2 fruie of the holy ghoſt , which 1s an vnſpeakeable 4 
y | ioy, to ſcehim whome they loue ſoe much; to | | 
"IF ve ſoc fullvf treaſures, and felicitic in himſelfe, 
Wl as they delire. _ _ | IT De 
d If you will haue a touch, oratleaſt ſome | 

A littie ſent of this diuine :vye, doe but conlider | 
IE | how great thatioy is, which a good Sonnere- 


Of} ceines, in ſceing his father whome he Joues 


k W much , full of honour, beloucd by all; rich, 

3 | powerfull; noble, and yery much eſteemed 
any | 

; p gratefull, and well diſpoſed to their parents, as 

"MF to citeeme, that nothing can be compared to 

Nt Yche ioy, of ſeeing their fathers ſor eſteemed; 

, FcUc loy,, of leeing tnelr Tatners 10e Elteemed; 
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| may beſubie, it ſerues not to depriue them of 
i that great ioy , becauſe they aſpire to noe other ; 
ak Lend but onely the honor of their parents. 
ul Now if this ioy be ſoe great what doc you | 
ich) conceiue , that the joy of the Saints may be; 
and when being transformed by loge, into that truc 
| his lord of theirs , the yniuerſall creatour of all 
ſu things; they ſhall ſee him, ſoe full of goodnes 
cc foe holy and foe rich in beauty ; and that he is a 


by the king. Certainely there be ſonnes foe | 


| whatſoeuer neceſhitie, or affliction themſelues | 


—_—— ſh NF) 


ous [.ord; and creatouir,ſoe infinitely powerfull; as | 
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Ja by one onely ac ofhis will, all that which 

is created hath his beauty, and his being, and | 
noconeleafe of any tree, can ſo much as wage, 
but by his will 2 Infallibly this is ſuch a ivy, oi 
noe eye hath ſeene , nor eare bath heard , nor Can ſuch 
ani wnſpeakgable knowledge as this , ener enter into the 
bart of any mas, but ſuch one 45 entoyes and poſſeſs 
ſes | wy 2 

| Youſee heerethe lone which the Saints have 

in heauen, ſpeaking-according to the poorenes 3 
of our vnderſtanding. And from this aboun-'* 
dant ſwelling Rizer , which delights the City of Þ 
God , doth flow that love. which the ſoules in| 
heanba beare totheir neighbours, For as all they, 3; 
 delire:and oy of the Saihts conſiſteth in their] 
ſeeing God ( who is their true love ) full of ho-® 
nour, and glory; from hence they grow to lou, 
withamolt feruent love, and to deſire with an 
excefle of appetite, char all the Saints may be? 

as fullof glory , and beauty, as they alſoe are, 

| And they i joy in this, to a ſtrange proportion, | 
becauſe he is honoured, and glorified in them®# 
whoſe honour and olory , they onely ſceke,}} 
Andin reguard that thisis the cauſe why they | 
loze the Saints, from hence it growes, that they) 
ioy more , and doe more'deſire the glory', and 
beauty , of the oreateſt Saints , then of their 
very ſclues, becauſe they ſee thar our Bleſſed 
The 1s more fied th thoſe others; then in 
them. And by this ty me, you may percciue how 
farrrhis holy copany is, from ſeife-loue, & from * 
enny, which ſprings from that roote, 
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ſome diſguſt , becauſe themſelues are not ſoe | 


$| wills in one; for they are transformed into:the 


an 0 vyall, is muctvthe ſweeter, becauſe it hath di- 


2 were all, butany one. And fince-itis foe, that 
A becauſe there are different degrees of glory and diners 


em | manſions in the triumphant Charch, it is of greater 
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EY 
yi the fame degree of glory ,.by this they ſee that 
3 our Lord is more honoured in them , then if 


© they were all equall, andconſequently they are 


© ry, then thoſe others are, For they in their co- 


EPISTLES. 
But you will tell me perhapps , that it fol 
lowes from hence, that they will be ſubic& to 
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| growne in ſanctity as others are, {ince thereby 
the glory of God would alſoe haueencreafed.in 
| them. This doth not follow, conſidering that | 
rſt effe&t of love, which: 1s the vnion of two 


will of God , and would haue nothing done, 
| but that which their lord will , and they ee, | 


uers ſtrings, and-diſtin& ſoundes, then it:they 
| beauty, then if they all poſſeſſed but one, and 


not troubled for their ow ne being leſle in olo- 


lours, andothers in other colours of a deeper 
| dye, doeallconcurre , ro manifeſtthe infinite 
| goodnes, and beauty of him, who made them. 
 Heere youſee, that river which S. Iohadiſco- 
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uered , in the Apacalyps to. ifſue out of the 


9, 


throne of God, andof the lambe , whereof all the} | oy 


bleſſed ſpirits in heauen drinke.And being inc: | 
| briated by this love , they ſing an cuerlaſting | 


Alleluis admiring , and olorifying our lord 


| God. And you will haue diſcerned. a little of | 2 


that ett: wherewith thoſe pretious ſtones 


arcaccompanicd, wherevpon that temple of the ce-| b 
leſtall mountaine us founded. l 
And now. after the reſemblance of this| 


temple , which you haue ſeenc inthat mountai- 


ne.you mult build a dwelling place in your 4 
foule for ourlord ;.iuſt as they \ faid to Moſes, | 3 
' that be sbould promizte to makethe T avernacle, after |? 
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that forme which he: bad ſcene in the monntaine.Yeu| 


muſt my good fiſter , (if you meane to. goe|Þ 
through the way ofthis life, in perfect charttie, | 
and {oye of our lord ) procure: to carry about || 


you acontinuaildefire, (or at leaſt the moſt con- » 
tinuall that!you.can ) whereby.you may cuer || 


wish andlike that our lord God'( in whoſe pre- | 4 
ſenceyouare {till to walke ) maybe in him-| I 
 ſelfe, as good, as:holy 508 as Full of glory, as|\* 
:culvade hee 15. And: "ih with great 19, and com- | | 
| placence, inall the attributes of almightie God, $ 
you areto goeretoycing, andyour Toule i is to|Þ 
feaſtit ſelfe, inſeeing that your lord &your true|) 
l2ue , polleſſes himſelfe, whoe 1s infinitely good, || 
& powerfull, from whome all creatures receiue |} 

their being, and their beauty, & who in himſelfe|'F 
is ſocfull of glory, and goodnes, that all crea-| 2} 


tures hauc ncede of him, & he none of them, 
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"| This muſt be the whole ſcope, at which your | 
2 | 


TY 
oy 
[4 
Ex 
ol 


7 love mult ayme. And beerein $. I homas faith, that 


$.Tho, 

' 2 rerfe7 charinie doth confiſt, As for the loue which | + | 
& new denotes, call Charitie, whichis when they | * cher. 
IJ are kindled in deuotis, & tn louing our lord te- | | 
{  derly , though this be a holy thing, yetis it nor 
©] of ſoe high condition, as that other moſt holy 
- | MF} /oxe, which transformes ſoules into the beloued. 
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| againe, I tell you that you maſt reioyce, The 
u| 2] ProphetDazid expreſſed the fame, when he ſaid, | 
C 3 | alight youin our lord, and he will give you whatſoe- 
e, | 8} ver you 5hall azke. This is that ioye, wherewith | 
it [FJ] the moſt holy virgin reioyced, when ſhe ſaid, 
1- |} My ſpirit reiopces in God my Saumour, And with this 
r | Rþ oye, did Chriſt our loxd reioyce,when S Luke ſaid, 
e- | "A that Teſs veioyced in the boly Ghoſt Andtheroyall | 
1- | ?#{ Prophet ſaith, that his hart, e> ener bi flech reioyced. 
as |} inthe lining Ged. This happes whe the ſoule with 
[thewill, (for there the hart ſignifies the will)are 
d, 8 | actually louing, & deſiring that our lord, mayin| 
to |} | himſclfe bee, what he is. And from the great re- 
uc''Y |dundice, which proceedes ſometymes from this 
Cd, [Y | ioye,, of the ſoule the very fleſhit ſelfe, is kind- 
ic|Y |ledin the loze of our. lord, And becauſe this 
ltc\'F | love, is ſoe excellent & celeſtiall a thing the- 
-a-| 2} | refore doth the Church ( which is directed 
& | by the boly gþoft ) invite vs in the begining of 
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Mattins , with a perſwalion to loue our Lord | 
ſaying thus, Come lett vs revoyce in our Lord, and |) 
ſing canticles of praiſe , to God onr ſaluation. ] 
If you will fiade the excellencyof this loue, | 
Put 1t in practiſe, & you ſhall ſee that the ſoule || 
doth not ſatisfy it ſelfe, but in prayling God. 
For when it ſees all that to be accompliſhed in 
God, which it can wilh,it breakes inſtantly out 
into thanks-giuing to him; for hauing per- ||| 
fected the deſire it hath to praiſehim, which is | 
the ſame efte&t, which flowes from the lone they \F 
haue in heauen, as the Prophet Dazid faith, | 
3leſſed are they O Lord, whoe d well in thy howſe ; for = 
they 5hall. praiſe thee , for ener, and for ener. S. |$(: 
 Anguftine was inflamed with this love , when | 
{peaking to our Lord , he ſaid , If thow O Lord || 
wert Auguſiine and I God , I would make thee God, | 
and my ſelfe Auguſline. ed = 
1 thigke there is noe neede to bring teſtimo- | 
nies, which may proue the excellencie of this | 
Loge for euen plaine reaſon tells vs, that this is | 
the loue which drawes a man out of hum ſelfe, |Ft 
and transformes him vnto:God, who is his bi- |Þ 
loved, And out of this love , it muſt follow that |Þ 
all your workes , anddeuotions, and prayers, |Þ 
mult be- made by you, to the honour and glo- || 
ry 'of this God , who deſerues to be adored, | 
and ſerced , for his owne pure goodnes, by as || 
many creatures as he hath made;without carry- |! 
10g any reſpect at all to the hope which might |' 
| be had ofa reward from him.” For though it be |? 
700d, and holy to ſerue our Lord , cuen for | 
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Txcrcſt, but onely the honour, and glory of our 
Lord God. If at any time you place before your: 


|FFO ſerue our Lord. For the more olory you | 
JÞaue , the more honour and glory ſhall our: 


[Feline your bart to the commaundments with reſpect 


Ind in delight , reioycing ſtill in her God; finte |} 
|Fnany tymes ſhee.is ſoe tepid , and ſoc ſad, that 


IF erribution, yetis not this an act of {ſoe perteft 
Fearity as that which ſeekes noe Kinde of in> | 


s 
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the grace of God whichour Lord will neuer 
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ule, the reward, which they will giue it, for 
he good it doth , to the end that it may be 
nimated rowards good workes, let not this 
xeyour laſt end, but the will which you haue, 


ord God receiue, Soe that the laſt ayme of 
11, muſt þe, to glorify our moſt bleſſed Lord. 


\nd inthis manner, if you will, you may en- 
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bo the retribution , as the Prophet Dauid ſaid. | 
© But perhaps you will aske, Who is he that | 
an hauchis ſoule awake to goe cuer cheerful, '} 


dy noe meanes.; the is capable of any ioye? : 
Fivhat remedy may then be thought of , that yye ' 


| {nay not faile of this perfe&t, and ſupreme loue*? || 


| 


Wwvisb , that our Lord might {till be what he is '' 
Þo- himſelfe ; becauſe Ch.r:tie conſiſts in this 
deſire. Which deſire a ſoule may hauc , though 
t be neuer {fo tepid, dry, and fad; as a man may 


11 deſire, thar his father may liue happily though |} 
Pimſelfe feele noc joy, And herein I onely take | 


Þfor graunted, that ive muſt ſuppoſe man to haue 


{For this, it was, that I told you, that you were | 
to carry with you a deſire whereby you mult } 


| 


\ 
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denyr toone, - who {triues to walke by this wan 
| I meane that although your ſelfe be ſadd, y 


| muſt deſire that our Lord may be whar Le is, 


And as for the delight , and 3oy in our Lord, 
| which vles to follow heerevpon , this in. 
{ deede is a fruite of the holy Ghoſt , which growe 
from this charitie when our Lord is pleaſed to 


| communicate himſelfe more familiarly to 2 
- foule, When his Maieſtte beftowes this fa. 
| your let vs blefle him for ir ; and when he 
doth nor , lett vs yet perſever in that otheiſ 
| exercice of cuer bleſſing and adoring him} 
| who | is ſo worthy of infinite glory , and prai-f 
ſe, For it is a very great errour , into which 


they fall , who thinke that when there i 
Re enfible ioy ; that a& of the will is worth 
nothing 3 whereas Charitie doth yet confilt in 


that at, And for as much as the deuill knowes| 
this well, he is euer procuring to giue vs great 
tepidity and drynes ; that ſoe we thinking 
| that we looſe our tyme, may giue ouer thisf 
-| holy exerciſe. 


You mult therefore perſeuer 3 in it , and 


| grow deafe to thoſe temptations of the deuill,| 
For-if you perſeuer not, you will not arriue} 
to enioye that crowne , ' and heauen , which 


ſuch as are proficient 58 this holy Jan grow 
to obtaine , euen heere on earth. You mull 
aber ad looke with a hundred thow- 
ſand eyes , thar the end and ſcope of your 
lone bee to elorifie our Lord in whatſoeuer 


_ you doe, For ſoe great was the wren 
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which our »atwre tooke by the ſinne of our | 
firlt father in wholly procuring our owne 


intereſt and good thar if you ſtand not well 
awake in_the watch-tower , you will finde | 
many tymes , that you doe but ſceke your | 
ſelfe , euen in this very denotion, which pre- 
tends wholly to caſt our /elfe-loue. And you 
Shall rake your ſelfe in the manner, with re- 
toycing that you love our Lord, after this ſort, 
becauſe you shall acquire . great rewards in 
heauen thereby , and becauſe your foule 
receives much conſolation , and for other 
reaſons , of proper intereſt , which though 
they be not ill, yet are they acts of Charity 
which 1s imperfect. 
Yon ſee heere in short , the Lone of God, | 
which you are to carry in your ſoule ; a Cepre 
of that Originall which the Bleſled Spixitts, 
naue in heauen, It now remaines that T'Ve- 
clare to you, the love of your neichbbear, which 
growes out of this. other profound Love. The 
long , my good lifter , which you muſt (carry 
to your neighbour muſt bee, by defiring and 


loning . all that good , which you ſee' in. 
him : becauſe thereby , our Lord God is 
glorified and adored, And the more that is, 
the greater muſt your ioy be ; as onthe other 
ide , any offence or finne which you shall 
diſcouer in your neighbour muſt be aþhorred, 
by your ſoule , becauſe he is offended, whoſe 
honour and glory you defire. And foe as I 


tould you that the loue of God conlifted in our 
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applauſe, and will, that our Lord ſhould be the| 
very thing which heijs; and that the ioye which 
is taken thereby is a particular guift of our 
Lord; foe alſo doth the loue of your neighbour 
conlilt in the application of your will, to deſire 
the good of your neighboxr, which is to reioyceſM 
in his true good, and to feele much griefe, for 
the ſinne which he committs. 
This is a very particular fauour of our Lord, 
which he beſtowes vpon whome he will. So 
that if you haue obſerued the matter well, you 
will have ſeene , that the marke at which 
both the [oye of God, and of our neighbour ſhoo- 
tes 1s ,'that God may be glorified and adored] 
And heereby you will alſo perceive how ſhort 
he falls of true love , who greiues to ſee his 
| neighbourgrowne vp apace, in deuotion, and 
vertue , conſidering that himſelfe is not ſofff 
| growne vp. For though it be true , that thei] t 
ttue lover of our Lord , willnot faile to carry} 
[ 2 knife about him, which peirces himthrough} : 


44. 
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at the very hart , becauſe he ſerues not out 
| Lord ſo well as hee ought, and might ; yer fol- 
lowes it not from hence, that, by ſeeing ano-| { 
ther ſeruant of God thrive, faſter in ſpirit then] 
himſelfe , he muſt therefore be ſorry for it or / 
diſmayed by it. But rather, the eaſe, and com- 
fort, which is to ſerue you for aremedy againlt| 
that much greife, which your ſoule recciues, | 
\ becauſe your ſelfe doe not ſerue our Lord, foe 
 wellas you ſhould, muſt be to conſider , that| 
though you ( through your weakenes ) docnotY_ 
_ 
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that, rowhich you are obliged, yet there are | 
others, who comply with that very thing, | 
which you defire; whichis, greatly to glorifie, 
and "9.8 OUr Lord | 
" But as for that other kinde of diſmay , to 
| which ſome are ſubie& ; I conceiue that it 
{ growes but from ſelfe-loue, for it is certaine, 
that if the end why atrue louer of our Lord, 
defires much to ſerue him be, that his God ma 
be honoured, and glorified, (who i isglorifed, 
as well by the ſanctity , Which is inthe fouls of 
another, as if it werein his owne ) it followes, 
that heis to haue much oy, to ſee that others 
goe increaſing in theſeruice of ourlord,though 
It itbe true on the 6ther ſide , that he may bein 
paine, becauſe heſerues himnorſoe well, 

You ſee heere my good ſiſter , what that is 
to which you muſt attend, in this paradiſe of 
the millitant Church , ( where our Lord placed 
you, when he called youto his loue , and to his 

orace ) if you will alio goe on to enioye the 
Faite which is gathcred from his hand , inthe 
triumphant Church of his glory, In which Tbe- 

q ſcechour Lord , that wee all may glorify ig 


and praiſe him. and enioye him for all eternitie, 
Amen, 
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AM fater of the Authour to a certaine poore man , why 
was called Tohn of God, Hewas of Granada, 
and bes ged almes forthe poore, He animates him 
ta the love and ſernict of poore people ; but yet for a; 
that he muſt not forgets his one particular deuo- 
tons; 


TEES | 
IE: 


| x Haue recciued your letter; and I will not] 
Pave you ſay , that L acknowledge you not 
for my ſonne, For if you ſay that berauſe youÞ 
{are wicked, you deſerueir not; for the ſame rea-[|i 
{ſon I deſerue not tobe your f:ther, and there: þ! 
\ fore 1 may i!1 deſpiſe you, who am iny ſelfef 
more worthy to be deſpifed. But fiace our lord 


houlds vs all for his, though we be ſoc miſcra-Y 

| bly weake, it is but reaſonable that we learnef} | 
to be mercifull one towards another, & that weF 
ſupport one another with Charitie, as he doth, 


I have my good brother a gteat delire chal 


you ſhould be ableto giuea good accounte, of| 
that which our lord hath recommeded to you. 
For the good and faithfull ſeruant muſt looke} 

to gain ſine other talents, to the five which were| 
otuen himat the firſt, That ſo, he may heare 
from the mouth of our lord. Ren -yce thou good 
. | and faithfull ſeruant thou haſt beene fauhfull in the 

few things which I bane recommended to thee , and 
1will place thee ouer many. 


You muſt take care of that which 1 is x6- 
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commended to you concerning others, in ſuch! 


*1? 


I Cort , as that you forger hot your owne foule. | 


But yer know that the man, who of all others 
is moſt recommended to you , is your elfe, 
For it will profitt you but little though you 
Should draweall the world, out of the durt; if, 
the while, your ſelfe remainerherein, And there- 
fore, I once againe encharge you, that ſtill you. 
ſceke out ſome fitr of-tyme , wherein you may | 
diſpatch your owne deuotions, and that dayly ' 
you heare Maſſe . and vpon euery ſunday , the 
ſermon, And eſpecially , take heede, that you} 
conuerſe not much , with woemen, For you} 
cannot be ignorant , that they be that ſnare, 
which the deuill ſerts, for the fa of (ſuch as ſeruc 
God. You know how David ſinned, by looking | 
vpon one ofthem; and Salomon, his Soune, finned 


0 | 
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witts , as tO place Idolls un the temple of our Lord. 
And fiace we are ſoe much more weake then 
they, lett vs be afraid ro fall, andcake warning 
J by the misfortunes of others, Decetue not your 
[ (elfe with ſaying , | deſire to doe them good. For | 
HJ vnder the mantle of theſe good deſires, doe thoſe 
A caungerslurke , when prudence accompanyes 
not the ſame, Ani God is farre from deſiring, 
that I should >rocure the good of another, with 
the Spirituall hurt of my ſelfe, 


whichyou are ſubicet; I haye already written to 
you, that thereis cucry where ſuch abundice of 


with many , and he walked foe farre out of his |;. 


|. 


Concerning thoſe temporall neceflities to | 


wats, as that when we a«ke any releife, they ſay 
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| 


that they haue enough more neere at hand, 


whome they are to remed y. AndI thought that 
| my Lord the Duke of Sefla had ſent you that, 
 whichmight ſeruethe turne, becauſe they tould 
me | you had ſollicited him for {ome releife, If 
he ave not done it, deſire it of him a ſecond 
 tyme, for he willſend is. He loues you much, 
| forthe care you haue of the poore,andif he doe 
not, our Lord will prouide, though hee make 
| you ſtay a while. = 
I have reioyced much in the charitie which] 
you haue found, in that other houſe, whereof 
you ſpeake. Returne my ſalutations to him, | 
he ſent themby youto mee, And becauſe1Þ + 
am now 1n my 1ourney , I write noe more at| 


| holy ghoſt be with you, Amen, 


| fixed in Teſ#s Chriff our Lord , who will prote& | 


this tyme; but onely that you mult remaine all 


and fauour yoti, And that you lJooke well to|j 
your ſelfe, and that the deuill may haue noe|| 
cauſe toreioyce by hauing induced you to {in-| 
' ne, but that God may take delight i in your pe-|* 
' nance for that whichis paſt, & inyour amend- |}! 
' ment for that whichis to come; And ſoe the} 
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A letter to one whoe had ſome deſires to ſerue God but 
not the cour4ze to beginn, He animates her creatly 
to confiele in God. He reaches ber bow to lowe certai- 
ne perſons who had offended her , and hee gines re- 
medies both 4gainſt ſe ſcruples , and vaine glorie, 


you haue to pleaſe ourlord, butIl amin pai- 

ne to confider your puſillanimitie , i In execu- 
ting the ſame. For I hould it to be a itrange il] 
thing, that one ſhould preſume to remaine in 
che vanirie of this life, and not preſume to ad- 
uenture ypon the making of a new match with 
God , Confiding | in the ſame God, For what 
ma was there cuer, ſince there wereſuch things 
inthe world as men , who hoping in God, hd 


| procuring to liue according to his FE Tee 


[ doe nuich reioyce,at the holy deſires which 


nents ; was forſaken by him? whoe euer in-! 


uoked Tg withan intyre , and pet cuering 
hart, and was not heard by kior) ? Nay he goe 

ſeeking vs, and! inciting vs toſerue him, W 6 
poſlibiliric therefore] is there ; but that ſince he 
15 good, and true of his word he mult come 


torth to mecte, and caſt his armes 4 bout our | 


neckes, an doe vs fauour, when we make to- 
wards hivs, He wil, infallibly he wil, and that 
incomparably more comyletely ; as S. Panle 
aftirmes', then we know how to thinke. 


| 
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| Beginne you ſeruant of God , caſt your ſelfe | 


\ 
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vpon him, and confide, that he whoe gaue you 
tae delire, will 219e you ſtrength to worke. & 
courage to mak eanend, For hecalls not ypon 
{uchas fleepe to wake them, but to- theend that 
he may doe them many fauours, when they are 
awake, Beginne with diligence, and feruour, 
yeaand witha kindeof {trite ; for there 1s not 
a worſcthing: then a faint beginner, who {till 
raKes much care to regale him Telfe & to con- 
tent the world. Shut your eyes, againſt both 
humaine prayſes, & diſpraiſes , for you ſhall 
quickly ſee both the prayer, and the praiſed, 
LORIE? into duſt, and aihes, and him alfoe w "Ws 
1s honoured , and diſhonoured, An wee {hall 
all be pre ſented, before the tribunall of our 
lord , waere the wenth of wickednes shall be ſtopped, 


netymelay you faſt kould on the Cr-ſſe, & fol-|- 


as your reward, for hauing leftall things, and 
your ſelfe with them for his ſake. 


ues all ! ſince he leaues but that which he null] 
quickly leaue whether he will or noe, yea andÞÞ 
euen the enioying it, is agreat miſery ; face al 
that whichis not God. is Þur waight , and ſor 
row tothe ſoule,God onely,] is fufficict for you 


| open therefore your hart, 2 enioye him, yol 


low hinvwhoe was diſhonoured , and loſt his| 
life yponit for you. And hide your ſelfein thoſe|2 
der , that when our lord comes for you,| 
he may bode you there; and may beautifie you! [ 


with his graces, and may giue him ſelfe to you i 


But © how little doth he leaue, who cuen lea-l9 Ke 


and yertue {hall be h ignly exalted, In the mea-| 
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it | fs ſoe mnch biloned by bim 2 what doth it import mee, 
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of louc, then you could have thought, _ 

Sometymes I wonder within my ſelfe, to | 
thinke how one either doth or can wiſhill to. 
another, ſince Chriſt our lordis in the middeſt 
betweene them both. How can he be diſguſted 
with the body, who loues or ought to loue the 


roſcfrom death to life , & appeared to his diſci- | 
ples, he placed hins ſelſe1n the mudſt of them , and 
not at the head or els where, And this ypon | 
what reaſon, but to make ys vnderſtand that | 
he isin the midit of vs, and that we cannot doe, 
yea or euen delire to hurt any body , but that 
firſt it muſt paſſe tarough him. He who Joues : 
not his neighbour, loues not Chrift our lord, 
and as for him waoe loues not Chriſt our lord 
it were better for ſucha one not to haue beene 
borne, ſince he arriues not to know for what 
he was created , which was to loue our lord. 
Conceiue that your neighbours are a certaine | 
thing which meerely c6cernes Chriſt ourlord, 
that they are his Images, and the creatures for 
which he gauc his blood, And therefore ay, | 
How $hall I wish ill to him , whom my loyd loves? 
How shall I be able to deſire death tohim , to whcn- 
my lord will zine life, My lord dyed for theſe per ſons, 
and would yet aodinereturne to dye for them, if itwere 
needefull; and sball I then faile to love that man, who 


if they doe me ill offices, for I love them not for what | 


head? doe you not know that when our lord } 


they are , nor for any thing which they doe to mee; 
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ſhall fnde him more {weete, & muck more full 
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| O lord lett them enioye thee , for thou bat a minde to 


j like then tor Coriſt s ſake, and what then baue ibeit 
ll deedes to ave, towards the making me take that lou 
from them , which [ carried to them , for Chr iſt's ſake. 
[ beſeech Gid they may be great in his preſence && thatl 
they may enioy him , and be them that ſoe there mayl 
be more temples , wherein my lord may dwell , mare 
| ſoules which may praiſe and ſerne bim 4d mores 
| hayts which may loue him , for be defersie them all. 

| And whenſocuer you ſee them ſay. O lord 4 
\ thou palſeyeruſe ſoules , and lett them be onely tine, bs 


communicate thy ſelfe to all. O lord they are ſoe many 
Imaves of thee make them like to thee more and more, 
oF bout h to them & mee, to all gine pardon,o TYAce, 
glory. If your tongue will not ſay this , yet let, 
| your ſpirit ſay it, and lift vp your hart to ourf! 
lord \demaunding ſuccour of him and faying,! 

0 lord for thy loxe *o not for theirs , and by lrrle : 
and lirtle, you ſhall finde your ſelfe in peace,|! 
And :Cchere chance to be any watre , bee not} 
ouercome therein, and doe not ſay, or doe any, 4 
thing which may be againſt their good, and: 1 
conſent not to any ching in your hart which : 
be of diſaduantage to che. 5 

The ſcruples c6cerning your c6feſſions, areal 
temptation wherewith the deuill tormets you, | 
& depriues you of theſweetenes of your ſoule,] 
and leaues you without gult | in the things ot] 
God, For the creature who is ſcrupulous, is not! 
fit either to loue God, orto confide in him, not 


| doth helike the way which God houlds with 


him, and then he e goes to looke other ways, 
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Endes not that, in Gods wayes , which giucs 


40087 


fault of all, for he raiſes theſtorme, where the- 
'ewasacalme, and hee found it in his owne 
way,and not in the way of God, whichis very 
ſnooth and plaine. 

Make you aleſt of ſuch.things, & ſubmit your 
I ſelfe to that which , your ghoſtly-farher ſhall 
'J ordaine;& be not carryed away with ſcruples, 
A nor with your owne conceipt , but fay , my lord 
'} God 15 not ſcrupulous , 1 doetbat which they comaun- 
| deme in his name and I am to accounte 10 him for. 

noe more, Shall T be plaine with you make haſt, 
{ make haſt to loue, and theſe ſcruples will fall 
#4 away , which riſe but from a tcarefull hart, 
For perfect lone caſtsfeare out of doores Pray to our 


DC 


confide you inhis merci, that ſeruing him he 
will be goodto you, and will dayly be giuing 
you to vnderſtand your faults , that you may 
mend them, | 


2 tionof vaineglory, and {ay toit, Neither will I doe 


cal {t, nor leaue to doe it, for thee. O lord to thee it #s, 
2, {Pai I offer what ſocuer I can doe , or ſay , or thinke 


Which may picaſe him ſelfe better, becauſe he | 


Þ him ouſt, And this ſcrupulous perſon hath the | 


lord & ſay Dews menr illumina tercbras meas, And | 


I would alfoe haue you laugh at the tempta- | 


le, And when, vaineglorie comes againe, ſay to 
of! itthus, Thou comelt too late, for it 1s already ginen 
10t MY '- God. Itisa good adniſe , that beginners are 
zo to doe nothing exteriourly which may ſeeme 
ith} to be of much ſanctity, for being younge and 


4 


render and all their buſines being but yer in 
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flower . the winde will doe them hurt; and it is 
better for chem to hide their oraces , "ahi to 
ſhew them. And ſoc mult you dve for 25 much 


as poſlibly you can; and that which you cannot 
conceale, doe freely and without feare, And 
raite caſt vp your hart toour Lord, and fay,| 


Non nobus Domaine , non nob:s , ſed nomini two da 


Ls 


zloriam. Or els you may ſay, Gloria Pairi , cM 


Filio, e Spiritut ſanto, 


And for concluſion , I recommend to you, | /þ 


that you calt all thatout of your hart, whichis! 
not God, and that in this world you loue tca- 


res, Gllirude: humilitie, and penance; and lett_ 1 | 


your Ccyes be ever turned to our Lord, that your. 
feete may be delinered from the ſnare. Put the law 


of God in pratiſe, and you ſhall ſee how he! 4 


will {weeten your way , and' how he will 
caſt your enemies vnder your fete. Andi 
by working you ſhall grow to vnderſtand that, 
which you knowenot how to conceauc, either|| [- 
by ſpeakivg or hearing, For in this way of God, 
theſe tepid and calling g people learne little, yy 


Pg 


they whoe are diligent 3 in putting the hand to) 1 


worke learne ach. Our Lord leſ#s Chr:{} gocs 
before you, follow him hcere with your C rolle; 
and one day you ſhall be with himin heauen, 
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"#0 ; -” | 
; A Letter of the Authour to a fred who- 


Ce he auimates t0 ſerue God 11 good 


earneſt. He Shewes the vanity and 


miſciy 0 f the world, aud the bappines 
which 13 obtained by ſeruing God. 


S$ he, whoe hoping for the good ſucceſle 
1, of what he deſires, retoyces when he ſees 
1 | fome likelyhood thereof; and although that 
4 iikelyhood be not very great yet it giues him 
Y ooclittle ioye, through the excelle, of his deſt- 
MY] re: loc my ſoule is Glied with coniforr by your 


A Letter; for me thinkes the wordes conteyned 


Y chercin, vive me a hope and taſte of ſomewhat 

MJ which hath reaſon to make mce gladd , and 
MJ which if ir might once take full effee, would 
breede a 1oy in mee ſoe yery great, as would be 

> þ cqualled by few others. 6. 

| Mygood Sir, I delire to ſce that ſoule of 


2: yours "uooutled and diſcharged from the 


many yanities, which arc affected, and frequen- 
ted in this world ; and that you would belecue 
with afaithfull hare that your true repoſe con- 
lifts not in any arker . then in him whoe 
created all things , & that you would goe yp 
and downe full of care, in ſearch after this gnnd, 

and beſoe wounded, with the loue of him, "hat 
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all this world, with the beauty and foyer the- 
reof, might ſceme but a ſmoaketo you, which 
yanithes. as a Shaddoyw which hath noe bulke 
OL body, and indeede a mcere deuice , how to 
make men fooles, working ſuch as loue it, to 
be the enemyes of God, andto preferre the rem- 
porall before the etcrnall. 

Was there euer ſcene any miicheife ſoe great 
as this ? was there euer ſcene , any exchaunge 
{oe pernicious as this 2 where are thoſe eyes. 
which ſee not this 2 and that hart which hath 
| noe feeling of this? Andyet ſocgreatis our frail- 
| cie, that if Chriſt our Lord did not awake vs, 
and make vs vnderſ{tand this truth , it would be 
noe more polltble for vs to be deli nered from cr- 
rour , and deceite then it is poſsible, in nature 
for <= EN man, to {ce, ora dead man, to liue 
' O thou miſerable man, who art worthy to be 
lamented with a flood of teares! who art (oc 
vehemently inclyned to that which hurts thee 
\ moſt, and yet conceineſt withall, that it is good 
' for thee. Thou thinkeſt that all h ah gone well, 
and that thou art growne happy, when thou art 
accommodated with the thingsof this life, and 
thou haſt hardly any feeling , nor doeſt thou 
thinke it worth fs lamenting , to bein enmity 
with almightie God. Thou "knowedt how to 
regard, and yalew the honour of this world, | | 
which paſles away , at ſea-full ſpeede, yea and | j 
euen whileſt ir laſts, it makes not the owner the- 
| reof. one haires bredth the better , in the high 
| preſence of God; and thou haſt noe care at all 
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hether thou be honoured or dishonoured, in 
he Court of that dinine Mateſtie, Thou feareſt 
ome.little affront , which heere may threaten 
hee; but thou ſeekeſt tor noc remedy, againſt 
hat huge affront, which is reſerued and threat- 
&c4 ac the latter day, t o all fuchas shall nor haue 
lone honour to our Lord , witha lively 
1d trac obedience, Thou makelt much account 
| f thy (elfe, and little of almighrie God, for thou 
Phulfileſ chyne owne will , in diſpight of his. 
And any cifle which cogices nes thy ſelf, offends 
hee much; and, the while, thou aflnce Care at 
15 of thac ts night y erties (hs honour 
jot God, Thou liueſt aficr thine owne fasnion, 
Ela tnou maſt be wholly miſerable; and rhou 
7 not as God would haue thee , 
| mp fel: FRY. 
| Oneot theſe two things is infallibly true, 
Either that the light of the h 2oly ghoſt, mult be 
Ithar which vrges yo enforces this blindnes vpon 
' ys, which cannot be, or els, that the great ror- 
l'encor, which isprou ided for ſing 1e wil 1; one day, 
[open the eyes of ſuch deceiued per ſons, a 
there will be noe remedy for their miſery, For as 
{ d. Greoory faith, Thee) es which frane «huts, paine 
fWpens. And tl herefore Sir, if you loue your ſoute. 
I If you feare almightie God , if your hart be not 
'F flint , looke carefully v vpon the shortnes of 
If WE life, and how many you haue knowne,whoe 
{Þcing well accommodated and {ſupported heere, 
Rod 1 nath commannded to goe hence, and hat 
not with [oe much contentment and joy, 25 they * 
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| would] haue wilhed, but complayning that Th þ 
world had Jeceinied the, &that for loue thereof 1 
{ they had neglected the ſeruice of our Lord} 
That which they were, wee are, & where thei 
f bearrined, we chat arriue, and ihe ſame carthM c 
' muſt receiue ys all, & comertys allinto it ſelfe M 
| For what therefore doc we ſtay? By wha « 
are wee deteyned 2 What is that, which deccif F 
| ues vs, and makes vs ſoe profoundly car eleſſe}! # 
{ of a bulines which ſoc highly | imports 2 What 
makes ys thinke that it concernes vs little, i « 
notwithſtanding that noe other thing imports, 3 * 
'vs at all, in compariſon of this 3 And if} 
wee ſhall "confeſle , that we hould it to be. J1 
highly 1 important , why then doe wee labour Þ 'F 
foe little for it ? why doe wee ſpend {oe fell : 
howersabour i it? Why doe wetry foe few con-/Y « 
cluſions to obtaine it > why doe we aske for 
little aduiſe, how we may contriue it: Is it rea-'# 
 ſonthat any little fitt of tyme , which wee em-1! ; 
ploy about this bulnes, ſhould foeme ſoe great #1 
2 matter, whereas yet wee neuer thinke much, [| 
and be never weary, how much ſoeuertyme we'll: 
| ſpend vpon the bulines of this world? If any? I 
queſtion be moued, about expence to be madelY| : 
vpon ſome preſent occaſion of yanitie, hovll 
magnificent are we wont to ſhew our ſclues| : 
| but how miſerly, on the other f1de,in any chinelf | 
| which it concernes vs to doe for the honour NM 
God , and the good of our neighbours, In thai 
Fomiaer caſe noe conſideration is had, cither of 
 children,or prouifion otherwiſe for the howle, 
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bur all that, is laid alide, for the reſpect which 
is had to forte curiofity. But in the latter, ſucha 
bop of conſiderations, & reaſons are brought 
q into diſcourſe , as ſane to ſhutt the purſe, and 
q co tye vp the hatds from that good worke, - 
4 But what ſhall I ſay of this other proofe of 
our frailty 2 Our whole life proclaimes with a 
i, "y _ oud voyce, thar wee valuethe pr clent world, 
© A more then the future ; the extcriour, then the 
A interiour ; riches,then goodnes, For that thing 
| oc weloue beſt, which we deſire moſt to ob- 
| taine, whenwe cont it, and which we labour 
'1to Cett with moſt anxiety ; & wherein wee ioye 
4 moſt when wee haue 1t, and for which w ee ſor- 
HJ] row moſt when wee looſe it, And if the caſe 
1 I arriue , wherein we muſt looſe the one or the 

J Yorker » we put our good conſcience in hazard, 

_l for putting thatin exccutis, which the honour, 

-2-©] or profitt or pleaſure of this world ſuggeſts. 

b The day will come, and that quick dy, 
1 | whenthoſ worldly perſons will fade tnem- 
-b,. b ſclucs (tr aungcly diſappointed , and hauing loſt 
we! I Il 111 their iabours,and leauing the fruites heereof | 
ny{l | behind them they {hall be preſented all naked | 
ade] and poore, and in the extremity of confuſion, 
ow\l $| before him , who ſent them hither, not to the 
ies {| cnd thar they thould goc fooling aftet vanities, 
in but that they might paſſe through theſe tem- 
x of porall things | withourſtaying or ſetting their 
_ harts vpon them, and that having their bodyes. 
x offſÞ8| beere ypon carth , their ſoules might be aſpi- 
vie 110g to beauenly things. A nd that though tic | 


Ad Fr es Ee 
EEE 3 nd a Fob 93 Leong, - 
I a foo a 


497 
— os SIS Os TY 
N —_ _— 
. 7 = * 


| 


——— 


+ GAGLIEIIAN p——_— 


—_—_— 


"SPIKTTYALL Ep. 8. 


live inflesb; yet they should nor live atcontieh 
tothe deſires thereof, and though they dwell in 
the world, yet not to haue the conditions of the] 
| world; but that like children who imitate their fc 
| father, they might bepureand true, and pious, 
"and humble , and meeke, and chat they might: 
 (ceke after the olory of God, & thegood of their | 
neighbours, Þ 
What will hee be able to doeat that day, 1 
| who ſhall not have performed the thing , for 
{ which he was ſent, into this world 2? what wills 
| he be able todoe, by whoiec thought it hath not 
foe muchas paſſed, that he mult once voting 
to attendto it, but who forgetting the purity, Ae! 
and perfection of xchriſftian life, whereby heeWc 
was to imitatealmighty God, hath defiled li Þ 
elfe, in the mudd of carth; and hath procce-/ Þ 
| led like ſome foolish boy, who. being ſent a-t! 
bout bufines , would necdes ſtay to paſſe his Þ1 
tyme, and play with other boyes; orels loyter 
tor ſeeing of ſome vaineshow, and neither did Yn 
that which he was commaunded, norſoe much $1 
a5 remembred where about, he went, till reeur-| R 
ning home at night, withour any anſiveare co-/- 
cerning his buGnes;, heis receiued with repre-# E 
| henfions, and ſtripes, by him who feat him. MF 
Let vs awake, whileſt wee have tyme, and Wi 
Tett vs baue an eye to that which imports vs! 
moſt, and which is to laſt for ener, And lett vs 
;eaue vatiity to yaine perſons; for both it, and} 
they ſhall periſh, Let vs raiſe our eyes rowardslc: 
k Um, who gane vs the life and being, which wee k 
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auc; and afterwards gaue his owne lite, to | 

he ond that we might not looſe ours, And | 
icrhgreat labour he raught vs the way , whe- 
eby we were to walke; andby a death which | 

as full of torments, and repeodches, did he 
encourageand ſtrengthen vs towards the pur- 
haſe of * yertue; and he obteyned gracefor ys, 
hereby we might be ableto Fe , and pleaſe 
Umightic God. | 

| Lett vs ſearch into the moſt hidden corners 
of our harts, and letr ys curethat init, which is} 
ounded. Lett vs vntye the fetters' of our 
innes, Let vs procure to redreſle our ſelues in} 

Fc har which giues vs moſt cauſe of feare, Andj 
Wet vs appeaſe the clamorous remorſe of our 
FConlcience, with doing that which God com- ! 
naunds by the DiQamen thereof, that ſoe all 
hings being once well ordered, ind agreed, wef 
may like true and watchfull ferudnes expe the 
Fcoming of our Lord,and that we may be found | 
id with tapers lighted in onr hands , and wuh our loynes | 
F-:rt, and that we may hicare chat {weete word. 
; Krvce thou good and faubfullſeruan,whoe bafi bene|,, 
aitbfull in leſſer things ; I will place thee ouer greater. | 1,auh. | 
RFEnter thou intothe icy of thy Lord, - 25. | 
FT That is thedayefor kicks good chriſtians | 
Whope, and in coternplation whereof, they, who | 
live heere in paine, doe intyme paſlc Grow 

\ ns with much patience, And this expectation 
| of that crowne, giues them hart, to endurethe 
Ycombatrts of chie\ world, and of the flesh. Ma- 
King eletion of abafoment heere,for that eter- 
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nall aduancement; and of this inort jamentg: 
| tion, For that delight , which thall haue noe 
end ; of looling their will heere that they may. 
haue it euerlaſtingly vnited tothe will of God, 
in heaucn, Where they ſhall haue nothing 
which may diſguſt them, bur all that ſhall be 
done, which may content them, For they ſhall 
pollelſe almightie God, astheir moſt eh trea-| 
ſure, in whome is conteyned all Good, 
If our Lord haue yet begunne to viſit 
that ſoule of yours , you will ynderſtand what! 
Ifay,and y will profitt by it, If not ( which, 
God forbidd) it will be but the hearing of a] 
ſtory, which is inſtantly forgotten, I defiretha 
Clif our Lord, may be the [ Love of you , and; 
{ of my lady your wiſe, whoſedeſire to ſee mee,] 
Ipray God reward.But thinke no more of your| 
coming this way , till firſt God {ſhall Big ſoe] 
diſp oled that I may goe thither to you , the 


ws 46 becauſe I alſoe deſire , that it may 
be foe. | 


v1 
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nay 4 letter ro an afflicted lady wheſe ſicknes hindered 
od M certaine denottons Which sbee had beene wont to 


ing yſe. He teaches ber how to finde peace , and true | 
bel repoſe which 15 noe where but in God. And of the 
all great Care , wherewith she was to pronide that 
ea-M the forbearance which she vſed of her exerciſes of 
ſp11it in ber ſicknes , might not proceede from 
teptditie, | 


which come ypon vs againſt our will,is, 

not to haue committed any fault; which | 
might occaſion their comin o, For a conſcien- 
W cc which ſtands right , will caſily beare any 
weight which you can lay vpon it, but toa 
conſcience which is impure, any little burden 
s1ntollerable, If men knew as well how to 
ſeeke the meanes of true repoſe, as they know 
how todefire the thing, they ſhould enioye it, 
and not remaine with the ſole deſire thereof, 
WY 1t15 the expreſle lawe of God, thatthey who 
haue deſires of any other thing then him, ſhall 
| 


teyned or not obteyned, For ſuppoling the 


le which their conſcience brings, and if it can 


notbe had, they areracked by the delay of the 


T beſt comfort in thoſe afflitions | 


AIRY 


beſubiect to torment, whether the thinsbeob- | 


aot compleately entoye ir, through the remor- 


thing be had which they deſired, yet can they 


thing defired. 


"SPIRTTY ALE © Ep.9l 


The pure deſire of God, is very contrari | 
| to this, For if Damd ſay, Le ive bart recover; 
| which goes but euen in ſearci of God , what kindM! 
of thing willit be to finde him out? If the hurl | 
ger of ſeeking gine them ioye, what will thiff| 
being ſatisfied, at that table, doe? He therefor 
who defires to finde peace ,and true repoſe, mull} 
reſolue to forgoe his owne appetytes, & mulliſM| 
boldly and faithfully lodge himfelt in the will] 
| of our Lord ; and ſoc he ſhall neither be tum; 
bled vpand downe in the darke, nor be aftlic 
ted otherwiſe, by the arriuailof {irange euent; 
But who will now procure that rhe fonne 
of men may atrend to that, which God exach 
at their hands ? How longe will you ve beany bai 
ed, and love vanity, and ſethe after [lyes* w ho ſhall 
| vabeguile ſuch men, and free themfrom thei 
blindenes as goeſeeking peaceand hnde warre 
yea and by the ſame way whercin they ſecke it, 
they looſe it. Let the whole world vnderſtand 
once for all, that as there is noe more then one 
God, ſoc is there noe more then one true repo- 
ſe. Andas, without the true God, there is noe 
God; foe out of his repoſe, there is noe repoſe, 
Certainely the mountaines werelyers , and ſoe was thi 
multitudes of the valleys, and onely in any Lerd God 
there is true ſalvation. This ſay they , whoe atte! 
they are well wearied ypon the experience of| 
their owne vaine defires , arriue to Know at| 
length , both what God is, and what hce 15 ro 
them whoſeeke him, | | | 
Madam , we haue not in our houſe a bitt of ſ} 
bread; 


| 
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bread which wee may 9g oiue our freind to cate, 
who is coming Fi om broad vnleſie we goc 
borrow it of out ncighbour, whois God made: 
man, andone who withall is {oc neereys., a5 
that we is our head, and both our father and our 
brother. He who Fill litt his cyes vp. to him,and 
depend vpon his hand; he who willbe a beg- 
ger at his gate; he who will be in dehfire SChim 
and growe euen fainte through hunger after; 
him , ſhall be refreſhed by the aboundance of 
him, which doth as farre exccede the ſatisfa- 
Hon which creatures giue., as God him ſelfe 
excecedes them, Bur out of God: lett noe man; 
preſume to have any hunger, Fordss. Auruſhne 


ſaith 1 where ſoener fl and bloald 59all expect to fin- 


" 
| 
de a ft: nes amoneſt the creatures , it will finds it ſelfe; 
1 


eceined. Soe thata manmiay vnderſtandby ex- 


pericnce whar difference there is betweene the, 
Creatour and the creatures, and ſoc being vn- 


| ty FRTETn, { lince in! them he found not, 


= at heſought, ) hemay s cocat laſt with an in- 
prey. bart to him, WO alone-i 1s able toimpart. 


Lv 


| ced oy AY great ones of this world, who are 


(em my pare L tec ng. v hat they 8 ztner fron 


| 


norets the foulle: then it is able to receine, 
Your ladyſhip oft not therefore be carryed 
away , by thargreaterrour which yertis imbr 1-- 


nigarily a feed totheir owne will, and v7 10 | 
amid, with particular appetites , and WA9 
thinke belike, that tncy are to abound as muct! 
nore then others ;| ir) deli eof things, as they 
are heere of more eminent ranke & {tite;  Buc 
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hence, but greater torments, For after the rate | 
of the deſire, is the paine, And as S. Bernard | 
ſaith, Let our proper well ceaſe , and there will noe 
| mare ve any hell, And foe wee may ay , let this 
proper will ceaſe, and there will not be inthe 
world , either any finne or any ſorrow, For 
that which comes toys, is not, in itſelfe, the 
thing which giues vs paine , but the coming 
of it , when we would not haue it come. And 
therefore doth God require our harts of vs,| 
that ſoc hee may freethem from many miſeries, 
| and may giue vs in exchaunge, his owne, 
which is peaceable, repoſed and Ioyfull in tri- 
bulation. And agrofle foole is hee, who had|# 
rather liuc in his owne ſtraitnes , then in the|} 
latitude of Almightie God; and who had ra-| 
ther dye in himfelte, then liue, in life. And if 
at any.tyme , or1n any thing , we haue com-\if 
mitted this ſinne , and haye enlarged the 
 raynes to our owne delires , let vs humble 
| our ſelues before the father of mercies , ac|* 

knowledging our linnes,and hoping for par-Þ 
donat his hands, and taking that paine which} 
' grew ypon vs, by the inordinatenes of our ap-} 
petite, towards the diſcounting and diſchar-} 
ging of our fault, For by this meanes, God ii 
| wont to take away our {innes like one who 
ſhould take the boughes or branches of a tre, 
and ſetting them hrit on fire, ſhould apply then 
afterwards, to the tree itſ{elfe,and foe burne! 
vpp, by the rootes. | 
Much better it is for a ſinner , that bet 
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vs learne heereafter , to giue allour deſires to. 


| agreat rocky Mountaine hanging looſe in the 


| place; and who will 'not wonder to ſee a hart 
| which was created to repole , and reſt in God, 


[our harts, but of him, or for the loue of him. 
And foe will the ſadd cloudes of theſe vbprok- 
|table hart-breaking melancholies , and theſe 
both yaine hopes & vaine feares fly from theſe | 
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ſhould grow into paine by occaſion of his ſin- 
ne, then 1nto peace and reſt, For as $, Aungulti- 
ne faith, there 15 not 4 more wofull thing then the | 
temporal felicitie of a ſinner. And as for ys let | 


God. And as aftone falls downeward , and, 
as fire flyes vpward, and as euery thing in 
fine , makes towards his proper place ; ſoelet 
our harts fly at full ſpeede, towards the center 

thereof, which is God: 


Who would not be amalſed , to behould 


ayre , without falling downe to his propet 


detaine it ſelfe , in the ayie , and leflſe then 
ayre? Therefore whether it be that wee cannot 
take true reſt in any other thenin God, or be- 
cauſe this Lord of ours , deſerues, of himſe]- 
te, all our loue, ( lince heisrheloadeſtone to 


after, into ſuch a folly, as that whereof I ſpake, | 
lett vs not ſpott our honour, let vs not coin- 
mitt ſuch a treaſon againſt ſuch alord, asthat 
heereafter , any other defire may enter into 


harts of ours, &1n their placea new morning 
will riſe, which will ziuc vs Ioy, For toſcethe 


light of heaug,is the cauſe of Joy,but the blinde 
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man cannot diſcerneit, For this did Tobias a | 


Wat ivy Cain [ bane 12 this life , fince I cannot ſee th 
izbt of beaen. Tt is a great truth , that noe man 
whois notindeedey obeguiled concerning thiz 
world .can haue any true 1oy of hart,for though 
he thinke; hee ſees ,yctindcede it is bat alioh 
of earth, and not a light of teauen, But after 
| thi; other fighta man growes cuted at the yery 
rote, 
it will be fitt thar your ladyſhipp doe not 
thinke,ro make tie like exerciſes of minde, i 
the way of ſpiritt as before, now that you ate 
ſubie& to an vnlike diſpoſition of body. And 


many haueignor antly 1Alided them ſelues \ fot 


not hauing Beers able to wcigh, what: cheil | 


[ſtrength and Rate would permirt. It 1s cleert 
cat with this condition ot pody whercin yo 
are Fo FU muſt not thinke of Keeping the ſan 
117 bod which you hcld before; rior doth ou 
Ty a5Keany ſuch rhings at your hands, finc: 
111 
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great mercie, and * Jy nothing of vs , bu 
that , for which hee CIUCS VS IMCANES ; And not 
onely hee will not reape where he doth no 
ſowe, but eucn when hee ſowes , he is content 
toreape lefle, then hee hath ſowed. Your ls 
dyſhip mult not be diſcsforted for that whic 
 youare notable to pertorme, for you might 
well put your ſelfe to paine, becauſe you "Haw 
noe wings where withto flye, Doe oo plac 
the ioye "of your hart ypon hauing conſola 
tion, or vpon making g Prayer, but ypon the ac 


A. — fpnnnaynin— 


ohit 
teri 


| 
| 


10M 


t 


—— 


EPISTEES 


——— 


Es ae 


Ep.g. 69 


——— Fr , 


complithment of the will of our Lord. And 


lincehis pleaſyre is, that the tyme which be- 
fore you ſpent in praying ſhall now be ſpent in 
vomiting, let it beſoe inthe name of God; and 
lett his contentement be ours, and lett vs more 


| elteeme that he be pleaſed, then we would to 


pollefle heauen and earth, Andif we be trou-' 
bled with any {cruple, that ſuch or ſucha pu- 


| niſhement came to vs for our hauing com- 


mitted ſuch , or ſuch a ſinne, and that God 
chaltiſes vs now for the thing which wee inor- 
dinately deſired before ; inthart caſe, what haue 
we more to doe then to caſt our {clues at his 


feete, deliring both correction and pardon, And 
© our lord will either giue them botn , or els rhe 
| pardon, withour the correction , but neuer the 


correction, without the pardon, if the faultbe 


| notour owne, We muſt thereforetake any tri- 
ulation, as an carneſt penny, or introduction 


to peace; and prouided that there may be peace 
betweene God & vs, letany thing come which 


he will ſend, 


Oneonely thing wee haue to feare inthis caſe, 


which is leaſt wee ſhould ſlubber oger our ne- | 


glgences, ynder this occaſion and pretence,of, 
| Can doe noe more, Wee muſt heere looke ypon 
our ſelues with many eyes;for this Eve, which 
liucs within ys, is ſoedelirous to be cheriſhed, 
and regaled, and to be waiking vp and downe 
thegarden, andto be cating of the forbidden. 
fruite,that ſhe wants not athouſand inventics 
fo make reaſon belceue, that ſhe demaunds noc 
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any thing of ſaperfluity, but of meare necelli. 
tie, and ſheis ina mightic chafe if they beleiue 
hex not. Madam there is neede ke of two 
things; The onethat when wee clerely ſee, that 
wee are able in ſuch caſes, to performe our ſpi- 
rituall exerciſes, wee muſt not omitt them, by 
any meanes, Be not faint in labouring for the 
loue of our lord, {ince true loue rower not, 
what it is to be renulle, & as you are to þe com- 
paſſionate, & pious towards your beloucd, ſoc 
are you to be ſeuere, and nothing delicate to- 
| wards your {elfe, Your lad yſhip {hall doe well 
to call to minde, what bei acts the loue 
of Chriſt our lord hath wrought inthis world, 
| in thoſe harts where it hath dwelt.It hath mad 
them endure priſons , torments , diſhonours, 
and that with much joy , whileſt the great 
worth of the beloved hath beene placed befoid 
the eyes of the layer, And fince it hath wrought 
ſoc great effects in others , let it not be T4 
weake in your lad yſhipp , , 4s that it cannot 
enable you to palle ak a little affliction, 
for the pleaſing of {oe high a Lord ; by who! 
me you ſhall be ſoe much the better accepred, 

$ you ſhall come to him with more affliction, 
Yer ſoe , 2s that our Lord i is not deſirous of 
our paine, bur onely of our loue, bur yet it is 
{till true withall, that the truth of loue is hard- 
ly knowne, but in ſomewhat which puts vs to 
paine, For the fred who (lands faſt in tyme of tii- 
bulation, bes the true freind indeede. And though 
God doe well know , what wee are , without 
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to trye vs, that wee may know it too ; that 
 ſoe wee may haue comfaort-in finding ourſelues 
| faithfull to him, in point of loue ; and foe may 
| live in hope , that wee ſhall goe to enioye our 
beloued for Patience breedes Hope, as S. Paule 
ſaith, 

So that this muſt be your method, till you 
haue perfect health , that when you are free 
from your yomitts & paines, you may exercice 
your minde in ſpirituall things; and at thoſe 


tymes you muſt alſoe beſeech our Lord, to giue 


i you light to know , when it is the flattery of 


fleſh and blood, and when it is Iuſt neceſlitie, 
which hinders you. For he who yſes the 
| knowledge well which he hath, ſhall obtaine 
light, for that which he knowes nor. Butas for 
| others , with what face can they aske new 
light , ſince it may be anſweared them thus, 
| why deſireſt thuu 16 know further , what my will 
and pleaſure is , fince in that which thou knoweſi 
already , thou complyeff not. And when you are in 
any eaſe , though it bee not much , let your 
mind alſoe bee in ſome exerciſe of ſpiritual 
things though it be not much , nor with 
much attention , but onely recording your 
delires , and preſenting your ſelfe before 
our Lord. And by this , and withall by nor 
letting your hart ſincke ( for euen the yery 
life of the ſoule conliſts in that ) your la- 
dyſhip ſhall paſſe on , vntill that God prouide 


| 


making any particular experiment,yer he loues_ 


otherwiſe, 


Rom, F. | 


| 
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 ſeeke him, and to finde him bur onely in ſuch an 


The woman of Samaria asked where she was| 
to pray, and out Lord anſweared her , thatit was 
.Lnery where to be done , and thatinſprritt And foe 
is the chriſtian to * oy , Who 1n all kis workes, is 
to pray to our Lord, not in the mountaine or in 
rhe remple | alone bur i In eating , drinking and| 
fleeping , in healch and in ficknes , referring all 
to Ged,andioying in all things becauſe here- 
celues chim from that holy hand, | 

Your ladysbip 1s to Lane oreat care , that 
you andehies not the goodnes ; of God, Gs ace he 
is immenſe, Doe not thinke that you are to 


expreſle olace, or determinate,worke, He is 
euery where, and youare with him, and if you 
 {eeke him encry where, you shall euery where 
be {ure to.finde him. I rejoyced ( ſaith the wiſe 
man ) in all things, becan'e this wiſedome went be- 


| fore mee. And foe doth hee alſoe retoyce, whoe 


in all things behoulds God , verforming that 
| which he commaunds , and ener keeping the | 
hart In attention cowards him , and from the 
contrary flowes ſadnes, and diſouſt, and de- 
 iection of minde , which is athing to be # auoy - 
ded, with much diligence. For ( asitis written), 
[here is no profitt in ſuch ſadnes, Nay it brings 
much hurt borh to our body 8 to our ſoule, 
and to our neighbour, Whereas toy , and com- 
fort giue ſtrength, and perſcuerance makes our 
{pirituall enemies grow fadd , it cherishes the 
ſick of God , which dywells in ſuch as are his 


{ſervants Wi: ha (piviet in cheerefull. 


dens. Yate yy 
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Belides this , your ladyship shall doe well 
to receiue the Body of our Lord , now and 
then, And fince the lodging which he takes 

yp, is in the hart, you are not to bein paine, 
for that your body i is noe better, And though 
there may: be ſome impediment, why wee can- 
not labour, yet there can be none , why wee 
may not love. So much the more myſt wee loue 
our Lord, becauſe hee is both omnipotent, and | 
very delirous to giue {trengthto that hart which | 
ſeeckes to loue him. for this tends tothe accom- 
plishment of:that very thing , which he likes 
belt of all others both in Treaueri andearth, and 
that is Love. Wherewith I deſire that your lady- | 
Ship may foe abound on carth , that you may | 
deſcrue to be lodged ncere our Lordia heauen. 
Amen. 
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thinke, that you are troubleſome to mee, I, for 
| my part, haue not taken vpon meſo in ieſt, that 


i. —_—_—_—— 
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| A Letter of the A uthor to a Lady , whome he ha 
greately in charge , and who feared , her ſelfe 


be troubleſome to him. He takes all feare fron 
her , and animates her to perſener in the way 
vertue , which she had beoun ; and adniſes hy 
to the ſeruice of her neighbours , 4s a good mea.\l 
nes , whereby she might obtaine the gwft ( 
Contemplation, 


F you knew how great ioy I haue felt in 

my ſoule, by your letters, I beleeue you woull 
write often to mee , how carefull ſoeuer the 
deuill might be, to diſcourage you. And if you 
knew how great fauour you doe mee, in letting 
meſee,thatyou are c6fident of my truth to you, 
and if withall you would be pleaſed to make 
tryall of mee, I beleeue you would caſt away: 
great number of thoſe imaginations, which the 


deuill brings to you, about the making you| 


charge of you, whichour lord hath putinto my 
hands , as that any difficulty could make me 
weary of it, how great ſocuer it might bee; and 
how much lefſe can I bee weary , when the 
thing it ſelfe is not painefull ro mee, but de- 
lightfull. I beſeech you, for the loue of our lord, 
that you will aske him, whether I loue you or 
noe. For I hope for foe much favour at his 
hands, as thar he will tellyou I doe,'foraſmuch| 


—_— 
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as he is a freind of truth, and hee knowes that 
the thing, indeede, is foe. Doeyounot already 
ynderſtid, that this is but atricke of the deuill, 
whereby he would pull downe weake perſons? 
| Doe you not know, how much hurt this con- 
ccite doth to ſome of your neighbours , when 
they beleiue it? you know well cnough , how 


to chide them , who will not concciue, that 
they are beloued by their freinds, and how to 
take the part of ſuch as are abſeat. But now 
why take you not that counſaile for your ſel- 
fe, which you giue to others } why will you 
necdes tire me out, with your incredulitie, as 
others doe 2? For the loue of him 


DO I  —eanmnens 


{ 


{ 


| manner ; bur he confident that our lord loues 
you , and imparts true lone to mee , for the 


| & thatthis muſt laſt rill you ſhall hauec gayned 
| which is not to be any little one, nor doe 1 


| inde in my ſelfe, any little toy, that I am hel- 


| . , . 
thinke , that the ſtate whercin you are, is a 


\ who was 
crucified for vs , let not things palle in this 


docing of all that , which is neceflary for you; 


the crowne,to which our lord hath called you: 


ping youto gaine the ſame. | 
You mult alſoc forbeare , both toſay, and 


{tate of condemnation. For that is a meere 
temptation of the deuill , who deſires nothing 
more, then that you may leaue your manner 
of lite, that ſoc, he may carry you away with 
him, And ifitſceme to you, that you hauc not 


H 


that recolleGFron , which you ought , for my part | 


CI 


ee ,  _ 
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L am glad that vou deſire it, and toh forit, But | 
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ceiue, that you are not pleaſing to God, in doe- 
ing what you doe, Many tymes men ſcrue Gad 


it, For ometymes, yea and many tymes, che plea 


| 


girls "ON to him, for his wife; and atthe end the. 


zainf! his liking, And when he ns tix As the- 
ceof, they rould him, that it was notthe fashion 
df that country,to heftow their youngeſt daugh- 
ers firſt, as he deſired, Bur they wished him to 
narry his other ar that tyme, and tharif indee- 
de he loued the yonger as much as he ſaid, he 
hould labour ſeauen years more for that, and 
:hen they would alloe give herto hin, and this 
hee did, and foe he obteyned her. 
Hee who hath a minde to giue himſelfe, as it 


ion and devont prayer, defires that which is very} 


to the [fe of a&t5n, and labour. And firſt hee = 
employ himſelfe vpon the good of his neigh- 
5ours, and afterwards by perſenerance, he shall 
brane theother, when our Lord shall finde it 


Act for him. Bur in the meane tyme hee is con- 


| 


:ented with vs,if we will tigh for this, and if we 


yet you mult notdoe ir foe, as withall to con. 


more, whilſt they have ANG aa (foe that 
yet withall, they procure it), then with hauing 


ſure of God !s that, totneend wee may vie Cha. 
ricie to his children, we {h: all forſake the ſweete. 
nes of attending to himſelſe alone. And the Pac] 
 triarch [acob was ehamoured of Rachell, who w as 
faire, & he ſerued ſ{ecauen yeares, that they might 


reof , they gaue him L14, the lifter of Rachel, a- | 


were, in marriageto the beaurifall life Ceacel] ece | 


200d, But he muit beſtow himſelfe in marriage, 


| 
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"ill atcend to that, Neither is he jn the righr, 
whois gladd of buſines, and imployments; nei- 


vi 


Pi inche middeſt thereof, goes {ll complayning. 


no 

d Bur he atone complyes with rnat which God 
4. | 

"Kcommands, whoe beſtow es his hands, and wor- | 


Us | x . : 
1 kes ypon the ſeruice of his neighbours; and his 
4 delires vpon the ſeruice of our Loid. with more 
= 
El rccolleGtion, Yer {till I ſay, not foe farre. as that 
MK 6. . > . .*, 0 . 
« © this defire muſt make him complaine, or be di{- 
Y onſted, Bur he muſt haute patience 1n 1s bulines; 
_ indin | 1113 deſire and lone, he muſt haue quictnes; 
| his hands in one of them, and his eyes, vpon the| 
"Mother. He obeys iu the one, and he ſues for the 
Mn 7; 
"| other. . And as Fhaue ſaid | elſe waoere, God {erues 
1-/M.. - ; es eng 
bimſelfe of ſome, in the firft life of labour , rather | 
0 ' . Pn ora %; 
* [then in the ſecond life of repoſe, becaufe wee vſe 
* |W/to diſcuiſe that defire , which indeede we hane 
16 
q tobeat liberty, and to follow our owne will, & 
.. || 99t to be pur to ondure the impertinences , mY | 
vexations of others . vader the colour of ojuino 
7 ©] Our ſelues to Cor, fer, {ities 


Our Lord theretore, WE owes foe much 
MK! better, chen our {elucs hat is good for vs, and 


[Ni itr,according to that which he tudges to import | 
1 [vs moſt, And | ſoe, | 11s {eruants mul ſ yeilde obc- 
l | dience to himand acceptof that, with thankes- 
|| giving, which he imparts, And ifany man con- 
. 7 le, "thar the em: ploy ment which he hath, is 


good, bat that hee. for his parr, is weake , and 


ther yer 1s thatother incheright, whoe when he | 


lees chat the Weliees of our hare ſome tymes are 
od | 
3 | { uch; as I have (at), hath care to conduct our 


] 


| 


| 
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that he ſernes not God therein {oe well as he 
ought , or as he would ; I acknowledgethar helfſſho 
0 INT, i | , 

| ſaith true; and I defire, that he will belecue and Mc 


ſay ſoe ſtill. For woe be to that ſoule , which|ſq 
| preſumes to thinke, that he may conteſt with ſWw 
God , any other way , then by beggingſWh 
metrcie, A 
Know you, your ſelfe , for wicked, and 
| God will wrapp you vp warme in the mantle & 
| of his goodnes , and mercie, And euery Cay, | 
{he will growe, in docingy ou greater fauours, 
And conceiue , that ( ſuch as you are even 
now, ) our lord youchfafcs to like, and loue || 
you , but ſoc that you mult continue in the|ſ 
watrre without turning your backe to his ſer- 
| uice, and then yoult muſt eſteeme that both 
hee and I are contented with you. And fince 
| both your father who is in heauen, and your 
{pirituall father who is on earth, are contented, | 
with you; you muſt alſoe be contented with 
your {cife, Notſoc, as that you may giue ouer, 
to proceede, and profitt in the ſcruice of our|Þ 
lord , but that you may not be diſcouraged, or 
| diſmayed, in the manner of life which now 
you hould, And doeyeou alſoce confidently be- 
leeue, that our Lord is ſerued, by your aboade 
where youare; and this I declare to you, in his 
| name; andthat he will comfort you much,and 
| vouchſafe to doe you very great fatiouts. And 
remember this word well. Be faithfullto God, 
and tiirne not your backe towards him. Belec- 
ue not. the cotinſaile of the deuill, nor yet of 
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1-h and bloud. Be bould to truſt, and to offer 


Yeare what you haue begunne, For you ſhall 
quickly ſee, how well God deales with them, | 
who ſtand faſt in hghting for his honour, The 
holy ghoſt be your conſeruer, and comforter, 


Amen. 
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| 4 Letter to a deuont freind of his, _ 
| wherein he shewes how weake , man 
| 1s Without God , and how full of 
| frrength when he # placed in the hid- 
aen part of his face , and what this| | 
ace ts. 


T 


HE peace of our Lord beeuer with you, | 
Soe great 1s our weakenes, and ſoe craf- | 
ty and ſtrong are they who wage warre a- | 
oainſt ys , that it is noe maruaile, if ſome ty- 
mes we be ouercome , but it is rather ſtrange 
tweouercomeat any tyme, Or xather in very | 
dcede wee neuter oucrcome , but Chriſt our eApoc 
lord ouercomes in vs, who is the ſtrong lyon | ;. | 


a 


| | 


q | #1: , and whoe if he ſhould leaue ys, 
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een ti I” 


P/al, | we were in(tantiy to be ewalls? wed vp , as Damil 
7. | faith. But heforſakes ys not; becauſe he lone 
vs, and eſpecially ſuch as place wer bopeun him , a 
the ſame David ſaith, Thet art the defender of 'A 
| ſuch as hope in tl thee, Andifat any ty ne he hide hin 
Cant.z, | felfe from vs; its not becaule he Geparts 3 but 
 likealealous ſpouſe, be {fand. ok eng. mmrough ti 
cranycs, to ſee \yhat that ſoule is doeing , waen 
he hath abſented his Or TOORTOes froin | ler, 
Eſpecially he conſiders, if the ſoule bauelcit ict] 
confidence, which his defire ismay remaine {0c 
rooted inour hatts, that noe winde of tEptation 
may pluck it yp, but may rather aahen and 
ſettle it, beleeutog that how much mure we are| 
tempted, ſoc much more weare veloued by [1m 
and how much more we are perſecuted by out 
enemies {o much more are we cherished by a al- 
mighty God, whoſe care and vigilancy is imcom: 
parably otefs; our cetence, then rhe ſubriiity 
of our encmies cari be for our preiudice, The 
cauſe heereof is, for that he loucs vs more, then 
che deuill abhorres vs and he 1s more powerfull 
then our fles\ is Fraile, and he hath a blefled pla- 
ce of retrcate; whereta 15!n a m2ft ſecure haus, 
and as in the bofonie of a mother , he ojues har-| 
bour, toſuch as being nw caryed with the rempcſi 
of tribulations endured for his ſake , have re-| 
courſe to him. Of this David faid , Thoy Shall 
hide vs in the hidden parie of thy face; 

Do? you not thinke, On Iy beloued brother, 
that you $aall be well 1idden and ſecure, 210 
ioyfull in the face of God : 2 Bur you v1 il aske, 
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why it is called a hidden part, Certainely with 
great reaſon, For as the face of God is not darke 
but bright according to his diuinitie, ſo yet the 


[faidto be darke and hidden , according to his 
humanity, Buc this not when his face shined like 
the Sonne, in Mount T abor, and his garments like the 
light; but when he was disfigured vpon Monnt 
Calwary ; ; when his garments and fleſh yere 


dyed redd with the bloud which procceded 


you well conſider his face, growne yellow with 
his long faſting, and redd with the buffets and 


| of cares s deſcending from his eyes, & of blood 
vj diſtilling from his crowne of thornes , you will 
uM beſure to ſay, that his face was hidden , he of 


whom Dauid faith , that he was fayre beyond the 


bs lips, and that therefore our Lord did bleſſe bim 


for all eternity. 


hidden , and more tormented then rag euer 
was ; and ſoe farre disfigured , that Eſay faith, 

He hath noe beauty , nor grace ; we ſaw him, and be 
had no fioure of 4 man. And againe , Seas 
he faith, That his face was as if it had beene 


med him not. He Lnderss, did ſuffer onr infirmities, 
[and our ſorrowes, and we wake him for ſome leprous 


Perſon , Who had beene frondos's 4nd  abaſed by onr 


1er, | 


face of Chriſt our Lord ,, as God ad man, is 


Eo him , as the price of our redemption. It 


hidden, and deſpiſed, , and that therefore they eſtee- | 


| | 
(welling, which their blo wes had made; &full | 


| 


ſonnes of men, and that grace Was diffuſed through | 


Certainely, the moſt beautifullof men , was | 


Lord, 
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| Well then my deere brother , in this face - 


| which ſeemes to be ſoe deformed, ( but which % 
( 


indeede is rarely beautifull to ſuch as behould 
it with the eyes of faith and loue , confidering 

| | thatit was loue which deformed it, tothe end! 

that he might beautify our deformity ) dothY[- 

God hide them, who labour that they may not! 

depart from him, And he gines them light] 

wherewith to looke himintheface, and to re- 

ceiue ſuch ſtrength, and comfort thence, as to 

maxc them feele, that he ſaid true , who ſaid 

| Shew vs thy face and we shall be ſafe. 

This face is beheld by the eternall father, 
and out of that ſight, doe reſultto vs, the bex- 
mes of his bounty and light, for by meanes the: 
reof doe all thoſe bleſſings come to vs which 
God ſends, And Dauid knowing this, beſought 
God ſaying, Looke , vpon the face, of thy Chill. 
For by looking ypon that face, he layes down 
that wrath to which he had been moued by loo- 
king vpon our impudent faces, and he will re 
moue' the deformity of them , by that othe 
beauty, And to the end that this face of his 
might euer ſtand before his father, Saint Paul 
ſaith , that Teſus Chriſt entred into heauen , to af 
peare before the face of God for vs, And now {ind 
| the cternall Father lookes into this glafſe, tha 
he may cometo ys, ict vs alfoe looke into it,t0 
the end that we may not depart from him, 

We haye not any other remedy againſt ol 
weakenes, but the weakenes of Ieſws Chriſt out 
| Lord, of which $. Paule ſaid that be dyed Wib 
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;| | infirmity ; byt that be lines by tbe power of Gea 
4 Conlider how great things he endured that ſoc 

| our ſoules might be caught to loue that weake- 
bi nes of his, and that we might not giue them 
" away to ſtrangers , they hauing been purcha- | 
b [ſed by their proper Lord, at ſuch a paineful: | 


Wand precious rate. And doe  burweigh , what 
W weake braines we haue , in departing from 
that ioy which recreates the angells, to obtaine 
this baſe delight, which ispoſteſſed by bealts. 
{And how ; onbilerate taat ſoule is, which 
ſexchaunges honny, for gall, and the Crone , 
| for 2 creature. 


i | | Wretched creatures that we are, and whe- | 
"| ]ther thall wee goe, and what ſhall wee ſceke, 
"| lout of Chriſt our lord 2 Shallwe per aduenture 
" |be able to finde out any other Lord like. this; 
ef 120 other ſoe deere companion, and foe truc 


|freind, both in proſperity & aduerfity2 W here 
Jis any other ſoe milde in pardoning, ſoe beau- 


can finde in his hart, to dye for mee, with ſuch 
[teares and with ſuch Ioue 2 and who fl re- 
maines with a diſpolition to dye yet againe, 


if I could have neede of his ſecond death > 
O hoiv fincere a truth was that, which Saint 


we zoe Q Lord , for thou bafl the words of ete1- 
{all Tife. : 


tifullto behould, ſoe wiſe ro conſult, and foe 
\{2ood to loue ? where is there any other , who 


Peter deliucred when he faid , "Whetber Shall 


Wee are well , my deere brother , where 


[Chriſt our Lord, hath h by his mercy. placed Vs, 
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Let vs take heede , that wee trye not what 
Kinde of woefull thing it is , to be without 
him. A very bitter thing it is , and it coſts 
ſoundly, the ſetting on, Lett vs looke ypon 
the afflictions which he ſuffercd for vs , and 
with them lett vs gomfort our ſclues in ours: 
and by them let vs begg his grace , and fa- 
uour ; and he will giue it to vs , that we 
may thereby , ouercome the world, the fleſh, 
and the deuill; and ſoe we ſhall live in God, 
fince he dyed to Kill our death , and to giue 
vs life, 


Ep. 11. 
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| reof , God had gayncd thoſe ſoules, and there- 


| a 0 * 
{ foule; becauſethe good thereof is mine, inre- 
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be date dead. þ 
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| 4 Letter of the Authour , to the ſame | 
| Lady whome formerly he had am- 
| ated , to beareher affiiftions With | 


I Patience. 


M 


«ts... Ae et 


Y ſoule loues yours becauſe God. 
loues it , and becauſe I am to haue 


noe little part in your happines, \S, 


If Paule faith, that they to whome he preached , were 
| 7:5 toy , his benour , and bis crowne z in reſpect | 
| that recciuing the word of God from his 


mouth , they had chaunged their life to the 


| better , and had begun to walke in the way of 


God, and ſoc gaue much ioy/to S, Pauie, For, 
belides that he reioyced in their good, he alſoc 
hoped to receiue a reward at the laſt day , for 
hauing beene that inſtrument, by meanes whe- | 


fore did hecall them hs crowne, Becauſe, as a 
crowne doth beautify , and honour the head 


meanes of any man's preaching, will be a mea- | 


nes of honouring and ioying that man, as ſome 
beautifull crowne of rich ſtones might doe. 


nd 
a 


of ſuch as put it on; ſo they whoe are ſaued by ' 


Now this being foe, I confeſſe you owe me 
not many thanks, for my wiſhing well to your 
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 gard that God hath done me the fauour to be.| 
{tow you vpon me , for my {pirituall childe, and 
will impart you to me as one of the pretious 
ſtones of that crowne, which one day he will 
yvouchſafe mee, if I continue faithfull in that 
yocatio, by which he hath called mee. And now 


| becauſe you are a ſtone, which he will fett in a 


crowne, it is the pleaſ! ure of our Lord to worke, 
and poliſh you, very well, For, it is noe way 
| fit, to put ſuch ſtones in a crowne, as are either 
rough or of noe worth ; but ſuch as theſe will 
be throwne intohell, fince they receiued not 
| their being wrought , and enamelled by the 
| ſpiritt of our lord. But thoſe liuing ſtones, 
whereof the celeſtiall Tersſalem is built , are 


| wrought heere, with ſoe many blowes, that 


|| 2 ſeemes as if-our lord would breake them, 


| and that againe he giues them new blowes, 
{ without compaſſion, euen before the paine of 
the former be gone, But yet, he hath noe inten- 
| tion to breake them, but to poliſh them, nor to 
deſtroy them, but to beautify them; & to make 


them fuch, as that by how much the more they 


more brightly they may ſhine, at the latter day, 
in the high preſence of almighty God. Then 
will that appeare to be mercy, which heereſec- 
med cruelty, And God will ſec thoſe pretious 


| ſtones which hehath wrought,euery one in his pro- 
per place,& that, {o full of blifſe, that the me 


| then kingdomes, and empires, and whatſocuer 
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ſeemed to beill handled heere, ſoe much the 


neſt of them is tobe incs parably moree{tcemed| 


noe A _ 
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q\{ weepe, that there thou .matit wipe away:out 


| that we may enioy thee, whoeart 4i wings; and 
| be rigorous to vs hecre , ſoc that there, thou 


| uen 1s Our corntrey, and our liberty, & our fefti- | 


1 wewill make a ſhift to pailc it heere,tothe end 


\ 
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other earthly things, which can be conceiued; 
O happy ſtroakes, which are to end in ſuch 
a high repoſe ! O happy labour, which thall be 
paid, by the imbracements of God himſelte ! 
Wound vs heere, O Lord, as much as thou wile, 
 ſoethat thou cheriſh vs there. Heere make.vs 


teares, Diſcomfort ys heere, inallthings; foe 


hauc mercy for vs,in ſtore. In this world, weare 
as banithed men, and crowded vp 1nto a corner; 
and weare as it were, vpon an Eaſter exe. (Hea- 


ity. And therefore, howſceuer things happen, | 


| that when the glory of God Shall appeare , we alſoe 
may appeere in glory; & that we may celebrate | 
that toyfull Eſter, with ſoe many Cittizens of 
heauen who firſt celebrated the vgill ypoearth, 
Madam, you mult giue thankes to our lord; 
for hee treates you, as he hath treated ;and as 
he meanes to treate his beſt freinds. And as for 
that onely bepotten ſoune of his, who is the princi- 
| pall fone of all fones, doe but ſee what blowes 
they gaue him. For they wrought, & bettypon 
him, from head to feete; & theſe very blowes, 
did alſoe worke ypon that other ſecond fone of 
heauen , Which is the moſt Bleſſed" virzin , our 
Bl. Lady, And foe according to the place, which | 
euery one is to haue there , he mult be wrought 
and polithed heere, Now if this be necellary, 
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euen for iuſt perſ ons , what ſhall become of ys 
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fianers, but onely that we mult bowe downe 
the head, andſay, O Lord thou punisbeſt mee liule 
in compariſon of the much puntshment which I deſer- 
ue. Alt that which I can ſuffer us little, though T alone 
\ should ſuffer ail the afflictions of the whole world 
For to bim who deſerues hell , what temporall paine, 
can ſeeme great? | 

Lett vs know, that God is full of pittie to- 


| wards vs, eucnthen, when he ſcemes molt ri- 


gorons; without doubt heis full of pitty, lince 
whomeſocuer he puniſhes heere , he will not 
puniſh, but comfort there. For it is written, 
' Chat God doth not punish a man for the ſame thing, 
twice. All that which weendure, we deſcruc, 
butyet Gad is ſoe very fullof pitty that for the 
ſtripes which he ſends ys, he pardons our f1n- 
'nes, and he accounts it foe, asa pcece of ſerui- 
Ce fromys, as that he giues vsa crowne for the 
 ſufferance, And fince the aftlictions of this world 


 preuent Purgatorie , and entitle ys to heauen, 


and beg more of God , then yethe had , and 
euen. be ſorry , when he hath them not. He 
| who knowes Chriſt and his kingdome”, hath 
noe compatſlion of himſelfe, in this world , be- 
| cauſe he knowes himſelfe to be more fitt for 
| God , the more afflictions he endures for his 
ſake, And ſoedid that enamoured Ignative ſay 
| Fire, Croſſe, fury of beafts, cutting , quartering. brea- 
king , and deſtroying of every parte of my whole body, 


[| who will not louethem, when they come, yea | 


. 


' and the ſcourges of the dewill vimſelfe ; Let all theſe 
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Ewho knew well and did much loue outrlocd 


thugs Come vpn mee, aud lett me onely eniy Chrift 
our ord. There is othing in ths world , which 
can doe m8 good ; not ſve mech a5 euen 4 kingdome. 
It 1s more happines for me t dye for Chriſt our Lord, | 
then to exerciſe dominion ouer the earth) , from oneend | 
thereof to the other, This ſaith that Saint , as one | 


les Chriſt ; and who ſaw that all was well em- | 
ployed , which could be disburſed for the gay- | 
ping of. him, 

Tn this manner, I deſire that you would cn- 
courage yaur ſeife to ſufter the Prrgatorre of 
your linnes ; ; yea and though you ſhould not 
haue committed {inne, you ſhould yet apply | 
your ſelfe to endure afflidion, for tne pure loue | 
of leſs ; whoe endured ſoe great things for 
you, withour hauing giuen the Jeaſt ſhaddow | 
of cauſcinhimſelfe, And I would haue you ſay | 
to him, that howſoeucr you are bound to ſut- ; 
fer what he will ſend, yet out of a free hart, you | 
would gladly ſuffer for the pure lone of him, 


| though you were not bound to it. And thus | 


; 
| 
| 


Lord willacceptit at your hands, as an FE mbleme 
which you carry for his loue. "8 the loves of 
this world men vſc to make other Emblemes; 
[dur | ia the love of God , the Fmblame , is ſuffc- 
| rance in affiGlion. And he who is not of a 
ſtrong hart to ſiffer mich , Ictt him neuer ſtand 
telling mee that he oO much, For in this 
| world there is noe love without ereife. I hope 


| according co the intention of your hart, our | 


[in God, that a3 heere hee glues you zretfe . and 
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| trouble ; hs hee] hath prouided a place of reſt 
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and ioy {it you, in the other world. Though |” - 


| indeede , the very ſuffering for ſuch a'Lord, is 


reward enough, And foe that as there is no- 
thing ſoe much to be defired , in the other 
world, as to enioy that kingdome with Chriſt 
our Lord; foe neither is there any thing in 
this, which may be compared to the excel; 
 lency of ſuffering with him, and for him. S»fer 
therefore with a good will,  fince you are to be 
crowned , for the fame. For the aftliCtions 


' which you endure, come toyou but as a fit 


meanes , whereby you may obtaine that 
Crowne. 
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a Me 
<A Letter of the Authour to a Cauallero his freind, 
1 He sbewes how that perſon who feeles himſelfe 
rfl growne could in the way of verine , hath reaſon to 
Nl apprehend it much, and to ereme much , for the 
nll preſent ill , and for the daunger wherein be is 0j 
SY failing into greater mijcheiſe ; and namely of 4 
rfl bardned bart which is the next doore to bell. 
bell That v/ually thu decay of ſpirit , growes either 
nll from merautnde , or negligence, And lafily be 
1tt ſpeakes of i!) remedies. 
Hy Wl 


HE who in ſome former ryme, hath ſeene 

[1 L his foule,a proficient in vertue; and at the 

Ipreſent findes it to be in decay, hath much cau-. 
Iſe to be in paine, and to procure remedy , by 
Jall the meanes hce may. For, if a man be 
[apt to feele the diminution which he may ſuf- 
[fcr, in his remporall good? ; how much more | 
ought wee to apprehend tne'Gecay of the goods 

of our ſoule, which are go:des indeede 2 lob ſaid 
with a decpe {igh , that he wisbed to be as he had 
beene . in the tyme of 1s youth , when our Lord pre- | 
rected hum and when he made his candle shine ouer 
bis head, Theſe and other things, which he] 
aftirmed himſelfe to haue poſſeſſed before, and 
{Were wanting to hin then,at the preſent, mult 
[rather be thought to hane beene certaine choi-| 
ce, delightfujl, and deuout communications, 
which formerly he had receiucd from God,and 
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then were miſling ; then that he was then in 
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| vomitted our, who leades a life of tepidity. 
F mortall man, from this miſery which is ſo great 
{as to make Saint Peter ſay , that ſuch men as "they, 
| had beene better, neuer to haue knowne our Lord, then 
| after they bad knowne him , and walkedin his way, 
| to bane forſaken him and to haue betaken themſelues to 
| wicked courſes, And that wasnot without great ||| 


| .1; if our Lord did not then protet# him, or Carry hy 


| [ Was before &c. 


| wherewith he comforted himſelfe, in former 


| preſent want of his former vertues. For ſince 
| he gaue {oe good account of himſelfe, in that 
tyme of tryall, which is true tyme whercinin- 
deede it may be ſeene, what ſtrength one hath, 
he is found to haue had noe cauſe to coplaing, 


| light over him ;, and therefore he Cark vpon the] 
former oround , who will 2raunt that | may be as 


Now it he complaine &ﬆ this, what will 
that man haue reaſon to doe, who fades him-| 
 ſelfe waſting | in pointe of vertue it ſelfe ; and| 
who perceiues that his {oule goes eſtraunging| 
it ſelfe by little and little not onely from tholeſ| 
communications which he had enioyed , and | 


tyme ; but euen from the very cuſtody of God's 
lawe, and from conformity with his holy will. 

And although this miſcheife be great, euen for 
the preſent , yet is it greater by much, for the 
future lofſe, which may be 3M ed. For a little 
fall,in relationto a oreat one, lyes ascloſeasthe 
ccue doth to the holy day; and as neere he us w be\lf 
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nd 


God, for his pretious paſſion , Keepe cuery | 


miſtery, which ourlord faid to the man who| 


——_— _—_ —_—_——K 
— heed " EIS _ 


we. et. I 1 wh 


i i _— dS. 4 


FPISTLES. Ep. 13. 


Wm —S________r—ww__—— 


| 


93 


nceWhad weenc ck, cigar aid thirty yeares : Now 
hat thou art wiole ; bat take beede thou ſimne noe more, - 
n-Þ leaf 4 worſe thing happen tothee, Theſe words are 
\ to be weighed, & feared withall, for they con- 
2c, EN caine a rigorous threat, and are deliuered by the 
bY mouth of 14th it felfe, and are wont many ty- 
he mes, to be executed , vpon ſuch as feare him 
© not, nortakea courle to prevent their falling 
i into them, p 

T bere happens a wors thing to them, becauſc 
K- the finnes into which they Fall afterward are 
nd more highly qualityed, a more dcepely roo- 
ng] ted, then tbe finnes committed in former ty- 
(eW mes. As there is a difference betweene a man 
1d when he falls with his eyes open , and when 
el with his eyes {hutt ; or betweene a man whoe 
I's hath witt, and yet Jorh the workes of a foole, 
[1.1 om another, who either hath no witt at all or 
or Ill very little ; of berweene a man who ought his | 


le [ſj uice, for great fauours receiued, and another 
1e who had received noeſuch Care, One thing 
bell it is to meete the king in the ſtreete, & ( ſeeing 
{and knowing, who heis ),not onely todoe him 


Y, |! know him at all,or not very well; or at leaſt, 
NF not to conſider who! it was, t that paſſed, 

| A great fauour it is which God doth ro 
10 || them, to whome he ojues both the knowledge 
t | i of their finnes ; and of his diuine loue , but yet 
0 || withall he obliges them to much thereby ſince 
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ic (Fl life to anotherin the way of gratitude, and ſ&- | 


'Y [| noe reverence, but to proceede irreuerently to- | 
at | wards him; and another rhing it is , not to| 


| 
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| ve made. Andif it be ill done, not to pay good 


according -to the guift he faith thal ibe accenni a ſi 


with good; what will it be, to render euill for 
oood receiuzd, and to anſweare with offences 


{infteede of ſeruices ? 
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are wont to ſinne more, and with more faulty 
circumſtances then before; and they come by 
little and little, towards a hardnes of hart; and 
to dry themſelues vp, in ſuch ſort, that they 
are not in diſpoſition, to doe the good which 
they did before; I mcanenot, when they were 
ſoe proſperous , and happy in our Lord , but 
euen before that, when yet, he had not called 
them to his ſeruice, Then doe they figh, though 
it be with a hard & vntoward hart,to obtainea 
little ſpirituall good againe, and they finde it 
not, But that which they finde is, That hea- 
uen is to them made of braſle, and the earth 


| of iron; for there is not adropp of water to be 
| found, which may ſoften their ſoules, or yeild 


them any fruite , whereby they may be ſuſtey- 
ned, And they,whoe in former tymes, were vi- 
fired & watered, with many good inſpirations, 
to whichthey youchſafed not to an{weare, doe 
now delire ſome one,and cannot compallcit. 
Thus are negligent & faſtidious rich men pu- 
niſhed, by being killed with hungary as the rich 
couetous man was afflifted with thirft, And it is 
not many myles, from this hardnes of hart to 
hell it ſelfe, fince the Scripture ſaith: It ſhall goe 


ill with the bard barted at the latter day, And the 


is. 
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1nhere happens a wors thing to them, {ince they | 
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being cured of this euill, colts deere, and it is a 
thing which is of great priuiledge and grace 
when it is graunted by our lord, as S. Bernard 
ſaith. Noe man of a dard havt did eucr obtaine ſalua- 
ton, vnleſſe God, did in his mercy cure him firſt, and 
did take bis ſtony bart from him , and giue him a bart 
of flesh , inſteede thereof. | 
Theſe are the iourneys ends of thoſe wic- 
ked ſonnes , who after that they. were recei- 
ued for ſonnes, and treated after that rate, de 
forget their Lord whoe peſſeſſed them , who made 
them , and who created them. And he who trem- 
bles not at this , doth already giue teſtimon 
enoug 


oh, that he is hard harted ; and hath rea- 
ſon to feare ſo much the more, as he feares the 
lefle. And therefore Sir, let vs conlider theſe 


[| things, as {ignes of that, which is like to fol- 


low. When welce that the foundations of a 
wall fall away, it is tyme to apply ſome reme- 
dy, ſince wee are aduertiſed of the daunger. 
Lett vs greately feare the goceing backward in 


defect, though it may ſeeme ſmall, to paſle away, 


ſome of them be oreatcr then other, 

Lett ys reſolue that this miſcheife proceedes 
from oneof theſe two cauſes; either not being 
tWankefull for the good recciued, or being neglt 


| $990.16 E1Ng 70 
gent, in conferuing it, Saint Bernard faith, That 


{piritr, of one onely day, & lett vs not ſuffer a | 


without puniſhment, And I ſay thongh it ſeeme 
| /nall, for in very deede,none at all is foe, for the 
| very leaſt of themdoth ys much hurt , though 
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the cauſe why God imparting great benefits 
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to many , withont euen ſoe much as their ag 
king, doth yer deny them other inferiour be. 
neftts which they asked afterwards, is becauſe 
they were vngraietyll tor thoſe greater bene. 
fits ; and thereby make themſelues vynworthy 


Vn ont went po. —ow-» 


| of theletfler, Nor is it any new thing, that he 


who vſes illthegreat bleſſing which he recei. 
ues (as if there were noe neede of taking pai. 


| nes, toconſcrue that which is already gotten} 
| ſhould looſe them. Soe that we muſt now| 


thanke God againe, for the benefits which we 


| baue receiued ; and. let vsemploy them well, 


( forasmuch as now remaines inour power ), 
leaſt wee vtterly looſe them all, and our ſelues 
with them, 'Lett vs be the more remiſle in 0- 
ther buſineſſes , that ſoc we may be artentiue 
ro this, with all our power, When a man diui- 


| des his cſtate, into very many parts and pay- 


ments, it growes to be in effect nothing, And 
he who hathrecemed particular bleſſings from 
heauen may content bimſelfe with keeping 
them , and growing rich in them, though he} 
| benotſo proſperous in the goods of this world, 
If he haue a minde to comply very punctually|| 
with the deſire of temporall riches, I feare that| 
it will be ypon the price of ſomewhat els 
which is more worth, For the world 1s ſoe full of 
malignitie, and our forces are ſo weake , that 
wee are like ſome little poore candle , in the 
middeſt ob many windes, and if we faile to be|! 
very diligent, to keepeit in, they will blow it | 


out. Snchis the miſery of vs whoe liue tn this] 
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| exile. And therefore they, who hauc any brai- 
hes, are wont to feare, and ſigh , and groane, 


with deſire to be gone from hence. 

Make you account that thisis your cheife 
eſtate, your honour your ſafety, and your life; 
and place your right eye ypon this and your 
left vpon other things, And if ſomewhat mult 
needes be loſt, ler it be that , which will one 


whom he leaſt loued, into the fr6t or foreward 


{of his company , deſyring, that if any ill accident 
| «hould arrine it might rather fall firfl vpon them , 


| then vpon that wife and children which be loved 
better. And cuery day wee doe the fame ,'in 


lefle, and to ſaue that which is more. 

Lett vs therefore reſolue that it is better to 
haue a good conſcience, then much temporall 
\riches; and to haue credit with God, then with 
man, and ſo in the reſt, And procuring to ap- 
peaſceour Lord, by penance , aud confeſſion, 
for that which is pait , lert vs beginne to make 
| new purpoſes; and lead a new life, with freſh 


|courage, being very much offended with our 


{clues for hauing beene foe vngratefMl, toour 

great benefacour, and foe negligent in thar, 
% RN Mp : o 

which concerned ys moſt. Giue not ouer the 


th 


day be loſt, whether wee will or noe, how ca- | 
\refully ſoeuer we may thinke to keepe it. And 
{lett that remaine in ſafety , which, if our {elues 


doe not looſe , wee ſhall be ſaved for euer: 
[lacob diſpoſed of that wife and thoſe children 


[marſhalling the parts of our temporall eſtate. |} 
For wediſpoſe our ſelues to looſe that which is | 


Gen,31 


OTE = 


PRIFRu _——_— 


—__ 
I 


"> "FPIKITY ALL _ Epas.. 


exerciſes of penance , of prayer, of reading ſpi- 
rituall bookes , of frequentation of the Sacra- 
ments, though you performe them but dryly, 
Burt aboue all lettthere be noe want of humble 
prayer, and of a wounded hart. For our merci- 
full Lord who ſtands expeCting, that we ſhould| 
goe towards him,to doe vs good, will come out 
vpon the way , to meete vs; and will couer ys 
cloſe with the mantle of his pitty , & goodnes, 
And will giue vs new ſtrength , that now we 
may againe, beginne to ſcruc him, and procu- 
re new.ineritts for his kingdome. I beſeech his 
diuine Maieſty , that he may foe proceede with] 
you, for the eternall glory of his goodnes. | 
The bookes about which you aske , and 


Confeſfions, and Meditations of S, Auguſte ; the 
Moralls of $. Gregory ; the Summe 6f the miſteries of 
our faith by Tileman, and Dimiſtus Cartbufianus, 
God almighty keepe you euer. 
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A Letter of the Authour to a Canallier his freind, | 
Whom he per/wades to doe his dewry , which 1s | 

_ to ſight the battailes of our Lord againſt the ene- 
my of God , which is the (elfe-will of man, 


{ 


| 


bf Haue vnderſtood the reaſons, 
JF0 whereby you would perſwade 
CI& me , that it is more ſecurely fitr 
YZ tor you , to dwell in the Citty, 

W* then in that towne, And though 
indeede they be ſubtile, yet they doe not mo-| 
ue me much, For themolt certaine of all is} 
that , which wee doe, after the example of | 
Chriſt our Lord ; and which wee obtaine at } 
his hands by prayer; and which weeſee clee-| 
rely by experience , and not that , which on 
the other ſide, wee take to' bee conuenient 
for vs , through a meere humaine and per- | 
happs a perperuall Kinde of judgment, Who | 
can doubt , but that you , as being an Inha- 
ditant of that Citty , and withall a grear 
fauourer of my meaneneſle , and deſiring 
much , that I ſhould continue to liue there, | 
are both I#de and witnes, in your owne cau- | 
ſe; And therefore the tyme which you ſpend | 
In ſeeking reaſons, were better employed, vpon 
making deuout prayers. Andit will happen to| 
you as Saint Bernard faith it doth betweene| 


the preacher and - his hearers . [F thau wilt }- 
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perſwade , {aith he , thou muſt doe 1t more by fiobing 
then by exclaming, And though in that which I 
haue ſaid , mee thinks you haue committed 
ſome exceſle; yet in another thing, you haue 
the better of it, and youedify mee ; Namely,in| 
your hauing written three letters to mee, with- | 
out hauing received any one an{weare of myne, | 
I eſteeme this fauour, as much more then ſpea- 
king by word of mouth, asthere is difference, | 
betweene doeing, and ſaying. And it is a ruing, | 
which I defire much, at his hands who writes] 
to me, ForT finde ſoe many who are impatient] 


| with mee, vpon this occaſion; that I had rather| 


they wrote not at all, then that they ſhould be] 
oftended with mee ſoe ſoone. And foe much 
of this. 

| WhatſhallI now ſay toyou, or whatſhall ]| 
beg of you, ſince you are {oe mach my good 
Lord; but that ( foraſmuch as you are a Caual- 
lier of honour, ) you reſojue to fight ; and that 
you be not called by a wronge name , a thing 
(from whicha chriſtian ought molt to fly , for 
ſuch a one mult loue ſincerity, and be that ver) 
thing , which he appeares to be, I know well, 
that the vigilancy of our mortall enemy the 
deuill, is ſoe great, that, for the drawing vs to 
[be of his party , and for feare leaſt we ſhould 
oaine that, which he hath loſt, hee will often 
make you feele, That the life of man beere on earth,| 


make you groane ynder the affliction of his ex- 
| treme importunity , and'cry out to our Lord 
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from whome ſuccour comes. Domine vim patior, | Eſay. | 
reſponde pro me. O Lord 1 ſuffer veolence , doe thou | 38. 

| anſ[weare for mee. And now lince you haue one 
{already , who makes youremember that you | 
live in warre, I will put you in minde in what 
ſort you are to wage it, thatſoe you may ouer- 
come, For wee cannot expect , as a fruite of | 
this warre, but either great felicity , or great 
miſery; ſince the triumph of this victory is to | 
be, God poſleſled for all eternity; and the Iofle 
by oy vanquiſhed , is the lolic, and that for | 


ever, of almighty God. 
O that a man were able to thunder outſoe | 


ſtrong a voice, as that it might reach to the | 
cares of all mankinde ; and might aſtoniſh | 
| them with the feare of hell, & encourage them | 
with the hope of heaucn ! O you Sonnes of | 
Adam , how long will you be ſoe blinde as not | 
to ſee this 2 how long will you be ſoedeafe, as | 
| 
| 


———_—__ 


not to heare this 2 how long will you befoein- 
ſenſible, as that this truth will not be able to 
penetrate to the very loweſt, and moſt inward 
part of your harts? Teil mee ; why haue you 
rendred your ſelues {oe baſely , ynder the feete | 
| of your enemies; and why doe yourunne after | 
tiem, with your hands tryed vp, without either 
| feare or ſhame 2 Due you n# know that hee whae 
| ſuffers 2wmſelfe to be onercome by finne, 15taken pri- 
ſoner by the deuili 2 Doe you not knowe that the wages 
| which finne giveth us death , both of body & ſoule 
in hell, and that for all eternity 2 why doe you 
wiſh your ſelfe ſoc ill, as to goe hunting after 
cho Fr = 
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| leaue that fleth, which you loued foe much, 


| 


| the lawes of his mortall enemy, when, the whi- 


Your owne miſcheite ;giuing ſtabs as it were to 
your ownelſoules, by being ſoc mightily inra- 


- 


that rigorous TIndge, whome you will tide 


—— — 


zed for euery little offence which may be offe- 
red you? And why have you not a feeling of 
the lofſe of God,& of his freindihipp ; fince 
you haue ſoe quicke a ſence , when there is 
queſtion of alittle riches, or honour , which 
whether it be kept or loſt, it makes you, in 
very deede, neither inore nor lefle2 what will 
you anſ{weare in the day of viſitation, and an- 
euiſh , which is coming towards you , when 
theſe ſhadowes being paſt , and this ſmoake 
being vaniſhed , you ſhall be ſummoned to 


and toforgoe this preſent world , which you 
ſoeeſteemed, and you ſhall be preſented before 


ſoe much the more ſeuere againſt you ; as he 
hath founde you lefle obedicnht to bim?2 | 
W hat would you hauec him doe ? would you 


haue him Kkncw .you for his Caualliers, you 


who haue gone fighting in his enemyes campe, 
on their fide? And whilcit hee mainteyned you 
with his bleſſings , and euen with that very 
life , whereby youliue, you would ncedes obey 


le, you deteſted his 2 what would you haue God 
doe ? would you haue him pay you for the ſer- 
uice which you haue not done? Into what rea- 


{onable minde can it fincke, that I ſhould ſeruc 


one man & demaund my pay of another : with. 


what colour can I, who haue offended aman 
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faithfull ſeruant? Let vs not be deceified, O 
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shall reape corruption 3 and he who will reape life, 
| muſt ſow in ſpirit, for grapes grow not out of tharnes, 
nor figgs ont of thiſtlec, | 
I had forgott my ſelfe for I was ſpeaking to 


i. 


profitt to ſound a trumpett to him whoe is in 
the prgfundity of deafenes2 what doth it pro- 
fit oy” ,to ſay Heare this, to men with whome 
it eMers not,cuen by the very fir{t gates,of their 
hart. What ſhall we doe,O Lord? for now 1 fee 
that the threat which was made by the Prophet 
Efay is fulfilled, Hearing you shall beare, and not 
vadeiſtand, and ſeeing you shall ſee , and yetnot ſee. 
For neither words nor ſcourges , nor ſweete 
viage cann ſuffice to waken thoſe miſerable 
creatures out of their deadly fleepe;till their end 
arrive, when they muſt heare the ſentece which 
ſends them to Hell, and then muſt feele eternall 
torments, without any remedy thereof, A great 
miſery is this, & heeis happy, whome our Lord 
hath delivered from it; giuing him notice of his 
wicked wayes, anda will to walke afterward, 
in ſuch as arc o00d, Remember you therefore 
that day , wherein God called you, and know 
that then God opened your eares, and eyes, to 
the end that you might both ſee, and heare; as 
verely and as truly, as if he had cured ſome per- 


ſon, who had beene blinde, and dumbe., And 
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dead men, as if they were aliue. What doth it 


| 


| 
| 
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mein, in this z Noe man Shall redpe, but according 10 Gal. i6 
| that which be hath ſowen, He who ſeweth in flesh, 2.cor.9 
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| with our Lord, was giuen you, to which noe 


ligne of your true gratitude, beafaithfull care 


—_— 
had 


remembring it, giue great thankes for the ſame;| 
fince aguift was then giuen you, if you diſpo- 
ſed your ſelfe well to receiue it, which is more 
worth, then all things els ; ſince freind{hipp 


other thing may be compared. And lett the 


of perſeuering to Keepe your eyes , and cates 
open towards Almighty God. For hee would 
be much more blame-worthy , who ſhould fall 
when his eyes were open, and might ſee that 


hee were falling; then another whoe - ib 
{c 


|eyesin his head, It is one thing for a {We to 


doe abſurd things 3 another thing , for a man, 
who is of iudgment. And ſoe the fall of one, 
whome our lord hath rayſed, and placed vpon 
his feete , and giuen him light, wherewith to 
ſee; is more diſpleaſing to his diuine Maieſty ; 
then they which he tooke, before they knew 


g of hea- 


uen, that they vndertake not this buſines in 
eſt, ſince both the puniſhment of negligence, 
and the reward of due care which is taken in 
it, is noe matter which indeede endureth jeſt. 
God isa great Lord, and he will beſcrued with 
much diligence; and hee inflicted noe lefle pu- 
niſhment wpor. tbe ſloathfall ſeruant , then to caſt 
bim'bound , band, and foote , into exteriour darkenes; 
which ſignifies being excluded, from all the 
bleſſings of God, and of his howſe, 


And fince to the end that wee may be fauorits 
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or loued God. 1 beſeech you therefore admo- 
 1niſhthole new Caualliers of the kin 
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and the Cittie which they are to ſubdue, is their 


| 


 vell all their ſhott;and to that let chorn lay. T hou 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Gon of a little carth, there is a neceflity of ta- | 
king care, of watching, of troubles , yea and | 
ſometymes, euen of ſhedding bloud ; lett not | 
them grow faint , in the combatt; firics God | 
whoſe cauſe} itis, will be their captaine in the os 
|  frength of whoſe arme , they {hall infaliibly | 

| 


#s apron to him , and therefore thou art my ene- 
| my. For I wholly belong to Ged, I am the fremd of 
ihs freinds ; and the aa of his enemyes, I will 


with an ea! thly king, and to acquire the pollel- | 


| goC victorious out of thefciid. 
Theenemy whome they are to ouercome, 


——_—w- or * 


 owne proper wull, Let hem place that wall; be--. 
fore themſelues; and againſt that, lett them le- 


—w—__— 


art the enemy of God , ſiace thou TY nat which 


have noe peace with thee , that ſue I ma; 3 bane not 
Warre with God. Lett Ge rargite in my hart,and 
not myne owne diſoraered will I will conuernc my 
ſelfe according to that, which hee commannds, and 


{ 


| was faſined to the Croſſe for mee. Nay 1 am vndone 
if I gore net to him , ſince all that which comes nat 
| to him heere , with Ione; shall be denided from him, | 


not according to that I lift. 1 will bt's of my Gid, 


would faine bane it otherwiſe. Let it paine mee or 
let it pleaſe mee , Tam reſolned totye my ſvife aff t 
God , fence beſi des that 1 owe to him otherwiſe ; be 


m the next life , by his hate. Let it coft me my bleed. 
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that hee will [ be pleaſed to sShew mee bs holy wall | 
| and that Shall be my lawe, though myne owne wil 
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ſee tl that 1 { mey not looſe my God , but that! may | mpany 
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this word from bus bleſſed mouth, Reroyce thog good| 
and faithfull ſernant , enter thou into the ioye of 
thy Lord, In fine , all that which paſſes 15 ver 
Short ; and all this i; temporal! ; and the reſt 1176 


nall ; all this is light , and that, is full of waight 


And therefore let vs ſay from the hart , with Da: 


1 uid, One thing baue I deſired of our Lond and thai 
will I ſeeke , that T may dwell in the howſe of our 


Lord for ener, And lett this be our concluſion, 
that heauen did neuer coſt deare, Our Lord 
graunt it to you , and toys all , euen by his 


| 
i owne deare blow. Amen. 
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| were hoiy, bur _ one of them, was more holy | 
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rreates of the KnoWleige of Got | 


and of a man's ſelfe ; and how h 


| 
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T HE peace of our Lord Ie Chrift be cuer. 
remayuing with your Jordthip, The holy | 
F. Auzultine deſired two things of our Lord, 
ſing, Grauiulty mie, O tord \that Cay k Owl hee, | 

'F that [ ma) 4 v *ny ſclfe Theſe two are e things, | 
ve mult all defire, and noe man is to be | 
found without them, vnleſle withall he dehire | | 
tobe found without ſluat tion, The remple of | 
Salomon Contiſted of two partes; Both of them | 


then tlie other, That parte Shs was lefie ho- 
ly,was the way, to the other, wiich was more 
noly. The fr{t is the knowled:: /e of a man's [elite : | 
which certain ely i5a holy thing; & it is the way | 


«ﬆ Gd; where our Lord ingkes an{weare to our. 
demaunds, and remedies our necci}itics; and 


where we finde the fountaine of iife, For this, | 


faith oar Lozd , 35 true life , that wee know thee, and 
whome thou haſt ſent , Teſus Chriſt, T8 

But now, this ſve high thing, namely the ! 
knowledre of God, 1s not to be obrained ,W ithout,| 
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{that other , which ſeemes ſoe lowe , namely 
the knowledge of ones ſelfe. Tt.is moſt certaine, 


that noe man ecuer ſaw God, vnleſle firſt he 


a 


baſely of our ſelues. 


{- Amongſtallthe other fauours of our Bleſ.| 
| ſed Sauiour, there is noe doubt, but that his diſ-| 


ciples would be ſtanding to looke at him, with 


exceeding great guſt , whilſt he was aſcending 


O 


| vp to heauen vpon Aſcenſion day , lince there| 
was noe remedy , but that they muſt needes| 


forgoe his conuerſation ; that conuerſation 
which can carry noe diſguſt withit. And they 
found great comfort,in looking vpon the way 
by which he paſſed, and towards the place to 
which he went. But what did our lord com- 
maund them 2 Not certainely, that they ſhould 


that ſeemed to be an excellent thing ; Burt he 
ſaid thus to them; Tow men of Galilee , why dee 
| you ſtand looking vp to beaven? Giuing vs there- 


uoury thing, to-looke towards God, yet it con- 


reuerence which wee owe to God ypon who- 
me we cannot looke,but with great confuſion, 
conſidering how ynworthy we are thereof. 
And ſecondly , becauſe when a man forgetts 


| himſelfe, he is inſtantly apt to become wan- 


ton; & not ſceing his owne faultes,andtfrailty, 


OY 


—— 
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| ſaw himſelfe; Noris it ſafety for any man, to| 
| fly high , vnlefſe he haue the counterpoyſe of| 
knowing himſelfe , which makes vs thinkelſ 


be ſtill caſting yp their eyes to heauen, though | 


by te vnderſtand, that although it be avery ſa- 


cernes vs alfoe to ſtudy our ſelues, Firſt for the| 


i 
' 


| 
| 


| 
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he growes to looſe all holy feare and heproo- | 
W ues light, and giddy, like a ſhip which being 
| without balliſt, looſes the ankar , when any 


| ried hither & thither, till at laſt it be brought 
[| to ſuffer wrack. I neuer ſaw any {oule remai- 


| is fpent vpon the reproofe of a man's owne 


| retion , is growne wicked; but a meaſure, 


| | are they ; who having forgotten themſelues, 


| owne defects, haue yet more then a hundred 
| 


| who obſcrue , and aggrauate the errours of 


——_——_ 


en 
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cempelt riſes, and the end thereof is to be car- 


ne in ſafety, but by the knowledge of it ſelfe. Noe 
building can be ſure without deepe founda- 
tion; and that tyme is well imployed , which 


ſoule, .It is full.of profitt, rowards the amend- 
ment of our faults, if we will examine them, | 
What kinde of thing is a man who examines 
not , and knowes not himſelfe but a howſe 
without a window ; but the ſonne of ſome 
widdow ill brought vp, who for want of cor- 


without all meaſure, and rule , and whichthe- 


 reforeis afalſe meaſure. And finally, what is he | 


but a man, whoe is indeede noe man 2 For he 
whoconliders not himſelte, doth neither go- 
uerne himſelfe like aman , nor doth he ynder- 


| | ſtand, or poſlefle himſelfe ; but whylelt he is | 


able to tell many ſtoryes of other things , he 
can giue noe account of himſelfe, at all, Theſe 


take ſuch paines to vnderſtand the liues of 
others; and hauing ſhut yp their eyes to their 


eyes open , which ſtand in continuall watch 


ouer the errour of other folkes. Theſe are they, | 


| 
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their netghbours , and neglect their owne. For| 
| 11 regard thoſe errours of others are beheld by] 
| t2em, more continually, & more cioſe at hand; 
| they ſceme creater to them, then their owne ,| 
| vp6 which they neuer locke but from farre of; 

| & foe, how great ſoeuer they bein themſelnes, 
| they {ceme little tro them, From hence it procee- 
des, taat in their converſation, they are {oe in- 
tractable, and ſoe rizourous; for iuit atrer the 
rate of their hauing noe confideration of their 
one infirmities, they haue noe compatlſton of 
| others, 

I neuier yet ſaw man, who was curious in the 
cofideration of himſeife, who would not aifoe, 
| cally paſle oner the fault of another; and what-| 
{ocuer that man be, wao ts ſeucre againit ano- | 
| ther when he falls, giues {trong euidence, whe- 

| reby it is proued that he conſiders not his owne| 
defects. Soe that , if weedebireto fly, from this] 
foe dannzerous kinde of blindenes, we mull 
be ſure to view & reuiew; what kinde of things 
| our ſelues are, that ſoe when we finde how mi- 
| ſerable we be, we may cry out for remedy, to 
our lord !eſ#c, Becauſe indeede, hee is leſus, that 
[is to ſay a Sauiour; but yet of noe other, then 
ſuch as know , and beu aiie their owne miſe- 
ries, and who recejue ( red, if they can;zand, 
in defire, if they cannot ) the holy Sacraments of 
| the Chyrr», that ſoc they may be cured and fa 
acd, And aithough for the maKing vs know our 
| ſelu?s, God, and his Saints, haue declared, many | 
| and many things to vs, yet be whoe ihall 
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attentiuely behould chat which he may ob- | | 
ſerue to paſle within his owne hart, will finde 
ſve many things for which he muſt deſpiſe him 
ſelfe, that, with horronr, he will cry out, from | 
the bottome of that Abille, and ſay , there is noe | 
| | nd of my mn1ſerres. | 
Whois he that hath not erred, in thoſe things | ' 
-| MW wherein he thoughthimſelfe moſt ſure? who 
hath not delired, & ſearched after things, as c6- 
cerning that they were good for him ; which 
yet afterward, he found to be full of preiudice? 
Who will preſume to know any thing, ſince he 
ef | hath beene deceiued innumerable tymes? what 
thing is more blinde, then a man, who knowes | 
-| W|notſoe much, as what heis to aske of God, as 
S, Paule tells ys? and this comes to paſle, be- | Rom. 2. 
cauſe we know not ſoe much as what is good, 
| | for our ſelues,, as it happened cuento the ſame 
| IS. Parte, Who begging of God, that he would 
| Wl free him from a particular temptation , concei- 
;| MW ucd that he had asked a right; but it was giuen 
him to be vnderſtood, that indeede he knew | 
not what he asked , nor ſoe much as what was | 
900d for him. And now who will put cofdence | 
n his ability, to know euen ſoe much as what | | 
heſhould Tudge, & defire,concerning himſelfe, | 

lince he, whome the holy zbefi inhabited , did} 
3Kkethat, which was not good for him, to ob- 
taine, Certainely,our ignorance muſt needes be 
very great, fince we erreſoe oftE in thoſethings, | 
wherein it imports ys ſoe much not to erre, | 1 
_Bur nowthough ſometymes,our lord ſhould | - | 
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teach vs to know what is good, yet who doth 
not ſee, how very great our weakenes is; and 
how we fall flat vpon our faces,in thoſc things, 
| wherein it concerned vs to ſtand vp right. To 
' whome hath it not occurred many tymes , to 
' propound the doeing of ſome good thing , and 
| yet to finde himfelfe ouerthrowne, and ouer- 
come, by that wherein he tooke himſelfe ro be 
moſt invincible, To day wee lament our ſin- 
nes with teares in oureyes, and we purpole to] 
 refraine themafterward, and yet, cuen whilſt 
| the ſame teares are {till wett vpon our cheekes; 
ſome new occaſion of ſfinne is offered, and wee-| 
ping becauſe we fell , we committ that very 
| thing, for which we may haue cauſe to weepe 
 againe ; receiuing the body of our lord Ieſu- 
 Corift , with much cauſe of being confounded, 
for the irreuerence which we haue committed, 
For the ty me hauing becne bur ſhort, ſince we 
| harboured his pretious body in our boſomes, 
it happens ſometymes, that by ſome ſinne, wel 
drive his grace out of our ſoules ,What care is 
ſoe weake, andlight, which chaunges ſocot- 
ten, ypon the warning of all windes, as wce| 
Sometymes merry and fometymes ſadd ; now 
devour, and then diſtracted; now full of defire 
tending to heauen , and then following the 
world,and euendropping downe to hell. Now 
hee abhorres a thing , and inſtantly he Joues 
that , which he abhorred. He caſts vp that] 
which hc had eaten, becauſche found it charge 
his ſtomack, and preſently he cates it vp againe, | 
ee eg £23 
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2s if he had not caſt it before, What thing can | 
there be, withſuch variety of coulours 1n it, as | 
aman who is made after this ſort? what Image | 
can they painte with ſoe many faces, and ſge 

many tongues , as this Kinde of man 2 How 

truely ſaid [ob, Man never remaines in one and, the 

{ame fiate. And the reaſon heereof is becauſe he 

is ashes or du(t , and his life, a winde. Now what: 
aſort ſhould hee bee , who would ſeeke. for 

any repoſe or reſt, betweene duſt, and winde? 

1] doe not thinke that there could be a more 

hedious thing, thenif we were able to diſcerne 

to how many ſcuerall diſpoſitions one man. is 

ſubie&t, in one onely day. His whole life is a 
yery maſle of mutability, and frailty. And that, 
which the ſcripture faith, agrees well to him, , 
The fuole 5 45 chaunzeable as the Moone, 

But now what remedy ſhall wee finde hee- 
reof ? Certainely we can haue none berter then 
to know our ſelues for Lunaticks. And, as in 
former tymes they carryed a. Lunatick, perſon to | 
our Lord Teſs Chriſt, that he might cure him; 
ſoe lett vs goe for cure, tothe ſame lord leſvs, 
Theſcriptureſaith, that be enill jprritt tormented 
that man , and that ſometymes he caſt him into the 
pre , and ſometymes into the water ; and the very 
lame happens to vs. Sometymes wee fall into 
the fire of couctouſnes, of wrath, & of enuy; | 
at other tymes into the water of carnality ,, of 
tepidity , and of malice, And if weeconſider, 
vpon how large accompts wee ſtagd obliged 
to almighty.God,, for thetyme paſt; and how 
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little amendment there is in the tyme preſent, 
wewlill be ſure to ſay , and we may doe it with 


mee, the dangers of bell haue hemmed mem. 
' Of danger of hell , which is ſoc mightily 
to tbe feared! And who is not hee, that will not] 
. watch with a hundred thowſand eyes, that he] 
(May not be put to welter in that ae 
Lake '; where hee ſhall eternally bewaile the 
temporall delight , which he hath vnlawtully 
enioyed > who will hot take care of his way, 
leaſtbtherwiſe he Ye found widering from all 
happines2where i» the eyes of that man, who 
ſees notthis > where are his eares, whoe heard 
not this 2 where is his pallate who taſtes not 
this? It is acleare teftimony of death , not to 
iperforme theactions of life. Our Fares are it- 
;numerable, ourfrailties are great, our enemies 
ate ſtout, crafty , and many; and they hate vs 
' home, Thine Sar wee are in queſtion , is 
; | either the gayning Or looſing of God, fot all 
cternity, How comes it then to palle, har in 
the middeſt of ſoe many dangers, we can eſtee- 
| me our ſelyes ſecure; and vnder the weight of 
ſoe many woundes, we doe not feele the paine 
thereof 2 why ſocks we not for ſome remedy, 
| beforethe night ſteale: ypon vs, and before the 
| gates of all ſuccour , be ſhure vp againſt vs 
when thoſe fooliſh vir gins ſhall cry out, andit 
ſhallbe anſweared:thus , | know you not. 
Let vs therefore know our ſelues , and We 
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much truth, The Mr: of death haus enuirond 


ſhall be Kknowne Lo almighty God. Lett v8] 


| 
- 


eee run t———— | - q 


EPISTLES. Ep.ig. uy | 


Po — 


lindge and condemne our (clues, atid ſoe we 
| {hall be abſolued by almighty God. Lett vs | 
4 place our eyes vpon our owne faultes, and {oe 
WT there will be mercy enough for vs, & to ſpare. 
Lett vs conſider our owne miſeries, and we 
ihalllearne to haue pitty ypon thoſe of others, 
For ds the ſcriprure ſaith, By thar which 1s m thy 
/elfe., thou shalt come to know that which us in thy 
1eigbbour, Tf 1 ſee my ſelfe fall fometymes by 
fraiity , I ſhall thinke that it may happen ſoe to 
my neighbour, and as I ſhall begladd to hiaue 
wy fault pittied , ſoe will I haue pittie ypon 
other men, When my betters doe me a disfa- 
vour which I feele much, I muſt thinke that 
my inferiours will be troubled after the ſanie 
manner, if I disfauour them, If I be ſadd, I 
delire comfort ; and my neighbours caſe is the 
ſame, I am troubled at an ill word which was 
ſpoken to mee , andI ſay. That I aw made of flesh| 
«nd not of iron; & this ſerues me for a proote,thar 
my neighbour is alſoe made of fleth, & feeles 
thelike affliction, vpon the like occafion. The | 
i!1coditions of ſome men, gine me trouble; and 
[ with that they would mend them , that foe | 
they may not occaſion mee to linne , and'*my | 
neighbours defire the ſame of mee, Wee are all | 
made of the ſame mettall, 8 there is noe better | 
rule bywhich I may live with my neighbour, 
then to marke atrentiuely-, that which paſles 
within my ſelfe, ſince hee, and I, are one.. .. 
| He whopradtiſes this point of metcy with 
ls neizhbour ; may ſafely paſle on to the —_ 
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bo pardon, The yvntoward man, ſhall mecte 


Thnowledse of Chriſt our Lord to be releiued by 
| him, For the mercifull, shall «biaine mercie. But 

otherwiſe, he will heare that, which the ſcrip- 
ture ſaith, He whoe shutts his eare againſt tbe voyce 
of the poore , that man shall cr om , and not bee 
heard. 

All man kinde is poore; nor is there any 
one of that race, whoe is not ſubiect to ſome 
neceſlitie, Lett vs conſider well, if we be deafe 
to the miſcries of others, for foe will God be 
[co ours, Let noe man thinke, that Chriſt our| 
Lord, wall meaſure to vs With any other meaſure, 
ihen-as we meaſure to others. Lett noe man thin- 


ke, that he ſhall obtaine pardon , if he afford 
| 

ith yntowardnes;the troublefome man, with 
troubles; the offenſiue man, with | injuries, and 
he charitable man, with mercy. For, toſowe 
thornes, with a man's neighbour; & to cung 


of gathering figges , at the hands of God, i 


ſince his very name, is, Mercifull,and the shewer 


wholly impoſlible, 

Now becauſewe conſider not this , there 
Y very few whoe finde themſelues entertey- 
med ; by almighty God with ſweetenes ; and 
here: are many who complaine, that God for: 
etts toreleiue their miſcries ; and they mar- 
haile how hee can ſend them ſuch ſtore of trou- 
bles, both within , and without ; eſpeciall 


Liz:) 4. 
of mercies; ; and ſince hei inuites men to ſceke for 


ſaccour at his hands. They beg, they ſeeke,| 


and they finde noe remedy 3 ; and from thence| 


5 As... 


.| to you againe , they would plainely ſee , that 


chem complaine in themſelues, in that they 


| ought towards his neighbours, 


— 


mw 


- pPISTEFE. 


. 14 0%. 9548, ; : 
_ > OO OE Tomes eee Ter noe on enonghes, 8 _ 


n7 | 


Ep.15.. 
comes their complaint. Bur if chey were nor | 
deafe to that law., which God publithed in. his 
ohoſpell, ſaying, with the ſelfe ſame meaſure, whe- 
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themſelues are they, whoe are wanting to their 
neighbours, and conſequently are wanting to 
God in their perſons ; and therefore it is, that | 
God may ſeeme to bee wanting to them, Let | 


haue noe charity with their neighbours. For | 
God is full of Charitie, for his parte; bur it Is 
not reaſon, nor will hee exerciſe it, towards 
ſuch, as are wanting in it to their neighbours, 
And if at any tyme he impart temporall bleſ- 
lings, to ſuch a one as 1s vticharitable towards 
others , what good will thoſe bleſſings doe 
thatwicked man, if withall helooſe himſelfe. 
But God will not giue him'any ſuch thing, as 


ypon condition that he carry himſelfe as he 
| Let vs therefore know our ſelues, and lett vs 
be towards others, as we defire, they ſhould | 
be towards vs; and ſoe let ys paſle on towards 
the knowledge of God, and from the Sana} 
to the SancCta SanFtorum. And lett vs lift vp 


the Croſſe , for our ſaluation, and in hit wee | 
{hall diſcerne, both more, & greater bleſſings, 
then wee diſcouered miſeries in our ſeliies. 


may make him indeede the better by it , bur | 


our eyes to our Lord , whoe was placed ypori | 


1 rew:th you meajure to others , 1t 'shali be meaſured |Mes.- 


And if by thinking what we are , we grow 
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| that, which we owe, & purchaſed that ſtregth 


| be able to ſett vpon that man, whoe takes thee 
for his defence? How ſhall the deuill be abie to | 


| carry him away, who is incorporated i in thee? 
Or how fhall the eternall father forbeare to loue 


| the /onre faile to loue that man, whome he per- 


| ded with ns of ſpiritual ſerpers. For as 


———— —..—— 


Tala” through the conſideration of our 9g 


uous ſinnes paſt , and through, the daungers 
which are at hand; we ſhall be refreſhed by 


Oret. 


how truly,and how ſuper aboundanth * payd 


far v5, whereby we might ſubdue our enemyes, 

It is he ka ſecures vs, but, vpon c6dition, 
that wee relye on him, And what © Lord, 
ſhall hee feare , who followes thee 2 At what 
ſhall he tremble , wha loues thee? Who {hall 


that creature ,whome hee perceiues to be in his. 
$0ne, as the brannch is in the vine: Or how ſhall 


cciues to.loue him? Or how ſhall the Holy eh 


forſake that creature, whoe is the teple, wWhict 
himſelf inhabits? we poſſelle greater benefits in 


when wee behould him, then of diſtruſt when 
we caſt our eyes, vpon our ſelues, Nor is there 
any cofort, or reſting place for ſuch a one as is 
diſcoforted in himſelfe, but to looke vp to 
this leſu:, vp6 the Croſſe; whome God ordayned 
for the remedy of all-ſuch as ſhould be woun- 
{hould 


anciently God commaunded that. they 


ere a Ser pent of braſle ; that all ſuch a ſhould | 


looking yp to him, when, wee conlider, borh| | 


Chriſt our lord, then weeare tullof miſetics in|] 
| [oyrſelues ; and we have more cauſe of hope | 


behould 1 it, might be cured of the wound of f [| 
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couers ſoe many abhominations, is troubled ar 


but ſeeing his {finnes to be many & great, '8&-his 


| 


may hopefor the inheritance of heauen. 


which are many & in thelittle hill alſoe.Which 


ned towards the conceiuing of the ſcriptures, 
and he ynderſtands them , who vnderſtands 


| himſelfe,, and he hath reaſon. And nor finding | 
one houre exactly well ſpent in his whole. life; | 


good deedesto beſo few,&weake whatthould | 
hedoe but betroubled, when he findes himfelfe | 
foe vnableto make a good accounte;beforeſoe| 
ſtrict a Indge? Only he muſt remeberChriſt6ur | 
lord,cofidering what he wroughtintheilandof. | 
lordan, & vpon thatliule hill» and bewayling his | 
linnes, and receiuing the holy Sacraments, hee | 

muſt live in obedience tothe commaundemets | 
| of God, and of his Charcb;and ſoe asa ſanne;he | 


He muſt alſoe call cominde, that which was | 
wrought by our lord inthoſe hills of Hermon, | 


whether it be that of Horeb, where God gaue | 
the lawe, or whether it be ſome other bill,doth-| 
not ſoe much import vs, who are Chriſtians; | 


whoſe vnderſtanding leſ#s Chriſt hath .ope- 
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19. | 
thoſe corporall ſerpers,ſo he who ſhall behould | 
| Chrift our lord, with faith & love, shallline,and | 
he , on the other ſide ,, who: behoulds him not;(| 
chall not faile ro dye. He who findes himſelf: all] | 
| afflicted, & wounded, ſhalberefrethed,if helog- | | 
ke vp hither,asDauid did;whe he faid. Myſonle,} | 
| was rronbled within mee, es therefore will I'remeber|P[- 41+ 
thee,es theland of lordan;es Herms, es the lintebill, | 

Hee who behoulds himſelfe , and there diſc; 
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Chritt our Lord in them, who is ſhutt vp the- 
rein', asa graine of corne may be, in an eare, 
or'as wine, is in the grape. And therefore the 


end of our law is Chriſt our Lord;; for alli the | 


lawe veſts in him. The hills of Hermon , both 


ſignify bur one hill, which may iuſtly be ſaid ro 
| bealutle one, and to.be of Hermon, Atid this is 
Mount Caluary , where our reCemption was 


| wrought, by the ſhedding of the blogd, of rhe 


ſonneof God. 

Now to the end that wee may knowe, how 
welttliis name may be applyed to. Monni Cat. 
4ary,'itisto be ynderſtood that. Hermon ſigni- 


diGlun; (inceit was the place to which they car- 
ryed 'malefactours:to be executed; whome the 
ſcripture calls accurſed, becauſc they were to be 


ſoc puniſhed; And becauſe Chriſt our Lord 


| ſaw ;that we wereto be accurſed,and adiudged 
to cuerlaſting maledifiion , hee: was;pleaſed, 
chrough the: immenſenes of his Charitie , to 
take 'our maledifGons:ypon himſelfe., I meane 
the puniſhment of our finnes, that ſoe his be- 
| edition might deſcend on vs. S. Paule, exprel- 
ſes thus much after this manner, Chyiſt wa 
| ade malediftion that: ſo his bened:iGtion. might be 

communicated to the Gentiles, He was bleſſed, and 
| we were curſed : But now the caſe is altered, 


and we chaunge perſons , with one another. 
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they which are within the land. of -promile, | 
1'and without it, as alſo the {:ale hill , doe all 
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 fles:maledifon. And how can Mount C:luar)| 
| be: betcer exprelled , then by the name of malc- 
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(is accurſed , that ſoe maledifion may be bleſſed. | 
The ſound man is wounded, that {ve the worn: |! 
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He rooke Fe place of the accurſed , in being 
tormented vpon the Cofſe , which was dew to |; 
vs; and wee ar? admitted to the freindihip of | 
God, and to be his ſonnes, and the inheritours ! 
of the kingdome of heauen, with athowſand | 
other benedictions, which came fromour Blef- j: 
ſed lorc leſws Chriſt, in whome they rematne | 
euch. - 0 | 

O vionderfull exchaunge! thatlife ſhould 
dye, to the end that dearh may live, Bened1C07 


I” 


ded man may .be cured. The {onne is treated as 
ſome. They moſt cruelly handle him wito de- 
ſerues all pitty ; and all the fauour and Regalo 
falls ypon that perſon , who deſerued hell. ln 
inewhat {hail we ſay? Tiey apprehend the in- 
nocent, and they releaſe the guilty. The 1nit 
man paves for {innes, Innocency 15 codemned, 
and the wicked man is iuſtified. What cid 
Chriſt our lord chooſe for himſ{ce}fe: Our afflic- 
tions, and our miſeries, to be his recreations & 
delights, What ſhall wee fay to ſuch a charity 


as this; but that we are topraiſe and blefſe rhis || 


lord, day, and night, who hath wrought our / 
redemption; andſaluation by a way, which put 
him to ſoc much coſt. E7, 


This is indeede that hzll of Hermon , chat] 
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2 lane, that ſoe the ſlave may be adopted for'a | 
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little bull; and this ſoe truly,as that he was eltec- 
med by the relation of the Prophet Eſay , fer 
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| Bleſſed without end. For all the honour, 
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Lord himſelfe faith, | am 4 worme andnoe man 


"ut the dishonour of men , and the abaſement of thi 
people. O thou honour of men , and'angels! 
and how canſt thou be the diſhonour of mers! 
Thou , who art the aduancement of thy peo-| 
ple , and who att the glory both of heaucq|' 
] and earth , what could make thee grow to | 


be the abaſement of thy people , but onely thine 
owne great Charitie, For thou to honour ys, 
did{t endure foe great diſhonour, that as wee 
are wont to ſay of ſome yery baſe ynworthy 


man, that he diſhonours his whole ſtocke, | 
| ſoc did they alfoe ſay of thee , that chew dishs 


nonredſt the whale race of mankinde, Bee thou 


which all the race of mankinde poſleſles , co- 
mes from thee, and through thee, Thou gauelt 
it by the coniunction of thy ſelfe to them, ma- 
King thy ſelfe man , and dying for men and 
exalting them to an equallity with Angels, 
and euen with Seraphins , if themſelues will 


and ordeyning , that the ſonnes of linnefull 


Adam , they may become the ſonnes of God, 
and the heyres of thy Father , and coheyres with 
thee ; as being thy bretheren , and yet thou; 
O Lord, art called the dishonour, and abaſement 


of the people, Thou didſt abaſe thy ſelfe O Lord | 
to exalt ys ; thou didſt abaſe thy ſelfe belowe | 
| all men , that thou mightelt rayſe ys , apouc 


the Angells. 


What shall wee render to thee O Lord, | iſ; 
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or ſoc great fauours ; but onely that we mult 
tenderly , and. profoundly knowe , that if 
wee haue any thing ; if wee be fitt for any | 
ching , and if we be any way acceptable ta 
almigaty God , it 1s wholly by thee ; And | 
Wivce mult yeild thee all thankes , and praiſe, 
Wfor that thou being what thou art, wouldeſt | 
yer vouchſafe to offer thy ſeife to ſufferance | 
of ſoe great afflictions , for ſuch wretched 

things , as wee are, Thou, diminithedit rhy 

ſelfe in toat {-:tle bill , thar, thou mighiteit 

exalc vs to that great bill, Thou dyedit | 
on Mount Calnary , to the end that wee | 
might line in the morntaiie of heauen. And | 


by the matedifion which feil vpon thec- tle- 
| 
| 
| 


re, thou diddefſt purchaſſe , and thou wilt 
impart to vs tat happy benediction of thine, 
Come you blefjed of my father , poſjeſſe , the ktag- 
[dame which 15 prepared for you. They curſed 
thee, O Lord , and thou blefledſt vs, Thy 


[death gives vs. life , and thy affliction , eaſe; 
vince thou wert content to be wdved., itiis | 
reaſon that thou alſoe be our Inde, Lett | 
vs therefore retoyce lince hee who loues vs. 
loe much , is to be our Indze.; and wee: will | 
zoe confidently to mdement , lince the Iudge | 
s of our owne flesh and bloud, {IP 

If wee know not what wee may doe, | 
for the plealing of Almighty God , lett vs 
looke vp to Chriſt our Lord, and he will 
[teach vs meekenes , from that Croſſe. Who 
[deing amongſt-wicked perſons, did not curle | 
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| ſee how heis nayled to that Crefſe , both hand 


= 


. | . . *- L_ 
them , who curſed him ; nor did he reueng, 


| himſelfe, though he had power enough, our 
ſuchas did him miſcheife : He deſpiſed bonow| 
and to berich, and to be regaled, And to obey 


the will of his father he offered himſelfe t 
the Croſſe, Hee who wants knowledge , le 


ting in this Chaire. He whoe will heare a g0qd 
ſermon , let him come to Chriſt our Lord, 
being in the pulpitt of the Cr:ſe, and he ſhil 
be free from errour ; becauſe Trah which i; 
Chriſt our Lord-himſelfe , 5hall free him, Audif 
wee be chaungeable, and weake, in working, 
let vs looke ypon this author of our Faith, and 


him come to heere this DoQour, as he is (i. 
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and foote ; andthar immoueably, to the end 
that, by his grace we may be conſtant , & per: 
ſeuerant in doeing well, He who will goe t 
Chriſt our Lord , for the cure of his incon- 
ſtancy , ſhall obtainea perſeuerance , like that 
of Anna, the mother sf Samucll, of whomeit i 
faid; That sbe turned ber countenance noe mort t- 
| wards ſenerall wayes, He who dwells in Chriſt 
our lord, doth not wander hither and thither, 


| but ſtands faſt in goodnes , according to tit 


Scripture which faith, that ſuch 4 one 1s ener cleert, 
like the funne ; and that bis lizht is net diminishtd. 
' For hee who is in Chriſt, participates of Chriſt 
And fo as Chriſt is [ut , he is alſoe ft, if Chril 
be firme, he is alſoe firme, though in a: farre it- 
feriour degree; For,as in one body , there is bit 


one ſprit , which diffuſes it ſelfe , through al 
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le partes of that body , and they all liue by 
one humane life; and not one of tnem by the 


[life of a an, and another by the life of a lyon, | 


or any other beaſt , {oe allthey who are in 


' Chriſt our lord, live by his Spirzr,as the brannch 


lives by the life of the vine , and as the members 


| live, by the head. And hee who poſleſſes this 


Spit, is like to Chriſt our Lord, andpartakes 

of his conditions ; although ( as I ſaid),it bein 

a farre inferiour degree. And hee who hath 
not the ſpirit of Chriſt; let him hearken to S, 

Paule who faith, , If any man bane not the [pirit of 

Cnift, that man is not of Chriſt, 

\ Lett a man therefore view and reuiew 

himſelfe, to ſee if he finde a conformity of his 

foule, with that of Chriſt our Lord ; and if 
hee haue it, it will be eaſy for him to keepethe 
commaundements of Chriſt, {ince hee is of 
the ſame condition with him, And though he 
be not yet , of conformity with Chrilt lett 
him goe to Chrilt, and beg bis ſpirit of him, 
whereby he may be ſtrengthned, according to 
that which Daxid delired , thus , Confirme wee 
with thy principall , or cheife ſpiru. For it will 
profitt mee little , that Chriſt came into the 
world, if withall he come not into my hart. 
Chriſt brought downe goodnes, peace, and Ioy in 

the boly Ghoſt, with many other benedictions, 
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choly, or inordinate delight, Chriſt our Lord 


mee, as if he had not come into the world at 


1fI live in wickednes, warre, vngodly melan- | 


dwells not in my ſoule, Anditis in effe,with | 
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he 


it be but to doe him curtely ; and let vs not 


| onely remely ; for by this meanes we ſhall not 


 addrefle of a perſon who hath a mindeto draw 


ail , ſating that it will turne to my greatg wil 


{ac 


miſctie; for I {hall be puniſhed foe much the 


more , becauſe I would not admitt of that (al\W ow 
uation, which was offered mee , with ſo good) #1 
2 W1ll. | ma 


Chriſt our lord dyed for vs all, and is ready ty 


receiue vsall, Let vs make towards tim;rhough 


permit that ſoe great, and pretious labours and 
afflictions of his, may remaine fruiteleile, The| 
price of them are our ſoules, if wee will carr 
them to- Chriſt. Let vs caſt our ſelues downe 
at his feete, deteſting our finnes, and our for- 
mer wicked life; diſtruſting our owne know- 
ledge, and worth, and ftrength ; and ſo, perſe| 
nering to beg, to knock, and to cry out , he 
will fill vs with knowledge; how to addrelle p 
our ſeluez,and with power to worke;and with| Wl" 
perſeuerance, that wee may nor fainte as it 1s| Wi? 
Written "| 
\l 

| 


, Toney who confide in our Lord , Sail 
praceede from ſtrength to ſtrength, they Shall take tht 
wings of an cle, they shall fly, and not faint And 
fince thereare more excellencies in Chrilt our 
Lord then there are miſeries in vs,let vs goe on 


towards him, acknowledging that hee is out 


diſpaire through our owne miſcries, but take 
comfort and partake of his excellencics, 
- This my lord, ſeemed ſufficient to me, for the 


 neere to God, But becauſe in your lordſhip, the-| 


re isthe capacity of two perſons, your lord{hip 
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will haue neede of two rules. That which " 
ſaid, may ſuffice forasmuch as cocernes you 
owne particular perſon; but in reſpect that you 
are a man, who haue ſoc great charge ouer ſoe 
many others;it wil be neceflary for you, to haue 
| more & more care of your ſ{elfe, For thereare 


particular coſcience,are good men; & yet they 
faiiein being good Lords, & good Magiltrats. 
And this ſecond parte is more hard,and it isthe 
worke of one who isa kindeoof perfect man; 
for it takes that firſt kind of goodnes for graun- 
[ted, and then paſles further on, For hee whoe 
[forasmuch as concernes himſelfe , is notTult, | 
will not be Iuſt in what he ought to doe to- 
wards others.But yet itſuffices not for one who 
hath charge ouer many,that hee be 1ſt , for as 
much as concernes onely his owne particular 
perſon, Ely, for his owhe part was a good man, 
but he was not good for as much as concerned | 
bis ſonnes, lince hefor boreto puniſhthem; & 
therefore he was greiuously puniſhed by al- 
mighty God, So that, great lords have neede | 
ot a manyfold kinde of goodnes, ſince they 
haue a manifold' kinde of perſon, | 
| As for this ſecond part, which to be, con- | 
cernes a comon or publique perſon, me thinkes 
there is noe better glaſle , wherein a man who 
Is a lord ouerothers,oughttolooke, then ypon 
[thatlord of men and angells, whoſe perſon he 
tepreſcrs, Hee who ftts inthe placeof another, 
It is but reaſon thit he hane the properties | 
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ot him \W je place he holds. A lord ct vall 
i {ziles is a Lieutenant of God who ordaines| 
that ſome ſhall gouerne and commaund , and 
that others ſhall obey.. He who ref! boſe for.| 
mer , doth by the tony of S. Panle , reſi 
| the 01 a1 alton ut God, who Ciſpoſes of ali ening | 
according Lo ſubordination, | 
| Now therefore lett a man conſider, what/ 
i office God cxciciſes towards man ; wid ſoe i 
| great jord thall know how, heeis to carry him-| 
elſe rowards his people. God chaſtiſes Gick a5]. 
Erre, without any acceptation of \perſons, and| 
in this he is ſoe ſtrict , that he hath nor any,|! 
who is ſo great a Fon of his, bur that he | 
| ſhall pay ſoundly for it, if he giue juſt cauſe,| 
| Nay he pardoned not = nick as his ownel! 


bo , though hee owed nothing for himſel-| 
fe | bur onely becauſe he obliged himſelfe ,to| 
Pay y for the {innes of others, Without Faile ht 
mult needes be farre from acceptation of per- 
ſons, whoe puniſhed with foe great ſeuerity, 


| his oneiy begotten ſonne,and ſuch aſonne, and 


"foe deerely beloued, and that for the ſinnes of 
others, There is nothing which ſhould haut| 
power, to Make him who gouernes, forbeart| 
the doeing of his duty ; but he is to ſtand like| 
the ſtalke of a ballice which leanes not, eithet| 
to the one ſcale or to the other, that fo eyery|. 
| man may -haue his owne. There is noe ſtate but| 
it would periſh and bevndone, if publique bu-| 
| fines ſhould be ledd , after the pace of -particu-| 
' lar affections. And ar an infant doth that per 
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[bo leaue to be publique, when he hangs neuer | 
[ſe little towards the particular, 
| Now fince the reſpect of private profit, muſt 
| not bend him who gouernes , much lefſe muſt 
| the reſpect of any other man's profitt make 
thim bend, fince he owes more to'himfelfe then 
Ito any other, Chriſt our Lord'is the patterne 
which is madefor all; not onely foraſmuch as 
concernes the priuate coſcience of a particular 
|man,but foraſmuch alſoe as concernes any pu- 
|blique perſon. For hee was a king and ſoche is, 
though not after the manner of this world. Burt 
being in the chaire of his Croſſe , hee ſaid to his 
MR behogld thy ſonne. To giue ys to 
vnderſtand that hee who isin the place of a pu- 
blique perſon, muſt renounce all particular in- 
(clinations , though it ſhould regard his very 
| Mother. And the ſame example, he alſoe gaueys, 
[when at ſome other tymes, he would ſpeak with 
[lefſe tedernes to that Bleſſed Mother of his.To. 
teach vs how carefull wee mult bee, to keepe 
[our {elues cleere from particular affection, 
| though ſome be angry at it , andthough-our 
ſelues endure paine by it, rather then to cheriſh 
them, with diſguſt to God, 
_ There is nothing, to which great lords ought 
to attend fo much { that ſo they may be well, | 
| both with God and man ) as truly, & cordially, | 
(and ike men who liue inthepreſence of God) 
[to remaine euer faithfull, & firme to him; with |} 
[out hangingeither to this way,or to that, And 
[tis will be eaſily performed by thatgreat man, | 
Me 
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| who ſhall attentiuely conſider, that he is bu 


|tiiey ought to doe, Soe that he is to be more 
|on his fide, and heis to be moſt puniſhed , who 
| ſemblethetruelord of all, if without accepts 
|to his workes; yeaand if ſometymes he punilh| 
;|moſt, ſuch as are moſt fauoured by him. Both 


|becauſereaſon would require, that they ſhould 
offend him leaft; and for that alſoe they mult 


| 790d. 


| 


the Miniſter of God ; as one who but mcereh 
executes, and muſt not exceede the commiſſion 
whichisgiuento him, God places not great 
Lords inthe world, to the end that they my 
doe, and vndoe, what they lift ; but to execute 
the lawes:of his holy will. And though thy 
| may account themſelues lords, yet are they ſtil 
vnder the vniuerſall Lord of all,in compariſon 
of whome, they are more truly vaſſailes, then 
their vaſlailes are theirs, and their power is a 
truly limitted as their vaſſailes power is foral.| 


| much as concernes the diſpenſing with what 


|fauoured, and beloued, who hath moſt right 
deſcrues it molt, And thus may any lord re- 


tion of perſons, he giue to cuery one according 


not thinke that. becauſe they are beloued by 


him, they may take occaſion to doe what they 
[liſt, & that whichreaſon alloweth nor. Freind-! 
| ſhip ſhould laſt as long as vertne doth, and en- 


mitie, or oppolition, as yice; For if it be other-| 
wife, Woe be to them , who call 200d, enill , & enill 


 -/Your lordſhip muſt conſider beſides , that 


| God hathr placed you , in the eyes of many;| 
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hs hoe take that to be a rule of their lives; which 
ſeated ina high place; and that your ſpeechand' 


moſt part of men. if fuck a faſhion be taken 
yp in Court , if ſuch a manner of ſpeach be 


- _ 44 1242p ir, " 


|yſ{ed there; all\ met] procure to follow 1 Þ Andif 


it were the cultome amongſt great lords, that 
when one Should eiue thema buffer vpon one 
cheeke, they would tender the other; and if it 
were che faſhion ror thim;to abhorre finne; and 
to takeit for a point of greatenes, to obey the 


that which they ſaw practiſed by y great p perſons. 
And for this reaſon, I beleeue, that the Prelats 


|.of the Church ; and the lords of the world; are 


acauleof verditiGn; tothe moſt part of foutes, | 


| withahundredeyes,and that , you will looke 
| into your ſelfe , with a hundred t howland, as 


and whome many follow. And takecare , to 
[carry bothyour perſon,and your houſe, foe: Or- 
|dered, as the law of Chriſt requires ; that hee 
who Shall ; imitate your Jlordship , 


withour Jonbe: but a kinde of ape. Ler great 
men confider hs they doc, for in fine that 


A ro ermnngy 


they ſee you doe, Make account that. you are , 


faſhions are ſetne by all, and followed by-the'| 


I beſeech your lordihip, tha tas you are a | 
| particular an you will looke.into your ſelfe: 


you are a verſon , vpon whome many looke, 


may alſoe } 
imitate Chriſt our Lord therein, and may meete | 
with nothing to ſtuntble at. The vulgar, isf 


| 
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jlawes of Chriſt our "Po withour doubt, in- | 
4eriour men $668 hould itan honour, to doc! 
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will be fol lowed, elth ner +9 their aluation \if F 
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| lone should ſuffice to make great lords live 
| like ſoe many Saints , ouch 1t might coſt 
| themſometrouble; conſidering how our lord} 
| Teſs. the ſonne of God, would not be a king, iſh 
| butreſolued by his labour and ſweat , to giueſſſ] 
{reſt , and peace to his ſubies. And he fledd 
| fromproſperities and honours, leaſt otherwiſe, 
|;he might haue giuen occaſion of finne to his 
| ſeruants, who would hauethought, ( if Chriſ 
our lord had followed them) that is would alſofl| 
| haue beene their part, to purſue the ſame. AlY| 
{ things are to be thought little worth , ſo that 
we may procure thereby , that God be ſerued, 
And let this be the finall concluton; That ſoe 


much the more attentiuely , a*man shall con(- 
| der, and imitate Teſws Chriſt; ſo muchthe better 
| 941 , and ſo. muchthe better Lord he ſhall bee, 
{ Forin him wee beganne, and ſoc alſo we will 
end in him, _ © 
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F Letter of the Aarbouy, 'to:4 Lady in. 
|  cherymeof Aduent | ah VPOR IG 
| octaſh on he perſwaves her to diſpoſe 


ber felfe to receiue the Infant Teſus, 
ll - Sand to loue him with feruent lowe. 


fn Ow buſy will your ladyſhip bee, in this 
holy tyme, preparing a lodging for that 
eueſt, who is coming toyoul, -Mee thinkes, I 
ſee you as earneſt, as$, Mivike, & yetas quiet 
25'S. Mary Magdalen ; that ſoe by your Endea- | 
F [uours, both exteriour and interiour , you may | | 
[doc him ſeruice' ho is drawing necre , ſince 
| hee is ſoe worthy both of the one and of the 
other, and is, in fine; your lord.O blefled ryme 
wherein' isr epreſented tovsthe coming of God 
T [in fleſh to dwell amongſt ys , to illuminate our 
=-| darkenes, and to addreſſe our feete in the way of peace, | 
and to adopt ysfor his brethren, and to deſigne | 
lvs for theenioying of the ſameinheritice with 
himſelfe, 

It is not without cauſe , that youdehre his 
coming , and that you prepare your: hart for his 
habitation.For this lord-was W red/long before 

he came, and the Prophet called him The-defire of | 
Y |l Nations ; ; and indeede hee giues himſelfe to 
none, but ſuch as deſire him. Godbeares the deſire 
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an invs but that. 


| head. Ts-it poſſible, for any thing to be more 


| 


| fight of eur 5, which hinders s vs from being able 
| to hunte:&:wound our-lord with loye. | 


_ 


| f the poore , for his eares are laid cloſe to ie 
12hing of our harts; and he cares for nothing | 
To ſuch a hart hee comes, | 
and cannot deny himſelte , as it is {aid in the 
Canticles, Thou vaſt wounded my hart , O thou my 
ffter; and my ſpouſe; thou baft wand) my hart , by 
the caft ef one of th;ne eyes, and by a baire of. thy 


tender, then that which 1 is wounded * by the 
light of a ſingle eye? Ts ar poſlible forany cine 
to be more weeke” then that whichistyed fa 
by.one finglchaire >where now arc they; who 


_— 


be.endured. Wcemult: quarrell with: our {eiues, 
lincei, becauſe wee: will be looking many ſcue- 


 hoywill wee i{hntyrhateye of ours; xvhich be- 
howjdes creatures; thas ſo with all.our thought 


in aCrofſe bowe,ſhmts one of his eyes;that nice 
may ſee. better with the other, how' to. hitt the + 
bunch we,the w hile wilnot shutt vp allthat 


Let him recollect, and make ſure his loue, 
and lett-fim-lodgeit in God, whoſoeuer hath a 
mitide-to-obtaine God. For as God 1s lone, foe 13 
he onely co be hunted, and taken with loue; 
[and he will haye nothing to doe with them, 


| who lone him not. And if they ſay , that they 


ſay, that God is hard tobe obteyned,, that he is| 
rigourous to bedelt with, and inſupportable to | 


rallwayes , we place tor ourlightypon God, | 


| wee may.colider God alone. Hee who ſhoores| 


\ 


{know him already as s they ought ; «$, loby will 
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ell rnem that they ſay not true, But our lord 


who is wounded with aneye, 1s tyed with a 


| haire, For that which loue takes,the recollec- 
[ted and reflected thought conferue; , that it- 
4may not be loſt, 


 Andtothe end that men might be put 12to: 


|confidence, that they ſhould be able to arriue 

|roalmighty God, and that hee hath noe minge- 
[to ſlipp away, he makes himſelfe one of them, 
and: layes himſelfe in the armes of a virgin, 


ſwathed vp hand and foot, without power' to 


him. O celeſtiall bread, which deſcendeſt out 


of the boſome of thy Father, and art laid inthe | 
publique places of this world, inuiting as many | 


as will, that they may come to.enioye thee, and 


feede vpon thee. And whoe:is hee whoe can 


endure to withhould him ſelfe from goeing to 


thee, and from receiuing thee, fince thou giueſt 
thy ſelfe, vpon noe harder.codition, then onely 
that wee be content to hunger after thee ? For 
doeſt thou peraduenture aske more of ys, then 
onely that a ſoule may ſigh for thee, and con- 
telling her linnes; nay receiue, and loue thee? 
Great is the miſery of thoſe men , who 
when bread comes to ſeeke themin their owne 


| howſes, they chooſe rather to dye of hunger, 
|thento ſtoope to take it yp. O fſloath what a 


deale of miſcheife thou doeſt ! O blindenes, 
what adeale of benediction doeſtthou looſe ! 
O fleepines, what a deale of aduantage doeſt 


| 


fly from that man, who is diſpoſed to ſeeke: 


tw 
oy --. . —_ 


| thou ſteale away ! ſince conſidering the promi- 
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be opened; it is cleare that if wee proue not well, 
the fault isours, 


/ But what? hall things paſle ſtill after thisd 
manner? Though God honſelfe is come to cure | 
, Shall wee ſtill continue ficke2 He being at | 


he gate of our hart, crying out and ſaying, 
Open to mee, O thou my freind, and my ſpouſe, Shall 
we being all wrapt vpn vanities,ſfuffer/him to 
| Rand calling there, and notſoe much as open 
him the gate? 


b aske thee on the art of God, what, in fine, is 


all, with all thy forces, after. God 2 2? What doel} 


| NoE biilines on earth, but to attend to the loue 


lofle. And whathaſt thou to doe in this world, : 


| but to exerciſe thy ſelfe, all, inloue ofthis king 


of heauen 2 Doeſt chica not ſee , how allthat 
which heere thou ſ{eeſt, muſt has an end, as 


| alſo all that which EPs heareſt, which hou 


 thoudoeſt converſe 2 Doeſt thounot ſee, that 
| all this is but cobwebs, which cannot cloath 


thou haue not thy being in leſws Chriſt our lord? 
what art thou thinking? what accountart thou 


 thouloue, if s 68 tos not loue this Spouſe of 
thine? Or rather why doeſt thou not lone him | 
| enech, whodid foe neohaily loue thee? He had | 


|  toucheſt, which thou taſteſt, and wherewith | 


thee, and keepethee LED Where art thou if 


|, that whoſoeuer ſeek es Shall finde , ' and be who 
| kes Shall brave; and to him who kneckes it $ball | 


O my ſoule come kicher, and tell mee, for | 


that thing, which detaines thee, Goh gocing | 


of thee, and to-ſceke thy profitt, with his owne | 
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naking 2? what doett thou ſeeke, our of that | | 
nely , One, complere God? 
Let ys rowſle vp our ſetuesat laſt, & breake of 
his badd leepe ; Let vs awake, for it is broad | | 
lay , ſince leſus Corif our lord who is the light, | 
1s come, Let vs doe the wookes of. light , fince | 
here was tyme wherein wee did the workes | | 
of darknes. O that the memory of that tyme, 
wherein wee know not God , might {erue ys |} 
now for sharp ſpurrs, to make vs runne gree- 


wee could fiy, O that wee might burne,, and be: 
transformed, into him. What muſt a creature | 
doe, when he {ces his creator made man,and all 
for Joue of him alone? who cuer heard of ſuch | 


by louc be convened intorharother. Tris was | 
that God loued vs, when hee made vs after his | 
Imaze;bur a farre or cater worke it was to make 
kimſelfe after our image. He abaſes hirſeltc 
toys, that hee may aca vs.to him. He makes | 
himſelfe man, that hee may make vs Gods. He | 
deſeedes from heauen, that he may carry vs thi- 
ther in his copany ; and] in fine hedycd, that he 
might gue vs lite, And now ſhall it ha poſlible 


ſleeping and without any ſenſe of gratitude for | 
oe great loue 2 0 lord illuminate myne eyes , that 
they may not ſleepe in ſuch a death as this. And thou 
whohaſt done vs this great fauour, giue vs al- 


O 
foe a right feeling of it, For otherwiſe, the | 


Pf.13. 


dily after him. O thatwe could runne, O "that | 


thatin the midſt of theſe things, I ſhould lye 4 


127 


alone as this, that one louing anortner, thould x: 
| 


greater the benefitt is , the more hurt ir will b 
= 


| 
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doe vs in the end. | 
O Lord open thou myne eyes, that they may | 


"I 


confider thee,deſcending out of the þoſome of 


thy father; and entring into that of thy vircin | 
mother that I may giue thee great thankes fa | 
this benefit. Make mee able to humble my ſelfe| 
 forthee, Make mee able to conſider thee lying 


in a maunger, inſteade of a bed. cr ying our, 


through could & being oppreſt with pouerty; | 
& minke me learne thereby, how to caſt all deli 
cacy farrefrom mee, Make thy teares & tighes|' 


ſhew & ſound themſclues forth in myne eares, 


nation of thy will. And Joc not thou permitt, 


that God {hould weepe, and that man ſhould i 
| hauc nocfeeling of it;for 1 know not at which 


of theſe two things, wee might wonder moſt, 
Seale vp,O lord ,thy wordes in my ſoule,that 


| I may neuer {inne againſt thee, Let the blood 
 whichthou didit ſhed for mee, be gathered yp| 


into my hart, and be thou all, ,my onely loue, 


mee. Ieisl. whom thou ſought, and whome 
thou ſcekeſt {till ; and for mee thou haſt made 
all thoſe tiltings, and triumphes, and shewed 
forth all thy liueries, and vndergone all that 


any other then thee , ſince thou haſt deſerued 
me ſoe well. | 


Ce A IR 
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that ſoe they may mollify my hart, & that ſoeit 
may deliner it ſeifcouer, as wax, to euery incli-| 


that ſoe thou _ not repent thy ſelfe, of all 
theſe oreat afflictions \whichthouendur edit for| 


Come Madam,let that hart of yours,now pre-| 


| coſt, Let me neuer Ge my ſelfe belonging to vj 


you may rock hima lleepe, which 1 
Wicpoſe of contemplation, and feethatyou tend, 
andrrear him well, for he is the ſonne of a orcat | 
high king, and he is the ſonne alſoe.of ay irgin, | 
Kindhe rakes much ouſt to lodge him clfe in the. 


lt.” 


a_ 


EIT. 


Are it « folfe for Godis y pon the point of being 


Wornc; and hee hath neither howſe, nor bedd, 


herein to lye, Let your hart be all inflamed 
vith loue , for the, Infant ſuffers. much cold. 
\nd yet if your bart be bur euengloe much as 


old he ſuffers for vs, ſo much the more loue, 
eſhewes to beare vs; & where I ftiade my ſeife 
obe more belougd,, there am I obliged more 
0 loue. 

Exteriourly hee {| affers cold; and yet, clrough 
he great loue he'beares vs, he can endure na 


Wakfoin his bearth, & in his death, he ſhewed 
he orcareſ} excelle of loue. 
Madam, You mult pr ouidea cr ade wherein 


19nifies the 


art of virgins ; for the meat he eates is fleſh, 
hich is crucified & dead. And becauſe he hack 
avreat deale of poore people, amonett his kin- 


lred , whome yet he loues decrely well, you 


muſt he alſoe ſure to loue them, for th cy are the 
rethren of our creator. As as as he is borne 


nyour hart , you mult takecareto nurſe him; 
Fil beſecech him to keepe and ſauc you,for his 


tercie's \ake. Amen. 


IS es we. . —- 


uke warm? chis Infant with his cold , will | 
piue it greater heat, For how much che | more | 


loathes ; but helyes naked asſoone as he i is | 
Worne , & riaked they lay him vpon the Crofle, 
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A. Letter to 4 certaine Lady , who is taught wil 
what diſpefition she us to receine Chriſt ous loy, 
into ber ſople; and with what care she is to key 
him, and of the great miſery where into that ſol| 
falls, which committs mortall ſinne, and what 
great treaſon it is , to leaue God, and follow thl 
denill, eſpecially for ſuch as haue beeneparticulary| 
fauoured by almighty God. | 

1 | 
| T HE grace and peace of theholy ghoſt, be 
| 4 inyour hart, and affift you in this hoh| 
'tyme; that you may prepare your ſoule , for] 
that Infant who is now to be borne, For he 
hath noe howſe, but inthoſe ſoules which are 
well diſpoſed to recetue him. Hecomes asa| 
ſtraunger, andin great pouertie, Giue him yout| 
hart, that foe he may ſay in thelaſt day, I was«| 
firaunger and you receined mee. But yer. confide| 
_ | withall, that as there is nothing ſo muchtobe} 
 defired by you as to lodge this Infant in your 
ſoule, ſo is there nothing which requires more} 
care anddiligence, then to prepare, the lodginy| 
ready, inſuch ſort as he defires. He comes ul 
humility, and pouertie; and they who receiv 
him muſt be humble, and poore. He comes toi 
| vndertake great labours, and with labour tha 
howſe muſt be adorned, wherein he youtch*| 
fes to dwell, Heis chaſt, and he loues ſuch# 
are chaſt. And though he be very little , and# 
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yery Infant ; yet withall, he is yery oreat, and | 
heisGod; and ſoceit mult be no little thing to 
prepare a lodging for agreat God, Our lord is 
choiſe and nice , and by reaſon of ſome one 
mortall ſinne which ſome man makes litle dif- 
fculty to committ, he refuſes toenter into the, 
foule, And if he be there already , one mortall. 
finne, ſends himaway, And when he is gone, 
he comes not back againe ſoe ſoone;but makes 
itplaine, by the difficulty which he hath to re- | 
turne , with how great diligence he is to be 
kept, by vs; when we haue him there, |} 

| O my good lady, andhow riche is he who | 
| policies God, and how often in the day were | 
W | he ro looke downe vpon his hart, asking our | 
Lord if hee be there > What chaynes ſhould he | 
| caſtabout him of humble petitions and teares, 
begging of him as Danid did, in theſe words, 
Olord depart not from mee. How full of caution | 
ought a man to walke, leaſt he ſhould doe fo- | 
mewhat, which might offend our Lord,& leaſt | 
being offended, he ſhould be gone. Fer, if hee } 
beallgood, what ſhallit be to looſe him, but 
.tofallinto the Abiſle of all miſcries? They are } 
fadd things, which aſoule feeles, when it hath | 
loſt God; and ſuch, as will hardly be belciued, | 
I} though all the world ſhould ſpeake of them, | 
W| This appeares well in our firſt parents Adam | 
and Eve. For Eue, looking ypon the fruite of | 
the forbidden, 4ree, it ſeemed very beautifull} 
[to hereye, and thar if he might eate thereof, | 
[would proue yery pleaſing to her, and giue 
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| her great contentment. Burt as ſoone alt the ha 
eaten, her eyes were opened, to behould thoſe 
| great miſeries , which came vpon her by thy 
| MIEANCS , & experience taught her, that the bit 
|ternes of breaking the comaundment of God, 
| was greater, then the pleaſureto haue caten thi 

fruite. And then ſhe ſaw , that the apparance 
{ which the forbidds truitc had,of being ſoe very 
faite ; and full of guſt , was but a deceite of the 
deuill, who made a falſe glaſle;for her to looks! 
throuzh. And hee alſoc gaue her a loathing, of 
ithoſe other fruites which God. commaunde 


| hidden good , had conliſted inthat which Gol 
| forbad, i Ln, 
| O how many haue beenedeceiucd by the de- 
vill, through falſe imagination; he promiſing 
them contentment, & gult;& they afterwards; 
making bitter lamentation,for giuing creditto 
 him;whomeuen before they knew to bealye; 
& the father of lyes: and ſome, after the endot 


her .ro cate. Soe as they ſcemed ynſauoury to] 
her , and ſhe thought that, all the guſt , and 


many labours, and teares, haue ({weate bard; to| 
-*|returne into the freind{hipp of God, though, 
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[de hawkes , whoe flying from the fiſt of 

| their Lord, fall to feede vpon carryon; and 
being ſoe flethed, returne noe more ; and ha- 
uins formerly talted the foode of Angells, 
growe to take delight inthe huskes of {wyne, 
Of theſe S. Peter faith, That ut had beene better for 
them, not to baueknowne the way ef our lord, then ro | 
leave it afier it was knowne. And it happens to 

[them as to the dogge who returnes to eate, 

| what he had vomitted , & as to the hogg whoe 
wallowes in his myre from {ſtde toſfide, And | 
our Lord himfelte ſaid , That be whoputs his hand 
tte plowgh , andlookes backeis not fitt for the king- | 
dime of heauen ; but returnes to-be worldly agai- | 
ne, and is both made an obiect of ſ{corne to the 
deuill, and is alſoc placed as a marke to fright | 
others from offending God. 

In this ſorte did the wife of Lothyndoe her | 
ſelfe. For God hauing vouchſafed her foe 
Treat a fauour , as to deliver her from the 
fyre , which came from heauen, ypon Sodar: | 

Jand G+morrab , where thee dwelt , and com- 

[maunding her not to looke backe againe, ſhe | 
obeyed nor his voice ; but turning her head, j 
dacke, was transformed into a pillar of ſalte, 
which beaſts licke vp. And heere it is to be coſfi- | 
dered , that if God puniſhed her ſoe ſeucrely, 

| whoe had not beene a ſinner in that Citty, bur } 
onely becauſe ſhe obeyed not his commaunde- 

| ment of not looking backe for what can the 

[inner hope , whoe is deliuered from the | 

[puniſhment of God , through his great 
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| mercy 3 if yet diſpiling that exceſſtue goodney, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


ſoe great a miſery as this. Foras S. Paule affir-| 


| band is inraged foe much the more againſt her, | 
| at ſhe bad bene more beloued by him {oc that 


he turne back his hart, towards he fles ports of j 90 
Egypt, and his finnes paſt. _ Wipu 
I beſeech God euen for God's owne fake; [| 


to deliuer euery ſoule, from falling downe into 


| :nr0 the hands of the lining God ,, and what | 
{man , that be sboald he able to endure the wrath and 


. 


m 

al 

mes ,it 1s 4 fearefull and horrible thing , to fall| V\ 
& 

V 

In 


tary, of Almighty God For as any huge fire , is 
| | 4: : | s ou 
| ableto deuoure ſome little woefull {traw , ſor] tt 


| doth the mighty wrath of God, ſwallow vp |! 


the ſoules & bodyes of all ſuch perſons as de-ſſ|t 


art from him. And as when ſome wife , whoe 


| had beene deerely beloued by her husband, | 


commirts the fowle finne of adultery, that huſ-M| 


wrath of God is very vnſufferable , which he 
exprefles againſt that ſoule, which he had for- 
merly drawne out of the captiuity of finne,and| 
of bound had made free, and being naked and 
:voyd of grace, had made rich and rarely ador- 
i ned with the ſame grace, and ofa wicked flaue, 
had exalted to be his moſt honoured & beloued| 
wife, What would ſuch a woman deſerue, who 

being yngratefull for ſoe great fauours , Tay 


not ſhould committ adultery, againſt ſuch a ge] 


| nerous and pious husband, but through whole] 
| hart , any ſuch thought {hould once palle,| 


| | 
| though ſheewere a thowſland mile oft, from| 
| the fac. : | | 
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of] much more fitt for him to baghe & drelle and 


[{whichis able cuen to amaze; and aftoniſh the 
| world ) forone to leaue God for the deuill, and 


Formy confidence is notin you , but in him, 
|med you, out of the captiuity wherein you 


| were, and taught youſoe well, what belongs 


[take the bulines in ieſt, neither will hee, thar 


| 


K 


put freſh dithonours, & to,crucitye a ſec6d ty- | 
me that perſon, whoſe former wounds, it were 


—— 


allwage , then to add new.ones to the old? 
What kinde of wickednes :thall wee call it, 


hauing beene walking in the way to heayen, : 
to zoe thruſt his yery feete into hell ; andto 


[like better to haue to doe with God inraged, |} 


then with God all gentle and appeaſed? 


Madam, I haue not written this ; as thin- ; 
king that this miſery will lay hould on you. 


whoe, withſoc much mercy, and pitty , redee- 


to his loue, as to bhaue giuen you cleerely to yn- * 


derſtand thereby. that hee meant not to vnder-. 


either you, or, ſhall make a ieſt thereof, In: 


{this lord who loues with ſoe oreat fdelity,doe | 
I place my confidence; and not in you , whoe| 
{ haue kept ſoill correſpondance with his true 
| lone, But I have written this, to the end, that of ! 


your ſelfe, you may hunt out a litle ſent, of the 


OE 


danger wherein you are; & that you may rec6- | 
[mend your ſelfe more and more, to our Lord, 
1and in fine, that you may be ſoe diſcreete as not 


4 caſt away your tyme, inthe admitting of 
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| Who could euer thinke of giuing a buftert, to | 
| oncthat had endured ſoe many for him; andto | 
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vnprofitable thoughts. Our lord will cleere 
| vp theſe things , and will finiſh that which | 
he hath begunne , and will not take this 

Crowne from mee , and therefore amT in pa- 
tience and hope, thatyou ſhall not depriue mee 
of that which God hath giuen mee, You haue 
heere many ſeruants of God , both men and 
| woemen , who recommend you to his mercy, 
with much care, and I beſeech him to graunt it 
molt completely to you, Amen. 


_EPISTEES: 
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| 4 Letter of the Autheuy to a Lady, atthe F call of the 


Epiphany or three kings. Viherein bee shewes 
how shee 15 to gee and adoe we Infant Teſns, 
with theſe kings ; beirg enided by the ſlarre of 
faith ; and that sbee 15 19 offer him the gould of 
dinine lone. 


| [ Wrote to your Ladyſhip this laſt Aduenr, 


of the orcat fanour which our Lord did vs, 
in vouchſafing to come to ys, and of the happi- 
nes of that ſoule which diſpoſes himſelfe to re- 


(ceiue him. I hope in his mercy, that hee is come 


home to you, and that you haue receiued him 


{with faith and loue, And therefore now, there 


remaines noe more , but that you offer your 


{ſelfe, ia perpetuall ſacrifice to him, who hath 


youchſafed to offer himfelfe to you as a deere 


oneſt, and that you imitate the faith and pre-_ 


ſents which were made by thoſe wiſe men to the 


asyou hane already imitated them 1n the care 
they had to finde him. It will doe well , that 
you contemplate how this great lord is foe 


|humbled, in that poore open {table, and that 


maunger , where the naturall diſcourſe and 


[humaine reaſon of thoſe kings, was farre from 
[thinking that they ſhould finde him. But the 
|ſarre which, with vs, is Faith, refuſes expreſly 
| topaſle any further on, and declares with moſt 


p 
| 


{Blefled Infant as ſoone as they found him our; | 


reſplendent beames as hv ſoe many tongues, 
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leaſt certainty. 

For if as theſtarre guided them, ſoe they had 
beene guided but by their reaſon , they would 
have gone to looke forthis new borne King in 


ſome royall pallace; for a perſon and a place 


wherein hedwells, are tg carry proportionto 
one another: Our lord youchſafes to ſhey a 
great fauour to them, vpon whom he beſtowes 
a {tarre , which is the guitt of faith; that ſoe 
they may ſeeke God, both when he is wrapped 
vpaſyell in thoſe ſwadling-cloutes, inthe po- 
uerty of his birth, asin the contempt and tor- 
ment of the death of the Crolle; the kings finde 
him in one of thofe places, and. the good theete 
in the other, For both they, and hee , had the 
eyes of Faith , and that made them proftrate 
themſclues all along and adore him, proteſting 


| that they Were 45S nothing in his diuine preſen- 


ce, For if they bad knowne him but for a tem- 


porall King, how great ſocuer hee had beene,it 


would haue ſufized for them, to haue donere-' 
uerence to him, as one man vles to another; | 


| but for ſoe 


great men-to proſtrate themſelues, 


before an Infant, betokens that they had in- 


ceriour faith , whereby they knew the high] 


Maieſty , which -lay hiddin that Infancy, 
But now your Ladyſhip muſt be ſure, rhat 
you appeare not empty before this Lord; and 


——_—_____(@lw— 


Pk 18, | 


| that hee who is aboue all reaſon, and knoy-| 
| ledge, lyes ina place which is hidden from all 
diſcourſe of reaſon; that ſoe wee may learne to. 
belceue, that moſt firmely, whereof wee finde|' 


— 


| 


| 
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Jexalt himſelfe ; but if he loue mee, I muſt bee 
[like him inthat, andI muſt loue him, ſaying, 


=» FL, 
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that you thinke not that you giue him any 


[Nothing but God is able to make your Lady- 


|ne, Steale not your ſelfe away from this lord , 


EPISTLES. Ep.18. 


thing , if, you doe not giue him your loue. | 


ſhipp happy ; and nothing bur your ſcife is able | 
rokeepehim contented. This loue of his is not 
joyned with any intereſt which regards him- 
ſelfe , or the yalue of the preſents which are 
made to him; bat it is atrue and perfedt lone, 
which requires an ynion of harts. And this is 
that language , as S, Bernard ſaith , whereby 
God, and the ſoule communicate themſelues 
& ſpeake to oneanother ,intheſametune, If 
our lord threaten and punith mce, I am not to 
doe the ſame; but my duty will bee, to humble 
my ſelfe ſoe much the more, as hee doth more 


with the ſpouſe; My beloned to mee and I to bim, 

O great dignitie of a creature, which is abled 
thusto draw, in the ſelfe ſame yoke with his 
Lord, and may an{weare himlike, for like, for 


[loueis that thing, which abaſes hills, and rayfſes 


come an infant, and being God became man; 
and ſhedd the blood of circumciſion for you, 
withih eyght dayes ; as being not content that 
he had ſhedd teares, for you, when he was bor- 


$ 


Fo 


lince you are ſoe truly his , leaſt you grow to be 
jof them , of whome the Prophett Teremy ſaith; 


valleys. Offer your loue to him ; whoefor loue | 
\of you, did, though hee were ſoe great, be- 


\hewent like one whoe runnes away with him | 
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$SPIRITVALL Ep. 18, 
ſelfe. Where are you engaged more deepely} 
where can youemploy your ſelte more profits. 
blyzw here can you exalr yourſelf more highly, | 
then by louing Chriſt our lord, w ho loued you, 
and vy -aſhed you with his bloud, and o1yes Cuen 
himſelfe co fact 120ne as loues him, and make | 
him of a man, grow to be a kinde of God. 

Bce very car full of your {elfein this bulſines, | 
| and {oe that you og zon!d to the Infant leſus; 
For as al; tle gould is more worth then a.great 
; Quantitie of other mettall, {oca little true Joue, 
| iS More pretious, tnen ch &oppcr , and ſuch 
other mettalls of feare, and proper intcreſlt, or 
any other ſuch affects as riſe from theſe. M Many | 
are Wont to meaſure themſelues by theirdocing | 
many good workes, and they neuer conſider! 
that God reſpects nothing i inthem, butonchy 
the hart from whence they riſe ; and that one 
man ſhall pleaſe God more who doth leſle good 
|[workcs, then another whoe doth greater, if he 
who did the leffe, haue the greater ens: Some 
man by faſting fr romſome one meale, or by gi- 
uing ſome very y little almes, {hall be more plea- 
[fing; to our lord(as the widdow was,then many 
{or hers whoe gaue great almes) becauſe hedoth 
ir with more Jane then they, And heerein ap- 
-cares the greatenes of our Lord, ſince noeſer- 
Rice which, weecan doe him, how greatſocuct | 
icmay be, is great in his fizhe , if tl 20 love of the | 
-artic be not orcat, For 2 $4 hath needc | 
of nothing, and cannot poſſibly encreaſe atall 
1 riches, of anv other $00; d, why ſhould he 


"I 


— CC 


|much the more he conceales , and as it were 
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E P1S-1-LES, _ Ep. 18, 
care for ought which can be ginen him, but | 
onely to be beloued , which is foe acceptable a 
preſent, as cannor be.refuſed by any. And ſoc 
much is God in earneſt when he requires it of 
vs, as that he puniſhes with eternall death, the 
| perſon whoe grauntes him not his loue, 

What thing is ſoe farre from ſelfe loue in the 
|defires of any thing , as hee whoe needes noe 
ſeruice which can be done him thereby ; and 
| whoe againe hath ſoe much defire of any thing 
as he whoe ſoerequires a man's loue,, as to pu- 
niſh him with the torments of hell, who will 
not give him that loue and giueit truely, yea, 
and that ſoeas it may exceede all other loues, | 
And therefore Saint Auguſtine might ſay with | 
reaſon, O lord what account doeft thou make of mee, | 
fnce thow commaundeſt., mee to loue thee; and dveſi | 
threaten mee with huge miſeries if T lone thee not. | 
Let this be therefore your prime care, to attend 
totheloue of our Lord. For this very purpoſe, 
he made himſelfe foe very little, For by how 


—— 


dilembles his Maieſty, ſoe much more doth he | 
declare his goodnes, and thus doth he the more | 
inuite our loue ; which lookes more at eaſe 
vpon thelittlenes which he tooke, then vpon 
the greatnes which he naturally poſleſled. 

His wiſedome lyes hidden by his being mace 
(an Infant whoe could not ſpeake. His power 
Is alſoe bound vp by certaine ſwathing-cloa- 
thes, and he endures bitter colde, And all this| 


IST 


[to the end, thatthe more of his other attributes 
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| after the rate thereof , will it coſt that man 
| whoe {hall deny to giue it. 


ynburnt, How ſhall that man be able to loue 


| runnes headlong ypon errour, and fince Chriſt 


for vs. It is certaine that to ſee him trembje 


E ps, | 


he hides from vs, the more he may declare hi | 
loue to vs; that ſoe we alſoe may loue him the 
more, as we finde him to hane ſuffered more 


with colde doth kindle vs much more, then if 
wee {aw him well, and warmelycladd, and if 


he felt noe paine, And therefore hee {hall doe| 


very ill, whoedenyes him his loue, fince it was 
bought at ſoe much coſt of this Intant ; and 


Hee whoe offers this loue, offers the holocauſ 


with the marrow to our lord, as Dauid ſaith, For| 


as fire burnes vp a whole beaſte; ſoe doth lou 
conſume the whole man, both within & with- 
out, The fire of true loue, will not endure that 
the ſtraw of exteriour vanities ſhould remaine 


pompes and ſhewes who cordially loues the 
Infant leſ#-, being layd in a poore maunger,, if 
it be true that loue muſt make louers like to 
one another, It is a great bleſſing and light, 
which makes vs able to ſee God heere beloue, 
that ſoe we may know how to walke for the 
pleaſing of his diuine Maieſty. And fince he 


walkes in a very contrary way to that of the 


world , let vs reſolue to make our choice of | 
that guide, whome we meane to follow ; fince| 


wee cannot walke in both; and lince the world 


our Lordis the truth which faues ſuch as be- 
lecue and follow it. 
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And let this bolocauſi haue marrow in it, for 
marrow 15 a {oft thing, and doth ſoone_melr. 
And foe doth that hart which loues our lord; | 
and whether the matter concerne the ſeruice | 
of the ſame lord , or els the good of a man's 
neighhour, ſuch 5 a one will not cxpreBie either. 
rynes, or harſhnes, but ſ(weete mildenes, hee 
alſoc hath care to keepe his loue as fate, as the | 
marrowe 15 within the bone, But before you 
can arriue to that marrow, itis garded firſt by y | 
the sKynne, andrhen by the feth, and laſtly by | 
the bone it ſelfe, The man who loues, 7 
all things which he polleſſes, and deſires , be- 
fore that which he loues; rnat he may ſboner' 
looſe all that, then that the perſon beioued by 
hin thould once. be rouched. And he hath a 
{trong and firme pur} poſe as if it were made of 
Iron not to yerture the lone of our lord, 
though 1 it ſhould coſt him whatſocuer heeither 
is, or may cuer be, 

Such 'gould as this it is , which you mult 
offer to the Infant, who is "bornefoe poore ; | 
and you muſt open your treaſures , for that 
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be not opened, which is the treaſure-howſc, 
all the labour is loſt, For in that caſc Re 9 
euer it bee, which is offered , 15 not gold but 


Wrvoſe . a5 thoſe kings did. For if this hart | 


counterfect ſtufte; & he takes the beſt to him- 
ſelfe, and giues the worſt to Al: nighty God, 
Open therefore your hart, and conueigh the 
[Infant newly borne into it , lince that hart 200 
| lone Hues, in which Nee 1s. And | tince he 1 is ot 
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{oe little weight, doe not lay him downe; bur 


| Myrrb , whereof the ſpouſe ſpeakes. Conuerſe 
withhim with all reverence becauſe he is God? 
and yet take courage to: communicate freely 
with him, becauſc he is an Infant; for within 


he hath his hart as ferenc, and {\yeete, as you 


may well conceiue by his cxteriour apparance, 
Take heede you lett him not fall, for he muſt 
be kept with great care ; but if your loue be 
not great, you will either forgett him quickly, 
orels lay him ſoone alide, as thinking that he 


te with hfminſuch fort, as thatyou giue not 
ouer , till you perceiue by good coniectures, 
that both you loue him, and are beloued by 
him. For till aſoutle feele this, it ever lives in 
feare, aud ſadnes, and as vnder the burden of a 
law, but when it comes to this paſle; there is 
nothing which can eaſily trouble ir, when it 
 conliders tat God lones it, and it loues God. I 


: 


Ladyſhipp. Amen, 


weare him in your boſome, like that handſull «f | 


weighes too much, Andſoe that you negotia- | 


beſeech him that it may ſoe happen to your | 


We | 5.0 
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[not ſhed ; IN vayne, nor his 5 prayersto his Father 


| | 


| 


$iyed, and that they were ade {ocrichlythe | 
louers aad beloved of God, did they ling a | 


UECIOCINEIOCIOE CUTIE CANOE OE ONION OE, 


whatourlord himfelfe had promiſed, the holy 
| Shaſt as loone as he thould become, was to 
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"EPISTLES. 


| 


A lecter of the Anthour to 4 Lady wherein hee shewes 
what the coming of the holy Ghoſt wwroughtin the 
Apoſtles , and what it workes in them whoe diſ- | 

poſe themſelues to recerueit , and how ihey are to 


i oſe them] elues. 


Od ſend you a good Feaſt of whitſontide, 
© not by heareſay, but by experience; & that, 
in this ſolemnitie your hart may. feele that 
which the faithfull ſeruits of Chriſt our Lord, 
[when they were aflemoled in that meeting- 
place did feele, by the infuſion of him into their 
loules, who depriued them of their weakenes, 
nddetincred th hem from MN onees; and 
fulfilled the boſome of their ſoules, with foe 
great ioy, as might well giue the world to vn- 
derſtand ; . that the blood of Chrilt our lord was 


\made in vayne;lince by meanes thercof,a parti- 
cipation of _ divinitic, was communicated. 
O how often when they ſaw themſelues (Ge: 


world of prayſes to Ieſis Chriſt, theirlord and | 
Maiſter ; as knowing well , that he had ſent 
them this guiftas he was God, and had deſerued 
it for chem; as he was man, For according to 


i Ep. I9, 155 


| 


—— — 


Y OO nm "ETSY FX = 


I mn 


. 
COTIG PDR. nw." x ho" 


= Dt... 


SPIRITYALL Ep. 


pn 


Y 


| 


| 


—_— 
——_— 


h. 


E—_ 


—_—— ————— —_ 


 loued, from whome himſelfe proceeded, and| 
| ke noedifhicultie to publiſh and proclaime him) i 


| hues. | 0 


| lebrate it exteriourly as we ought. And it our 


A Sn i ST F.C 
make knowne leſus Chrif?, 6ur Lord,and to oive| 
teltimony of him , that ſoe rhe Diſciples, and 


lb 


| the world might Knowehim , and by knowingfſ| ot 
| him might vnderſtand withall , that all good io 

| was to come tothem by his meanes, and tha) th 
| they were to render him ſeruice , andexpreſle 


at 
th 


all eratitudeto him, as totheir true and aboun.! 
| dant benefactour; and that foe, they mightre. in 
| maine faſtertyed to himby the cordes of loue, q 
| in his abſence, then formerly they had beene in v 
prefence;& might know by experience, whatalſſi 
puiſſant love the holy ghoſt 1s, and hoy ardenth 


he makes that Bleſſed word of God, to be be- 


1n whome ne repoſles, and that they ſhould ma- 
to the world, though it ſhould coſt them their ||| c 


It we had a parte of this ſolemnity heere 
within our very harts , weshould be ſureto ce- 


ſoule were bedewed with ſome dropp of the 
watcrof this plentifull Riuer which iſſues out 
of the throne of God, & of the lambe,thethu| 
of this whole world would be ſoone quenched 
invs, and wee ſhould be refreſhed by this hea- 
uenly dew from that drynes, and ſtiffnes whe- 
rein wee yet remaine ſoe negligent, ſoe barren, 
and foe accurſed. | 
| O how much would we finde our ſelues 
obliged to our Redeemer , when wee ſhould 
ſenlibly feele, that wee were indeede redeemed; 


es ae to ety a AO OO en 


lO | me o-- a arm a. rs ay ao” tay. Mn Ao 


- 
”OW 


— ' 


_———_—_—_—_—— 


——_— 


— —_— 


RF 


od by him, and that our ftnnes were drowned,that 
no fl our ſorrowes were ſpent, and aboundance of | 
joy imparted inſteedethereof, W ee would not | 
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mas hr, _— # | 


then complaine of paines,of baniſhments, of 
abſence from what we loue , of wanting thoſe 
things which ſeeme molt neceſlary to vs, and 
in fine of any inconueniece, For ſoe powerfull 
isthis ſpiritt, and the fire thereof, that it ſtriues 
vward, and makes vs foe loue & confide in 
God, that noe water of ſorrow, and aftliction 
hath power to quench it, but it remaines euer 
quicke, and conveyed with ſuch ſtrength into 
the bowells of the ſoule ( which are {oe migh- 
tily inflamed ) that it kills all that which liues 


conquer him, whois mortyfied by the coming 
of this holy ſpiritt. 
' This is that deare gueſt , whoe cures the 


[had made in their harts whoe loued him , and 
fills ypp that empty place , which was made 


therein by his departure. And now it he were 


able ro comfort and free men from that ſor- 
tow , which was cauſed by the abſence of 
Chriſt our lord himſelfe , more eaſily will hee 
deableto comfort vs, in caſe of theabſence of 
creatures, if we be in any paine thereby, This 


Warme ynder the mantle of his proteCtion , and 
makesthem know that they haue onein hea- 


ill; and cauſes, that euen death it ſelfe cannot 


wound, which the abſence of Chriſt our lord | 


ls hee, who is ſoe full of care of his orphanes, | 
who ouerſhadowes them with ſtrength, from} 
"on high, and who coyers and keepes them | 
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be eos and 
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|Uen, whome they may with confiderice , buy 
without preſumption cali Father; hee repaices 
that which is ruined; heiliuminates that which 
i5 darke , he heates that which is coide , he 
| ſtraightens that which is crooked, le refreſhe; 
that which 1s oucr vi earyed, and he i; day iv 91- 
| Uipg vs new ſtrength , which makes ys fly vp 
| toward the mountaine of God. ; 
Madam, it will be reaſon that ſuch an ex- 

cellent preſent as this, ſhould put vs into great 
| appetite, and that wee ſell all the aftections of 
our hart , for the purchaſe of this Ievyell, 
which onely is able to make vs happy. The 
newes of it paſles before our doores, and the 
noyſe ſounds in ourcares , of how he comes 
downe to men, and is glad of a habitation in 
their hartes; Let vs not ſuffer him to paſle by, 
but let ys conſtraine him to viſitt, and comfort 
vs, that we may ſeruc aim yet more, And con- 
| fidering in whoſe name wee may deſire him to 
ſtay with vs, he will notneede to be much en- 
treated; forthe Father ſends him,through Icſus 
Chriſt his ſonne our Lord, 

Chriſt our Lord is he who obtayned the 
holy ghoſt for vs. For otherwiſe', what had 
that molt high ſpirit to doe , with coming 
downe to vs, whoe are but foe much fleth, 
which is impure, and weake, and enclined to 
all Kindeof ill .This ſpiritt exceedes vs income 
parably more , then the heauens exccede the 
earth, if it were not for that , hewho is of hea-| | 
uen , being engendred by the Father , did abale| FI 
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hincate ſoe rarre as to become man, the f1gnifi- 
cation of which word is to be earthly. And fo 
God being humaned, and ternpored with our 
weakenes, did labour and ſweate, and, ypon 
the coſt of his life, did obtaine for vs, that this | 
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ſpirit which created the heauens , ſhould abaſe 
it ſcife ſoe farre,, as to dwell in thoſe potts of 
clay, Re 1”, 

Let vs giue thankes to Teſus Chrift our 
Lord , and lett vs gather the fruite of his la- 
bours. And fince the holy gheſl COMES downe'| 
willingly to dwell with vs, in contemplation | 
of the meritts of Chriſt our lord, ler ys not be 
ſoe vngratefull for either of theſe two great 
fauours, as thereby to loofe them both. The 
moſt high will abaſe himſelfe to theſe meane 
perſons, that he may bee their Father,and their 
ouide, and how then can wee be {ſuch woefull } 
ſotts, as to ſay Noe, to him. Let vs goe forth to 
receiue him with loue, whoe comes with loue, 
and lett ys doe it with great defire, for where | 
he 15 deſired he is well content to ſtay. Lett vs 


thee by night , and in ſpirit ; and with the | 
very bowells of my ſowle , I watch towards | 
thee in the morning, By night he deſires to | 


be afflicted , and places not his confidence in 
his owne arme, but ſends our ſighestothisſpi- 


fhe caſer of all ſuch asare in paine, And;in the 


entoy thy holy Spiritt, who findes himſelfe to | 


lt, as to the comforter of the ſorrowfull, and | 


be like him whoe ſaid. My ſoule hath deſired }'/43-26 


| 


morning hee will bee CONtENT tO watch, whoe 
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| he may be able to obtaine this fauour of our 


lord himſelfe , who was called the Cejie 1; 


e | all the nations ; and he Jones all ſuch as defire|: 


| to pollefle him, 

| Letvs callvpon this holy Spirit, with the 
| {peach both of our tongues and of our {oujc;; 
| but, wemult be fure that the howſe be not ill 
furniſhed ; and ſoe. without prouition , that 
after hee ſhall*be inuited , and fatt downe-at 
table; we may haue nothing for him to eate; 


whereon hee feedes , and which he likes ſoe 


{ well, For as fot the fielh which lines, he flyes| 


from it,as farre as he can, and itſtinckes worſe 
to him, thena dead dog would to ys, Let vs 


ſoe we may beruled by his; for two heades will 


| neuer goucrne a houſe well , if that which 


| knowes leaſt be not ſwayed by that which 
 knowes moſt. And let vs renounce all our 
ſelfe conceipts, for theſe are the Capitall enc- 
myes of this heauenly ſpirit , which teaches ys 


diligent to cleanſe our conſcience by penance, 


| and confeſſion, from all impurity , and euery 


oraine of duſt, how little ſoeuer it may bee. Fo! 


this guelt is moſt pure, and cleane ; and it 15 not 
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makes it not one of his laſt cares, hoy it may 
be fitt for him to furniſh vp that inward howſe | 


| but the cheefe of them aliis to conſider: how| 


Lord. And being thus detired, and innoked,in:| 
tallibly he will come ; for foe did Chriit ou| 


Let vs mortify our fleth, for that 15 the foode| 


mortifye our owne opinion and iudgment, that | 


to ſay , Not my will but toy will be done, Let ys be| 


] 
| 


, 
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| the honour of ſome principall guelt. | 
Hauing lodged him in our howſe,let ys giue 


© that vothing can depriue ys.thereof. If you car- 
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fre ro lodge him in ſuch ahowſe as may diſgulit_ 


(him, Let vs keepe peace, both at home and a- | 
| broad; for euen vnquiet and wrangling folkes, : 
| are wont to diſſemble their little brawles', for | 


| him good attendance, fince he hath made it a 


© pallace. For he is amighty king,andit isagainſt |. 


|alreaſon, that hauing him with vs at home, 


[we ſhould be gadding abroad. to ſee vanities: | 


[Let vs then ſhutt vp the doores , and calt our 
| ſelues proſtrate at his feete ; andlet:vs tell-him 
| with truth , chat there is-nothing which ſhall 
| draw vs from him, and thatwe haue giuen this 
| anſeare to all the world, that it mult leaue ys, 


and him alone together, Andſoclett vsenioye 
[tim; forthe is able to make ys happy , and ſo as 


ty the Buſines thus, you ſhall be comforted in 
[allthat, wherein yet you have diſcomfort ;and 
[Jou. chall drinke of the Riuen: of the delights of God 
ult even you be inebriated thereby. And 1 ſhall 
Uſoe be comforted when I ſhall fee you in the | 
hands of him whoe knowes ſoe well how to | 
keepe you , and inſtru you, andeternallyto 
{ae you. It is he -whomel belcechto beyour | 
accour, ws 12 
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A letter of the Authour to a certaineg, 


F it goes z0 celebrate at the Altar, 


en Father; I beſeech our Lord thai, 


. . Preiſt. Hee shewes how he may pre- 
pate himſelfe ; and what conſidera. 
 _ Fions are moſt profitable , when hiffſs 


\. the delay which I have vied in making ny 
| an{weare, may be recompeced with being true MW 
andprofitable to you, for your demaunde is offi 
greatimportance; and ſoe wouldthe anſ{wear 
alſoe bee , if it wete ſuch as I haue ſaid. Youlſfi 


- | aske-me what preparation is beſt, and what cow| th 


| fideration is moſt profitable , when you goetoli 
| celebrate the miſtery of the body, and bload 
| our:lord and Sauiour leſs Chriſt ; becauſe you} 
| feare. that the thing,which of it ſelfe is {oe help; 
full; may yerprouc hurtfull to you, for want df 
due: preparation, i 
| You know already , that there are different] 
complexions of mens bodyes ; and foe 1s thete| 
variety of inclinations, in their mindes, yea and 
{oe alſoe arc the guifts which God imparts {fc 
| men , very different. Some , he leades by one Yo 
meanes , and others by another, and therefor 
there can be noe ſuch common rule giuen , # 
may ſquare well with the generallity of all men, 


| concerning the conſideration which may be 


moſt profitable for the aforeſaid aCtion, But ti 


——— 
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iscertaine, thar that conſidercation-will be beſt 

for any man, which God imparts, and wheteby | 
aman findes himſelfe to be moued moſt. And 
he whoe hath any knowledge ſuch as a man | 
W may haue io things like theſe; ( whereof there 
is noe certaine faith ; nor cleere euidence that 

his Preparation ; or conſideration growes from | 
the impulſe of God) ; harh noe teaſon to chaun- 
geit for any other, till our lord chaunge it, And. 
this is to be tryed; by giuing account thereof, to | 
ſome perſon , who hath experience in theſe 
things, together with prudence z and ſoe totake 
the reſolution; . © | 


But now there are others ;/ whoe finde not. 


.._ Ep. 20. 163 | 
—— 
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| Ithemſclues particularly moued, to viſe, this, or 


7 hat Conſ1deration. And yet it is alſoe necetfa- 
to] 


Wy; for theſe men to impart the notice of their 
ward ciſpoſition ; ſoe to trye whethier they 
haue neede to be carryed by the (niotine of Lowe, 
b or feare, they being either {add, ot cheerefall; | 
"Fand the remedy is to be applyed,, according to 
File neceſſicies wherein they are. And becau- 
"M® 1 incline to thinke , according to the res | 
or lation which 1 haue receiued concerning | 

W179; that the ſtate wherein you are, is of a per-| 
"Fon proficient in vertue, and that i is fitter for.| 
[ou to exerciſe your: {elfe , VpoOn he conlidets- | 
ons which may prouoke you tothe teruour of | 
[loue; with reverence, then vpon others ;1 ſay, 
Mat to this purpoſe , I know of rione better, || 
henthat which miay giue vs lively to vnderltad, 
|thatour lord with whome we goe totreate,1s j | 


— —  ———— Og  —— no ___——— 
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Ml 


_ Certainely Sir, it isa blow of. great force, 


and ſaythis to himſelfe, in good carneſt , 1 an 
| now goeing to, conſecrate Almighty. God ; to houll 
| im in my hands , to haue audience of him , and 
0 receine him into my boſome. Let vs ponder this 

well; and if it{fincke into vs by thegrace and (pi- 
| cite of our lord, it will be ſufficient, and ſuper: 
avundant, for the making rhat reſult towards 
vs, whereof we haue ſoe much ncede, that ſor 
(according to our frajlty, ) we may performe 
| that office-as, we ought. | 


' © __ 
|. . Whois hee that can chooſe but be infls 


| med to.loue, by thinking , I goe to receive at 
1 ;nfnite Good £ who will not tremble , with an 


| 


before whome the powers of heauen tremble! 
| and who will not reſolue, neuer to offend him 
| more, bur ſtill ropraiſe him, and doe him ferur 
| ce? Who will not be confounded , and cuen 
{.mourne with. greife for hauing offended thit 
Lord, whom hee hath preſent there 2 who wil 

notconfide, ypon ſuch a pawne? whoe will odt 
{take hart, ro goe through this deſert, by rhe 


{nally, this conſideration, (when the hand of ol 
| Lord helpes ir on) doth wholly chaunge a mal, 
|.and raking him from himſelfe,, doth euen {wal 
| low him vp ; ſome tymes by reuerence, long 
mes by loue; andat other tymes, by other mo 


Ep.20, ; | 8 


God and man, and what the cauſe is why he co. 
mes to the altar.” aff 


towards the awaking of any man, to conſider, 


| amorons kinde of reuerence., ar his preſence, 


way of pennance , with ſuch Prouifion? Andi: 


_ 
FN 


| _ 
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| [owerfull ales of the minde, which are pto- | 
uced by the conſiderations of his Preſence. 
EWhich affects, though they doe not neceſſarily 
"Wfow from theſe Conſiderations , yet are they a 
Kmolt ready belpe therevnto, ifrhe man , as we 
ve to ſay , will not be a tone. ;t 
Foe that youshall doe well to excicif your 
flfe in this thought, Make account that you 
heare that voice, Eee ſponſus vent , Des veſter 
Vent, Behold your ſpouſe 1s 'coming \ your God 15 co 
ning, And $hutt your ſelfc vpin your hart), and 
then open 1t -to: receive that , which vſes to 
ftteame from ſuch a lightning. And defire you, 
of the ſame Lord, thar for that 'ver y goodnes of 
bis, by which he bath vouchſifed to put him- 
life irito your hands ; ; for that ſame goodnes, T' 
ky, he will give you a true feeling'thereof, that 
[oe you may eſteeme , reueare, and louchim as 
you ought. Importune him that he permitt you 
[not to be i in the preſence of ſuch a Maieſty, 
[without feare, reucrence, and loue. Abreotn, 
your {elfe to thake as you ought, of the preſen- 
ceof our Lord : Mchough you should then en- 
tertaine nocother confiderationbur that, | 


oh kings, who , though they ſay nothing yet ſee 
3 the modeſty ' the reueretice, & theloiie where- 


with they Ad: ifthey Band asthey ought. But 
[tis betrer to! conſider how thoſe great "orids aſe 


; 


Conſider them whoe {tand in preſence of | 


lt inthe Coutt of heayen, inpreſence' of vhiat | 


Maiuh 
2F, 


| 
i 


| . 


va | 
< infinite gteatenes all trembling at the refletion| 
Wl | of their —k_ littlenes, and burning i in the-fyre| 
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of loue, like perſons whoe are, as it were, con-| 


| of the ſoule with our lord , which a man sball 
idoe well to procure during the tyine of Maſſe 


heis1in his Cell, ynited with our lord, in the mot 


_ LA 


'man feele , when hee carryes him,in his haud 
who madeeleQion of our B. Lady, & enriched 


— —z | ; 


ſumed, jn ſuch a furnace, Make account, that 


you enter amonglt thoſe Graundes,, whoe are ſoe| 


richly adorned, and foe well behaued; and foe. 
diligent in doeing ſeruice ro their, Lord, And| 
then being placed, in ſuch ſociety as that, andin| 
the preſence of {oe grear a King, thinke of it as| 
you ought, though, as Iwas ſaying , you hae 

| 

| 


not, at that tyme, any other conſideration then 


that. [7 
My meaning is, that it is one thing for a man 
to haue what to ſay to the king; and it is ano-| 
ther, to know ( which may be done with ſcilen-| 
ce) how to ſtand in hispreſence , and thereto 


carry himſelf as he ought. And this is that vnion! 


| 


and to hang wholly vpon him, iuſt ſoc as when 


{ecrer retired corner of his hart. And this,in ſuch 
ſort, as that the wordes which he reades, may 
not be of any diſtration to this vn1on; for he 
Shall reape more fruite by it , then by them; 
though yer, it betrue, that he is to haue regard 
alſoe to thee wordes ; but he 1s to accuſtome him 
ſelfe whileit he hath his hart vnited, and preſent 
with God, to carry that attention withall , to 
what he doth, and faith, as 1s conuentent. 
Deere lord, and what doth the ſoule of that] 


her with celeſtiall graces , that'she mzght be 
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_ | mes, and eyes, with his owne, what confuſion - 
{© {doth he grow to haue? How ſtraightly will he | © 
hould himſelfero be obliged , for ſucha benefir? | 


| could conceiue quid fecerit nobus Dominus, What 
| our Lord had done for vs in that honre. Thata man 


4 


| 


ins 
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T | made fitc to liue and conuerſe with God made | 


man, And when he compares her hands, and ar- 


what caution will he yſe that he may keepe him 


ſelfe wholly for him , whoe hath done him ſoe | 


much honour, as to put himſelfe into his hands, 
and to come to them by them wordes of Conſe- 
cration, 

Sir, theſe things are noe bare wordes, nor noe. 
dead conſiderations ; but they be arrowes, shutr 
ſtifly out , from the ſtrong bowe of Almighty 
God, which wound and wholly chaunge the 


| hart, and which make ic deſire, that atthe end of | 
Maſſe , it may at lardge conſider that worde of 


our Lord, Scitis quid fecerim vobis? Doe you know 
what I baue done to you. Deare lord that a man 


might taſt him with the palate of his ſoule. O 
that a man had true weights , where with he | 
might weigh out, this great benefitt. How happy 
Should he be, euen in this world; and how, after 
the end of Maſſe, would heloath euen the fight of 
creatures; and would eſteeme rt to be a torment, 
that he muſt treate with them. And his ioy and 
lite would conſiſt, in pondering , Quid fecer:t ex 


dominus , what our lord had done for him , till the]. 
| next day, that heshould retourne to ſay Maſſe. 


And if our Lord doe at any tyme giue you this 


lighr, you will know what ſorrow and Shame 
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SPIRITVALL . Ep:zo, | 
you ought to carry in your hart , when you ap- 
proach to the Altar without the ſame. For he 
 whoe neuer enioyed it, doth not know what 
' a miſery it is, to. want it. 

2: -You may addto this Conſideration of the 
perſon whoe comes to the Altar , the reaſon 
why he comes; and you will there ſec areſem- 
blance of the loue, of the Incarnation of our| 
Lord, and of his holy Natiuity , and of his life, 
and death; renewing that which paſlcd heere- 
tofore ypon his ſacred perſon, And if you ſhall 
' | enter into the moſt inward corner of the hart 
of our Lord, and if hce vouchſafe to teach you, 
thatthe cauſe of his coming, is a violent and| 

impatient kinde of loue, which permitts not 
| him whoe lones , to be abſent from the party 
| beloued; yourſonle will euen faint ynder ſuch 
@ confideration as that. 

A man is indeede moned much, by ponde- 
| ring after this manner , Heere I baue Almnghyy | 
| God, But yet, when hee conſiders, that he co- 

mes meerely out of the great loue which he 
beares, (like one betrothed who cannor liue 
aday, without ſeeing and conuerfing with his 
| Spouſe), the man I ſay, who feeles this, would| 
be glad to haue athowſand harts, wherewith 
to correſpond with ſuch loue , and to ſay with 
'$ . Auguſtine O Lord what am 1 to thee , that thou 
Shouldeft commaund mee to lone thee > what am I 10] 
thee , that thau shouldefi ſve much deſire , to make mie. 
a viſit ; and to giue mee an embracement , and that, 
| being in heauen, with them who know fot 

hubs. - tha aan Wiie-Cuka 401 ancs hb BB, 
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| And let vs beſeech this lord of ours , who hath 
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well how to loue , and ſerue thee, thou yer | 
youchſafeit to deſcend to this creature , who 
knowes very ill how to {erue thee, but very well 
how to offend thee. Is it politble that thou canſt 
not content thy ſcife, O lord, to be withour 
mee. Is it poſſible that thy loue of mee, ſhould 
draw thee downe } Bleſſed mailt thou bee for 
ever, who being what thouart , haſt yet placed 
thy loue, ypon fuch acreature as my ſelfe? And 
isit poſſible , that thou ſhouldeſt come hither, 
in thy royall perſon, and that thou thouldeſt 
putthy ſcife intro my hands, as if thou wouldeſt 
ay : [ dyed for thee once , already; and I come to 
thee now , to lett thee know, thatl repent net my ſelfe| 
thereof; but if uc were needefull, | would dye for thee 
yet; a ſecond ty we. What launce could remaine 
inthe reſt, after ſuch adeare expreſſion of loue 
15 this > Who , O lord will eucr be ableto hide 
 himſelfe from the heate of thy hart , which 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


fly out to all them who are neere it, as ourof | 
ſome mighty furnace. And asſuch alord as this, | 
(my good Father ) doth, the God of the hea- 
uens, come to our hands, and we being ſuch 
wretches' as wee are, 
him, and receiue him. | 

Let vs now *conclude this good ſubieR, 
which is ſoe fitt to be felt and put in execution. 


aready done vs one fauour, that now he will 


| doe ys another, foraſmuch a5 his bleſſing 


O 


doe yet conuerſe with | 


\ 
\ 


warmes ours with thy preſence, & the ſparkes | 
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Jefle we valew them , and thanke him, and 


| 


Ky 


Iv 


M—_— ——_— —_ PO YT? no... 1 


— 


hn. a 


—_ 


' 
| 
on 


2 x <= == - ” _——_— 
ll. tt... Att. A... Ae. — £ 
—_—— D 
Mg 


—— 


—_—_— 


Tm 


—_——_——— 


Luc. 7. 


| 
| 


_ 
— 


| ſerue him for them, will not be of profitt to vs, 


| man, by hoyy much the better hee 1s, by ſoe much bees 
| the worſe. Let vs conſider well how wee liuc, 


carry this thought in our harts, I haze receined 


| our Lerd. Athi table I ft; and te morrow I shall 
| be with him againe. By this meanes, wee ſhall be 
able toayaydallill, and wee ſhall take hart,to- 


\ wards the praQtiſe of all good, For that which 
is done from the Alrar , our lord is wont to 
rewarde, at the Altar. PR 

To conclude, I ſay you muſt remember how 
our lord complained of Simon the Phariſee, for 
that, entring into his houſe, hee gaue him noe 
| water for his feete, nor any kiſle to his cheeke, 

To the end we may know that he deſires, that 

inthe howſe where heenters, we ſhould giue 

him teares, layd at his feete for our ſinnes; and 
 loue which makes vs ſalute him with the kiſle 
of peace. I beſeech our lord to beſtow this 
peace on you, both with your ſelfe, and with 
' your neighbours; and ſoe as that it may ſpring 
from perfect loue ; which I deſire may torment 
you heere, for the offences , which your ſelfe 
and others committ againſt our Lord, Andin 
heauenl deſire,that he ſhould make you enioye 
it; eſtecming the good of God for your owne, 


Geena. 


and more then your owne, becauſe you loue 
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Or rather as S. Beynard ſaith , The vnzratefull | 


 chroughout the whole day ; leaſt els our lord. 
| puniſh ys, in that tyme when we areat the Al- 
tar. And throughout the whole day , let vs | 


him more then your ſelfe. For his loue, I begg 


—_— 


_ 


L _——_——— 


want your helpe ; and if there be any thing 
oood in it , giue the thankes for that , to our |, 


B 
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of you, that ifinthis letter, there be either litle, 
or much, which needes amendement,it may not 


Lord, and remember mee when you ſhall be 
the Aligr., * | 


| | 


Aletter of the Authour to ſome deare freindes of hu, 
who were afflifted by a perſecution , which was 
rayſed azainſt them , be animates them much , to a 
log of the Crolle , and the imitation of Chriſt 
our Lord , whereof hee ſpeakes with great ten- 
dernes, 


# 


| 


Leſſed be God the Father, "f our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 
the father of mercyer, and the God of ail conſyla- 
tion, Whoe comfortes vs 11 all our tribulation, in ſuch 
ſort F a: that wee alſoe, are enabled to comfort them 


fortes vs , For as the tribulatuons of Chriſt abuundein 


aboundant. 

Theſe are the wordes of the Apoſtle Saint 
Payle. Three tymes he was ſcourge with rod- 
des; five tymes with whipps ; and once he was 
(ſtoned, in ſuch ſort as that he was left for dead; 
and perſecuted by all the generations of man 
kinde; and tormented withall ſorts of afflic- 


who are in any Cine of affliction. And thu we doe, | 
| vertue of that conſolation , wherewith God com- 


vs , ſo through Chriſt , ſee our conſolation is alſoe 
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tions, and troubles; and this not in any ſmall | 


| 


had 
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re, wee are ener, enen drawne to death, for the lone of 


Ieſus Chriſt, that ſoe bis life , may be made manifeſt 


in vs, And inall theſe tribulations, he doeth not 
onely not murmure, nor complaine of God, ag 
weakeperſons are wont to doe, nor doeth he 
afflit himſelfe otherwiſe, as is vied by them, 
whoe loue their honour and their eaſe ; nor 
doeth heimportune God to remoue them from 
him, like ſuch as know not the yalew thereof, 


| and therefore delire not ſuch company,as that; 
nor doeth heeſteeme them as {ome ſleight, and | 
little fauours , as they doe whoe loue not to | 
ſuffer much ; but leauing all ignorance, and | 


weakenes farre behinde him, he prayſes our 
lord in them, and giues thankes for them, as 
for an extraordinary bleſſing , Eſteeming him- 
ſelfe happy, to ſuffer ſomewhat for the honour 
of him, whoe ſuffered ſoc great diſhonours; 
that ſoc he might draw vs out of that true di{- 
honour wherein wee were, being ſlaues to the 
baſenes of finne; and he beautified, and honou- 
red ys, with hs ſpiritt, and with the adoption of the 
ſonnes of God, and he gaue vs an earneſt , and a 


pledge that we ſhould enioyethe kingdome of. 


heauen by him, '. 
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number of tymes, but as himſelfe ſaith elſwhe- | 


O my brethren , whoe are ſoe very much. 
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God, and how high nonour 15 reſerued to vs, | 
for that abaſement, wherein now we are, and 
how {weerte, delightfull:and deare armes, our 


'Lord extends towards vs , to receiue ſuch as 


_— WW 


by thoſe very woundes doe incomparably out- 


| the afflictions of this life can give, Andif we 
haue any true vnder{tanding, we {hall conceiue 
| a yehement deſire of theſe imbracements. 

| For whoe will not defire that , which 1s 
wholly amiable, and defireable, but onely ſuch 
|aone, as Knowes not what true happines 1s. 
{But know you forcertaine, that if thoſe feſti- 
uities of heauen pleaſe you , and if you defire 
4 to {ce, and enioye the ſame, there is noe way to 
k more ſecure, then that of ſuffering. This is 
\þ that path, whereby Chriſt our Lord, and allthis 
|{eruants are gone before. vs ; and which he calls 
breght, and ſaith, thas it leades men to life, And he 
left vs this inſtruction, to the end that if wee 
ihould haue a minde to be where he is, wee 
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are wounded inthe warre for his ſake, where- | 


ſtrip, & euen make ſweete all chat gall, which | 


—— 


might walke by that way,where he went. For 
t is againſt all reaſon, thatthe ſonneof God, 
| bauing gone by the way of diſhonour; theſon- 
| nes of men, ſhould goe by the way of honour, 
| face the Diſciple is not greater then his Maifler , 81 
| the ſlaue , then his Lord, And God forbidd, that 
our ſoule ſhould repoſe, andreſt, in any other 
thing, or ſhould defire any other life , in this 
| world, but onely to ſuffer, vnder the Croſſe of 
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Chriſt our lord. Though yet, I know not, if I 


| — 


 SPIRITVALL 


is ſuffered ynder that Crojje; For tro my ſterning, 
it is as thedelightof aſoft bed, full of roſes, 


diddeſt cure mee, thou diddeſt deliuer mee;thou 


| baſe and cruell wretches. 


haue ſaid well, in calling that affliction which 


© thou leſus of Nazareth ( by which word 
it is ſignified that thou art all full of flowers); 


wakes in vs, thoſe inſatiable defites, of eterni- 
ty ; and makes ys forgett theafflictions ; which 
we ſufter heere,whileſt we con(ider for whome 
they are endured, and with what reward they 


thee at all, and yet doeth not loue thee crud- 
fied *in that Croſſe, thou diddeſt ſeeke mee;thou 


diddeſt free mee, thou diddeſt loue mee, giuing 
thy life and bloud for mee , by the hands of 
| Gn 

And therefore in 
'the Croſſe , will I ſeeke thee, and ypon that 


mee; and thou delivereſt mee from my ſelfe, 
who am the creature which contradicts thy 
lone, wherein myne owne ſaluation doth con- 
fiſt. But now (being free from the loue of my 
felf, which is thine enemy ) I anſweare thee, 
rhough not with equallity , yet with a kinde of 
poore reſemblance , of that exceſſtue lone, 
which thou carryed(t to mee ypon thy Croſſe; I 
louing thee, and ſuffering for thee, as thou by 
louing mee, dyedit of loue for mee. 


face, and what ſorrow ſeizes ypon my hart, 


| whoe haning beene ſoe much beloued by theey| 


———— 


how ſweete is that odour of thee, which a-| 


{hall be paid. And whoe is hee that can loue 


I finde thee; and finding thee , thou helpelt | 


Bur woe is mee, and what ſhame covers my 
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hich thy ſoe great torments doe well declare ) 
tyetloue thee foe little, as may be ſecne by the 


that all men deſerue not foe great happines, 

25 to bemarked out for thine, with the marke 

of the Croſſe , but yet, confider what a ſadd 

thing itis, for mee to defixe, and nor to obtaine; 
toaske and not to receive > How much mo= 
re, when I begg notdelight, andeaſe; but afflic- 
tion, and paine, for loue of thee. 


both thy Herald , and the Auntient, whoeamto 
carry the flying colours , of thy ghoſpell , why 
thou doeſt not apparell mee, from head to 
foote, with thine owne livery, O how Hl! 
doth the name of being thy ſeruant belong to 
mee, whoe finde my ſelfe naked , of that 
rarment , wherewith thou diddeſt foe cor- 


leſw , ( euen by that ſweete Croſſe of thine) 
[was there peraducnture , any one day , when 
thou diddeſt put off , that robe of ſuffe- 
|rance , to cloath thy ſelfe with repcſe and 
eaſe > Or was there any one day , wherein 


foe wrought into the very TooOtes of thy 
hart, as to mgke thee ſay , My ſoule is heany, 


little which I endure for thee. I cafily confelle, 


Tell mee, ſince thou will have mee to be 


thou diddeſt put off that rough coate, which 


euen to the death 2 O noe, thou wert farr from 
reſting , becauſe thou wert farre from lea- 
uing to love, and this love made thee alwayes 


| ſuffer. | 


tally, and ſoe continually , and ſoeaboun- | 
© [cantly goe apparelled 2 Tell vs , O beloved | 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.n, | 


| And when they ſtript thee of thy cloathty| 
| they cutt out . vpon the Croſſe ; ( as if it had bee: , 
| gevponſome table ) another garment for theg| 


adi - 


4 


| pretious crymſon bloud. Tbe head Crowned| 
| with thornes, the face, loaden with buffetrs, 


]the bands peirced with two nayles , and the 
| feete with one;a bitter one-tothee, but deare 


| over, with ſoe many ſtripes, as that it was noe 
| caſye thing , to nunber them, - 

| ſelfe , and not thee, ſhall doe thee an extreame 
| wrong. Hee whoeſceing theezin-fuch a plight, 
| {hall flye from thar, which may make him like 
| to thee, and hee whoe hath but little, deſire to| 


| fect loue. For hee whoe ſoe knowes thee, doth 


-yery head to thy feete; and there was noe patt| 


IX: Ld. i. Am. Ale — 
% vm - » _ 


and that ſo long one , asto reach from thy| 


of thee , which was not dyed, with thy moſt 


to' vs ; and allthereſt of thy body, embrodered 


Hee whoe bebolding thee, ſhall loue him- 


ſuffer for thee, doth not know thee with per- 


| 


| euen dye for loue of 'thee, when he conſiders | 
that thou dyedſt for him ;and:-he more deſtes| 


dithonour for thy ſake, then hee eſteemes ho-] 
nour, & then all that, which the whole world, | 


euecr it be in this world , which floriſhes moſt; 


| | ( which 1s both a deceiuer and doth deceiue}| 
_ fan give, Away with it , away, letitall hould 
his peace, in compariſon of thy Croſſe, whatſo-' 


| and yet is ſoc ſoone withered, Andlet worldly | 
people, be euen confounded with ſhame, ſince 
| thou, ſoe muchto thy coſt, hait fought & ouer- 


' come, by thy Croſſe, Yea and lett them cuen 
| rn alſoe 


- * 


p.:"0 - = 
. - 
ry _ — 


: | RTE ET IRE more regen 
| E PES:1-088; 


| 


- mn ——— 


Ep. 21, 


__— 7 


aloe be ahawe?; whore held for ſernatits of 
thine, and yet reioyce not in that;, whichis 
contrary to the world ; notwithſtaading that 
thou wert ſoe reproached ; and' abandoned, 
and contradicted by this blitide world, \ which 
[neither doth nor yet can fee that Truth. which 
ST hy ſelfe. | | 

" Formy part, Fam efolubd to kowld thee 
fate; though all other things be w anting to 
mee ( whichyer in true actounr can ' nerher 
deferue the' name of, all thins" nor indeteds, of | 
any thing ,, but of perfect aifery and a wieere 
nothing) Frith er then I will remaine of any other 
colour, then thou art; ; though otherwite: the 


allthoſethings, which are not the thing, which: 


andour being thine, confifts 6ur trueioy , and: 
riches, for thon alone: artallour trye o00d, 

I had forgotten my | ; ſelf my deere by ethren, 
11 that whereof I beganne to ſpeake ; and to 


Chriſt EM Lord, that you be not troubled. nor 
brought to wonder, 


God )-at theſe perſecutions] or rather 'the (ha- 
dowes thereof *which ate come vpon'vs. For- 
this hath beene nothing but a tryall, and ex#-" 


nng continually 2 'by the 


at''a firaunge ching, | 
and not familtarly knowne by theſerdants of | 


men of that leſſon. which weave beene lear-' ' 
ſpace of fine or 4 


world iv even I live, might be all mine, . For | 


thou thy ſelfe art, are rather affliction; andbur- ; | 
den, then true happines, but in thy being ours;/| 


—_——— — 


beſeech , and'admoniſh” you';'in the' name of | 
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NY 


| 


Cor. 4 


l 


for the loue of Chriſt our lord, Behould wee 
are now, at the yery gates. Let vs notbe troy. 
bled like 4) , Whoe are, not willing to 
repeat their leſſon. : { Bur comfort your ſelues, 
in our Lord, andin the ſtrength of his power, 
who loues you , and whoe will defend you, 
And though he be but one , yet he can doe 
more ,, then all:the reſt , for hee is omnipo- 
tent. "Y ou ncede not alfo& feare , that hee 
wants knowledge, how to doe it; for he can 
be ignorant of nothing. And now conlider, 
whether it- be reaſon , that any man ſhould 
be moued ,.whoe is tycd to Almightie God, 
| with.thoſe three ſoe hard knotts , of an - 
, nite power, an infinite wiſedome , and an inh- 
nite loue, 
Let not the,menaces of them who threa- 
'ten. you, breede you: any trouble. For I for 
my.part, give youto vnderſtand, that Ival- 
lew not all their threates , at the weight of 
one (ingle haire., For I am noe where, but 
in. the hand of Chriſt our Lord ; ad I 
have great. compaſſion of their. blindenes,| 
'For the ghoſpellof Chriſt our Lord', which 1 
haue preached.in that towne,, is hidden from 
their. eyes , and $, Paule affirmed , that the| 
God" of this world , which is the deuill , did 
blinde the foules of the Infidells ; to theend that the 
gle of the ehoſpell , might not Shine ypon them. 
at..[ defire-much., and I cordially begg of 
"i -j>g that he:will haue mercy on them, 


A 


and that he will, |heape benedictions vpon 


©+ 83 acid > > pa 


hy, © OE : 4c. 


fn. —— 85 


j 


4 ennonnn— 


had > ee iis Aden ond. ooo 


"* ” Veperwe a_yp” ” 


—_ — 


} 


th 


—_ Fl. 


EPISTLES, Ep.2r. 179. 


—__ 


them, in liew- of the curſes which they calt 
on mee 3 and glory for thediſhonour , which 


[they doe mee, or ( to ſpeake more truely ) | 
for that which they deſire to doe mee. For |; 


as for mee, I am hixed in this, that there is noe | 
honour for. a man vypon this earth , but to be | 
diſhonoured for Chriſt our Lord, 

Doe you alſoe, my deere freinds , after 
the ſame manner ; and be Diſciples of him; 
whoe gaue 4 kiſſe of peace , to that perſon, 
and called him freind , who had ſould him, 
to his enemyes. And ypon the Croſſe he ſaid, 
Pardon them , Father , for they know not what 
they die, Conſider in all your neighbours, 
how they are the creatures of God; and that 
God defires their ſaluations; and then you will 
take heede., of wiſhing ill to that man , to 
whome God defires ſoe much good. Remem- 
ber how often you haue heard from my 
mouth , that wee muſt love our enemyes ; and 
that , with great repoſe of minde , and with- 
out ſpeaking ill of any. Paſle ouer this fit | 


of tyme; for our Lord will quickly bring on 


another, And bevery well awake, that you 
may not goebacke to reuerſe any one logt of 
that good , which you haue begunne ; for | 
this would be extreamely ill done. Burt | 
ſettle this trath in your hartes , that he| 
whome you haue followed , is the lord of 


| heaven , and earth , and of life , and death. |. 
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{| value the fauours whichGod hath done to you, | 


{ 


ſhould fay nay, his truth muſt preuaile, La- I} |fet 
bour youto follow that truth, and whileſt you ||| |w 

| are doeing ſoe, doe not onely forbeare to feare ||| |th 
mea, bur feare not deuills noe nor euen An- ||| w 
gells, if it were poſſible for them, to be againſt 
you, Be very carefull to be filent am6gſt men; }{hc 
bur be ſure that your hartes, ſpeake much in ||| eu 
prayer, to God , from whome all our good is |iſ|gi 
tocome, And his pleaſure is, that we thould ||ly 
obtaine it ; and eſpecially by meditating vpon |ſice 

{ the pajSion , of Leſus Chriſt our Lord, And if |Wiſa 
you ſafer anything , by the rongues of euill |M|{a 
men ( for, in fine, youſuffer nothingels ) take 


it in diſcharge of your {innes, and as a particu- 
lar fauour of God, whoe will make you clea- 
'ne, by the tongues of thoſe ewll men , as it 
might be with ſome brulth or rubber ; for thoſe 
rongues will be fowle thereby ( lince they vtter 
fowle things ) and your ſeife will grow cleane 
by ſuffering, arid you will be ſure of happines 
inthe other world, 

But in the meane tyme, Iwillnot, by any 
'meanes, that you eſteeme yourſelues for bet- 
ter, then them, whome thus you ſee to goe 1n 
errour, Becauſe you know not how long yout| 
ſelues may continue indoeing well, nor they 
1A docing ill. But worke yenr ſaluation 12 feare and 
#2bumility; and ſoe hope that your ſelues ſhall 
gett toheauen , as not to indge with all, that 
your neighbouris not to goc thither, And.10c 


' as that withall you touch not vpon the impet- 
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fections of your neighbours. For you know | 


what happened betweene the Phariſec , arid" Luc, 18 


the Publicane, ” which example we mult be | 
warned, \ SORRY Yo 
There is noe ſanctity aſlured, but ins the 


holy feare of God, hel” I wand haue Jou Feds. 


even grow old,as the holy Seripthre fairh; 'Soe to 
ojue vs to vnderſtand, that wee:muult not qpe- 
ly feare God , when firſt we come to his {erui- 
ce, but euen to the very end, This feare is noe 
add, or irkſome kinde of thing, but fulF of 
ſanour and: guſt ; and it takes away all leuity, 
and effaliom: of hier; and it makes : 2 man not 
venterous, to'approue his owne aRtiss' as good; 
though perhap 5 in themſelucs ! | they -be- wel | 
hoe, But he leaues the indgrient ; " Boiks of] 
himfelſe , and of all the world”, ito Almiyhiy* 
God. As S: Panle ſaid, I indve trot ny ſelfe., Vit he 
whoe tudoes mee, is our Loyd: "Phis is hee, whotile' 
you muſt feare, if you will perſeuer .in dociny' 

well; and if you will nor hane'your bujlding}: 
fall, bur ſtand ſafe , till it may tiſe and mo PG | 
the moſt high God: But now thismuſt be d6rt] 
by love, which T beſeech our lord TIefas CHE? 
to give you, Amen, Pray for mee very e6x4;ht 
ly, as already F beleiue you doe; For I hope in] 
mod , that hee will heate you, and that hewHl 
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A Letter to 4 Lady who Was growen «| 
| \ widow. Hecomforts her m the death 
| | of ber husband, andanimates her to\| |n 


myry her'a 2x6 Hon with patience. 


, Hane deferred. to write to EY out. of a 
belcefe, that my letter would be of little ||} | 
par, towards. the mitigating of char great ||þ {{ 
ſorrow, to which. they ſaid, you were growen || [i 
ſubiet, And.1 thought I ſhould take a better ||| 
coprſero be vttering my. ſelfe to our Lord who| 
is. the Lord of all comfort, and to. be recom- 
mending you tohim, then to be ſpeaking toll | 
| Iy4 Qy.,,by my letters. But yer becauſe they haue|}ſ | 
beene demaunded with ſoc great inſtance, 
winch ſerurs toallure mee | how, much they 
aredeſ wed, aud becauſe our lord hath power || 
\eyough to dog; what. he lifts by. the meanes 
;cucn of dead letters, I would not faile to doe 
a5 was, commaunded , and that'to. which 1 
was obliged, beſeeching our lord that by mea-| 
nes. thercof he will. be pleaſed to breede that 
|comfercin your hart which 1 deſire, . 
|| * Our Lordhath (oe diſpoſed, asto hane you 
try what taſt theſe aflicions haue , Which arc 
It gathered in this yale of tcares, and they not 
|__| of the gentler but ruder ſort. Ler his name 
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{{ubiection , not onely in thoſe things which | 


ſuffer great things, 
| Abraham carryed exceſſine- loue to his 
{onne Iſaack, and God was pleaſe to ery[him 


| 


jtaine , without caring 


b.__—_— 


_ YEP1 ST LE oc _ Ep. 22, 183 | 


owes to his Creatour , is all reuerence'and 


are delightfull , bur in thoſe others alſoe, 
which are moſt paincfull. Now to make 
tryall of this obedience, God is wont to teach | 
vs, in that which lyes next our harts. To the 
end that wee may vnderſtand, that for ſoe great 
a lord, we mult be content-both to doe ;- and 


inthat, A great loue it was which Iob car- 
ryed to his ſeauen ſonnes, and yet God tooke 
themall away, in oneday. And afterthis man- 
ner, is he wont to proccede with ſuch as he 
loues. For by this meanes both they are made 
capable, of teſtifying their loueto him, and by 
the ſame hee takes occafion , todoethem great ' 


———— 


g of this language, and 
that they onely imploy themſelues, vpon fee- 
ling the greife and lofle , which they ſuſ- 
o for other things. But 
if God be in vs, we muſt reſtraine our ſence, 
and make it obedient to reaſon , and to 
the will of our Lord. And though it 
trouble vs much , yet muſt we not let this | 
flelh of ours. overcome , but remembring 


be bleſſed , his indgments adored , and his | 
|will obeyed , ſince that which the creature ! 


the anguiſh of our Lord , which made him 


Cc 


'Ceneſss 


|fauours, I know well , that flesh and blood | 
|haue noe ynderſtanding 


2.20 
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ſweate dropps of blond , and ſay . Father , not 
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Fes, 


| nes grow to be diſcharged ,and. our {clues made 
 to'reflemble the ſonne of God 2 For what a| 
bould ; irreuerece. ſhould it be, that llaues woutd | 
not pale , 


| my wlll, y = thy will be done, we arc to fay tl the id 


ſame, if we meane to be knowne for bis di{. 
ciples}; ; lince he will know hone for his yaſſalls 
oneearth , nor for his companion in heauen, 

but the man who carryes the croſſe vpon his 


backe ,and whoe will follow him as the ſhee-| 


pe his ſheapheard, though it ſhould coſt him 
his life. 


Tell mee of what wee can iuſtly -com- | 


plaine i in our afllitions, fince by them our ſin- 


'bythat lawe,, by which their Lord 
did paſle, and that adopted Robe ſhould not be 
content .to endure that , which the natuyal 


| Look endured; who was more beloued by God | 
the Father , hen his firſt begotten ſonne2 and | 


whoe was more laaden with variety of paines 


then hee 2 Hee was. the man of eveife., and be who | 


knew by experience, what belonged jp afflilion. And 
if you be able ro count the. dropps.,of the ſea, 

you may alfoe' perhaps count :his. ſorrowes, 
Will it then ſecme reaſon to you, that the ſon- 
ne of God, being ſocin anguiſh, and all woun- 


ded with preife, cuen to rhedeath, wee ſhould 


paſſe all our lives, without drinking once, of 
 vinager and gall? What is become of that ſhame, 


O 


which wee ought to haue, if heere wee ſhould | 
lett him ſuffer alone, and yet pretend to raigne 


with him in heauen 
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| know , that if rhe king of Peanen did enter euto bis 


kingdome by ir:balanons ,wealſoe muſt enter. in 


by che ſame way, There is noe other way but. 


leſus Cori and hee crucified 5; & whoeſoener ſeckes 
any other, ivillnot finde it;and whoſocuer wal- 
kes by any other , will looſe himſelte, and hec 
will ſee , that though it may bea kind of vn- 


fauoury thing , to ſuffer in this life, it is worſe 
| ito ſufferin the next. O blindenes of the {onnes 
of Adam , whoe take noe care of the future, | 
ſoe that the preſent may pafle totheir conten- | 
| tement. : Not valewing .that which brings in 
|erue profits; but that which giues vs guſt. Nat 
TD looking towards reaſon, but paſlion, Andthe- 


| refore. doe; they lament when tney. ought ro 
| thinke themſelues happy, , and they reioyce 
| when they haue more -caute to: mourne, What 
[is all this preſent proſperity: ; -but a ſmoake, 
which by little and little wili-bedifperſed ,-in 
luch ſort as that wee ſbalfee nothing of it: And 
what are all the yeares of our life, but a ſhort 
leepe , out of which when wee awake, wee 
tinde our ſ{elues but to haue.beene abuſed. And 
ypon any little trouble, which arriues, we are 
drawne to forgett our former pleaſures; yea 


th wa 
and it\giues ys, a Kinde of paine to haue en- 


DHiojed them. ; :\ 


If then; wee finde {oe great in conſtancy 
In this why doe-wee not feekethat other? And 
lince wee ſee every day., that this is ſlipping 
out of our hands; why doe wee not feeke that 
which laſts indeede, and will make our felicity 
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[286-  - - SPIRITYV ALL” Ep, 41.) 
eternall? If hitherto wee haue beene inblinde-|[ljcc 
 nes,let ys now at length open our eyes, Andif Mt 
| proſperitie did once tell ys , that there was|f[|v 
ſomew hat heere, which might content ys, let \[\bi 
| | now the gall of tribulation £ applyed to our hi 
| eyes and giue vs light to ſee,that,in this world, || li 
| wee are truly-miſerable, and that we are not in |{ſ}al 
| our owne Country , butin ayery painefull ba. || al 
| niſhment; and ſoe rayſing firſt our bartes to beauen, || y: 
| let our conuerſation be alſoe there.  _ 
[ This is the endwhy our Lord hath puniſhed | n 
you, that you may make more , and more ac-|ſ|y« 
| count of him, the more you ſee your ſelfe, in ſv: 
| | want, otherwiſe doe not conceine that God G 
| takes pleaſurein your paine, but becauſe he is |< 
| mercifull he hath a tender feeling of your tea-|ſſ|ci 
| res. Onely he will put this touch of worme-iſ 
wood into your cupp, that ſoe having diſchar-|iſ|yc 
ged your hart, of all humaine comfort , you|ſ|gi 
| | may haue your leaning place vpon him alone. ||ſ\d; 
a God hath taken one comfort from you, but it]}}|t! 
is to giue you another , for {oe he is wont toll al 
doe, He hath made you a widow , bur it is||jrc 
| that he may make himſelfe your Father, ſince, Wc 
P/al. | Father of the forſaken , is his name. Many af-W/it 
67, | flictions will nor faile to offer themſcfues tollſſ|nc 
you, inthis widowhood; and in many things|ML 
you will finde the want of him, who was wont|(ſſ|te 
{ro remedy you in them, And in many of|i| © 
| your freinds , you ſhall finde little helpe , and|te 
| little fidelity and lefle gratitude ; bur in al Kt 

| theſe things , God will have you make re 


| : . 
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courſe ro him , and conferre with him, about | 
the troubles you {hall be in.,, and that, as 
with a true-Father, you caſe your hart\, with 
him. And it with that hart you call ypon 
him , and truſt your ſelfe in his hands infal- 
libly you ſhall mcete with a ſure refuge , in 
all your difficulties , and a perfe& guide :in' | 
all your wayes, And in any tymes without | 
your knowing by whoſe meanes , or. how 
it comes to paſle , you ſhall finde your buli- 
nes done , to your hand , much better then 
you could haue imagined ; and you thall then 
vnder{tand by experience, how great a freind 
God is, to. the afflicted ; and how truely he 
dwells with them , and makes himſelfe a ſoli- 
citour of their cauſes. | LE 

And if at any tyme, he doe not give } 
you that\, which you delire ; it will be to 
give you that which ſhall be fitt. For ſo 
doth this cgleſtiall phiſitian -proceede , with | 
tzem , who. goe to him for their recoyery; * 
and whoe haue a greater defire., to be: cu- 
red , then that their taſte be pleaſed. Depart 
[not you , from his hands, and. cure, though 
it:{hould put you to much paine. Deſire him 
not to doe what you will, but what he yyill. 
Let. your weapons , be your prayers, and your. 
teares, and they, not loſt teares, for that which 
[Or Lord hath taken from you , but lining 


teares, for that our Lord may be pleaſed ro par- 


don him and to ſaue YOIL -.::-; 7 - 
| [;e: For what doth that ſuperfluous paine 
os 
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ſerue which they tell mee you give your {elfe, 


| but onely, for the adding of finne , to paine, {| 
But now you know , that as wee haue no liber. 4 
ty to laugh, idely or vainely , ſoe neither haue| D 
weany to weepe ſuperfluouſly. But both in the f 
one, and inthe other, we mult be obedient to t 
the holy will of our Lord: Why doe you com. fſ|* 
plaine? why, I ſay, doe you complaine 2 Either 
you are aſinner, andthen'you are to be clen-.ſ| ? 
ſed by this affliction ; or els you are a iuſt per- I 
ſon, and then you mult bee tryed , that youſ|® 
may-be crowned. W hether it be the one or the 9 
other, you mult giue thanks to eur lord , with ſl) 
your whole hart , and refolue toloue the end l 
and reaſon of this correction, though the thing] * 
{It ſelfe be vopleaſing. This we are taught by t 
boly Scripture, which relates how Hefter k:ſſed] d 
the end of Aſſnerus rod. BY ib 
| Let not yourtyme paſle away, in glutting| ; 
your eyes with teares; but for the loue of our|ſ|* 
Lord, apply yourſelfe to fend your hart vp to| 0 
him, and to pzepareyour ſelfe for that paſlage, ! 
whereby you ſee others march before. It is © 
enough, Lady, it isenough, that you haue al-|}|[|* 
ready made ſoe large a fealt to fleſh and blood: 
Dry your eyes at laſt, and let not that tyme|W| * 
| paſſe in bewayling death, which was graunted|| © 
you forthe gayning of lite, 
Call to minde, that our Lord droue them} * 
out of the howſe . who lamented the death of i 
ayong maide;and he ſaid that she was not dead, | ; 


but that 5be ſlept, For indeede amongſt Chriſtiis|W © 
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t0 dye is butto fall alleepe , till that day come, 
when we ſhall awake againe, to take our bo- 
dyes , and fo toraigne with Chrilt our Lord, 


pl both in body, and ſoule. And conlider, that hee 
he | for whome you weepe, is not dead but ſleepes;and | 
-o | that, in a ſleepe of peace, fince he both lined 
1 || end dyed a good Chriſtian, | 
er fl Why ſhould it trouble you ſoe much, that 
our lord would draw the man whome you 


r. IM loued, our of this place, which is ſoe miſera- 
ble, and would carry him into the way of fal- 


) | 

” uation? And if he haue left ſome troubles to 
th you, take them. vp with a good will, ſoe that | 
ad| he may goe on to his repoſe, Andif his abſence | 
ng afflict you much, yet be comforted with this, | 
by, that ſhortly you thall ſee him againe; ſince our | 
ſed| | dayes in this life are ſoe very fewe, and one of 
©} vs hath ſoe little aduantage ouer the other, in | 
ng dying a little ſooner, or later, You ſhall doe | 
url] alfoe 14 ell to conceiue , that our Lord tooke | 
to |M/-dim away , becauſe hge was well prepared, and | 
Te, that he hath leſt you heere, to the end thar you | 


may well prepare your ſelfe, And inceyoulſer- | 
ved our Lord with alacrity , in the ſtate of ma- | 
timony,ſerue him now in the ſtate of widow- | 
nod, and in the trouble of that ſtate, with pa- 
tience, Thatſoe,if then you gayned thirty fold, 
you may now gaine ſixty. And ſoe you {hall 
leade a life, if not of guſt ;yer, at the leaſt of 
great profitr, towards the purging of your {1n- 
nes; towards the imitation of the Crucifixe ; 


W 2d towards a moſt certaine purchaſe of his : 


- 


| 
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cternall kingdome. | - 
But for theobteyning of all this ;y ou muſt 


reares , with viing toread deuout bookes, and 
with receiuing theceleſtiall bread of rhe moſt 
| Bleſſed Sacrament. And ſoe lifr' vpp your deiected 
| bart, and walke roundly on.For before you can 
gett to. heauen, you will hane a longe way to 
make. And if you be to enter there, this vill 


For the Jewell which you expect;is of ſoc inciti- 
 mable a yalew ( it being God himlſelte ) that 
how much ſoeuer it coſt, it can neuer be deere; 
| And ſince youare one day to poſleſſeit, you are 
Now toreioyce inthe hope thereof, And com: 
plaine not of your affJi&tions, but ſay , {ce great 
2s the good for which T hope . that 1 feele nu1 the miſery 
which I have. Let Teſus Chriſt our Lord;accom- 
| pliſh all this in you, asI delire,and begg of him; 
Amen, 


. 
; 
| 
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demaund grace of our Lord, with prayers, with 


not bethe laſt affliction, which you ihaii iaue; 
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A letter of the Authour to a virgin whee was diSÞc- 
ſg, ber ſelfe to leane the world, and 10 conſecrate 
berſelfe to God: he animates hey in that purpoſe ; 
and shewes the great bleſsings which shee would | 

' _ finds, both in life, and death , by the eſpouſalls 
which shee meant to make with Chriſt our Lord: . | 

ts 4 2 4-25 | | 
Euout ſeruant of Icſus Chriſt, The con- | - | 
L/ tentment which my ſoule tooke in vn- 
derſtanding of the new purpoſe-you were gro- 
wen to haue, of taking the king of heauen for 
your ſpouſe ( yow who might ſoe well haue 
matched yourſelfe heereon carth ) was ſo very 
great that I know not with what words to | 
[expreſſe it, And though when it was tould mee, i 
it were new. to mee , as not hauing ynder- | 
ſtood thereof before; yet neither was it wholly 
new; for already I had in a manner eyedyou | | 
out, forthatlord, who createdyou, and I had | | 
degoed of him as a particular fauour, that he | 

[would beſtow. you ypor: mee, for himſelfe. 

Bleſſed be his holy name for euer, who hath | 
now done it ſoe very completely, as I knew | 
not, ſoe much as how to wiſh.” Bur that ioy 
which your ſoule founde before in ſeeing it | 

{elf foe ditintriqued from all thebaſenes of this | 

eatth, and finding it ſelfe already to haue re- 

felued that, pledge, and pawne of loue from 
tht heanenly. king ; what was it els. , but 
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| SPERITV ALE > __ Ep. 24, | 
| a cleare figne, thatithis mutation which you| | 
{haue made, proceeded not from any incoftan=| 
cy of your humour , but from the worke of | 
God, who hath conveighed his hand into your 
| hart, 4nd therein hath produced that delire of | 
| heauen .; ; which-now you haue. And he alſo 
gaue you that great ioy ; as ateſtimony , and 
carne{t penny of thoſe many ; and oreat , and| 
pure toyes , whichtif you proue Faithfull to j 
him , he rcſolues to giue you in ncauen ; : the| 
lealt whereof; ;Is incoparably more to þe cſtee-| 
med then a husband of this world-, and chil- 
| dren; and eſtate; and whatſocuer ds the whole] 
YE OR C196; ©& if 5 you had bur. tryed , how! 
| {weete God i is, to'that thoute, which turnes her| 
backeto the world , to Slace her eyes vpon her| 
 Creatour, O if you did but know , what that 
ſweetenes is , of the celeſtiall ſpoule,, towards | 
' the comforting of thoſe ſoules; who caſt all 
tranſitory delight away , and like chaft turtles| 
refuſe to take comfort vpon eafth ; but ſend vÞ 
ſiohes for loue of their Lord, whois in heauen;| 
| & who are like the doue which returces home} 
'tothe hand of the'owner .: as cleane as {hte 
wentforth, without touching anydead body, 
{oe much as witli her feete, 

What 1 1S there ſoe flouriſhing | in 1this world; 
which is any better then adead;:and ſtinckins| 
| Carkafſſe? And for-what then doth it ſerue vs,to| 
 toyne our {clues to that whiehtwill infect vs, 
| and which may leane ys thirtie thouſand rymes; | 
Ee more aifguſted with the vitternes which fo-| 

. Towes, | 


| 
| 
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Lord many thankes , whoe hath given you 
light, whereby you know how to diſtinguiſh 
| betweene that, the pretious , and the baſe; 
| betweene eternall and temporall, betweenean 
immortall God, and a mortall man, And for 
hauing giuen you grace, to make ſoe happy an 
tection, as whereby God is accepted, and man 
deſpiſed ; and inthat for the loue of that hea- 
uenly bedd of ſtate, the care of any earthly bedd 
is throwne alide , hoy rich ſocuer it might 
haue beene, Be therefore faithfull to him, whoe 
takes you for his ſpouſe, and who will be ſure 
tobe ſo fatthfull to you, as to make you finde 
by experience, that hee is not inieſt, when he 
| calls himiſelfe the pure Sponſe of pure Virgins; for 
you ſhall finde the aſſembly of all blifle in him. 


vlually the little contentment, which is hadat 
firſt, is followed by the birternes of repetance, 
But this worke of ours gines not onely con- 
tentment at the firft, but the more you conuer- 
ſewith this Lord , the'better you ſhall know 
him, and the better you know him, the/more 
Jou will loue him, For he is not like men, who, 
when they are more frequented , let vs ealily ſee 
thatthey haue more faults; and he who was a 
good husband ypon the marriage day , within 


lowes , then with the pleaſure which it yeilded 
for the preſent, You muſt render Chriit our | 


2yeareprones ſuch, as that there is noe lining | 


Nor can it proue like the marriages which are | 
made betweene fleſh and bloud , wherein | 


” 


\th him, But in Chriſt our Lord, you ſhall ſee 
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| ſowed inyour' hart, and much more blel led,| 


| {ay,O my Lord,and when could I deſeruc "Le 


\the ſouleis eſpouſed; and for this hee dyed, that 
| he might have ſome ſoules which would loue 


4nothing which may diſguſt you , and a5 link 
in that Blefled mother of his, GA is the mother 
in lawe, toalithe ſpouſes of her {onne;O bleſ./ 


ſed houre wherein that good purpoſe waz| 


- 


will that other bee \ when you ſhall finde your 
{elfeſo vilitcd by your ſpouſe, as to make you| 


fauours of thee, that I ſhould finde this hidden 
treaſure , for the purchaſe whereof, to pay the 
price of 2 thowſand lines, were to buy i it very 


|cheape. 


O how happy and proſperous is this mar- 
riage-to be, and of how exceſlive 1 oy , both 


| tO Reanen and earth. God the Father is plea- 
| {cd to (ce, that there be foules onearth, whoe 


loue-his onely begotten ſonne ſoe well,as that 


| for his loue,, they lcanc the loues of fleſh and 


blood, not _onely thoſc , which are forbidden 
by biclawe. but euen chad of marriage which 


| are tawfall. For it is a 6 2 of greater lone, 


when for his ſake, we forbeare that which wel 
might lawtully og Theſonne is he to whome 


hinx at leaſt with ſpiritual purity; and others 
whoe might doc it not onely ſpiritually , but 
euen 5 4 the body alſoc yntoucked. The holy 
Ghoſt is moſt pure, and farre eſtraunged from 
fleſh, and when he findes a ſoule which reſo-| 
lutely deſpiſes carnall delights , there doth he 


lodge his eyes ; and fills them with ſpiritual 


= | FO. mn | 


= 


ur | 


mother of the ſpouſe , and they are very like 


j. The children of this marriage are good 
|workes, which be rightly called a man's or- 
[woman's fruite, What comfort will he feele, 
when for the loue of Chriſt our Lord, hecon- | 


|{hall pur it in execution, what 


Spouſe hath noe neede of a dowry, for the 
|children which ſhee brings,avill bring it; and 
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comforts , and will neuer permitt that the. 
fule be empty , which ſhall refuſe to feede 
ypo carnall foode, Our Blefled Lady is the |. 


ad 


2 


one another, for ſhee alſoc .is_ all amiable, | 
benigne , 2 beginner , a protectour, and an | 
aduocate of virgins , and ſhee highly reioyces 


that there is virginity ypon earth, for that is' 


pages tO giue attendance at this marriage , for 
tic Angells are ſeruants-to the King of heauen, : 
and ready for all that., which the ſpouſe ſhall 
neede, Neither yet 15 there want of children 


which the world is wont to delire ſoe much; | 


and they come without throwes of trauaile, 


land without paine in bringing vp,and without | 


thatgreite which growes , when either they 
live not well, or dye too foone, 


ceiues a good purpoſe , to giue analmes , or 
lome ſuch other thing;.and when aftcrward he 

leaſure will he 
take by the birth thereof ? Thefechildren oe 
both eaſe, and honour ro their mother. This 


jthat ſoe richly, as whereyvith the may gaine, 
jand purchaſe heauen it ſelfe, And they make 
their mother live in ſoe perfe& eaſe , that I' 


the flower which ſheplanted. There want not |, 
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SPARKIETVY ALL Ep.23 
| :1ue you my word , that when you compoſe, l 
| your ſclfe to fleepe at night, you fhall findellff | / 
our ſelfe in greater peace, andreſt, then if yay |1 
vere Myſtres of the whole earth , and what. |{ 
| ſoeuer can be deſired therein, 8 BY 
© Andtellmenow what can be thought of|Þ |: 
in this world , which may arrive or cuen ap-|if | 
proach to the le: aſt of theſe aduantages? For iff || 
there be any little paltry pleaſure JR , eucry ſl | 
hower of ſuch pleaſure carryes with ir thellifl | 
Onepops of more ten a hunvtred howers ||. 
oreife and paine. And if hcere there be apy | 
et oo paine, it will at laſt haue an iff | 
end, and either rhe ſpouſe will dye before her 
| fellow ſpouſe, or els he before her , and foe all 
| proues paine. And beitdes the death of chil- 
'dren , It is a greife to a mother to part from 
them: euen vpon other occa{1ons, in ſuch ſort, 
as that they enioy not one inother. 

But reioyce you O virgin in Chriſt our 
Lord, For your ſpouſe fhall neuer dye, And 
when you i, yeyou will be hemmcd in by your 
-children, wad are thoſe good workes that 
you hauc wrought ; and they will not put you 
to paine by your leauing them, for they got 
with you, into the other world: and they Ac-| 
company you cuen to tne yery throne of God, 
and taey will plentitully repay all the labcut 
and charge, which you hane beene at with 
them, andthe mother ſhall be made happy for 
the ous: of the children. More ouer death 


makes noe dinorce 1 in! thi: caſe, but rather puts 
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| der the yrotection of his fauour ; and hath ho-, 


| will the Angells come and ferue, and preſent 
| her before Almighty God, linging praylſes to 


| reef In fine you ſhali goe our of this world, 
lin company of your Peeres, where our Lord 


{ bath already prepared tiat celeftiall bedd of. \ 


pron 
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| the ſpouſe , and her fellow ſ>oule rogethier, , 


And he thall deliuer vs , for oY '5 the Lord of : 
life and death. And noe deuill thall preſume fo 


ſteale her away, whome God hath taken vn-. 


noured with the name of his ſpouſe, Then 


him, and powring forth bene Dc vpon her, 
and ſaying to her after this manner. Come 0 


| ſpouſe of Chriſt , receine that rrowne winch is pre | 
pared for thee bs our toxd, The virgin mother 


will not then abſent herſcife, being accompa- 


nyed with a world of other virgins, who haue | 


in this world that which” you aredocing 
now, and are farre from repenting themſclues | 


ſtate for yow, that you may eternally ve full, 
and rich, and royally prouided for, in tae houſe: 
and preſence of our Lord God , contem pla-! 
ting that infinite beauty of his, "IE Gne mo- 


| ment to_ another, one. agen "wher eof 1s ſc 
| high a reward, that by way of FCHPENes it | 
|| farre exceedes the proportion of what you | 
| ſuffer, yea and all thoſe afliftions which ai;' 


the men of the whole world did cuer ſuffer, 


in tyme paſt , or can cuer ſuffer, in tyme ol 


come, 


hn. 


1 


| 


| There ſhall you poſiclle all good, and | 


| there {hall you have obrayned all thar , for 


N ; 
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which you were created , and you ſhall bee] 
ſoe yery full of God, as t that it cannot be ex- 
pref] i nor {oe much as thought. For there 
inail you finde the whole boſome of your ſou-| 
ie, euen to regorge with ioy, like one whoe 
were ingulfed into a whole ſea of vnſpeakea- 
ble ſweetenes , whereby he were enuironed on 
all tides. Then ſhall you ſce,and exclayme,and 
enioy, and poſlclie the Lord 'of all things, and 
lay \ whome I bane loued | bane obreyned 5 ang 
 whome I have ſunght 1 have found ; and he for 
whome [ left the world is growen my pay , and my 
reward and bim will I praiſe , and lone , through 
the eternitie of all etexnityes. Amen, 


\'} 


| went eſtraunged from God, him hath he deli- 
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4 Letter Written to a deuont perſon 
| wherein ts treated of Humility and 


| Pride, and of the perfection of the 
| loue of God. 


S OD giue you Sira good Lent, and har: 
ſoeyou may exteriourly take aſhes, in the 
| Tron of his holy tyme, that the vertue of 
| holy bamility , which is fignityed thereby , may. 
ever baue areſting place in your ſoule, For to 
whome our Lords giues truc Knowledge , and 
orcite for what he was, at that tyme 'when he 


he 2. ont. 


ucred from the daungerous blinffenes of pride, 
and him doth he make capable of all thoſe ſpi- 
rituall bleſſings which it may concerne him to 
haue, The holy Scripture ſaith , The begtning of | 
all miſcheife is ide. and he whoe 1s poſſeſſed by it, 
chall be poſſeſſed by all manner of malediCtons, that 
is, of vices. For as kings are not wontto gOC a- 
lone. ſoe is Pride accompanyed with many {1n- 
nes. And ſoe alſoe on the other fide , humility 
1s neuer alone, ſince according to "Me lames. | 


| God gmes his grace to ſuch 45 are * bumble, which} 


Grace? is the Morher of all ycrtue, 


6 


| 


The proud man ſecekes after honour , and , 


atflicts himſelfe when he 1 is contemned bait the| 
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when hee1s well reated and 1s glad when he 
is deſpiſed , becauſe he fndes that Tuſtice is 
done thereby, which Iuſtice he loues, as a per- 
ſon whoe is truly luſt. The proud man 15s euer 
in want of ſomewhat, becauſe how much ſoe- 


of others, he ſtil conceiues bieſoils to be 


in aboundance, yea and in ſuperfluity , for he 
acknowledges himlelfe to be voworthy , cucn 


he eftcemes hell ir ſelfe , to be a puniſhment 


man cannot endure nor live with any body, 
noe nor euen with himſelfe, in peace, Bur the 
humble man can liue with all the world , for 
he abaſes himſcife to all, he endures all, eſte. 
ming them for his berters, in his very hart; To 
the proud man it fotabs an voſupportable 


thing to obey the will of others, whether it be 


enabled to goc in , by the ſtraite oate of doeing 
the will of others, whether it be of theCxeatour 
} or of the creatures. 

| Great are the bleſſings which comes to vs 
in theſe aſhes of bumility, and men muſt take 


lefle they meane to be without God, For S. 


—— — 


/ pbnh2; at 
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\perſon who is humble, is out of countenance 


uer he hauceither of bis owne, orby the ouift 


worthy of more; but the hiible man is alwayes 


of the very earth whereof he treades, yea, and 


which comes ſhort of his finnes, The proud 


of God or man; but the man whoe | is humble 
ſubmitts and deiaiflies himſelfe , and ſoe is 


heede, that they be not found withour it, vn-| 


| Auenſtine ſaith, How hizh art thoa O Lord, and yet | 
| 19e pumble of hartare the heuſe wherein thos chooſe 
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[v wet | And the holy Scripture faith, Ypur 


whome wW:4l 1 louke 2 or vpon Whume Shall my ſpirit 
if , bat vpon ! he perſon*who feares , and trembles at 
the voice «sf my Wordes 2? 
makesa man tiinke baſely of himielfe;i is farre : 
from being abaſe thing, nor is it a fruite which 


growes On :carth, but in heauen it is, and God. 


impartes 1t to fach as digg deepe] y in their 


Towne dunge, raking vp and ruminating vpon 


their fratte: and frailties, with great diligence: 


| for amonelt thoſe pouerties and miſeries } is this 


pretious lewell wont to bee founde, And 


|through our {linnes , we haue foe much matter | 
[to worke vpon , by way of examining , and ' 


bei ayling the fame ; that, vnleſle it beſome } 
man who will abſent. bis-eyes from looking . 
ypon himſcife, thereis none, who may not be 
ure to finde cauſe, and caule enough, not onely 
to be humbled, but cuen confounded. | 
Woe beto vs! if we be found to be of them, 
of whome God ſaith, Thos art become as the face 


of a bruwper , nor would(t thou blush, For what 


thing is there more deformed then the 1 mapt-4 
dent boldnes of ſuch a perſon, as bath ſo much 
reaſon to be full of ſhame? And who is he that 
dares once caſt vp his eyes to'God or his crea- 
tures, if he confider well, how he hath wml 
ded him. & made hinoife vnworthy of them 
who is therc-a zmoneſt ys, who failes not in he 

| perfect loue w hich h& owes to God > fince wee 
loue bim not with our whole viideritanding, 


| 
2 This bumility , which | 


|beleiving his truth with that firme conſtancy 


Es, 


— ——————— 
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| all his Cates 2 And our Lord commannding vs 


{ the decreaſe of our owne appetites and delires; 


which is fit; and enterteyning thoſe conſidera (ſſo 
tions, thoſe thoughts, andpurpoles , by meanes |Mjfec 
whereof; we might doe Bim more faithfull ſer. |{\m 
uice? who ts he who loues him with his whole ||; 
hart, not gining any parre thereof to others, yea 
or to himſelfe , but onely in God and for God: 
and who cenouncing all proper intereſt , hath 
proceeded toloue God, for God himſelfe 2 And 
he who shall conſider. how little he hath mor- 
tified his paſſions , and what a ſtiffe warre he 
makes againſt the {ingdome of the lone of God, 
will eaſily diſcerne that he loues not God with 


alſoe to loue him with all our ſtrength, we are 
yet content to doe it, with ſuch a deate of tepi- 

dity, as wee may well deſire him to pardon. For, 

the ſ{trengta which weeemploy vpon complying 
with che Joue of our (elues , and appetites being 
ſve aliue in vs, makes vs mizhtily faile in the 
dilzyence which we owe to the {eruice of God, 
ad ro the feruour of our loue of him. $, Augu- 
Kine ſaith, that the encreaſe of Charitie in vs,is 


and then will our cbarity be perfect, when there 

shall benoe ſuch deſires in vs at all. Now by the 
name of ſuch deſires, he vnderſtands that inor: 
 dinate ſelfe loue which cuery one beares to him- 
ſelfe. And becauſe amoneſt all ghem who del- 
ced of Adam, there is noe one, (excepting onely 
| Teſw Chriſt our Lotd, and his moſt ſacred Ms: 
ther ) who hath not found ia himſelfe , ſome 


exceſſe of this (elfe loue, therefore j is = enone 
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of them, who hath not fayled ſomewhat of per- | 


(purpoſe not to offend God mortally ) then am I 
lof that perfect loue of God, becauſe {tiILI com- 


lor of creatures. And from this want of diwne 


[bleſſings , as concerning perſons who are very 


{yefailein our loue to him who ſaid. That which 
[yon baue done to 4/1 y of my little ones , you bane done 


Ep 2 4. 70} 


——— 
* 
— 


econ in the loue of God, For when the loue of | 
my ſelfe is wholly aliae in mee, the loue of God | 
«.dead ; and then is a man in ſtate of Mortall ] 
fone, And when theloue of God lines and rai- | 
ones in mee ( in vertue of which loue I fully | 


in ſtate of grace, though I may faile ſomewhar, | 
ply 1n ſomewhat with the loue either of my {elfe 


loue, doth grow our faultines1n our other wor- 
kes, becaute that is the life of them, From hence 
aſoe proceedethe faultes we make in the loue 
of our neighbours, by our not haning compal- } 
fon of rheir miſeryes; nor taking toy in their 


traightly ioyned to God, and adopted 1n the 
Sacrament of Baptiſme for his children, And we | 
alfve faile in our workes towards them, becauſe 


to mee, 

Now from the defe& of theſe two Loues, of 
God, and of our neighbour (which are the roo- 
tes of our good workes ) many other imperfec- 
tions grow into thoſe very workes which we 
doe, though ſfometymes ſuch workes themfel- 
ves, are not finnes , nay being performed in the 
{tate of grace , they are meritorious of eternal | 
life; But of ſuch as theſe : if we meaneto line in 
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the way of humility and truth * wee are to giue 
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the glory to God , and to yeild him humble 


that it ſhould be meritorious , by that Grac, 
which through his mercy, he beltowed vps yz, 

— Now wee mult not, vpon this reaſon, for. 
beare to lifte out thoſe faultes with care, which 


we comitt to theſe ations of ours ; bur it is 2 


much more ſccure practiſe, to conſider yery 
| particularly, rhat which 1s faulty in vs, then 
that which may goe for a point of yertue, And 


be well aflured', that how much ſocuer you 
ſhall conſider,and fifce, yet {tiil there will much 
lye hidden fromyou, in regard whereof you 
ſhall haue reaſon enough to ſay, with deepe 
fighing to our Lord, V clenſe me from my hidden 
frunes. 

Hence comes it , that wee loue not our 
neighbours, in ſuch forte, as God would haue 
vs, or at leaſt, not ſo much as hee would haue 
vs. Hence comes it , that wee tollerate not 
their imperfections, nor fly from giuing them 
diſguſts. And in fine from hence grow all tho 


which is euer dropping as from a ſore, Our ſ1n- 


of it, is able to comprehend what our frailt! 
is. And many tymes doth that diſcouer it ſelf 
to be filthy before his iudgment, which ſcemes, 


in the ſight of ours, to be very perfect, Therc- 


J—_—  } 
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thankes, who holpe vs to embrace that which! 
was good with our free will, and ordeyned,| 


otherfaultes , which defile our ſoules like filth, 


nes are greater tizen any thought of man 3 
| able to vnderſtand , and onely he who created 
our hart and clicerely penetrates to the bottome 


| 
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| 
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fore as Tobhath ſhowed vs the waywe muſt fea- 
Ire all our workes , how good focuer they may 
ed M [ſeemeto vs, and we mult not take pleafure in 
our ſelues by reaſcn of them, nor deiight our 
vs. (ſelves therein, even in the moſt fecrer part of | 
or. ff | our hartes. For he onely is pleaſing to God, 
ich fl | who is difpleaſing to himſelfe ; he onely is Iult 
52/0 [inthe light of God whoe Knowes that grace 
ery and Iuftice proceedes fromthe mercy of God. 
en fl [There is nota thing, from which God is more | 
nd }auerted, then a hart which carryes liking to it | 
on [{elfe. For God in ſuch a one findesnoe veſlell 
ch || [empty , into which he may powre the riches of 
on |] {his mercy, and foe ſuch a hart remaines with 
epe the naturall pouerty, wherewith, and wherein 
{en \it ſhall till cotinue, becauſe it would not abaſe 
andempty it {clfe, that ſoe the waters of Grace | 
might runnc into it, andſoe it might Iiue con- | 
[rented in God, and might bring forth fruite, as 
|agarden would doe, wherein there were abun- 
dance of water, Yd 
All our good comes from God; & he whoc 
deleiues that of bimſecif he is able enento moue | 
[his rongye towards the ſaying ſoc much as 
Lord lefus . that perſon makes himſelfe God 
[lince he attributes that 'to himſeife which 
| onely belongs to God. And God giues himſelfe 
tovs ypon condition that we muſt acknow- | 
ledge this truth : That in him, & of him,comes 
allour good, and not from our ſelues. And the 
more good we haue the greater debters of his 
wee are, and ſoe much more we have, whe- 
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| reof to accuſe our ſelues, as not correſponding 
to greater fauours by greater ſeruices , and to| che 
oreater benefits by greater acknowledgment, | [hc 
| He whois taught by the diuine truth, attriby. pu 
i] tes nothing to hlanſelfe ; bur Netbtine and fin. th 
| | 1 n2ng,» For if wee retnoue all taat wi hich God : 
;  gaue vs when he created ys, and which cuery ; 
day he conſcrues in vs ; wee ſhall not finde 
| any being 12 vs 5 but onely a noting , and tnat " 
| | to nothing we thould returne , as of nothing ; 
! | We arc made. And taking alſo2 away the fa- 
Fam of God which through leſs Chrift is 
communicated vs , what ſhould become of 


| the orcateſt Saint on earth , but that which 
2R | became of Peeter , when he denyed his Lord,\ |, 
1 and of Paule w ho periecured him , that had 
1 redeemed him ; and that which cuery one 
findes by experience , that himſclfe was, be- 
forc our Lord carryed his hand ouer him , ta- 
| King from him his 01d hart, and o1ung bin a 
new one 1n place thereof, 

Luſtification is nothing elſe, but a 1e- 
ſarreRtion of the ſoule which was: dead: in 
finne , and now lives by the ſpirirt of that 
life \ Which God infufed into it , by the! 
death of his blelied fonne, And as that! 
tj [body ſhould bee both madd and fooliſh, } 
(| Sk would attribute life and motion to it, 
| | ſelfe, and not to the foule which dwells A 
(| [it , and giucs ir life ; ſoc is that foule deadly 
"vj | blinde, which eſteemes that the lite of _ 
C8 | w orkes , Which ſhe Hindes her {cite co hav, 
"8, 

| 
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that which formerly hee had oinen chem, tO 
the end, that obſcruing that chey can neither 
ſe, nor heare , nor taſte , nor in fine , doe 
that which formerly they did, it may be plaine 
to them that it was ſome the , Who impar- 
ted that life which was in them; and chat they: 
did but receiue it ; & that the ſoule is noe other 


thing without the grace of Teſws Chr:ſt, then the | 


body i 1s when the foulc departs from the ſame, 
And therefore my freind, be ſure that tou 
ſcenoe other thing in thy ſcIfe, but faultes, and: 
know that chin: haſt nothing eiſe of thine 
owne. If our Lord diſcomfors thee , conlider 
how weake and poore thou grow eſt. and with 
how little conformity thou receiueſt thar, 
which thou doeſtſoe well deſerue, If he Com- 
fort thee, conlider with how little humili ity 
tou receinelt 7 it, it being reafon that thou 
ſhouldſ{t ſemucts the mote abaſe thy-ſelte, as 
God honours thee; and that by ice much wore 


thou ſhouldit be confounded with ſhame, as | 


thouſeeſt, thatGod treates thee,as though hou 
wert good , when indeede Hom art not foe, 
Conſider ow little profitt thou makelt of the 
inſpirations, and inward ſpeeches of our Lord; 
and how often our Lord faith ſomewhat to 


tice, and how ſoone thou forgetteſt to put it 
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doth proceede from her ſelfe , and not from 
the ſpiric of that life, which was infuſed into | 
[her by Almighty God. And ſometymes God 
puniihes ſuch ſolfles as theſe , by rake ing away 


in execution ; it being reaſon , that euery 
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word of his, ſhould laſt with thee all the dayeg| 
of thy life; without any neede of repeatingit, 
How often doeth our - infuſe pretioug 
liquor into thee, and thou, hauing a hart all 
tull of holes , doeſt ſuffer that to bee pil 
which inreaſon, thou ſhouideſt Keepe a long 
tyme 2 And though it would be fitt , that 
| how much more God comforts thee, foe much 
| more thou ſhouldſt forgett and neglcct the 
comforts of this world , and foe mich more 
vnite and ſhutt vp thy ſoule, to the end that 
tifou mightel} againe and againe recctue God 
into it , it happens ſometymes , that by the 
| comfort; w hich he giues vs, wee are made more 
 21ddy, through our owne lightnes , and wee 
| ſcatter and powre out our harts more then be- 
fore, What ſhall wee ſay of our frailties , but 


—— 


finde, that wee doe nothing right, and that it 
| were much reaſon, that we ſhould rather be 
confounded, by conſidering how fanltily it 15 


the leaſt parte of our thoughts, that we had 
done any thing which were worth the loo- 
| King on. | 
It is certaine, that if a Page ſerue a king, 
and that he make him not due reuerence, they 
will puniſh him. If he anſ\weare not, or doe it 
not ſoone enough , or giue not a quicke ac- 
count of any meſlage , they will alfoc puniſh 


contented, though we doe whar they vid! vs, 
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that euery thing being well examined , wel 


performed , then that once it ſhould paſle by | 


him. Andin fine they whome we ſeruc are not] 
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| Maſſe , That the Powers tremble { Where is that 


| 


| where is the gratitude whichis due for ſoc in- 
| tumerable and ſoe vnſpeakeable benefits? 
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but withall we muſt doe it well, if we meane 
not to be reprehended and reproached. 

And tell mec now my freind , which of vs is 
he, who carryes ſuch a profound reuerence to 


our Lord as is fitt2 where is that adoration of | 
ſuch an incomptehenfible Maieſty ; and ſuch a 


profound internall kind of trembling, as they 
haue in heauen, of whome it is ſaidin the holy 


confuſion and ſhame zwhich we ſhould hane, 
to appeare before that infinite wiſedome, 
which welldoth ſce what Kind of things we 
are, & which diſcouers ys to the very bottome?. 
where is that ſoe exa&t obedience, as that we 
ſhould not neede to haue the ſame thing com- 
maunded twice? where is thatdiſcretis, where- 
with we ought to ſerue ſuch a thing as God? 


; 


And laſtly where is that ſeruice both of body 
and ſovle, which is deſerued by ſoc high alord, 
and foe great a God? 


Certainely hee who hath eyes toſee , w ll 


never diſcouer in himſelfe any thing els , but | 


2 profoundity of miſeries and faultes. And 
when in the euening hee rakes account of 
nimſelfe ; what Kind of man he hath beene all 
thatday, he findes nothing , buterrours which 
ie hath committed, in thinking, ſpeaking, and 
doeing , and he findes diuers good workes | 
which hee hath failed to doe, by not having | 
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loued and being thankfull to God, and by nor 
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| hauing loved and hot hauing ſupported the] 
weakenes of his neighbour as he ought to haye} 


done , beſides innumerable orher things, 
which he ſhould haue performed , and hath 
omitted, And if with the fauour of our Loyd, 
he haue done any thing which was good , he 
findes that hee ſpotted it with pride, or yaine 
glory, or tepidity, or with not anſwering God 
as heywas bound to doe, or with two thouſand 
other faulres which God makes him knoy, 
and with two thouſand others which yet he is 
not able to diſccrne, but yer he beleiues that 
there they axe ; and for {oe wicked doth hee 
ckceme himſeclfe, as that the leaſt parte of his 
{finnes he holds to be that, which he diſcouers, 
For as he knowes that God is more good, then 
he is able to conceiue, {ce alſoc doth he belci- 
ue, that himſelfe is more wicked then he can 


arrive to vnderitand, And though God doe 


him fauours, yet doth he not attribute to him- 


| ſelfe any parte thereof , but onely the faultes 


which he committed , in not anſwearing , and 
profiting thereby, as he ſhould hauc done. 
And this is to walkeaccording to truth , gt 
uing that to God which is his; That is to fay, 
all manner of good, without the leaſt mixture 
of any ill. And by this conſideration being 
rooted well in the bowels of a man's bart ( asa 


of God ) a manrifes, from leaning ypon hin 
ſelfe; as from ſome broken reede; and he eue! 


| 


goes .leaning vpon him , who vphoulds all 
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truth which were deliuered by the yery mouth 
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hebehoulds God, in whoſe goodnes he confi- | 


[andof light intheſunne, then of mercy in hin; | 
| therefoxe doe they runne, and fly, becauſe God 


| hedirefts them, and they ſhall not be condem- | 


| vnderſtand thy'ſelfe right, ſince our Lord doth | 


{put thee in the way; with noe meaning, I afſu- | 


—— 


\ 


---PPISTLSES. Ep. 24. 11 
things, He behoulds himſelfe , and hee ſees | | 
nothing , but that which is to be lamented; anid | | 


des, without any feare to be forſaken. And fot 
iſmuch as God is foe faithfull, as that be neue | 
ſauces them whoe goe to him, and for that he 
hath ſoe great care of them; as that infinitely 
ſooner, there will be want of water in the Sea, | 


cirryes them, and they falle nvt , becauſe he | 
ſuſtaines them, arid they wander not, becauſe. | 


ned, becauſe our Lord o1ues his Kingdome to | 
ſuch as become like litle children. | | 


| Bee therefore ſure, my freind, that thou 


loe much expett it of thee, And of all that } 
which paſſes in thee , lay the glory aſide for 
God, and takethe ſhameand dithonour to'thy } 
ſelfe, And place thy hope, of being abletopro- 
ceede, as thou haſt begun, in that Lord who | 


rethee, to leauethcein the middeſt thereof, bur | | 
to carty thee on , to enioy the ſociety of his | 4 
ſpouſes in heauen. There doeth he intend to | 
doe thee extraordinary honour , and therefore 
procure not thou to be honoured heere, For 
| beingraken by the ſ{&t of ſuch an excellct feaſt 
a5thar, itis vtterly againſt all reaſon, that thou | 
ſhould{t olutt thy ſelfe, with the baſenes of any 
| ing, which this world affoardes. For there is | 
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nothing vpon earth, which can ſauour well in| 
his mouth, who hath taſted , though but alitle, 
of that celeſtiall foode. Turne thy backeto all 
things, which thou art ſoone to leaue, & place 
not thy hart on that, which is ſoe inſtantly to| 
paſſe away.ltis very litle, which heere thou art 
abieto endure for God, yea though thou alone 
{houldeſt endure all that , which can be endu- 
red heere. For conſidering hell, which thou haſt 
deſerued, and heauen with which he meanes] 
thou ſhalt be rewarded ( fince he hath pla- 
ced thee in the way thither ) and againe, 
 waighing that which heere he hath endured 
 forthee; it ts not to be accounted of , noe nor 
'ſomuch as to be greately confidered , which 
thou either doeſt,or mayeſt endure for him. 
Eſteeme thou God for {oe pretious a thing, 
that whatſocuer he growes to coſt thee , thou 
| maieſt {till beleeue it to bee very little ; yea 
though he colt thee thy life, yet doeſt thou buy 
| him very cheape, In the next world, thou ſhalt 
{ce, that thou wert not deceiued , in the ex- 
 chaunge which thou haſt made , but finding 
them to be treated like madd fooles, and miſc- 
rable perſons, who lodged their barts , and be- 
ſotted themſelues , ypon this preſent world, 
and forgot the promiſes which God made 
concerning the future, thou wilt giue praiſes 
to our Lord , in that thou being once decei- 
ued , he youchſafed to vndeceiue thee , and 
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ven;and thou being aflaue to vanity, hee made 
theea ſonne of his owne and when thou wert 
[lining without any hope of diuine promiſes, 
ſhe grew to place thee in that way , wherein 
thou maieſt hope, that he will helpe thee now 
tolivewell, and afrerwards'to dye well. And | 
that when this exile is ended; he will condudt } 
thee to the land of the liuing ; which is the clecre 
(fruition of theface of God. Where thou ſhall 


Godalone to know tt perfettly, as to him alo- 
neit belongs , both to be able, and to be wil- 
ling to giue it, And this will our Lord doe,not 
for thy ſake , but for his owne, becauſe hee is 
cood , and his mercy endures for ever; To. 


\whome, for all, and of all, and inall, be glory 


and praiſe, for ajleternities of eternities, 
Amen, 


enioy foe great happines , that it belongs to | 
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A Letter of the Autbour to 4 perſon , Whome he 
exhortes to bee grateſull and carefull to pre- 
ſerue the gift of the Grace of God, It ſeemes, 
be was im ſome feare , that the partie 
was returning to ſinnr, 


[ Remember you often ; and the loueT beare 
4 you, makes me neuer thinke of you without 
ſomefeare and trembling at my hart , conſide- 
ring the many digers, wherein your ſoule may 
be, for which ourLord bath done ſo much, that 
it he were ſtill in caſe to be weary , without 
doubt he would now be very weary. But he 
was weary, once for all, when he tooke our 
mortallfle{lypon him; and fromthoſe weary 
| nefles of his, doth reſult that care, which now 

| without any wearineſfle at all, hetakes of ſuch, 
as he is draying to himſelte. 

O Sir, how much reaſon haue you , to be 
gratefull for the good which you haue recei-| 
ved; and carefull, at the leaſt, to keepe it; and 
tearefull, leaſt it ſhouldſlippe ont of your hads. 
And I ſayd Careful at the leafs to keepeit ; becauſe 
| he, whocan make coniecure, that he hathre- 
ceiued the guift of Tuſtification , muſt employ 
| himſelfe, like adiligent negociatour ; that with 
fine talents he may gayne other five, Improuing 
that good, which God beganne in his ſoule, 
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and getting, euery day, a new parte in heauen; 
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[lince the gate is open, for-our getting more, and | 
v || [more in euery minute of our life. ES: 
It is moſt centaine, that if we ſhould tell a 
be || {man, that there were a very long way, in the 
ſteppes whereof there weregreat felicity to be 
obtayned, yea and that, forthe making of one 
fngle pace, they would giue himthe worth of 
[2a whole kingdome $#and that though a man 
{ſhould goe all his life time, in that way, they 
e [| | would neuerdepriue him, of his rewarde, but 
It |Þ| | tnat ſtill ic ſhould holde on, after the rate, of | 
= ||| [the firſt pace, which he had made ; I doe not 
y [| |thinke, that in the whole world there is any 
t || | one worldly man, who in this cafe , would not 
it | |be ſo great a walker, as that he would hardly 
ce ||| jbeeuer perſwaded to fitt ſtill, Now, if coue- 
r || | couſnelle of yiſible things beable to worke ſo 
creat effects; what will itbe fit, that the loue 
of that, whichis inuifible and eternall, ſhould 
, | [worke inourſoules, but a vigilant care, to be 
ſtill walking on, in the way of God, withreſo- 
e|} |lutions as lively, and more, then they were, 
-f} | which we entertayned the firſt day, whenwe 
d |} | catred into his ſeruice. | 
, Who is he, that can befo abſurdly incon- 
e| | | fiderate,as not to holde himſclfe a deepe debter 
-[] |'9 Almighty God , for the many guitts, which 
| |he hath receiued from him , in recompence 
11} |(as I may ſay) of ſo many finnes of ours , as 
| [that he will not ſerue ſo benignea Lord, with 
all diligence? who is he, that coidering when- 
ceour Lord hath drawen him , will not reſolye | 
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tobe daily further and further of from hell,and 
from the impicty of finne? He ſeemes not to 
haue bene ſorrie for his offence, who procures 
not with diligence to be farre from the like, 

He doth notſul hciently thankeour Lord for 
this guift ,, 
raer cof, 8 with ofidrie It decayes with time; 
not tiring himſelf vp, togiue new thankes, 
and to preſents new ſeruices: knowing more 
and more thereof, cuery day,as a perſon, who 


| hath recejued encr als of light: This 1s 7 great 


| ſweeteneſſe Anditis great reaſon, that we ſhould 
grow ſtrong with that new grace , which our 
Lord gaue vs,and not content ourſelues fill 
with being little ONCs. * 
I fayd, that ar leaſt we muft be careful in the 
cantinuance and conlernation of this gniftz becauſe 
according to good reaſon we ſhould be encrea- 
fers thereof Jaily more and more. .And from 
hence it growes, that when I ſee, that the light 
of your ſoule is ſert vpon by fo many windes, 
and when ] conſider your weakenefle in thi 
| midit of fo many , and fo grear,and fo ſubrile 
enemyes, I finde my felfe to be all trembling 
ouer you,as any mother would be ouer her 
ſonne ; who aduentures not to reioyce for the 
good ſhe ſees him enioy , through the feare ſhe | 
ach: that hem y chance ceo It. 
Tell me, good Sir, how is it with you? are you 
till on foote inthe preſence. of your God 2 doc 


| 
| 


| 


{ 


, 


| 
| 


you hue, in 1 the prefence of true life 2 15 God 


whohath lay de aſide the memory | 


| a fauour, that Dauid calles itthe Bened: Fhous of | 
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lodged in your hart? is therean ynion of love 
| berweene God and your ſoule 2 Or is there not 
s {{ perbaps , ſome litle dryneſle or diſagreement 
[|| growen betweene you, which your much care ' | 
r (ſlof this world , and your little care to pleaſe | | 
y [your Lord, may haue cauſed? | feare to heare 
« {ltheanſweare, which you may chance to giuc; | 
[and yet I cannot content my ſelfe to be with- 
out hearing it, If you gine me good newes, | 
my ſoule will reioyce inour Lord, and I will 
give him thankes for hauing conſerued, what 
he hath gayned. But if you tellme otherwiſe, I | 
muſt be extremely ſorry ; and yet ſtill howſoe- 
ver, I muſt needes know it. ForT willnotre- | 
[maine without greife, if you be ſubiect to any 
ſpirituall loſle, or inconuenience, I hope to ! 
haue a parte of your Crowne; and I ſubmitt 
my ſclfe to beare a parte of your payne, 

If there be any thing of this kinde , take 
1 {  beede you ſuffer not the wound to feſter ; and 
| {make no intricate knotts vpon the ſwathing- 
{bands of your finnes. Make haſte to breake 
(that quickly, which is ill cyed vp; for you can 
haue no leaue to diuide your felf from him; | 
who fixed himſelf to that Croſſe for you with 
{locruell nayles. Say alowdeto all things; De- 
parte frow me; for neither am yours, neuher ought I 
be ſo much a5 mine owne. Lett the ching be what | 
It will, let the perſon be who it will, and let the | 
| intereſt be as great as it can bez no other can | 
| have Title or juſtice to carry you away , but 
onely Ie/us Cbrift . who created you, and tooke 
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' you for his ſonne; and after you had beene a |: 
 prodigall. admitted of you againe,and honoured 
you, and gaue you a new garment, and aſweete 
 etnbracement of peace; and Kkeepes a ſtate of 


great repoſe prepared for youin heauen, if you 
will keepe his commaundements. 


| That man, namely your ſelte, belongs to 
this Lord of ours, Though euery man in this 


world , ſhould putt in his clayme for you; there! 
is none, who hath ſodearely bought youas he: | 
to whome youalſo beloug by another title. For 
what is it for God to dye for ys, but to repur- 
chaſe that, atan extreamerate, which was al-| 
ready his, by the benefict of Creation, , and to 
draw vs out of hell, and againe to admitt vs to 
His freindihipp > what is this . but to multiplic 
diuerſc Titles ro the ſame thing? and thoſe (o 


2&PIRITYALL Ep! 


very great, that eucry one of them, hath reaſon 
enough, rocarry the whole man after it,0 tre«- 
ſon of the ſonnes of Adam what is that , which 
you doe, when ſomewhat elſe preuailes in 
your hart againſt Teſus Chriſt 2 how are you 


able to ſay Noto him, whome you are ſo bound 


to ferue, though it were with the loſſe of your! 
lines? Shall any ſmall title, which any thing 
may make towards you , be able to carry you! 


away, and ſo blinde you, as to make you fot-| 


gett ſo many and ſo great benedictions, as our 
Lord layes vp in heauen for you? Lerthe world] 
departe,euen now, from our harts ; finceit is {0 
{oone to departe from our eyes ? And when we 


ſhallſee any thing therein, which flouriſhes, let 


| 
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id | 
|| [35 bury it vnder ground , and treade ypon it 
| {therc, in the ſepulcher. For by the colderation 
|| [thereof we {hall obtaine a true relation of it; 
c and ſach 2one as will deliuer ys from it, and 
\| [free vs, from the care of all that, which heerg is 

BK (fought, with ſuch a peltilent Kind of deſire, | 
\\ | What better. werghts or meaſine can youdel1- | 
g re, that {o yOU May not be decciued , NOT be 
o I [drawen totake onething for another, then to. 
. MW | carry it inſtantly to the Paſſion and death of | 
| Ic{us Chriſt our Lord, who then condemned 
| {that, which the world eſteemed; and to carry it | 
i | [alſo to the hower of our owne death , which 
o| Ml [conducts vs all naked, ſolitary, and defeated, 
o| [and to be trod ypon by the feete of our ſeruanrs. | 
c\ WM [And you in-particular may doe well,to remem- | 
| [ber this point ; fince, beſides the feare, which | - 
nM [we all ought to haue of that paſlage, your ſelf 
{| [have another particular reaſon for it ; becauſe 
h || [you have a more particular knowledge of 
in| (death; for lately you wanted not, as a man 
uf | may ſay, a fingar's breadth of paſſing through 
ad 1 to eternity, | 
ur | Take heede, take heede, that you be not de-,/| 
ng ceaued by thoſe falſe apparances, and by thoſe | 
ou! (Painted magkes;for they are no better then maſ- 
I- kes,w nich enugagle & deceaueour ſoules, And 
ur ifyou like theſe ſhadowes ſo well, raiſe vp your 
rd} hart to heauen , where the Truthes of theſe 
ſo | bings are ; whereof heere there is but ſome 
we litle reſemblance. And fo you will neither | 
ler| | £Onceiue any enwe againlt him, whome you | 
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finde to proſper in warldly things; neither yet 


will you haue any great appetite , to poſleſſe|l 
that, which in fine, you muſt be forced to [de 
leaue, Do not entangle your ſelfe with this ei 
earth, fince God , hath giuen you fome good [| 
hopes , and pledges , that he meanes to carry ſ[| 
you to heauen. And thoſe are, his moſt ſacred||ſ|1, 
death, the knowledge,and loue of the Crucifix, Wt! 
the receauing of the holy Sacraments , whereby {ir 
1n the holy Church there is given apardon of|ſ|tt 
our ſinnes; and the adoption of the Sonnes of God, Ml 
and conſequently of heyres. Let him ſeeke for||h 
ſhadowes, who hath no hope to lay holde, on|ſſſib 
things of ſubſtance, Let him reſpect a ſhort ſl! 
tymec, who hath had no taſte of fpirituall bene-||ſſtt 
dictions , which laſt for ener ; And let himiiC 
triumph, likea ſotr, in the proſperities of this|M|A 


world , who hath not felt in his hart, how de- 


lightfullathing it is, to ſhed teares for hauing 


offended God ; and how happy a man is, inre- 
lying vpon Chriſt our Lord, and inliuing to 
him. And ſince our Lord, hath called ys to his 
mercy , and hath giuen ys the knowledge of 
his Sonne Chriſt Ieſus, let vs nor live according 
to the flesb; nor allowe of any counſel! againſt 
this counſell, That ina thing ſo manifeſt, as it 
is, that we ought toſecke , and eſteeme the 

contentment of Chriſt our Lord , deſpiſing the 

world, andallthat is therein, there is no neede 
of taking any man's opinion; and we muſtnot | 
be moued by any vanities of the world , how | 
many,and how vſuall, and how well receaued 
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light thereof as S, Tohn ſaith ;but he who will. 
doe the will of our Lord , {hall remaine for 


Fl eucr. Who relyes ypon that which is vnſtable, | 


ſhall fall downe togeather with it; and he, who. 


(doll; but he; who loues Chriſt, our Lord (and 


[that man loues him who hates the world) he 
indeede is wife, and worthy , aad ſhall be exal- | 
ted to fitt in that Kingdome , with the ſame | 


leſus Chriſt our Lord, as he ſittes at the right 
bethe leaſt there, then to be the greateſt heere: 
|todoe ſo, in thateternall kingdome. I beſeech 


Chriſt our Lord , to beſtowe it on you, 
Amen. 


feuer they may be, The world paſſes with the de- | 


will adore an Idoll, ſhall growe like that very | 


hand of his Father, It is much more worth, to 


| 


If therefore it delight vs to raigne let ysdefire| 
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A Letter of the Author to a dewoted religions Friend 


himſelf, and who puttes his confidece in God, 


ted in ſtreeres , and publiqueplaces, then if be 


— 
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_ of bus, who animates him to ſeeke God byobedien- 
ce, er humility, and be teacketh , that recol!cQign 
of. mide, muſt not be tyed to any certatneplace, 


7 Hane received your letter, and that which 
I amrto an{weare is this, You mult know, 
thatthere is not any one in this life, who can 
think to liue without troubles; & that to com- 
plaine of them, isto complaine of being a man, 


ſeemeto you,thatwhen you were {ſrt vp, you 
carried your ſoule more recollected; you areto 
colider on the other ſtde, that Vbedizce in doeing 
thoſe things, which difplcaſe ones ſelf, and the 


humility of performing mcane offices, is noe| 


{mall fruite to the ſoule., And belciue you this 
truth, that the man, who is carefull to recollect 


doth many tymes finde himſelf more recollec- 


Wwerein his Cell, And they who tye their deuo- 
tionto any particular kind'of place,doc inſtat 
ly looſe ir, when they leauethe place, yea and 


| 
| 


many times in that yery place, it failes them.| 
ard they are rcſoluedto| 


And this orowes inreg 
haue it there, and ſtrive not to finde it inallpl| 

. #:, | 
ces, andin all thoſe workes, to which they at-| 


tend by theyr Obedience ; vpon this Gbeduendt, 


| you muit greatly procure ro ground your ſell 
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ſince we were borne to' beare them, And if it! 
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without chooſing this,or that, Since Obegtence , 
fisathing ſoc acceprableto God, that it exceedes | 
all that, which a man may doe ynder the con- | 
lu& of his owne will, how good ſoeuer it may 


P 


feme, Farher Lews of Granada will paſſe thort- 
fly by you; and I would haue you doe that with 
oreat confidence , which he ſhall aduiſe yotl, 
The Holy Ghoſt be eucr with you, 

I am ſuch an enemy of theſe changines of 
place, & 1 hould the very delires thereof {oe fitt 
o be ſuſpected; as that I am made flow in gi- 
uing anſweare to what you write concerning 


tiny 


"> MM them; till by your prayers we may get more 
p lght to guide ys. For otherwiſe , we {hall gbe 
+ Ti; bad as blindefould ; and perhaps you may 
3 fall ypon worſe encounters , then they are, 


© | which you wouldauoy d.I beſccch you {ollicite 
W.the matter with our Lord; & when I ſhall haue | 
ſatisfied mine owne hart, I will Impatt it vnto |: 
6/92 In the meane tyme I recommend to you |- 
1 much, thatyou keepeyour ſoule in peace. For 
"IM 'thappens to ſome, thar they both looſe theyre 
ff 7c, and the good opportunity , which God 
gues them, by thinkin g much y PON that other, 
.. -vbich they deſire to obtaine ; & ſoethey orowe 
f tolooſc, both the one, and the other, | 
wy Make you acc6pr, that there is but one day of | 
| yo! Yor | 
lite left, for you ; and that thar day is the mor- | 
ming, when you awake. And ſpend you that, 
Wit it were your laſt , with all the care that 
pollibly you ci, And when the deſire of doeing 


Wy other thing Occurres, make this anſweare; | 


WG © 4b oc | = oe 


VET 


— ——— 
way —_— —— ——___—— —— __—— —_—_—_— 


— 


&.. et 


—— 


Gen. ad _— 


RIP OLE "” 


| 224 SPIRITVALL \ Ep.26: 
Doe net thinke of to morrow ; and exerciſe your 
ſelf, in. breaking your will,. Fox when 4 
man flyes from the opportunity ; which he 
{ hath to breake it; it is like flying out of the 
feilde; And becauſe ſuch a one flyes like af 
coward, and carryes his weakenes in his com-i 
pany ; therefore when the occation preſentsit 
{elf afterward , he findes , that he is as farre| 
from ſtrength, as before; the reaſon heereof 
is ; becauſe he changed his place, but not his 
tninde: giue you a good accompt of that houſe, 
and of the opportunity , which there youll 
haue; andſoe you ſhall gett atongue, where-\ſh, 
wath you may aske a better , at the hands off 
our Lord ; For otherwiſe they may ſay vntolf 
you, that he who condudts ill that which helW.. 


—————_——_ 


hath already in his care,to what end ſhould one|* 
| truſt a greater matter, in his hands? 
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4 Lerrer of the Author 70-4 arnout 
nll Lady , animating her to fight 


p againſt the Dewill , and to | 
of lll ' refft his temptations. 
1s ; | 

le, | 


{7 Beſcech our Lord; that you may find your | 
'Y [rar as [ deſire; for it was not ſaid in vayne, 
| c | that lone 3s full of a carefull kind of feare. Butin 
"I fine, I have confidence, that our Lord ( as he 
" faith to'vs by .the Prophet Teremy ,) will re- 
[2ard that Joue wherwith he eſpouſed himſelf 
[inthoſe beginnings of his, and will remember 
Wow the people followed him , without any 
| high way in the Deſart, which was full of af- 
fiction to them, and carryed a Kind of reſem- 


[ſuch as ſerue him with loue; and in the tyme 
[of our weakenefles , and when our ſtrength is 
[en ypon the point to faile , then doth he 
| ooke backe , vpon the time when formerly 
[Wee had beene in vigour, and'tothat amorous 
[tention , which wee had in formet time , re- 


-[M bis mercy, Continue therefore with a harte 
full of courage; and, as S, Paule ſaith ; dee not 
ſe your confidence; for there belongs a great reward 


CE. 


lblance of death, God is very thankefull , to. 


I [eiving our miſery , with the aboundance of | 


| 


b b4 ® ® | 4 p | 
"i And thisis that, which the Dcuill would | 
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| doe than kill mee; that ſoe it may not be ſayd, that 


ad_— 


 Bictions,, which he hath brought vpon you. Be 


hand he wouldeſteeme it , more dishonour, to 


faine,cither take away from ys, or weakening, 
{o to pull vs downe, who pull him downe, and 
much more, you, being a woeman ; by whoſe 


be ouercome, As Abimelech ſayd to his ſecond, 


a woeman killed mee; for a woeman hadcalt all 
peece of earth ſtifly downe vpon him fromthe 
fortreſſe. Thus muſt you doe, when the Deuill 
Shall offer you combate. Caſt Chriſt our lord at 
him;and ſoe breake his head (for Chriſt our lord 
being man, is called earth } and foe theenemy 
Shalidye, And if notwithſtanding, it ſeemeto 
you, that {till he muſt bea live ; Knowe yet, that 
he remaynes in extreme trouble, and euen as 
dead, to ſee himſelf ouercome , and to bethe 
occaſion that you hall gayne crownes, whereas 
he thought that they would haue proued letters, 

To what greater miſery can an enemy be ſub- 
ie&,then to ſec, that he helpes him, to be great, 
in the cyes of God, For if you ſawe the treaſure, 
which you haue gayned, by reſiſting the Deulll 
ſoe very often; there is noe doubte, butthar it 
would ſufficiently temper the bitternes of your 
troubles to conſider the beawty and riches of 
thoſe crownes, Now ſo many pretious ſtones 
haue you gotten , wherewith to enrich your 
crowne, as you haue reſiſted , times , thoſe} 
counſailes of the Deuill ; and ſo much haue| | 
you gained of cternall reſt , as you have with 
patience, endured ſeuerall times , the {add at- 
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' | ſtones, though whileſt they are throwneat you, 

off | they hurt you a little; bur then inſtantly after, 
1 0 | they are your owne, 

|| - And ſeethat you reſiſt that vnprofitable ſad- 
a || |oclle, whichis the-beginning of many milchic- 
ie (| |fes; & confidingin our lord, and being cheere- 

1110 [full in the hope of his loue, rreadall vndet foor; 

af | andletit ſeeme little to you, as S, Bernard faith, 

-d || | My afl:&:on is hardly to bee coanted afliCGtion for one 

ay If | £4tfe bore andif it proue any longer I fele it not, 

to | throw2h the force of my loue. Tread you vpon the 

at ||} | dra20r, and ypon the [yor, and let him feare you, 

2s 0 | and not you him. And ſay you to your ſelf, Os; 

he ff | lord 1s my helper, and whome them shall I feares Our 

-as || | Lord takes Care of mee, what then Can arriue, which 

rs. | may aff: mee? Our lord gonernes mee, and I am ſafe 

1b-If | Our lord ſerues himſelf of mee , and I aspire to 

t, | | 10 other happines , how much ſoeuer 1t mqy coſt mee. 
re, And thus, the Deuill finding you fall of courage, 
11, {and well armed, shall not bee able co pull you 
tit} | downe, but rather feare, ſoc much as toaſlault 
ur |you, Our lord, who called you, conſerue you, 
of} | and make you ſuch, as I beſcech bimthat you 
nes] | may bee, Amen, 


not therfore weary , of getting {till new pretious: | 
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A Letter of the Autbour to a Cauallizr 


his freind. 


H E newes of this meſſenger , who i: 


parting , takes me by night, and without 


| paper, and full of my ordinary indifpolitions, 
beſcech our lord , who is omnipotent, totellſſ 
you that by himſelfe , which he was to have 
rould you by my penne; ſince in me thereis noe 


ability to doe it, nor haue I indeede any opor-| 


runity. The coplaintes you make againſt your 
ſelfe, ypon the opinion which you had of yourſſ 
owne prudence , are iuſt, You muſt admit} 
them, & doe them iuſtice; euer cſteeming that 
opinion for a crafty enemye, and counting vw 
cuery pace it makes, that ſoe you may ynder-lſ 


ſtand the deceites thereof. For in theſetempra-| 


tions , to know them , is to ouercome them, | 


Makethat very account with your ſelfe, which 
was made by that Monke, ih this namer ; I came 


| nof to indee any , but to be indged by all. Say thus} | 


to your ſelfe; I came not-to hane zeale of others butsf 
my ſelfe. Ged places not me in the office of 4 enide,] 
but in the duty of being guided. And who isfſoc! 


| maddly impertinent , as that hee will thinke 
to hitt right, in that, where God putres him 


not; ſince euery plantation which is nos made by 
the heauenty tarher, chall be rooted Vp. 
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| But now, if by Obedience you be commaun- 
[ded todeliuer your minde, firit begg you light 
{of ourlord, and then declare ir, but not with- 
er | out feare, and as a thing which you doe bur 
[offer , to the end that it may be examined by 
others, And you are not to shoot it out, with 
|ſach a kind of reſolution, and auRority , as if it 
{muſt needes be approued, and exccuted, becau- 


ſe forſooth you thought it fitt, Noe nor that it 


5. [ought to haue any force attall , ypon that rea- 
ell |ſon ; but onely, that things may ſoc be done, 
uy | others niay take to be moſt couenient, whe- 
FF [ther they approue or diſallow your opinion. | 
>-F |And you muſt conceiue, that by doeing thus, | 
"I [you comply with the duty of your Obedrence, 
"IN and that you haue nothing more todoe in that | 
uns bufines, | 

nat 


| They, who either be endwed with light : 
"PE from heauen, or haucelſe beene taughtto ſee, 


by the many falles, which they haue taken; 
©} doc noe lefle feare, euen ſome good defiresof 
I} particular thinges. then the executing of ſome 
ich defires, which are not cood, Yea, andin ſome 
my forte , they apprehend them more becauſe of | 
ws | the two, it is harder to vnder{tand and mailter 


of F tie deceipt, which lurkes in them. Now this 


ide, feare, takes order that they runne not inſtantly 
ſoe; /toentertaine them , bur ro keepe their ſtand; 
nke recommending that delire of theirs to our lord, 
uy and as king councell of him. This #eare is the 
e by dezinriing of wiſedome, and it is alſoe the end 


\thereof, Itis hard todeclare this pointe by let- 
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When you hall be come to know , that 
ſuch a buſines concernes the ſeruice of God, 


| [andtharitis fitt to be diſpatched, yet ſtill euen| 
| chat muſt be donein ſuch ſorte, as that his Ma« 


ieſty be not offended , for whole ſeruice the 
bulines it to be vndertaken. For if the heart be 
thereby filled , with cares and diſtractions, and 
eſpecially if they come at wrong tymes , the 
thing it ſelfe may well be juſt, but the manner 
of doeing it, wil nor. be foe, It ts agood thing, 
foraman to cary himſclfe like a perſone who 
is at the comaund of another; and not asa guide 
of the buſines, Not as if you were ſome great 
maiſter , but rather like ſome young fellow, 
who were bidden, eyther tocome, or goe when 
the care of any particular shall pur it ſelte voſea- 
ſonably ypon you; ſayto it, to this effect , On 
lord commanundes me nothing , about that mater at 
this time ; For my pait, 1 haue nothing to thivke ; all 


will gee into error , if it be done after my fancye | 


when our lord shall commaund me to doe it, 1 will die 
17, and I will both heave, and ſpeake. For this pur- 
poſc it is good to ſett out ſome determinate ti- 
me, tothinke of theſe rhinges , which require 
care; the: ſoe they may not come vpon a man, 
introupes, when he were to bein ſilence with 
God, If they bring any affliction with thew, 


which much diſquiet ; we may well concelue| 
way , wherein God walkes: | 


that that is not the 
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ter but for him who hath a ſuperiour , whome 


| he obeyes, it is caſily declared, by putting the 
caſe, and following his counſel, 


| 
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nor doe wecomply with his word, whica faith, | 
ne | | Nolte ſolrcits eſje , labor enim exercendas , foliicity- 
di tollenda: you mifl not be over caveful!, for paines 
at 'N | muſt be taken but {ollicitude is forbidden ; and for 
d, | the taking of it away , our lord willes ys to 
NY | confide in our heauenly Father. 
= || He who haththis confidence, perceiues well, | 
© [that the buſines dependes vpon God) and that 
* | his diuine wiſedome, knowes how to addreſle 
| {him, and therefore a Chriſtian man , isto be 
| | perſwaded, that it giues noe aduantage, euen ?. 
"| tothe very buſines it ſelfe , if we fall into any | | 
» [|| vnquiet kinde of anguish ; or euento ſupertlui-. | 
; ty of thinking of it, which is thus forbidden, io 
© || by holy ſcripture, Ne affiizas temetipſum in confilio 
it | tho: Doe not affli& thy ſelfe in thine owne connſell:but | 
[| fay thus to your ſelfe , It 3s God who muſt doe it, | 
"|| 424 not I, Perhaps our lord will not hane it remedied | 
[| by this meanes» And if be will, yet his will alſoe # 1 
T1} that it be done with peace , and with my ſpirunall 
game, and without myloſſe, And ſoe procure, that | 
| your heart may euer goe, in celebration of that. 
*|Y| Chriſtian Sabaoth , whereof S. Paul ſpeaketh; | 
and then we may ſay to our lord , Deſcend ihor 
intomy heart , for 1115 all free for thee: and ut hath no- 
thing which may diſtra&t me from heaving thee, and| | 
jrom ſpeaking 10 thee, You haue reaſon to defire} | 
| the helpe of prayersto this purpoſe : for it is not 
foe calily obtained, I beſcech our lord , who 
| called you to his owne ſeruice , continue you 
n his grace , and carry you afterwardes, with | 
{ him(elfe ro erernall reſt. | __ | 
— 
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A Letter of the Authour to a Virgin who lined in | 
Recollett:ion, Of the valew of a [enlezand the care. 
wherwith it is to be kept from falling. And that if 
it fall, itmu(t haue hope, andſoe riſe againe, 


| 


[ Know not with what wordes , I may be 
able to exptelle the fault which acculss nice, 
and the puniſhment which I feare. l looke | 
back ypon-the much time which hath palled | 
without writing 
recommended to me; thar ſoc by meanes of my 


care, you might vroceede and proffit, in the 


ſoruice of our heauenly king 3 » fince he was 


pleaſed to receaue you for his ; through that 


the meane time, like an ill ſeruant of Chritt 
our Lord, hauc Rye neglicentin negotiating 
this bulineſſe which heheld to beſoe truly. his; 
as that it filied him full of care,and ſoe full , as 
tro make him giue his life, for the diſpatch the. 
rcof, And not onely hauc I ſinned againſt him, 


| but + ping you alſoe, Te him I baue beene an 


il] ſeruant, and to you I haue beene an 111 Fa- 
ther, Gore I haue not preſerued the ſtock nor 
| who made mee his ſteward, to the end, har; in 
thetrue time, I might wiſely and faith fully dil- 
| wt, it, to euer y one, according to that which 


e ſhould neede, 


1 it 
| Iam much greived for my negligence 22510 


.— AW 


word, which I preached vnto you. And I in! 


ſuſtained you with the food of his word ; his, 


to you, whilſt yet you werc | 
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becomes a guilty perſon ; andI apprehend the 
puniſhment of my fault, Nor that I feare ſoe 
much, leaſt our Lord {hould punilh, or ſcour-' 
ge, or afflict me for it, with yexations,and tor- 

ments, as that, he may permitt your ſoule to 

receiue ſome diſaduantage thereby, For when a | 
man hath noe knowledge of what belongs to 
children , nor cares how he may bring them} 
ypp; it is but reaſon.both that he ſee them | 
dye, and that they may alſoe continue dead in 
his fight ; that foe the greife thereof, may bee a | 
torment to him, & may kcepe thoſe eyes open, 
which. his careieſnes had thuttS - | 


' 


OE” 


My good liſter, ( for 1 will preſume to fay, | 


that you are me , becauſe you are the Spor/e 


of my Lord)O how happy were he,who might; * 


know how it is with you; that ſog he might 
either be delighted in your good, or receiue the | 
torment of ſorrow , for your 1? how happy 
yere he , who might know , if thoſe feruent : 


|teares of yours {till continue , which waſhed ! 


your {oule in the high preſence of your Spouſe, | 
and which watered it with deuotion, that ſoe 
t might giuc fruit to the Lord thereof. And if} 


your long watches laſt , wherein you were! 
Wontto treate in ſecrecy andfolitude with him, | 


whom your ſoule loues. Reflecting vpon tho- 
leſorrowes, which he endured for loue of you; 


and, you, deſiring to endure ſomewhar like | 


that, for the loue of him. 


j 


| 


© I beſeech him of bis mercy , that you may 
not þ aue loſt that holy filence of yours, which 
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was diſcourſe with God ; your rich pouerty 
| which gaue you more full ſatisfaction, then all 
| the wealth of this world; That c6tempt of your 


of our Lord, and that holy change of your life, 
which caſt them into wonder, whoſaw you,& 
praiſed Go1inyou, Let it not pleaſe him, that 
'mine eares may euer heare, that the ſeruant of 
| Chriſt , is other then {hee vſed to bee. Let it 
neucr come to palle, that ſhee ſhould live with 


any other,thenonely Chriſt our Lord; to who- 


' me ſhee offered her ſelfe, Make noe exchange; 
whereby,you may bee ſoe deceined; as that ha- 
 uing taſted of that heauenly guift, & hauing fed 
vpon the crimes of the tabic of God;you ſhould 
| now afterward, come to taſt the bitternes of E- 
 gypt;& thoſe meate which are deuoured by me] 
cait of from him. Who when heere, they {hall 
haue ſatisfied themſelues wth the foode of ſwine, | 
{hall burne heercafter, inthe copany of deuills, 

Seruant of Ieſus Chriſt, how is it with you! 
indeed? tel me, how itis with you, I beſcech 
Icſus, you bee wel in his fight. S. Panle ſaid, 
that euen his very life, conſiſted inthe good of 
| his children ; and even, though not with that 
great fire, but with the little, which God giues 
mee, doe yet adu&ture to ſay, that my life con- 


liſtes, in that you be well, inthe ſight of God 


| 


 ſelfe, which gaue you price & valewin the fight 


any other, nor regard any other, nor thinke of 


Ican take noe pleaſure in this body, if the ſoule: 
of my daughter , be dead; nor ſhall delight have 
any place in me, til I may know,that your $p0#- 

ſe, whome I lodged in you, doth ſtill inhabite 


| 


b 
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your hart.Ifitbe any otherwiſe, it is], who have | 
nadethe fault, & I will performe the penance; 


| 


Ep y Ai 6 Pe 25 | 


but yet ſce that you bee not angry with him, | 
Doe not my good Siſter, aftlict me more then 


[aready I am afflicted, through mine owne fault, 


by the loue, which I carry to your ſoule; andif 
you bee offended with my negiigece, be appea- 
ſed by this cofeſTton which is full of ſhame and 
Kei And beleiue that through the fauour of 
our Lord, you {hail wel finde, that I wiln:end, 
And vpon this motiue, you muſt forget that I 


[hane beene an 111] Father to you; fince ypon the 


ame, God forgets that we haue been ill ſonnes 
& ill ſeruits to him, And tf yet you will require 
further ſatisfaCtis,be your owne caruer;and re- 
quire of me what you will, Onely retourne to 
theway of God, if you ſhould hauelett irt,or els 
make mee know , that you continuein it ; that 
bl may be ſure thatthinges goe wel with you; | 


, ad _ voy { 
& that I may haueſtrEgth to beare that pEnice | 
wich you shall impoſe vpon me for my negligece.Ne- 
$izence, I meanc in writing to you; but not 1inremem- 


ding you, For in this our Lord , hath not permitted 
that I Should be forgetfull. For ſoe great was the loue, 
Which I carryed towards you,vpon ſceing that youwere 
growne to be the true ſeruant of God ; and you entred 
loedeepely into my hart, when I conſidered thoſe mer- 
cyes,which our Lord had vouchſafed to you; that itne- 


[rparred more from thence, though it haue failed, to | 
lirengthen and comfort you 1n this way as it should | 


have done. 

Pardon me my good Siſter for the loue of Ieſu, 
Chriſt and beenot cruel againſt yourfelfe, but be as 
uell avainſt me,as you shall thinke fit.Be ſure toloue 
our Lord, for he deſerues not to be 1] vicd, for the 


| 
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| negligence of his ſeruant, And if you ſhouly | 
haue forgotten your duety to him you kno 
| his condition already well enough, and, tha 
he hath promiſed to receiue the foule which 
willretourne and that if you will forgiueine ite 


 mercyes, as he ſhewed before, and wil enable 
 youto fing thoſe Canticles to him, whichyoy 


| ſung in your firſt beginning,and birth, to Chriſt 


| - Doenotnow giue caule of ioy, to thoſe in- 


tt Dt a. Ao. A. i. Mes, ani. 4 
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our Lord. 


 fernal (| pirits, fincethere was atime , wherein 
' you wounded them with ſorrow. Doe not 
greiue your good Angel , ſince he hath giuen 
God much praiſe for you; and hathreieyceda| 
| your vocation. Doe not reuerſe that ſolemne 
Feſtiuity, which was celebrated in the Kingdo- 
me of heauen, vpon the day of your couer(ton, 
 Andifthrough my finnes any of theſe things 
ſhould hane happened, yet {till you muſt not be | 
diſmayed. For our Lord will ſtretch forth his 
aries , and will receiue you; ſince he ſtretched 
them out for you vpon the Croſſe, And it is vſual 
with him, to loue that perſon more , who ha- 
uing runn away out of the warr doth yet re- 
turne to fight with greater courage, then that 
other, who though he neuer forſook the feild, 
yet was neuer but lack in doeing him feruice, 
This isa kind of warr, wherein the loſleof 
the victory conliits not in the not receming any 
woundes, but in flyingoutof the battaille, & 
| | rendring himſelfe to the enemye, in the quality 
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| | wil pardon you, And he will ſhew you ſuch | 
| 

[ 
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lofaman who is ouercome, Take courage,and 


begin yet once againe, for youſhall find Chriſt 
our Lord cloſe at hand to help you, And ſeing, 
your humility,and how much you are aſhamed 
of yourſelfe, he will not put you to confuſion, 
Nor when he ſhall perceiue, thatyou are lying 


proſtrate at his feete, will he caſt you off, or | 


kick you out of his fight. Andif you call ypon 
thoſe interceſſours, of yours , who are inhea- 
ven, they willnot make themſelues deafe to 
the cryes which you ſendypfrom hence, As 


[for me becauſe I haue made the fault, whereby 
[you haue incurred the inconuenience, if there 


beany,T wil alſoe performe the pennance as 
ſaid before. AndI wil beſeech our Lord tore- 
ſtore and raiſe that vp, which my negligence 
[made fit for ruine, Let allyour thoughts beate 
ypon his hauing begunn the worke , and not 
ypon my hauing neglected it, And then he will 
put things in good order, becauſe heis the true 
louer of ſoules, and pretends nor to ſee mens 
linnes , that foe they may retract them by ſor- 


row, I beſeech him euen by what hbiraſelf is, 


that he wil Keep you in cloſe protection , ynder 


tis wings; and make you gratious in his fight, | 


and that he wil puniſh me in whatſocyver ſort 


he ſhaf thinke fit. And I beg of you by himthar 


you wil write to me, though I confeſle myſelfe 
|tobe ynworthy of your anſweare. 


| 


4 


| 
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of letter of the Authour, to a woman , who was af. 
flifted wuh grienens , and dangerous temptations, 
He encourages her to ſuffer , and shewes that the 


fraite of affiitions 1 great\, when they are wel 


B* E comforted, bee comforted , O you wy þte- 

ple, ſayth the lord your God: ſpeake to the 

hart of Ieruſalem , and call ber hither ; for her punich. 

ment 5 ended , and her finne is pardoned. Confide, 

my good lifter : for theſe words are ſpoaken to 

| you, and they commaunde you to be comtor- 

ted, through his fauour, who will defende you: 

though your owne infirmities , and thoſe infer- 

nallpowers, {triue to plucke you downe, But 

if they, be carefull ro perſecute you : more care-| 
Full is Chriſt ourlord, to ouershadow you, and 

rodefende you, and to fetch you of from this 
combart, adorned with new Crownes, which| 
are incomparably more to be eſteemed and re- 
zoycedin , then your tribulation deſerues to be 
lamented: 

W hat isthe matter 2 what is that, which ab 
flicts you 2 what is that which frights you ? your 
God is the curer of theſe wounds : be not trou-| 
bled there at. For at the inſtant that he cloſes 
them, he will shine to you as a ſunne , ſeauentt 


mes more bright, then before you were ſubicct 
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0 this aiction, your ſpirituall proſperities, will | 
incomparably excell, thoſe which arepaſt : ſince 
hatwhich you ſuffer now, doth ſo farre excee- 
din bitterneſle that which formerly you ſuffe- 
red, For theſe lowds of anguish , vie to ſerue 
but for a preface, to an aboundance of ſpiritual! 
delight as the tribulations of Tob were meflen- 
ers to him, of a doubling of his eſtate and com. 

|fort, which God beſtowed vpon him, God af- 
fited him firſt , and then he comforted kim, he 

[tryed him , and then he crowned him : he hid 
himſelf from bim a litle : but afterwards he 

[shewed himſelfe more deare , and [weeter, then 
he had ſeemed before to be offended, 

This is the ſtile , which our lord holdes 
with his ſeruants. He mortifies them ſo farre, 
that he ſeemes, as it he would place them, in 
the verie torments of hell : but then inſtantly 
zaine he drawes them out , and putts them 
Into perfect ealc : and ſo, as that the whale is 
neither able to retaine him , nor yet ſo much 
25to touch him with anie offence , whome $he | 
had ſwallowed, Our aduerſaries , tae deuills, 
ae full of pride, and they threaten , to deyou- 

jre ys : but let vs ſay to them, ir. their teeth: 
Come and ſpare not , for you Shall be ourrcome, 
Take what conncell you lift , it shall come to nc- 
thing , for God is on our fide, Let-it not ,*my 
vood lifter ,- paſſe once ſo much as in your | 
thought, to be afrayd of theſe infernall wolues: | 
For hee ., who.conquered them once vpon | 
|the Croſſe , hath conquered them in you : 
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| by violence, And this shall come to paſle; be- 


| and how ſafely he claſpes them in his hand, 


and will do ſo againe; and will deſpoylethem, | 
to their great shame, And how ſoeuerit may | 
ſeemetoyou, that the encounter is fierce, and| 
theenemie ſo ſtrong , as to frightyou ; benor 
yet diſmayde; For it is our lord \y ho fayth : Shal 
perÞaps the prize be taken oul of the hand of the ſtrong 
man ? And 5hall that, which was ſeiſed by the 
mighiie, bereſumed? Molt certainly the captiue 
Shall be caken out of the hand of the irong man;| 
and thar shall be reſcued, which he had taken 
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cauſe the hand of God, will fight for you; and 
will overshadow you , as birds with ther] 
wings {pred abroad , defende and couer thoſe 
yong ones of theirs, which they loue ſo much, 
| O that our eyes could once but ſee, that 
zcale of God, wherewith he keepes our ſoules, | 
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euen when they thinke , that they are alreadic 
Toft. Some are wont to throw downe a glal- 
fe , With ſpeede , to shew , how dexteroulj 
they can receaue a brickle thing in fafetie, 
wiuch is caſt, though neuer ſo ſpeedily , from 
on high. And if the glafſe could feele and 
knowe , it would tremble to ſee it ſelf call 
downe ſo farre and ſo faſt , and to be falling 
towards hard ſtones ., where it were likelie to 
be broken, into a hundred pieces, Bur then | 
comes to {uccour it , the other hand of him, | 
who threw it downe ; and ſo it is receaued 
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 wichour any hurt at all. And thus you who 
| ſreyour ſelf ſo drawen euen ont of yourſelf, | 
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alfaulced with ſuch sharpe.fyxes., and aftlicted: 
1 | by-o fiercepaynes,, doe tremble and feare, con-. 
ceining that: you. shall, be: broken all to pieces, 
by falling into offences againſt our Joxd;Butyou | 
muſt knoweand c onlider > that ourlord 's who | 
hath brought you into this trouble, he himſelf 
will bring you out;: and he, who hides himſelf 
awhilefromyou., that, you may ſuffer ,;is yet. | 
| yery neare you. for yourdefence, For otherwi- | 
k, you. had. bene ſwallowed: vp ten:thoutand |' 
times ouer,, by your enemies. Hethrowes you | 
|| downe, and yet he receanes and ſfaues youfrom | 
falling. He moues the tempeſt, buryer he its, 
who, keepes;y ou. from drowning, For 1n thar, | 
which-you feele , it is not-you , who doe any 
|'thing,, but you ſuffer it. He who doth it, isthe. | 
at |MW{(dewill, and he sball pay, forir. | 

God ſees your hart perfectly well, and that 
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d, you are alouer of his Commaundements,. and |; 
ie |i/0ne, who aþhorres any.thing, whichis offenſt- | 
{- || ue; to him, 1: beſeech him to keepe you , as he | 
ly |Fj/3ath done. hicherto , for as for thoſe things, | 
e, [which the deuillrepreſentes ro your minde, be 
m [ſnot troubled ata}lthereat. For though it befull 


| i wo ns 
nd |F/ot deformitie:, and afflicte.you much, yet you | 
willnothe the worſe for that, Theſe arethings, 


ng wich happen to. manie, andnot only rheſe, to 
to [Which you are ſubject, bur others alſo. which | 


en | Ke.incomparably greater, and-which ſecme in- | 
y, |&eds, to;be-a verie.copie of the true: hel]., and:|| 
ed ofthat language, which therethey holde. 
"0 [hi © Bur nog for-all- this, doth God forſake his 
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exchange thereof, he giuesthem-centhouſand 
comforrs. And, the while , a man comes to 
know, that he is weake, by hauing vnderſtood 


O 


enemies, and procures to fly from them, and 


be onely able to deliuer him, our of ſuch bitter 


difcouered the treacheries and malicious pro- 


count little of this benefict :; becauſe as our true 
life confiſtes in knowing , and louing Almigh- 
tie God ; (o alſo isit a thing of great moment, 


directions we-may haue ſome knowledge of 
the deuilles wayes; Not to the ende', that we 


ned, and knowen by few men , who yet con- 
ceaue, that they haue {ome knowledge of God, 
"Nay , therefore we are to make great account 


_ — 


A 5 TE — 

ſoules ; but eyen when all humaine counſel, | 
and power failes, then runnes he towards them: | 
with a pg hand, taKing away the cuppe of| 
vitterneſle , euen from their mouthes, and in| 


his : great miſerie through experience, He, 
knowes alſo , the ſtrength , and malice of his| 


leanes cloſer ypon: God , whome he findes to] 


pangs as thoſe. And thus , out of his former| 
| miſerics , he both ferches light , whereby he| 
may eſteeme lefle of himſelf : and repoſe erex|, 
trer.confidence in God ; and he learnes to live]: 
with greater caution, and .reſeruation, hauing|| 


ceeding of the deuill, And we are nor to aC-| 


if inthe ſtrength and vertue of good ſpirituall| 


may loue., and honour him, ( for that-belongs| 
from vs to God ) but that we may fly from him, | 
and eſcape from his ſnares ; which are diſcer-| 


of the fruit, which we gather out of thele| 
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ayne experience, in the warre , againſt this 

ubtile enemie. And theſe things , and manie 
athers, doth our mercicfull lord,-draw out of 
theſe hard encounters, whereby our aduerſarie 
|pretendes to make vs fall, And ſo we make him 
looſe, that which he hoped to gaine, and we | 
putt a ſcorne vpon him: whilſt we profitr, and: 
putifye our ſoules, by that verie meanes, which 

hevſed, forthe diſaduantage thereof. 


And forasmuch , as you haue offered your | 
ſelf to the ſeruice of Chriſt out lord : and are | 
£29 no longer your owne , F'acethe day, whe- 


[rein you were made fo happic ; doe not c6celue, 
[thatthis paſtour of your ſoule , is liable to the 
[fault of being forgettfull. For if he would for- 
[oett you , he would not call you , nor coutte 
[you, nor paſſe ſo ſweete promiſes ro you. In 
[the day of aduerſitie , let your minde looke 
[back to the day of proſperitie , which formerly 
you enioyed : thar fo your preſent condition, 
may nor drayy you downe, when it is tempered, 
with the memorie of thoſe fauours', which 
were imparted ſo you in time paſt. And be ſure 
that if \_ hriſt did nor'loue you., he would not 
hayerayſed you vp, nor giuen youthar Iewell. 
And 'fince'you, know , that you beganne to 
Walke in this way for his ſake : and that you 
laue deſired to pleaſe him : and that , accor- 
ling to your frailtie , you haue procured to do 
t; lay not ſuch a ſpott vpon your honour, as 


difficulties : becauſe rhus the ſoule growes to | 


| 


to fayle of confidence in him, from whomz, 
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| firength it rakes, and cuen fetches ſociety out 
of ſolitude, For we know, that it is the culto- 


the yery hornes of the bull, and to hide himlgl 
-| when he hath done, to try their faith. And for- 


{|| goodneſſeof our Lord; they.care not for what 


{| {elf rothecarth.; ſo will a faithfull ſoul, la 


|rhought, and ſay ; Thox, o Lord,dyedft for me., "If | 


| when you remayned.in ſeparation, he drew 
| you cloſe to, himſelf; & conyeyed aſweet , & 
mecke ſpiritt into the bowells of, your bart 
| and {ett ygu out, with his owne marke; to the 
endethart both you might be his, and that you 


4 of . . 


| might know yourſelf for ſuch. 
' And now, if the infernall woolfe., hauepre, 

ſumed to ſett ypon her , who was ſett forth by] 
the marke of leſus Chriſt and who deſired roſes 
| ue him, doe not wonder at it ; for theſe arethe 
tryalls of our Faith, and love; toſce ifwe wil 
| be diſmayed, and ſo turne back. Therejsno 
| true vertue, ynleſlc it be tryed; and thetryall 
of Farth are dangers' and. diſcountenances of 
God. But cuen then, if that faith be pure, and 
fine , not onely it is not diſmayed, bur hoy 
| much the more it is vexed, fo much the more 


me of our Lord,to placehis ſeruants, euen ypor 


aſmuch as their ſight, is onely bent yponthe 


they feele, nor from what quarter the wind 
.COMmes, but a confidence is engendred thereby, 
Lk 4. 1: fs | Þ | : 
that asthe anker of aſhipp at ſea, doth hixe it 
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faſt hplde;, vpon the Crucifix , and hixe bi 


fore | was bayne. ; and thou ſonchift, me with the ſar | 


row. of thy hart, when I ſought thee not nor defurd 
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wil thy dye ; Vul mow I'Call V0 thee and iloue thee; and | 

&Ml | therefore now forſake me nor. Tf thos diddeſ} receaur, 
tl | ind 5belter bim , who was thing enemie ; thou wilt | 
bel | never drine-bim away, who deſires to ſeruc thee; and 
ulll | home thou haſt accepted for thine owne. And in j | 

this faith , you muſt Tine, and remaine ſecure | | 

© | amongſt, all the' waues, andtempeſts, which 
by | theſea can ſhew; though it may ſceme.to you, 
cM [that the ſhipp is even {linking ; and you muſt | 
wel |1:bour , that fo your hart may notfayle : Teaſt / 
vill {etſe our Lord awake, and chide you ,. as he did | 
nolMl/ |his Apoſtles, ſaying : Why feareyou, g men f litle' Ak | 
all | faith> whereby you may fee, how much inear- |, 
0M | neſt our Lord is, When he requires vs to be full { 
nl | of courage : ſince euen, when the waues areen- } 
on | rring into thelittle ſhipp to ſwallow it vp, euen 
or | then did he. reproach them, becauſe they fea- 
ou | red. Andthis hedoth, becauſehe will not allow 
lto-M | chetn-ro be afrayde it all, who embarkethem- 
pou'lll | {clues with him, For they goe with the true 
elf | Lord of foules ; who is our Faithfull helper out | 
for- | of the orcateſt ſtraytes. pany wp ne 
hel || _ Andnow,lince you are one of them , who! | | 
na | have quitt the ſhore ,, and embarked yourſelf 
rnd | With hir , by entring ypon his ſeruice : what 
ol þ tuh tia be, which you thould feixe: Yinceyou 
xc 08 ate ywalked - and doe ſo ftill; it company of 

Wall |. ron toe IB GSM Ee 9. [Han 
ll | eſys AriſtourLord. Remernber,that S,Peter, 
O81 | hilt be hadfarch wetit treading with his feete | 
\be | Yport the waters ; but” as ſoone, as he ſaw the 
ſor | Wibde ftiffe , and the waucs bigh , he feared. 
fl ance ob Bake. 75 pre 
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'vsto vnderſtand, that with a faith, whichwa 
firme, he went ſecure: and by growing tepide, 


| be began to bedrowned, and heard this word 


from the mouth of our Lord ; O then man of litle 
faith, why didft thou doubt: And in theſame man- 


| ner doth he ſay to vs, if he ſee ys fearcfullof 


any viſible danger whatſocuer, 

And ifour Lord tooke ſuch care to deliuer 
hisdiſciple from acorporall death: much more 
will he take care, to free you from the death 
of your ſoule : and to ſecure you, that the tem- 
pelt, which is riſen againſt you,may not drow. 
ne you, Onely be you ſure, my good lifter, that 


| you be not diſmayed, and forſake not the war: 
| re:for heere the Crowne is loſt , not becaul: 
| men are tempted , but becauſe they either fe, 
| or be ouercome Offer your felte to ſufferpaine, 
and cuen fire, forhis honour, whoſuffered(o 
{much foryou, And by how muchrhe greater 
yourafflictions are, eſteeme them for ſo much| 
the more ccrtaine token, of the loue, which 
{ paſſes betweene Chriſt our Lord, and you, Þe- 


ſeech him,that he will ſtrengthen you, towards 
| ſufferance, and notthat he will take away yout 


| afflictions, For it will be a Purgatorie ro you, 


whereby you may be wholy purified , in the 


| {fight of God, and the C roſſeof your beloued | xd 
{ will Keepe you companie, This Cyaſſe 4s. that 


thing, which all the louers of our Lorddefire, 
and by meanes thereof, you will remaine like 


% ——.. 


'goulde, in the Cruſible; ſo much or the more 


reſptendetit, as you v ere more afflicted. . _ 
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__ Conſider, that cuerie louer, is to endure; 
ſomewhat, which may declare himſelf; for the | 


into the warreof Louec , do not turne Cow ard: 
but conſider, how great things , cuex weake | 


{hauing had their fleſh rorne 
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loue.of his beloued, And ſince you are-entred 


woemen haue endured for Chriſt our Lord. 
Some by fire, others by ſcourges, and others by 
From their bones; 


and they held themſelues happy in ſuffering 
for the loue of their Lord. © IEA 


Now you alſo ſuffer for him. For if you 
would forſake him, your enemies would not 
perſecute you; but you are ;paſled ouer to /Jo- 
ſue's ſide ; and therefore doe-they moue this 


| warre againſt you. And if amongſt men, there 


be want of baſe, and bloudie executioners,the 
deuills came,in their pJace;who are both more 
cruell, & arenot ſo ſoone wearie, as the other; 
and with grates of iron they torment you; and 


| moreinthe ſoule, then in the bodie ; and you 
{areto eſtoeme, that you arein martyrdome for 
| the loue of Chriſt our Lord, fince. youare mar- 


tyrized for' his fcruice. , oh 
Do not omitt your deuotions of Confeſ- 
hon, and C ommunicating, though you {ſhould 


Get without any great ſenlible appetite, and 


though the deuill ſhould ſceke ro hinder tt, as 
he is wont to doe, ſo farre as to ſtrike your 
tongue dumbe, ſo that you cannot Conteſle 
your ſinnes,as likewiſe he giuesyou to belciue, 


that you haue eaten, at ſuchatymeinthe night, 
[that ſo you may not Communicate the mor- 
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ning after. Treade that enemie of yours vnder. 
foote;with all his craft: andprayto our Lord, 

| ypon: the Croſſe; anditake that Crofle in your | 
cornpante; and arineyour ſelf therewith ; and | 
offeryour ſeltſo truly to anie '{tfte'of ſafferan- 
ce,'that if our Lord were pleafed, that it hould 
laft vpon you all your life, yoy would yet be ||| 
content therewith, And how much the deeper | 
you-ſhall caſt your ſelf into His will-,ſo-much 
the more ſpeedily, will he relieue you, Fore 
drives 'not them from him who ſirius rowards 
him, 

Aha retnembir: chat there is ovine without | 
Ste; 'and'thatyppare to enter , ito the kingdomicef| | |þ 
beaneh by many tribaldtions. Where: Forone onely 
houre that you'may [ſee Godin bis beunty : you If 
 wotild'thin bs rwothouſand yedres'of thar-ſuf- j 
ferance, to which tiow you afe ſhbiect, tobe! 
well employ ed. And ſince Godisto carrie you 
thither, as you haue reaſgp'rohopehe will ; be (| 
notcowardlie in ſuffering nor 'tepide in lowng; | 
| For he , whodyed for you, and'called you ol 
himſelf will not forſake you.” TOR bimro | 
| be your comfort, Sts. | 
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| | *HE peace of our lord Teſs: Chriſtremaynt | 


| bwe; as on the other fide , the lone of God, is the 
Fl coote of all our felicity ; and ſo, asthathewhoe 
[lones God, meers with nothing, which heat | 
{properly be ſaid ro ſuffer; (becauſe he ſeekes no- 


J{fftio any ching,butin defiring littlefor theloue | 
Il of'God, or rather noe one thing: andro content | 
WH Himſelf, with any thitg for his ke: ro whome 
- {Wee offer, andprefent, as much, as wee forbeare 


[]{ndextertour 2 but more, and much more, cuen 
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| { Fetter of the Author to a perſon , wh was 'much 
uf flited, for ſeeing thuthe'iprofited ſo tule 3n vertae | 


Her reachesthe d:fferen ce;bertweene ſelf-lone, & | 


. the loue of God; andbow-be is'to doe all things, 
for the loue of God , and nothing in conformmy 
.. WD felf-loue, 


L with you. The roote of all our miſery, 1s ſelf 


[thing but the will of God , andtherein alone 
doth he delight ) ſoe he whoe tones br1mſelf, finds | 
allthings to beeto hard, and to heauy, for him, | 
[and he is euer tormented, with thevariery, and j 
trouble of accidents, True repoſt doth nor con-| 


[todefire, for the loue of him. And if God will 
vuchſafe,to'open our eyes, that fo, with Danid 
VWeemay conſider the wonderfull things of his lawe, 
| wee hal finde, that not onely there is daunger| 
hanging over vs, through this ſelf lexe, in thoſe 


|Uhings which are playnely and groſlely viſible, 
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| in thoſe other things , wherein, many thinke: 


| and inordinateloue; fince the ſtinge thereof, thru. 


| but.in regard that by cauſing vs to deſire good| 
; . 
| things, as our ownelalt end, and for loue of out 


| wewill needes be ſaying ) inthe defire ofmuch 
_ | weeare wont to deſire other things, For if I,be 


| ucit, if God will; and how, arid when, andto 


S PIRITYALL- Ep. nf 


thattrue ſanctity doth conhiſt, And if you aske 


| mee, what thoſe things are, I ſay that they are be 


-noeother, then veriues; ihe pea ceof ſoule;the king. 
dome of heauen ; yea and cuen our lord himſelf | 
And thus you may ſee, how great our daunger 
is; ſince there 15s daunger, euen in that, which i 
| ſecurity, and how greatthe miſcheif is of proper, 


ſtes it ſelf, into ſuch holy things, Notthar it is 
| abletomake themill; ( for that it cannot doe) 


O 


ſelues, wee make our ſelues ill; ſince wee inert] 
that order , which the love of God preſcribes, 
which 1s, to loue that, whichis good , andow 
 ſelaes withall,f or the ſeruicc of God, and for his 
loue, and all this in the ſame manner, and with 
the ſame meaſure, which is beſt pleaſing to his, 
Diuine Maicſty. | 

The loue of God doth not conſiſt (what ſoener 


 yertue, noe nor euen of God himſelf, if it be iq- 
ordinately done,and with exceſle of affliction, | 


| moued for thelove of God, to deſire any thing, my| 
maine deſire, to haue that thing, muſt bee to ha-| 


| what proportion he will, and notto bee oreedy| 
| of it for my owne good, butrtothe end, that the 
will of God may bee accomplishedthough his 
pleaſure were, that my ſoule should remayne 


} 


ſ 


| 
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lioco beauen. I ſay though his pleaſure should 


contrary, | 
|. 1 remember ſome DoQours tell mee, .that 


an vnbridled appetite, which aymedat his ow- | 
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without vertue , and that” I-should neuer eater | 


be ſo, for indeede it is fit, But, at the leaſt, our 
will muſt ſoe be lodged, inthe will of God; as 
that it may bee prepared , to wiil any thing, 
which God world haue vs will , without any 
manner of exception. For if our one ſelf: lone 
bee aliue in vs, that miſcheif.is ſo,/much the 
wors,and more inward, by how much the ber- 
terthe thivg is, which weedefire, For , in theſe 
things, as ſeeming to bee very ſafe,a manis wont 
to extend his appetite as farre as he liſts. And 
whileſt wee (ay , that wee deſire the love of God, | 
wee are full of ſelf-1«sue which makes vs deſire 
him, for the lowe of our ſelues,, without any rule or 
meaſure ; whereas , it ought to bee, iult rhe | 


Lucifer was the firſt, whoe committed this {inne; 
and how the thing which he deſired, was good 
namely felic:ty, but that he deſired ir nothow, | 
nor when , nor in whome, nor for whome, it 
wasfitt that he should haue deſired it, but with 


nepriuate g90d , a$any couetous.wretch, might 
delire muct pelte , Or any ambitious man much | 
honour,Certainely, ifthe ends and rootes of our 


defiring one and the (ame thing be different, | 


{the thing it ſelf whichis marerialy deſired, falles | 


out after a ſorte not to be the ſame. Bur rather | 
(481 ſayd before.) the better the thing it ſelf 15, | 


tie 'more daungerous is the inordinatedefire | 


— 
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[ nx For there i 1s nothing worle, then for a 
; | 


| the lone of himſelf. This laſt end is that ſonerarom 
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manto defire any thing, as his ownelaft end, for 


Good of Goods, which'is God, whoe ought to bee 
| the ayme,andendof all our defi res. And now, if 


| what I aflicme ) that I ſeeme'to teach , that wer 
muſt not be feruent, in deſiri ing to GORIY more, 
and more yertuous ; bat thar wee mult as lt 


| leaucall to God, which belong to the ſoule, as 


| char which concerhes the body: my anſivere is 
| That asin theſeexteriour things, wee muſt bee 

diligent, but not aflit our ſelues with exceſſeof 
care,and anguish, but muſt putt our ſelues who- 

ly,into the hands of God, and cake with patien- 
| ce whatſoetier coines: ſoia thoſe things, which 
importetheſoule, wee muſt be ſure, ro be mo- 
 rediligent : bur yet with condition, that if not- 
| wickfianding our diligence, wee cannot haue 
allivee would, wee muſt not ſuffer our ſeluesto 


fault, then theforrher, which gaue vs ſoc much 
trowble But wee uſt conforme our ſelues 


l wholy, tothe will of God ; ro whome humi- 


lity , and patience in the tidſt of our frail- 
| ties , is more pleaſing , then a proud deuo- 


Whidk' wee conceane our {claes to haue. 


let vs render him molt humble thankes , for 
hauing ginen vs the knowledge of them. For 


— —— 


_ 
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any should ſay ( by not vnderſtanding well, 


 $rowe impatient, For that would be a worle| 


tion , and complacence \ in the ſtrength 


Andif wee cannot obtayne ar the hands of 
God, that wee may live without faults : yer 
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'[ was, perhaps any other thing, the perdition of 
that proud Phariſce, but the cotentment,w hich |Luc.18. 


> wo. 


| 


| 


| few , whoeare not diſguſted with their owne 


[theſe two wayes , be, higher : yet the later is 
ſafer, All which is diſpenſed by our God, who | 


he tooke, in his owne good workes 2 Anddid 


diſpleaſur which he conceiued againſt himſelf 
for them,defiring mercy of our Lord 2 It is not 
the caſe of euery one, to conſerue humility , in 
the middeſt of great yertues; but there be very 


faultes, And therefore, though the former of 


is of ſoucraigne wiſedome, and who guides vs 
hunſelf, And though wee be neuer ſo couctous, 


aſufhciency of comfort ; that w ee may-hopeto 
goeto heauen : whether it be, with the height, 
and perfection of vertue,as ſome goe: or by the | 
knowledgeof what we want,and docing pen- 
nance for the ſame, as. mapy. others doe, 
But,notwithſtanding all this, wee muſt not 
forbeare to imitate the beſt. wee ſee : ſince. 


þ F 4 ns: | s ; 
hnce ay account is to be demaunded of ys, | 


if wee doe it not. Wee muſt therefore deſire, 
to be better , ( ſoe. that. yer withall wee looſe 
not our inward peace, ) though wee, obtayne, 


129t all, wee deſire, For otherwiſe, I doe not | 


253 


ledge which hee had , of his ill deedes; ang the | 


by ſeuerall wayes, to the ſame end, which 1s, | 


mee thinks this oughtto ſtay our ſtomach with, | 
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 |thinke that euer therewas aman, inthe world 
(leaujng him, 'onely aſide  whome - every 
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body knowes) who defircd not tobe better, 
then he was ; but yet this did not taketheire 
S peace from them , becauſe they dehired no-: 
| thing out of any particular appetite , which | 
neuer confeſles that it hath enough; but onely 
for the loue of God, with whoes diſtribution, | [| 
and portion , they would be well content, | lan 
though he gaue them lefle; eſteeming that to 
bee true loue , which contents it ſelf with A 
what he giues ; more then to defire to haue 
much ; though ſelf-loze tell ys, that wee deſire 
it, but for the ſeruice of Almighty God. 

And for my part I beleiue , that there is 
noe pgace to be had in this world, but by pa- 
tience, Nor doeT rthinke; that it is truepatien- | 
| | ce, whenaman is content to beare, with his 
neighbours ; if withall , he be not content to 
|. beare with himſelf, Not totheend , that 'he| Wit 
| muſtfayle topunith, and to mend his faultes; | F|y, 
| but that his hart may not be deiected, and he} le 
| vnreaſonably afflicted ; and that whatſocuer| F\fr 
happen, hce may bee able to keepe himſelf | Fhi 
| content, both within , and without ; but ſoe | Ejhi 
that yet withall ( as I was faying ) he ſtill doe] lk 
his diligences, to mend himſelf, Which yet if | With 
he ſhould not wholy doe, it is better that he| Fn 
| beeſorry for it, and that inſtantly he riſe vp, | Fc 
| | with newalacrity; which vſes toencreaſe, and| Fg 
| doubleour ſtrength; then'that,whileſt he con- | Ny 
ceiues himſelf to lament his faultes, for the love 
of God, he ſhould indeed difpleaſethe ſame God, 
by ſeruing him with a ſowre kind of hart, and 
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with fallen wings,and ſuch other braunches as 
Fife to riſe from this roote, Let the Concluſion 
be that, which y, Paul deliuers, : Let Vs$ frequent 
prayer , in all things , g:uing thanks to God, and ſoe 
wee 5ball be ſure to doe well: Our Lerd Ieſws bee 
with you, and with vs all, Amen, 
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CQUIRCREN LAY RERERERERERERERY 
4 Letter to a Cauallier his fremd whe- 
rein be teacheth how the affliftions 
ll which God ſendes to his ſeruants 

are to put good men m hope 
and wicked men in feare. 


propa be giuen to Chriſt our lord for ha- 
4 ving made you a partaker of paine- and 
trouble for it is the moſt certaine title to hea- 
venwhich can be had vpon carth : {ance it doth 
enable vs to be like our lord who deſcended 
| Wfrom heauen to giue vs light thar we might loue 
| £/fim;and ſtrength by his example, and grace by 
| Wſhis merites, Ler nor the diſpenſation of the wor- 
| Wikes of God ſeeme cruelty in your light : for as 
| Withe rewarde which he giues is nor light ſoc 
| Pnceither muſt the meanes be light whereby it 1s 
to'be obtained, Nor is there any thing further 
of from being a macter of royes or ieſt then that 
Which our lord hath prepared for ſuch as loue him. 
Now to the end that this may be knowen and 
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| Theſſ. 


tghtly vnderſtoodir is fitt that they who are to 
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enioy.it may be ſoe. treated: as he: was that ſoe\{; 
theworldmay. be vabeguiled if it ſtillconceine|ſ 
 tharby liuing in ,ieſk chey ace toentoy that greax 
reward incatneſt, oY 

Our lord. gies. adwſe to, his, ſeruants, and] 
he threatens ſuchaswill:needes. be. ſtrangers to 
him, For tothe former ſorte of mien he ſaith that 


they muſt chin ke highly of his.tewarde 7 (ince 


7 


he will notgiue it but vpon. high tearmes, Ang 
'as for theſe other he asKes them hew they || 
thinketoeſcapethe rigour of his handes , they ||| 
whoare his enemies. : fince euen his children beſ}. 
ſtrictly treated: who are yer elected for foe great) 
a zood, If wecaſtoureyestowardesthis beameſſ 
'of rigour and 1ſtice which are, the afflitions|} 
whereof we now ſpeak, we shall finde thatthe | & 
conteyne greats occaſions: bath. of. hope and | In 
'feare. And on, the ane fide the mercy of Gods} 

NUCU olorified: thereby, and- his.1uſtice on thef | . 
other. Let trouble expeCt-to.finde repoſeandle|| 
him feare affliction hereafter who doth not feel 

1t:now. For fince In. any man hovy 1uſt (oeuct| 
\he-be there. are many thinges which may de-| 
{erue;punishment.though notin;hell:, ( and xhis| 
punpishment. is; to.be perſonally.ipdured if it bell 
pot purged with: ſoe> greas; anicxcefle of laus as 
that the contrition! may, ſtandrfor the punisb-||ſ 
nent; as, it dd; 1g, S. Mazxy, Mazaglen and-{ome 
theys) it.is plajoe that eyther heere or in purgary ſo 
ory, they, muſt palle. throveh fire. And though]N 

they. who figdenotinthemſelugs ſoe great louel Flt 
Hot-God. as to, cauſe this, gretfe which may ſtan] 
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ifor a ſatisfa&tion , may thinke perhaps that they 


T which he feeles for the offences which are com- 
F imitted againſt God, And ar this wee muſt not 


TY jjou from the paine wherein you are wouldin- 
dure chemſelues. And this alſo may ſerue fora 


Fither puts him to more trouble then the paine it | 
Eiſelfe would doe which the other feeles : thar if | 
your ſelfe loue another yery much , you would | 
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Ireceinie hard meaſure in beeing ſaued by fire 


lleed they are much deceiued in their account, 

| For the great loue of Godeuen heere onearth 
[when men ſee that Gods offended doth cauſe 
[oreaxer greifethenthat to which youare ſubiect; 
And that truth is ſcene by this then when one | 
{loues God greatly he would be ps of the paine 
{you ſuffer ſoe that he might be free from that 


onder fiice there are perſons who cuen to free 


{proofe that the loue which one beares to ano- 


ſnot be ridd of your owne paineif it were vpon 
(condition thatthe other muſt indure it for yow; 
which proues as I was ſaying that it would 
trouble you more in the perſonne of that other 
| theniny our owne. 


farre, how much more will the loue of the crea- 


{other force, And thus ic growes to be a moſt cet= 


|Witaine truch thateyther ia this fashion or in that} 


thereis noe meanes toeſcape from ſuffering be- 


ore we ariue to entoying, Andtellhim who 


{ whilſt others shall be ſaued withoiit it yet in« | 
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Now if the loue of a creature canreach foe | 


[tour be able to doe, it being infuſed by the moſt [ 
*\Oboly ſpirit of our lord which farre exceedes all 
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that heisa man, & that he was not made anan- 
oell; and lett him complaine ag ainſtiuſtice and 
reaſon which doe abſolutely require that vertue 
muſt be obtained with labour and the reward 
mult correſpond withthe vertue, 

But who © lord whoshall eucrpreſymeto 
coplaine of thee as if thou didſt treat them with 


rigour?lince inſtantly thou ſtoppeſt their mou- 


'thes with shewing that thou ſo loued the world 
as to giue thy onely begotten ſonne, to theend| 


that in the ſtrength of theſe affliions and ſor- 


the world might eſcape the torments of hell 
and might criumphin beauen, W hol ſay olord 
willpreſume to complaine when he hall ſeethy 
beſt beloued freindes to be ſoe ſeuerely hande- 
led, and obſerue that in thy court it is bardto 
ſay which of theſe two haue the pre-eminence 
eyther afflictions or fauours; and that ic was ſaid 
by thy commaundement to one of thy fauourt 


ry that temptation sbould try thee. 

Doe not permitt your heart to finke ynder 
your crofles but remember that beretofore you 
haue deſired todoe and ſuffer ſomewhar for the 
loue of God God 15 not deafe to the defives of out 
hartes. He hath given thar which he knew tobe 
beſt for you; andif you thinke ir heauy conkid 
that he who ſendes ir, will giue you shoulders 
wherewith to beare it. That which afflictes will 


have an end, and that which giues repoſe will 
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would complaine of this law rather complaing| 


rowes and death which they chargedypon him, | 


tes. Becauſe thou wert accepted by God it was neceſſa-| 


—_ ho _ 
lucceed; bur rhe latter will not be like the for- | 
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mer, bucincomparably greater, Andifyoutell 
me that you will renounce this later vpon con=- 


trouble for the obtaining of vertue then to be 
idle and without exerciſe, Nor is it fitt that you } 
who haue caried ſoe much courage in your hart 
through theſe warresof the Emperour should 
hae it faintely affected inthe warre of God. We 
demaund not of you heere that you should con- | 


a good account of your perſon, & of the place | 
where you are put, Benor a cowardin the leſle | 
occaſion whoe are {oe valiantinthe greater. | 

Put your ſelfe wholy into the paſſion of our 
lord and learne thereby how much he endured 
and hoyy great loue he bore to you; ſince being 


palle that as he in one hower did more loue his 


more birrer ſorcowes then all mankinde; and 

there was notin the whole liues of them all to 

be found eyther any loue or any oreife like his. 
Straine your (elfetoa delice of enduring ſom*- 


dition that you may not endure the former, it is | 
not well (aid nor doth it become a noble minde | 
which deſires, more to ſecit ſelfein difficulty & | 


| 


duQta whole army like ſome Caprainegenerall | 
but onely that you traile your pike well & gue | 


able to redeeme you by other meanes:yet he | 
would nor doe it but vpon the price of his ex- | 
cell1ue paines and ſorrowes. And ſoc ircomesto | 


father then all mankinde put rogearher in all | 
their lives, ſoe in one hower did he paſſe through | 


what for him. Be not a ſlaue ſince he louesyou | 


} 
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and treates.you-as a ſ@nne. For thefather core 
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rectes the ſonne and you may hold your ſelfe for 


is ſonne lince be correctes you. Loue your fa. 


cher depart from your ſelfe and giue your (elfe 


—_ _Cww@OAﬀlhp ww. OA/lliLo —_—_— ——_— y A. —_— 
Y 
\ 

= 


——— 


tro God. Say to him I will follow thee though ithe by 
| te Way of ſorrow I will preſent thee with this ſnffe- 
ring. I will not gine thee any thing of little valse; but 
hat which may coft me my blood, that ſoe thou mayeſ} 
:0 meas thou didſt to Abraham, Quia feciſti bancyem 
F nan peperciſti vnigenito tuo propter me &rc,Now 
God take it ſoe well thataman give hisionne 
for the loue of God how much reaſon is it that 
man should be very gratcfull ro god forthegi- 


.uiag of his ſonne for man. And he onely 1s in- 


deede thankefull for the benefitt who in re- 
compence thereof giues his owne ſonne to god; 
namely that thing which his hart would moſt 
be troubled to leaue and this becauſe God will 
hane it (oe, 

Conſider thetrue Originall of loue which God 
did beare you, bur let it be with fetching this re- 
ſolution-from thence thar as they drew blood 
from him & gaue ſorrowes to him he may giue 
themtoyou; and as they gaue him paine (oe he 
may giue paineto you, . For infallibly if ſoe you 
Shall anſywere to the ſorrowes of God with your 
ſorrowes he will anſwere to thoſe ſorrowes of 
yours with ſucha reward as shal make you eſte- 
eme your ſelfe happie for hauing endured them. 


And though our flesh beleine not this yer faith} 


muſt ſupply that defe& & you muſt ling. Letati 
ſumus pro deb quibus nos humiliaſti anns quibu 


vid1m#s mala. So,God grant it may be, Amen, If 
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| L Lord beeuer with you; Whenl accepted, | 
\toread that bookeof yours, which was ſent | 
|me; it was not ſoe much out of any opinion, | 
|thatT was ableto iudge, of theſe things, whieh | 
{are conteyned therein ; as becauſe I thought, 
{that , with the fauour of our lord , my lelfe 
| might profitt, by them. And I thanke Chriſt, 


|ted thereby ; & may alſoe be benefitted other- 


[though I mightreceiue comfort by reading it, 
[without refle&ing vpon it otherwiſe: Yet me 
| thinkes, the reſpe&t I owe bothto the matter 
|1t ſelfe, as alſotothe perſon who commendes 
|\1t vnto me, deſpenſes not with me in forbea- 
|fing to ſay ſome part of whatT thinke thereof: 
|leaſt, in generall tearmes, 
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Letter of the Anthour, to 4 holy Religious woman 
written in a time when she was ſubieft to ſome | 
_ perturbations , and perſecutions , about @ booke 
which She was wished to publish. He declares | 
how she zs to Cary ber ſelfe in ſpiritual things, and | 
 whichas the ſafeſt way, how to treat with God, and 
to vſe that gift of Prayer, which she had. 


A 


| 


HE grace and peaceof Teſws Chriſt our 


that althoughtI hauenor read it with that re- 
poſe, which had beene fitt; yetI was comfor- 


Its Y, | WE | 
wiſe, if the fault be not mine owne, Andtruly, 


{ 


| The bookeis not fitt, to come into the hands 


po 


jof many, For the words mult be reformed in }- 
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ſome partes thereof, & declared in others, And 
ſome things may be profitable to your ſpiritt, 
w hich would not be foe, if they ſhould be fol. 
lowed by others, For the particular wayes, whe. 
| reby God guides ſome, are not fitt for all, The- 
ſe, or the moſt of them, I haue noted downe, 
| and I will putt them into order, as ſoone as 1 
| can: & I ſhalleaſily finde meanes to ſend them 
| to'you. For if you ſaw my infirmities accom- 
panied with my other neceſlary imployements; 
| I beleive rhey would rather moue you tocom- 
| paſſion, then to any accuſation of me for ne- 
| gligence, 
| Thedodrine of your prayer, for the moſt part 
[is good:and you may very fafely belciuc it: and 
practiſe it, and in your Reptes, I hnde theſe fi- 
| gnes which true Raptes have, 
|- _ The way of God's teaching a ſoule, without 
| the yſe of the 1mazination, and without eyther 
interiour, or exteriour Wordes, is very ſafe; I finde 
| nothing thetein, wherat to ſtumble ; and $, 
| Auguſtine ſpeakes well of it, _ 
'| Thoſe w1eriour and exteriour wordes , haue 
 deceiued many in our times : and the exteriour 
| are the leſſeſafe of the two, To diſcerne, that 
they proceede not from our owne ſpiritt is an 
| eaſy matter ; but to finde whether they grow 
| from a good ſpiritt, or from abad.is more hard. 
Men giue many rules , whereby to know if 
| they bee of our Lord : and one of themis , it 
they be ſpoken in ſome time of great ſpiritual 
' neceſlity : Or if a man profitt much by them, 
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| [whetherit be by way of comforting him, when 
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| done, by almighty God. And conlidering both 


| you auoyd them, asmuch as youcan, We mult | 
beſeech our lord, that he will not ſuffer ys, to 


| cotinue any long time and with that interiour : 
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he is in temptation, or deſolation: or for the 


[preuentionofany diger &c. For ifeuenawile | 


good man, will not ſpeake a word which 1s 
not of much weight : much lefſe will that be 


this, and that the wordes mult be agreable to 
holy Scripture, & the dodrine of the Church: 


Lamof opinion that theſe wordes, which are | 


mentioned in your booke, or the greatelt part 
of them are of God. 


if they come without being deſired, yer muſt 


 walke by the way of ſeeing : but as for the good 


keepe it for heauen; and that heere, he will be 
pleaſed to conduQvs, by the plaine way , as be 
doth his faithfullfreindes. And by other good 
meanes, wemult alſo procure to auoyd thoſe 
thinges. 


laſt, and if the ſoulereape profitt by them : and 
if the ſight thereof induce it not to vanity, but | 
toincreaſe of humility ; if that which they ſay 
be agreable to the doctrine of the Church; if they 


kinde of ſatisfaGtion., which may better bee 


That, whereof there is more doubt are the | 
| imaginary, Or corporall viſions , whereof you 


ſpeak. Theſe muſt in noe caſe be deſired; and | 


fzbt of himſelfe, and of his Saints, that he will | 


But yet, when all this is done, if the viſions | 


C | | . . ph 
j1elt, then declared; by this time me thinkes, I 
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ſee noe cauſe why we ſhould flye them any |: 


obſcruing that the perſon to whome they be. 
vouchſated are not perfect, For it is noe new | 
;thing, for the goodnes of our lord todraw men | 
out, of ill delights, and euen outof finnes, (and | 
they great ones ) by giuing them very ſweet 


| that ſoe infinitt a maieſty ſhould abaſe it ſclte 


that whoe 
[tothe iudgment of others, God will not ſuffer 
himto be deceiued, fince he procures to walke | 
{1a the right way. 5 


L 


| But the while noe man ſhould eaſily con-| 


—— — 


longer.. Though yer, noe bodye is to truſt his 
owne priuate opinion heerein: but he mult in- 
ſtantly communicate the matter , with ſome 
perſon, who is able to giue him light, This is 


allgheſethinges; & we may well hopein God, 
ath. humility to ſubmite himſelfe | 


a | 


? 


demnethoſe thinges, vponthe onely reaſon of 


confolations of his owne, as I haue ſeene him} 
doe. For whoe ſhall limitt the goodnes of our 


vouchſafed for the meritts of the partie, or be- 


| cauſe he is better growen in ſpiritt then ano- | 


ther but ſometimes to ſuch as are moſt weake. 


' more a Saint, then he was; ſoe neither are they | 
alwayes given togreatelt Saints. 


| Butyet they haue noe reaſon, who diſcredit | 
5 G4 . | 
ſuch thinges as theſe , becauſe they are very | 


high: and for that it ſeemes to them incredible, | 


the generall courſe, which muſt be taken, in | 


lord.2 eſpecially ſince theſe thinges are Kea 


And as they doe not neceſſarily make a man | 
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fouies receiue ſachexceſlesof lone, as maytrou- 


his workes acid much more in thoſe of hi; 


[they ſhould not beleiue them , from whence 


li For your part, my opinion is, that ywhak 
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poore creature. It is written that God is lots 


andif he be love he muſt needes be infinitt lour, 
and infto1tt 709dnes ; And from the hand of ſuch 
loge, 412d fach -00dnes, it 13 noe meruaile, if ſome 


ble others, who vnderſtand them not. And 
though men may vnderſtand by faith, that the- | 
re-are ſuch thinges inthe world, yet The parti- 
cular experience of this?morons , and more 
then amorous proceeding, which God houldes 
with whome he will : chis I ſay, valeſle it wo 
polleſſed , a man cannot well vaderſtand;, 

what degree or point, it arriuegs, I haue RS 
many ſcandalized at the heroicall ates of the 
oue of our lord God tow ardes his creatures. 
And becauſerhemſelues are very farre from re- 
ceiuing thoſe fauours, rhey cinot thinke thar } 
God will doe that to others. which they ftinde 
him not to doe towardes them. And though it þ 
were reaſon , that euen becauſe it is an aft of 
loye, and kich lone, as caſtes vs into admiration, | 
it ſhould be aken for a ſigne why to thinke 
it were of God , ( lince he is s wonderfull ; in all } 


P 


mercy yet from thence fetch they reaſons why | 


they ſhould fetch reaſons to beleiuc them; pro- 
[uided alwayes that there be a concurrence of 
other circuriſtices, which ſhew that the thing | 
init ſelfe, is good. 
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[can perceive in your booke, you hau made, 


4 ade. 


'F) t Ry 


. _Ep. 320 


tt. 


SPIRITVALL 


| that they haue laſted log, & that ener they hays 


| to the loue of God,to the corempt of your ſelfe, 


reliſtance to ſuch thinges as theſe , euen mor 
then it was fitt you ſhould, Me thinkes they] 
haue profitted your ſoule , and eſpecially they] 
haue made you know your owne miſerie, and 
faultes, and enabled you to mend them 1 finds 


beene with ſpirituall profitt. They incite you, 


| 
and tothe docing of pgnnance, I ſee noe reaſaq| 


why I ſhould condemane them, bur I incline t 
thinke that they are right, Bur yet cuer with 
this condktion, that you vſe.great caution, and 
that you goe not with entire confidence, eſpe. 
cially if that which happens be not vſuall wit 
you, or when it requires you to doe any patti- 
cular thing, which is not very plaine, but ſub| 
je& ro ſome queſtion, In all theſe caſes, 8& the 
like , you mult ſuſpend your beleife , and in-|ſ|® 


ſtantly aske counſell. t 


I alſo thinke good to lett you know, that, 
though theſe thinges be of God, yet the enemy 
may mingle ſomewhat with them;8& therefor 
you mult neuer be without care & feare in ſuch 
thinges as theſe, And you muſt further knoy 
that though they be of God you muſt not yet 
refle& vpon them with too much eſtimation 
becauſe ſanctity conliſts not in theſe things, 
but in the humble loyue of God , and your neighbow! 
And as for theſe others , they are to be feared, 
euen when they are right; and you mult paſt 
fromthe thought thereof, tothe procuring of | 
humility, & other vertues, with the lone of out 
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[emarton; and you neede noe more, but that the 
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Ford. Y ou muſt alſoe be ſure not to adore any of ; 


thoſe vi1ons, but onely adore Chritt our Lord 


of any Saint, you muſt lift yp your heart to hea- 
uen,& to that which is repreſented in your ima- 


image may ſerue to cary you vp to that which 
;srepreſented by it. | 

I mult alſoetell you, that theſe thinges cStey- 
ned in this booke , happen to many others in 
theſe times ; and this, with great certainty that 


this in the weaker forte of veſlalls that {oe he 
may be glorified the more. | 

Goeyou o0n,in your way: butſoe as that you | 
bee euer in feare of thecues; and that {till you | 
beasking , if the way beright, And giue thakes | 


| 


|toour Lord , for that he hath beſtowed ypon | 


you, the loue of him , and the knowledge of 
your ſelfe; and a loue of pennance, and of the 


|Crofe, And as for thoſe other thinges make noe | 


yery high account thereof; though yet onthe 
other {fide , you muſt not deſpiſe them, becauſe 
they are fignes which ſhew, that many ofthem 
xre ſent by our lord; agd cuen they which are; 
hot, cannot burt you, if you aske counſaile, | 
* TI know not how tobeleiue, thatTI haue 
beene able to write this by any ſtrength of mi- 
ne; tor 1 haue none at all; byt your prayer hath 
done it, I beſeech you enen for tie loue of 


:n heauen Or inthe Sacrament, And if it bea viſion | 


they are from God ; whoſe hand 15 not shortenedgto | 
doe that now, which hedid in former ages ; & | 


our lord Leſus Chriſt » TO laye it 28"'4 charge 
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| 4 Lerrer written to a Lady, encouraging 
| bherto bearewWtth patience , the affli- 


-j{o aboundantly thereon, Our lord ſayd thus, 
[I will clymb vp to the Palme tree, and gather the fruit 


vpon yourſelfeto pray for me. For he knowe, 
that I aske it as being vrged by great neceſſ;. 


ties; and I thinke, this word alone will ſuffice|ſf\? 
Sos {3 th 
for the obliging you , to doe what I deſire 
And now I begleaue of you, that I may end this] : 
letter, fince I am ynder promiſe to goe write| l 
another, leſ#s be glorified by all, and in all, v1 
Amen, 


Eons which were ſent her, 


by our lord. 
MA: I would fayne aske your lady- 
LVA shipp, what kinde of taſte the fruites of 


the Croſſe carry with them, ſince you are feeding 


thereof: and it ſcemes that he hath taken your 
ladyship by the hand , anddrawne you vp with 
him: to the end, that if heeretofore you went 
vp with him by contemplation , to conlider 
how he fedd ypon them : he is now no more 
content , thar you onely accompany him , by} 
hauing compaſſion of his paynes, bur he wall 
haye you cate with him at thatrable of the Croſſe, | 
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| 8 bea witneſſe by exverience, of that which he| 
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I dare confidently ſay , thatthat ſoule is hap= 
py , which ſtandes at the foote of the Croſſe of 
Ithe Sonne, in ſociety with the Mother of God, 


torment , yea and was euen crucifyed in her 
foule with hum, For there is not a more accepta- 
ble ching in the eyes of the Father, then to be- 
hould his Sonne, and to ſee them who accom- 
pany the (ame Sonne, in the imitation of his af- 
flition and Croſſe, Let noe man deceiue himſelfe, 
by thinking that God is in loue with fooleryes 
and conceytes; or that euery abſurd idletcllow 
hall raigne with him , 1n his kingdome. The 
fauour of God, is reſerued for ſuch as loue tri- 
bulation, No man shall raigne with him, but 
{ſuch a one as is crucifyed : That, in fine the 
world may know , that forasmuch as he ſetres 
that King dome at ſohigha rate, it is no ordina- 


x ry place, but moſt aboundant in treaſures, and_ 
"|| &lighrs , ſince God himſelfe is the glory the- 

>| reof: and that they may reſoluewith fresh con- 

">| rage, ro deſpiſe all tranſitory guſt , andto en- 

"1 | dureall kinde of Croſſes. 

n _ How would your any bay haue our lord 
proceede towardes you, bur ſo a hee is wont, 

[$1424 will be ſure to proceede, with his beloued 

ml. Children 2 What would you haue him doe, but 

_ treate you as his Father treated him? As my Fa- 


ber loved mee , ſo doe I lone you ,* faith our lord. 
Andnow, if any man will make a pawſe, to 


whofed ar the ſame table : and was ſuffering | 
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ſuffered, when he was feeding vpon t::ar truite, | 


1 


{ 


hy 


£1 conſider hoy the Father treated his Sonne and | 
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| What doth that hard halter, vpon ſodelicatea 


luch a Sonne, he,will patiently endure his owne 
condicion , hovw sharpe focuer it may ſeeme, 
Madam , haue patience yett a while, for this 
tempeſt will paſſe, & you will reioyce , that you 
had it, ro pafle through. Bow downe that necke 
of yours, to the will of your beauenly Father; 
for {o did leſ#s Chriſt our lord , when they patled 
that rope ouer his head, which euen flead his 
necke, and hee, the while, held his peace, both 
with his harte, and with his tongue, through 
the obedience which he carryed to his Fathet, 


 necke: and that heauy croiſe, vpon thoſe ywea- 
ke, and weary shoulders , declare to vs ; but 
that wee muſt bee obedient in ſuffering affli-. 


pluck our very hartes out of our bodyes? 

Itis not 1uſt nor fitt, thar your ladyship should 
take vpon you todiſpole of your owne life, and 
ro choole , & ſay, This I will, and that other, I 
will not, doe or haue; ſince you haue offered vp 
| your ſelfe ſo often, as the true flaue of our lord, 
| to the accomplishment of euery inclination of 
| his holy will, For itis againlt all reafon , that 
Dow you $hould vaſay that in your affliction, 
which tormerly you affirmed in time of peace. 
Nor mult you belike that counterfected kinde 
of freind , who in time of proſperity , 1s wont 
ro make many offers , but when they would 
bring hin1:o performance, he vnſayes himſelte, 
» Woe be to them, ſayth the ſcripture , who haut 


| loft their (ufferatice; imploying ſuch perſons 08 


tions, though they should cuen defcate vs, and| 


— 
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headlong with their hartes to the ground , as 
men who would no longer bearetheir burdens. 
Madam , The Inſt man lives by fayth, and our lord 

ay; for in fine , be 
promiſes that be will come» But if a man haue a 


ldocke , which goeth too faſt, and if the time 


| 
| 
| 


reme too longe, before God giue the remedy, 
that muſt then be ſayd to him, which is in Eſay: 
He who belerwes , lett him not be too haſty ; but let 


li place hes felicity in longanimity,as $ Peter ſayth. 


Yfayth , Why are you afrayd, 


Paco 


Madam , our lord will come and comfort 
you, The ſea 1s all in tumult , and the waues 


[will needes drowne the ship:and our lord is ina 


rrofound {leepe, like one who throwes a ſtone, 
[andthen hides his hand: or who ſtrikes, & flyes 

[tis he, who rayſedthe tempeſt, & then inſtan- 
tl layd himſelfe toflcepe. Ir is he and no other, 


who hath deſigned your ladyshipto theſe tribu- 


[without him nothing can be done. And he who 
bath knowne ſo well, how to ſtrike, and hath 
ideene ſo diligentto aftlict, is now fallen alleepe, 
when they are ſeeking remedy at his handes, 
[and the more they begg comfort of him, the 
more he doth ſometimes encreaſe diſcomfort, 
[And yet, notwithſtanding all this, he will have 
's polleſle a liuely fayth , which , jo all theſe 
miſeries, muſt not fayle vs; And if wee haue not 
(this fayth , wee shall be ſure, that when he wa- 


by.” - & | . 
lations, It is he who afflictes, and woundes, and 


kes, he will reproue vs, and lay . O men of little 
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being WEary of enduring , and expecting, went 
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{be wiſedome of the Croſſe 


| 


| may enable vs to-conhde , in him; how freſh, 
20w. well trycd, and paſled even through the 
very fire, For as chaſtity is tryed by the temp. 
tations which are contrary thereunto ; as hy- 


_—_— 


| 
| 


| euill; ſois faith and confidence, made cuident, 
| when God ſendes ſuch aduerlities, as may ſeeme 
to putt men in a manner, cuen out of their 
 witts; and when he, the while hides himſelfe, 
and ſ{cemes to add to them ſo much the more, 
as he 1s the more deſired to diminiſh them. 


| will hearethis worde from our Lord's mouth, 
| 0 woman great is thy faith. In this match of 
 wraſtling, muſt wee overcome ; if wee will 
pretend to the name, andcrowne of ſuch ; as 
are perfectly , and truly Faithfull, And wee 


tender loue. : rl 

In this which extcriourly may ſeeme to be 
the wrath of God, wee mult beleine his diuine 
harte, to be moſt peaceable , and his bowells 
moſt paternall rowards ys, nor muſt wee at- 


but according to faith, which ouercomes and 


| foolcs all ſuch diſcourſe. This , Madam , 15 


| 


{OUuie, 


45 en tb 


— | 


| You may (ce, Madam, by this, how liuely | 
} our-Lord wilt haue our faith to bee ; which |. 


| mility is tryed by diſhonours; parience by af. 
| flictions ; and charity by rendring good for | 


|  Euen by this pace wee muſt paſle , if wee} 


mult accept of ſcourges, which may flice vs | 
| cuen to the yery ſoule ; and yet wee mult be- 
leiue that they are embracements of great, and 


oue according to the feeling of fleſh & bloud, |. 


_ wiych makes the 
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fade that our lord of power, is entirely {weete | 
towardes his ſeruants : and doth then endue 
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ſale , with shurt eyes , {ubmitr it ſelfe to the $ 


holy will of God. And by thus not judging, bur 
confiding in him , it growes wiſe beyond the 
wiſedome of the whole world; For let him 
who defires to know , and pleaſe God , not 
rayle his eyes, burtlet himabaſethem , with hu- 
mility , and not fifre his indgments : and thar 
manshall arriue to true knowledge : and shall 


—— 


them with the greateſt bleſſings, whentothe 

eyes of flesh and bloud, hee may ſeeme moſt to 

haue forſaken them. 

It is now long agoe , fince your ladyship 

hath ſung this ſong, My beloved to mee, and 1 to * 
him, But it is now, that you should eſpecially 
lnge it , for theſe delicate warbling notes, are 
beſt vicd in theſe tunes of trouble. Your be- 


looke you alſo ypon him, and confide, in ſuch 
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ataker of care, He is your Father, though he 
ſcourge you : be you his daughter, in recetuing 
bis corretion , with obedience and gining of 
thanks, And if you be in much payne, whilſt 


then he is beloued by you. He cotreRs you 


With loue : & doe you alſoreceiue it with Joue, | 
that ſo you may anſwere our lord in the ſame |} 
tune, wherein he ſpeakes. He hath a minde to | 


|loued lookes vpon you, and takes care of you: 


you feele the ſcourge , let it be tempered, by | 
confidering-the hand from whence ir comes, | 
your beloued he is : and he loues you more, | 


_ 


Cant. 2 | 


[purify you by fire : do notfly of from the Cry- | 
ber 6 co rms 
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The bulls which ate of a generous kind goe ali 
darted, and wounded , out of the Phe: but 


in whole skinnes.Iuſt ſoe is the good Chrittian, 


| Shall bays enough to ſuffer , 
| houſes, 


"asf 


otherwalſe, 

Sing you thus toour Rs T hou haft tryed my 
bart and thou baſt viſited mee by night; thou haſt exa. 
mined mee with fire and thou haſt : not fend wicked. 
nes in mee, For thus doth God purify his elect; 
and he who is not proved , and purifyed thus 


is noe Sonne, and shall be noe heire of his. And | 
for as inuch AS It 15 now foe longatime, {l1nce ll 
your laJyship bath ſoe fayre euidence , that 


you are borne to inheritt; procure you © pay 
with readines, that rent charge , Which1s !ayd 
vpon your land. This inheritance 3 is yery ich 
and olorious, bur the keires thereof muſt ſuffer 
mach cribularion'i inthis world, They are to be 


yntyed, and taken of from the Croſſe heere, when| 


they goe yp to raigne there : and men mult not 
think of gocing from one pleaſure, to another, 


ſuch as are baſe and cowardly ,retourne home, 


who is to be pierced on all ſides, And w hen 
tyrants, and executioners are wanting , they 
Th theyre owne 
by cheyre childre, they re huſbands, 
and cheyre freyndes , who” will by certayne 


{weete, and and frooth wayes, torment chem 


vn orſe chen rhoſe or hers. 


—_ — hem. 


{yble, whatſocuer payne it may putyouto, For\fl 
itis better to become pure from the vncleangg | 
of earth, which 1s ones owne will, and withall 
to bee broken i ia pieces ; then 0 be whole | 


—— 


| 


| prouide 1 itfor you, whenir $hall be beſt, Inthe | 
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it is "molt < certaine , that to {ee one faffer| 
{home wee loue, is a very knife at our arts: 
| [ue 1s our exceurioner ; - andthe more louc 
[thereis, ſoe much is theexecutioner more cruell, |- 
FButcyert letc vs not turne away our face from |. 
him, For this love, was the, executioner of leſ#: | 
Chrift our lord , which | putt him to more payne, | 
then all thoſe viſible executioners; and this was | 
the executioner of his bleſſed Mother alfoe, 
and of as many elect, as God hath had. I would 
hauc your ladyship prepare your headto be cutr 
of, and your harre robe tormented by this exe | 
cutioner ; and you muſt procure to fight ſtou- | 


tely ,1n the preſence of God, and of all.his cae- 
eſtiall courr, ſince ſuchan excellente Crowne 
of glory is prepared for you. Our lord , who' 
ſends you this tribulation , knowes the time 
which is moſt fitt for comforte, and hee will | 


meanetime I beſeech him to giue your ladyship 
patience, and to remayne with you for- euer. | 
Amen, 
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| 4 Letter of the Authour to 4 Religious woman, 
who was bu gheſily childe. Of the mercy which 
God shewes to «ich as hecalles to Religion , and 

 . of the exercices and obligation of a Religious 
woman, 


Servant of Ifsvs Cununisrt 


I Haue beene thinking ſometimes, whither 
our lord might noterethis haue raken you out 
of thislife, to giue you the fruition of himlelfe, 
For to be alive andto remaine ſoe long without 
letting me know how your ſoule doth, ſeeme; 
tomea kindof incredible thing. Though yer it 
betrue, that our lord ſome times, giues a ſoule| 
'{oe creat fecling of himſelte , that it remem-| 
bers nothing els becauſe it is whol y enployed| 
, vpon-him, who is all thinges. tbeſeech his good- 
;nes, chat this may haue beene the cauſe of your| 
lence. For then, I shall notonely,not complay- 
'ne, burgreatly reioyce, For what other thing, 
can] ſve well delire for your foule, which inour 
lord, I loue; as to ſeeir allemployed, in louing,| 
andin being beloued by him, This is the end, off 
all the paines which be hath taken with your] 
ſoule, and ofall the fauours which he hath be-| 
| ſtowed vpon it. 


Tell me, O ſpoule of Chriſt our lord, how| 


1you doe, Doc you loue him much, and doc you 


/ 
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ſhould him faſt, in your boſome 2 15 your hear | { | 
ll teuen wounded, withthe care you haue,to keepe | | | 
him content; and to ſeeke his boly will, though 
3, | [it be in contradiction of your owne?For though 

<1} |the loue of our lord, be the toy, and (olace of our | | 
14|fl | foules; yet, onthe other (ide, it ſuffers them not [ | 
us| |corepoſe;bur like a continual ſpurre, is ſollici- | 
ting and vrging them on, that (oe cuery day, 
they may pleaſe him whome they loue, more and 

more, For this reafon this love, is compared to 

| |[fice, whichneuerisatreſt ; but the lively flame | 
erſ}| |thereof, 1s euer working , and ſtriuing vpward, | Þ | 
ut\ | This fove, will have nothing to doe with (lacke- | | 
© || [nes; nor knowes it, how totake any reſt, but i 
ut] [in our lord. And this is the Lowe, of a Loyal ſfeu- 
es je, which, itis reaſonthatyou be, in perfoymance; 
it} [{inceyou are ſocin profeſſron; & fince , you haue 
leſſÞ [an inward vocation, to put thatin practiſe, to 
1-[ [which you were called, | 
dil | Doenotforgett the day, on which you offer- 
d&|}| [red your ſelfero your ſpouſe; by the hand of your | 
url }Prelatr, Nor that other day , when your ſpouſe 
y-[| [conueyed his hand, into your heart, making 
0,1 [you vnderſtand both your ſelfe, and him. He 
ur] {{aidin your ſoule , ler light be made: and then all 
gf |Garkenes , and ſorrow fled away : and now, | 
of | [like one who ſees the light of heauen, you liue | 
url} |! toy, becauſe you know which way you may | 
[|| [g0e, without danger of falling, For it you be 
| jcarefull ro keepe thoſe dayes in mind, you will 
wifh j[ce , that by the former of them , you were 
boundto lodge your loue vpon our lord after a } 
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| tae loue which he bore to you; and he gaue 
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very particular manner, becauſe the contra 
of marriage obliges either partie , to Joue the 
other, And on the ſecond gay our lord ſkewed 


you ſirength to pay according,to your weake- 
pes, the loue which you ov. eto him, For whar 

haue you out of your owne ſtocke, but obliga- 
| tions? and what meanes haue you to pay any 
thing towards the coming out of debt : you, 
being a poore ingaged creature ; who indee( 
| deſerued to be ener kept in priſon , in miſer1e, an 
in chaynes, as Danid ſaith, But the rich leſs 


whereby you may know and loue him , and 
may ouercome your contraries ; and piucke 
downe that ſtrong Goelias; which is the Deuill, 
who bidces battaille againſt all ſuck , as reſolue 
| to ſerue Chriſt our Lord. 
It 1s not reaſon, I ſay, it is notreaſon , that 
{ you ſhould forgett what you owe , nor how 
God hath enabled you to pay.. And for that 
which God hath giuen you, you are much the 
| more bound to ſerue him. For to bea religious 
woman is the codition of mary; but to recetue 
ſoe particular lights, and fauours from heauen, 
wherewith to ſerue our lord, is the caſe of tew, 
Abraham , beſtowed guifts, euen yponthoſle 
children which hee had by lefle principal! 
wines ; but he left his inheritance , and elta- 
te, to the lawfull ſonne of that wife of his, 
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Chriſt , hath giuen you the plenty of his grace, 


who was moſt beloued; that wee may ws 
: ; he differ he guitts 
derſtand thereby the difference of the guiits 
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of God, which hee imparterh, in this life , to 
ſeuerall perſons. 

Our lord be thanked , for that your lines, 
and, lottes , are fallen mto the beſt 2round ; fora(- 


deſpiſe the world with your whole heart, and 
riour , of your Monaſtery, as your-mother, and 


more then the yery apples 'of your eyes, This 
[is that czleſtiall' favour , which was done 
you, that you might be rich; and well ſup- 


Lord crucified , and- from thence comes this 
loe hopefull and happy change , which you 
| haue made, inthe manner of your lite, and that 
nuiſible beauty , wherewith your ſoule 1s en- 
| dewed. P41 3 


And-what now remaines Y but that you be 


| that which our lord hath given you , leaſt'bls 
your ſoule turne beggar, after it hath beenefoe 


- a” 


knew what belonged to riches. Retnember 
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muchas grace was giuen yow , whereby to. 
make you chaunge your {tate of life , and-to 


to deſpiſe alſo your ſelfe; and to obey the ſupe- 


to loue all your ſiſters , and Almighty God, 


plied with all thinges neceſſary , in Chriſt our | 


PE 
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like one, who hath acquired great worldly:ri- | 
| ches, and who inſtantly entertaines ſeruants, to 
| keepeit. Andſoe you muſt be carefull, to keepe. 


. » "2 
—— 


\rich ; which is a kind of life , of more affti- 
ttion and greife , then theirs, whoe nener | 


what your ſpouſe ſaith ; and conceine thit he | 
faith ic to you, as indeed he doth , Now:thox ; 
art whole, ſoe thou ſinne noe more, leaſt,a worſe 
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| thing bappen' tothe, Live with' a holy doubt, 


= . j o 
AE 11 AGY+ _ , nl. ; 6 « 4 4 yu wa » _ 


——— A. 4 


he 


EEE —— 


Xe 


{ —— 


| | 280 . 


$ PIR T.Y ALL : Ep.35,| | 


- _—_ —___ ———— 
- " 
”—_— "I == dw 


ad. 


Vf ate. 


25, 


| 


PR TT "FRY 


| you may gaine five ,other talents, tothe fiue you 


| lampe , and that ſuch , as may bee able to laſ 


| Behold your ſpouſe comes, 


| 


a> ww we 


this alone ſuthces to giue ys enough to thinge| 


| of the liues of others , as they make who take 
| noe. heede to their owne,. And foe by little 
| and little, a ſoule growes to be ſeauen times 


{ fl of bitterneſle art your charitable handes, 
| but rather the fruices of benediRtion ,: and 
| ſweetnes ;: like 4 tree which 1s planted neare the 
| treames of water ;' which , with-the leaues, | 


| humane frailty,, you be fallen into any. negli- 


and care, how you may keepethat ſafe, which 
our lord hath ginen you; and how yer withall 


o 


haue; and whether or noe you haue ole zx your 


many yeares, And till the very houre of you 
death , let this, worde ſound 1n your eares, 

ooe forth to meete him, Fox 
if you live with this care, you will {till be well 
employed , and you will not haue leaſure to 
calt. your-eyes vpon any thing of this life, For 


vpon; yea and to-grow weake withall. 

. The holy ſcripture ſaith , that this alone, 
is.enough to breake our fleepes, And if you 
haue not this care., I shalbe full of ſorrow for 
it. 'For by the want thereof, yanity and curio- 
ſity doe {treight enter in , and as many tales 


worſe, then it was before... 


I expe&t notto receiue ſuch fruites , and foe 


and with the fruite, giues that man a gladd 
| heart, who: tooke care thereof. But yer if by 


| ence, as it happens ſometimes; ſee that 10- 


ſtantly you; wake , and breake of that flere. 
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{fury, but with the rod of a Fathet. Goe you 


|Andyet, onthe other {tde, you muſt not be dil- 


| 


{ 


[cular fauours, euenas if it were in recompence |} 


| Takehced you grow not ſtiff, and fixedin te- | | 


|dewed with much ſtrength. The greateſt cour- | 


; UI reap oerenrmne anon od, 


EPISTLES. Ep. 35. 2*1 || 
leaſt it proue mvrrall to you, And beg pardon | 
ofour lord, who is full of mercy, and benigni- | | 
ty, For though he be angry with the defectes of | 
ſuch as haue already knowne him, and will 
punish them yet he drjues not away his chil- 
dren : and he glues them correction, not with 


therefore inſtantly to him , though you know 
you haue offended him , for perhaps hee may | | | 
haueshewed you his anger,to the end thatyow 
chould remoue it from him, by your humility, 4 
and purpoſe of amendment, He will inſtantly 
forgiue you , and ſometimes he impartesparti- | 7 


of our carcleſlenes. 
pidity , for this is a diſeaſe very hardly cured. 


mayed, if you be not alwayes in ſoe great fer- 
vour as were fit, For you are but a woman, and 
noe Angell : you are but weake, and not in- | 


tely you can doe your greateſtenemy, is to re- 
maine fallen , in the way (as {ome cripple might 
bein a {lough of mire) with the bones as it were, | 
of your ſoule broken through diſtruſt, as if now 
you had noe more to doe, with the bulines of 
getting vp to heauen, £352 [ 

Our lord's pleaſure is , that you should thin- | 
ke highly: of his goodnes : and that he driues 
them notaway, who knowing their owne wea- 
knes, goc, and ſeeke for ſtrength, and remedy at 
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| | tus hands And indeed our prideis (oe very great | ff: | 


 thar for the cure thereof , he lettes vs fall many | I} | 
| | times, to the committing of theſe very things, 
| | which had formerly beene very farre from ys, 
that ſoe being fallen, we may riſe againe, And 
| then, knowing by experience , what kinde of 
| *, | thingesweare, we grow to thanke ourlord,for 
| that which he is to-vs 3 and from that time for. 
F | ward, we deſpiſe our (elues, & we begin to live 
| with greater doubt, and care, and feare : leaſt 
| | ' we happen to looſe that , a ſecond time, which | I | 
| | | hadbeene loſt by vs, once before, 
Thus doth our moſt wiſe phiſitian, and moſt | 
louing father, draw our cure, out of our yery 
woundes themſelues; andlife, out of our death, 
and he shewes his goodnes, by our wickednes. 
And though we fight ſometimes, againſt him, 
| with the weapons of ſinne , which etues him | 
] | prouocation, yet his goodnes ſteps out likea 
| conquerour, and impartes a thouſand millions 
| | of benefits to vs. 
Be ſure therefore, that you ſerue this lord, with 
| all the force you haue, And if hitherto you haue 
done ſoe, giue him thankes for it , and if you] 
haue failed thereof , ſec you retourne to him, | 
1 with shame, and firme purpoſe of amendment. | 
; | Comfort your ſelfalſo with thgholy: Sacraments 
1 of the Church , they beeing the remedies whick| || 
| hehath left, Andpur your ſelfe into anew way, | | 
| and now, atlaſt, learne to trip noe more ypon 
that, at which you ſtumbled moſt before, Soc 
that you may be of their number , of whome| 
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\ 5. Paul ſaith that all thinges cooperate to te god of | 
| hem, woo lone God. For howſocener they may fall, they 
re not bruyſed to death , becauſe our lord conueyes his 
ind -ynder them , to recere them. In the middeſt of 
theſe thinges, I beſeech you, call my miſeries to 
mind that you may obtaine mercy for me of 
our lord. And deliver my ſalutations to allthoſe 
erſons in your houſe, who {erne our lord, I 

beſeech him to be your #ternall foe, Amen, 


UROEERLREUCRIRIRERCEMRIRNE 
| A Letrer of the Amihor to a freind of bis , whome 
God had called tolead a ſpiritual life , by 


meanes of hy preaching, 


O thoſe many obligations into which you 


Il, And though I be confounded therewith, yer 
[hope Chriſt our lord hath giuen you ſome lit- 
tlecrumme, of Charity. Now the firſt condi- 
tion thereof, is ( by the teſtimony of him who 
had ſtore of it, and who knew it well) Quia 
patens eft , That it ts patient, I beſeech that im- 
| menſe fountaine of Charity', to encreaſe it in 
{you , till you be enabled thereby , cuen to lay 
downe your life, for your enemyes , as Chriſt 
our lord layd downe his for ys. 


[yet I conceiue you ſpeake it not , by way of 
complaynt, but onely , as relating ro one who. 


put me by your letters, I an{weare late,and. 


| Youcomplayne of dryneſſe in denotion though 


loues you, the diſpoſition wherein, you finde | 


your ſoule, And I ſay , that fo longe as this | 


| 
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[it will be, becauſe he intends todoe vs other 


{mely like , that noe man ſhould beſo in his 


|kes, both for that which yow vnderſtand; 


land in this doth your ſafety conſiſt. And as 


vettueit is noe ſuch thing, as ought to puttyoy| 
to much payne, For that which is queſtioned 
thereby, 1s but the loſle of acertaine ſweetenes, 
inthe things of God, though yet this is wont 
to be a ſpurre, to-make ſuch men quitt them. 
ſelues, and to fly faſter on towards our Lord, 
who knowe how to make right vſe thereof, 
And becauſe I deſire all good to you, whether 
it bein much, orlittle; I wiſh that you were 
endewed , with a Lowe of God , which were 
both ſtrong, and wiſe , and ſweete alſo , ſince a 
loue with all theſe qualities, is due to him, to 
whome wee owe our love, But yet, if he im- 
part that louealone , which is ſtrong, and wiſe, 


ſecret fauours, by meanes which are vnknowen 
to vs , and to vnty vs from our ſelues, and to 
exerciſe our vertue , whereof there will bee 
great neede , for, a man whoe treates with 
him , who is infinitly wiſe and doth cxtrea- 


owne eyes. 

Your care muſt therefore bee to fol-| 
low on , according to that ſtrength, which) 
our Lord giues yow ; for his grace , will 
not faile, And yow mult giue him thar-}| 


and for that alſo which you vnderſtand not; 


you grow elder , and to haue more expert- 
ence , of the very little which any man 1 
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able to doe , towardes the contriuing of 


| which wee ſhall haue committed, For yee 
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|to doe good, And wee haue much, and much 
|a doe, to beleive it , till wee haue bought this | 


| and fecrett deſire , o 


[You have a father in heauen', who calls 


hee 


things , how ſmall ſocuer they may bee; you 
will be confirmed more , and more, in the 
good cuſtome,, which you beginne to take, 
to hould your peace. And you will perceue, 


when wee ſpeake at lardge with God , and 
but 2 little with men. 

This ignorancy of ours, is an ynſpeakea-" 
ble kinde of thing; and ſoe is our ſetting our 


ſelues out , andour ignorant Kinde of zeale, 


knowledge , vpon theprice of many. errqurs, 


that a buſines will then be well diſpatched, | 


R n - | 
inherit , from our firſt ps , 2 certaine (ly, 


which cannor be ſought without theft, This 
makes ys imitate our firſt fathers , rherein; 
and to demie that things may bedone , how, 


and moſt ſecret rootes of pride , which are 
never to bee diſcouered, withour light from 
heaven ; and this cannot be obrayncd, with- 
| out much Prayer, 
As for the particular of thoſe ſoules, 
id before, that you mult cordially recommend. 
the bulines to our Lord, and hope well that 
you shall haue good ſuccelle. Andhe you not 


a kinde of diuinity q 


and when wee liſt ; with certaine other deepe, 
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which you defire to reduce; I tell you, as I 


troubled , or afflicted; ſince you Know, that | 
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| towards | him, and he will be your guide, inthe 
way, Spend your tyme, at the preſent, the beſt 
you can, gel as for the future , doe not vexe 
your felt + but make account "that nothing, 
but your owne negligence , cann take God 
from you. Fight t! therefore, againlt this ne 


| al:2ence 3 & if you ouercome it, you will finde 


by experience , that the: Exthaunge or Burſe 
is a very Cel! to you ; and , that buſes is bur 
as a Riuer , which may ſcruc to wall you 
cleane, | | 

The way , wherein God hath placed you, 
requires char more diligence bee vſed then 
that which your letter ſayth you vſe, concer- 
ning the conſtancy of your deuotions. And 


if I were with you , I could tell you of ftraun- 


our Lord eſteemes it not as any ſmall infirmity, 
| for a man to be a Lunatcke; ſometymes doeing 
his duty, and lometymes, not. Acleare ficneit 
is, of a ſoule in ſubiecion to ſelfewill, to doe 
a thing when the humour ſerues , and after- 
ward, vpon mere humour, to lett it alone, And 


| Coralniict as {uch men want the abnegatitsr of 


themſelues , they are in fault, both when they 
ceaſe from docing any thing ; and ſoe are 
they aloe , when they doe it ; becauſe 
= live , butt in themſelues. And the pu 
niſhment, which our Lord inflictes vpon 


| theſe men, 1s that _ nee. is not liberal of 
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ge things which haue happened ro men, who | i 
had beene fſlacke in pertorming their 'go0d - 
exerciſes, W hereby you might perceiue, "rhat 
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himſelfe tro them , when they deſire it; becau- » 
ſe they are not liberall of themſelues to him, | 
when he requires it, Wee mult therefore be | 
ſure, to aske pardon, for the little conſtan- 
cy which wee haue vicd, in the ſeruice of our 
Lord; and to reforme our {elues with an entire 
rfanatron into his hands , concerning theſuc= 
celſe of our endeauours , whether they be mo-. 
te, or lellc. | | 
Take courage once to looſe your ſelfe, 
for the loue of our Lord ; obeyng that which 
he commaunds ; and neuer looke, vpon what 
is to follow vpon it, For whether it be drynes, 
or denetion , 1t cannot faile to be a fauour, 
[fince it is ſure to be the pleaſure of our Lord. 
And by how much the more , you ſhall be 
|able to line-tewards the contenting ot him; 
and to be dead rowards the ſeeking of your 
owne contentment, {oe much the more happy 
ſhall you be. Spend nor time at all , in thin- |. 
king whether it were beſt, to accept , or els | 
torefuſe , that buſines, whereof they w rott to 
you , that without doubt-it would be done. For 
this is the ſigne, of a hart not delivered. vp 
to recollection, and which ealily is induced 
to loole the preſent tywe , with care of the 
furure. Forget tt ; and beſcech our Lord, that 
it may not proue atemptation to you; ſince he| | 
knowes your weaknes. 
And live without perplexity , or afflic- 
tion of minde , ſolemnizing ſuch a Feaſt ro 
our Lord, as that your hart 'beeing asked, 
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{ what care 11 hath, it may anſwearcyou, none at 


—— 


all, but onely that 1 may be ſoe happy , 4s to pine 


Ii ibis little rye , to our Lord. All chat ſwarues 


from this, is not ſound, whatſoeuer coplexion 
it may Carry, 

And heere it comes fittly in, to weigh, 
what 1t is , to bee changing from one thing t: an0- 


bur ſlack, and not imployed about that, whes: 


reunto it was called ; which is, 4 contiinatl; mier 


| Courſe with our Lerd ; who lookes vpon it in 
| euery moment of tyme ; and celires it to looke 
deny it ſelfto all that, which is not God. 


God delires to repoſe, and to oiue itreſt; andyet 
the man ooes labourin g heere, and there; and 


ftindereſt, ke maſtencer' into himſelfe, and muſt 


| dyc thereto himſelf ; and that ſo, he ſhall finds 
hi true ſafety, & uſo: and that a c6h taine Sunng 
{hall thenriſe to him, which will diſchargeall 
thoſe former clouds, and ſorrowes , & he thall 


come to vadertingt ecrtaine things , whereof 


” he knowes nothing yer. 

Humility , and Al gence are needfull heere, | 
hor the keeping of ourharts ſhutt vp. Andour| 
Lord dyed for' this , that wee might have| 
Rexaigelaco dye to Gur ſelves for his ſake, & t0| 
keepe our be recolleed. Chriſt our Lotd, | 
be your light. Bur take you heede. of being 


—_ 


dehirouy, 


ns.” bale abhominable man ,-in whoſe hart| 


God tells him, the while, that to the end he may. 


| ther. All thoſe are effes of a heart whiclsiel 


a5 often towardes him ,and to open it (cif toll 
him , becauſe indeede, Tt 1s his owne: and toil. 
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T [if rous to knowe things concerning Mencall | 


e [F[?7ayer , more by ſpeculation, then by practiſe. 
s [for our lord , is the teacher' of Infants , & | 


» 
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n | bſcondit je, & aa, 4 prudentibus ;, he hides both | 
[timſelfe and his ſecrets, fr6tn all ſuch, as arebut | 
| worldly wiſe, TE | 


| 4 Lerter of the Authons to 4a Cauallier 
{lf | Whore hee ſought to carry on c0 the 

ql |  ftate of Religion, 
01 


M4 Heſe oreat fiſhes arehard tobe taken, and 
t| a man had neede make many turnes with | 
oj it them yp and downe the riuer, till they be wea- 
y | (ty, that foe through the little breogth they ha- | 
| bs left, the hooke may quiettly fetch them VP. 
«|| And therefore wee mult got meruaile, if our 
e || lord giue you ſoe many knockes; contradicting 
1]{that which you had formerly in your thought, 
[and deſire; And the cauſe of all I conceiue | 
f []}] without doubt, to be yout owne proper will and | 
indoment: vhich be hard thinges to ſubdue, and 
Rill ate ready to rebell., Wee haue need that our | 
bord Should tire them out, with a multitude of 
lowes , and Should Kill cheth, co the end that 


— IA©..- Nc — 


FO OI er Orr ere TIEN FOE” 4 


» eats is. ation ds 


| 
| 


—_— i... 


| 


| | 


| is he diſcommended, whoe vnderſtandes nor, 
 Ifay not onely the wordes, but the, correGtions | 


| better then 4 piece of clay. Reſolue that tobe the 
| beſt, which is contrary to your owne will. 


"SPIRITVALL * Ep. 7; 
vnderſtand what this curbe nieanes, and theſe 
tokens of reproote , which our Iord shey eg 
you, For as hes prayſed , who 1s an mielligent ſer. 
want, and growes acceptable to our lord thereby : {0 


>. 0: "Wo , ee TOY 


| 


alſo of our lord. 


from your owne opinion , and concert ; and that 
. Omnts ſapientia'tua denoxata ſit , vi fic clames ad 
| Deum , & de neceſſitatibus turs liberet te. That all 
| your wiledome is at a mon plus , and that ſoc 
| crieing outto God , he may deliver you out of 
| your neceſlityes. For what [dolarry 1s morepre- 


owne opinfon? And what mariage is ſoe mon- 
ſtrous, as for a manto be married to his owne 
willz ſuchfearfull and abominable monſters rife 
from hence, as that they precipitate him who 
breeds them into the very bottomles pit of i;ell. 
If you beleiue not rfie, doe bur take order, that 
a man may notfollow his owne opimion , and not 
loue his ownewill, and then I will vndertake, 
that there shalbe noe hell for him, You muſt | 
therefore offer your ſelfe , as a piece of clay, 


lay thatto him, which is writen Fifor neſter es, 
nos vero lutum. Thou art our framer, and we are not 


ee 


For ſoill affected is our Will, that for the 6nely 


You muſt conceiue , that there is nothing, | 
which importes you ſoe much, as tobe vntyed | 


tudiciall, then that a man should relye vpon his| 


into the handes of that ſoucraigne Potter ; and | 
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may ſafely, apprehend , and doubt , tha it is | 
what confidence can he then repoſe therein, 


wherein Godguides you for you shall becalled 
1040 account thereof; And whenyou hauelear- 


[reaton , Way a thing is much delired , a man \ 


not good. For that whichpleaſerh it , is ill; & | 


Haue great care to conſider , of the way, | 


nedthis ſcience, you shalbe wiſe, in the ſight of 
God, You muſt be enamoured of nothing vn- 
der heauen (how pretious ſoeuer it may feeme; 
but onely with ſeeking the good. pleaſure of 
(God, And if it should ſoe happen : that we 


should obraine noe part of that which we par- 


all the riches both of this world, and ofheauen, 
for Godis pleaſed thereby :and the contentmer 
of God, is God himſelf: and he who loues it, lo- | 
ues God, and he who profeſles it profeſles God. i 

Concerning thoſe coplaintes, which youare 


you haue reaſon; ſince you are a man, and not 


{elfe; for by this meanes the reproofe which our 


[deſeech our lord giue vs light from heauen, 
where withto ſcetheſe two Abyſſes, whichare 


making againſt y OUL ſelf, I well beleiue 5 chat | 
yetin heauen. And you doe wellto reproue your | 


you ; which reproofe of his , would be fare” 


[greater, thE we know how to imagine. For who || 
canreach to ynderſtand eythet the riches of rhe |, 
[g00dnes of God, or our faultes, and miſeries 2.1 | 
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[ticularly ſought: yet that very thing it ſelf, is | 
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foe different; that ſoeche ſight-of, out; wicked*.'}; 
neſſe diſmay ys not but that we maybe c6forted- | 
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| beſides the danyer of ſuch as are to come. 


= | 


|\miſcrable thing, which-is called Our felzes ;nor 


| tolerate i it, and wikedneve to conduG andeure || 


; bein 


| v8. And yet thetriiper of the digine goodnes, if | 
| ſoundes this out in our cares: - that Dan goes Il | 


[ any fault of his ; and tharthe poore people, who 
| were neck! debt , and fuch as were 11 ar 


| ues to hin, Bleſſed be'oar lord leſws , Ameni| 


25 wie are? In” his handes, But that which s is 


by —_ vpon the goodnes of our lord, 
For vert the ſtouteſt gallant vpon earth 
might ſay well enough, Cor mewns derel:quit me, iſ || 
| My bart hab failed me , to ſee ſoe many debts | | 
incurred by himſelfe, both paſt, and reelcht 


L know tiot what we Should doe with this 


why we will take Onr ſelues fox our owne, or 
ſtand charged with doeing what we liſt. Le; 
vs give ittto him , who will haue goodnes to| 


it. And certainely our lord would thereby vn-| 
dergoe the weight, asa man ray ſay, ofa heauy| 
end vnſufferable burden , if his loue were not| 
incomprehenſible. It is a | great help rowardes ſl | 
our denyeing of our ſelues, when we conſider 
that we are our owne eriemies : and our very| 
o ſoe rmiſcrable , may well ſerue to keepe| 
vs from being ſo-.couerons, to enioy our ſelues;| 
and to make vs caſt our ſelues away , and-tur-\f 


ine our {clues our of houſe; wharſoener ir colt i | 


forth into the field, as being pesſecuted without 


ouish, and bitrexnes of heart , joyned themſcl| 
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who! 13 ſvexich, and patient in ooodnes ; that 
his father chonglit fit to truſt ſuch poore sheepe 
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dl | lamentable, is, that weare foe blinde withall, 
that he, begging that we will be his, and bin- 
ding himſelfe to be ours ypon that condition, 
yet woe woe be to vs) welſkill reſolue ts ſeeke, 
Que noſtra ſunt , non que leſu Chriſit. Thoſe thinges 
which are our owne , and not theſe things of Chriſt 
or lord, And we will needespoſſeſle our ſelues: 
till , without any reaſon at all , bur onely 
through blinde affe&ton , and without once 
| reſoluing to trye, how ſweet, how juſt, and: 
how profitable a thing it is, to belong enti- 
{rely to Chriſt our lord : and to walke ja the 
| way of this holy will, Chriſt our lord ove. 
| you lighe in all , Amen : 2nd be wholy with 
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| A Letter of the Authour to 4 great n man, 


his freind who entred into the ſtate. 
of Religion in the Sociery 


Y I Chet 


| Hons viderſtood of the chaunge wicd 
| ou haye made, have giuen many thankes 
troth © hate bounty of ourlord, who hath 
ſo earneſtly taught you, ſoe mercifully found 
| you, andfſo powerfully conducted you thither, | 
where without any impediment of other cm-| 
ploymets, you may preſent him with your who- 
le hart, for a quiet 8 peaceable habitation, whe- 
ceinhe may conuerſe, and takedelight,as he vies 
to doe with his ele. Theſe are not fleight fa- 
| yours ; nor muſt wee paſſe them ouer , without 
particular acknowledgment, and graticr:de. For 
this, I hould to be that ſacrifice, which our lord 
expreſlely requires, 1nrecompence of his fauours 
and for want thereof, he hath deprived ve- 
ry many , of thoſe which formerly he had im-: 


__h— 


_—_— 


| parted, 
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_ muCc h more, e,mulſt ſt you: hauea c care of this, 
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| And therefore, as our lord hath not performed 


| ftrare vpon'rhe ground, acknowledging your 


—_— 


| ſuch a fauour as this : to ſec himſelfe preuented 
' doubt had beene, whether God's mercy,or our 
bappilly ouercome. And not being contented 
to ſend vs meſſengers, both within, andfrom | 


 withour'\, hirſelfe rakes ys by the hand, like 


| danger , vp the hill, where wee may be ſaued. 
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dangers which threatened you, by reaſon of the | 
greatenes of your perſon, & the many imploy- | 
ments which accompanyed you, in the world, 


aleſſeat, in giuing you light, that ſo leauing | 
all things, you may goein purſuit of him, then | 
:edid, infauour, of thethree Mizi, whome he | 
enabled by a tary, to doe the ſame: you muſt bee 
{ure,to adore God, & to ſpread your ſelf all pro- 
 2wne nothing , before that high Maielty,and gi- | 
uing him thankes , from, the' very bottome of | 
your hart, for the fauouir you haue receined:and | 
offering your ſelf as an' cuerlaſting preſent to | 


me I eſteemed it nor for oneof theleaſt , that he 
bath vourchfafed to ſeeke the loft childe and that 
he hath placed him,in the rancke of them , who 
are moſt honoured in his houſe and all this, 


through his owne onely goodnes, = | 


« What hart isthere in the world , which would | 


not melt into tendernes, by the cofideration of 
by ſuch a hand , and fo as if the queſtion, and 


miſery should preuaile: but he hath mightily, 8& 


another Lott : and drawes vs out oftheplace'of | 


2s the fauour was greater * through the great | 


bim, whoſe you are . by ſo many Titles. As for | 
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| Doe not you forget this goemng out of Eg ypt 5 for 


itisa certaine thing , where many wonderfull 
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of ours , is not obtayned for ys , but by the 
thedding of the bloud of the lambe , which 
hath cryed out, before the Father, with de(i- 
re.that it may bee applyed to our ſoules, 
Cleanſing them from all earthly appetites, and: 
conſecrating them wholly , to the delire of 
his divine love.. Chriſt, our Lord hath beene 
| heard, whileſt hewas praying for you, as wee 


4” 


. ; a F ; Bb 
make it pretioxs; and that. it may bee ſett and 
 worne in the head of Chriſt our Lord , as a 


G } | + 3 {JG % | 
| that warre, and heeconquered therein ; for he 


fruite of thoſe, great afflictions, , which hee 
endured , for the good of ſoules. Great was 
giues ſoules to his Father,, who may runne 
after him , and adore him; vt, vischs manbus 
poſt illum currant.. _ —_ 
Prepare your ſelfe to receiue our. Lord, 
fince you are redeemed by him : you are al- 
ready belonging .to him : you are the ſpeyles 
of his yictory , a piece of lande you are, 
which is come $o him by lott , that he may} 
cultivate, and water it, and make itfruitfull. | 
O how happy arc you, if you can but yalew 
your owne happynes , and conſider from 


ceeded, Beſeech him , that ſince he hath 
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things of God are fecne. And this departure| 
may very well beletne ; Giving this ſtone to] 


| his Father , thatſo ,of vilde, and haſe, he may} 


whome , 'and through whome , it hath 199: | 


done YOU ſog much f auour £ without all de- 


+ 


[ouſt ; and deſiring thathe will diſpoſe of you, 
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ſert of yours ; his goodnes , may neuer per- 
[mitt, that your hart ſhould ſerueany but him; 
nor your eyes behould any other beauty , then 
[the beauty of God, wha hath beene ſo good 
to you, A great burden it 1s , which herein, | 
[they haug Layd ypon you ; in exchaunge of 
thoſe many other burdens , whereof they 
haue eaſed you, For now, you are growue a | 
dcepe. debtor , of a molt profound, internall 


a 


oue ; and of diligent ſervice, to that Lord, | 


who hath eaſed you of allthoſe other obliga- 
tions ; and>given Jou the ſpeede y of 4 flag whe» 
rewith to 1 unne in-bis wayes, Thinke you vpon 
[this , and bee thankfull for this. And. lince | 


you are as poore , towards paying , as you | 
were ynyorthy towards receiuing ; you ſhall 

[make an a& of renounciation of all your 
[goods , into the hands of our Lord. Beſee- 


ching him, that he will accept you all, forhis; | 
[and ſoe take you ypon his-owne accompr,, to | 


ſerue himſelfe of you , according to bis owne 


as {hall pleaſe him beſt, . *.: 


—w . 


1 beleiue , I haue already ſayd too much, 
to.a foulexo which our Lord.is already ſpea« 
King, For to ſuch ſoules:, all: bumane di(- 


awd it- hath-reafon $0 þe foe: But the. ioy,, 
waich , in our Lord , I haveconcciued; and 
the commandment which you ſent, that 1 


ſhould write , liaue beene the reafons. of this | 


courſe is accounted tedious, and troubleſome, |} 


letter, I beſeech that ſoucraines goodnes, 
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| which hath already vouchſafed you ſoe much 
| fauour, that, to his owne eternall glory, hee 


may - finish the good worke which it hath 
oegunne, | 49% | 
You ſee in what fashion Tam talking toyoy, 


I haue layd aſide thoſe Titles of honour , and 


rancke , which, according to the ſtile of the 
world, ( now forſaken by you ) belonged tg 
your quality. And I write, as to one, who i; 
already eſtranged wholly from the world ;-and 
in ſoe playne a manner, as is conuenient to x 
domeſtick ſeruant of Chriſt our lord, and as is 
firrfor the ſnſ{irure whereof you are. And fince 


your ſelfe deſired it, and I haue obeyed you in 


1t; be carefull, that, now when you have ab. 


norred the T ytles of this world , you may alſo} 


 abhorre the affections thereof ; and that now 
' you may paſſe wholly on, into that age , (46 
| 145 pater Chriſtus eſt, whoſe father is Chriſt our 
| lord, Which. conſiſts not foe much , in whe- 
{ ther the time , be-preſent or future , as itt doth 
in Spiritt , which cometh after flesh, For as 
the Apoſtle ſaith , nor prize quod ſpirituale, 


ſed quod animale , That is not firſt which is ſpi- 
rituall ; but that which 4s animal. And there- 
fore the ſpirituall is called , ſecalurs futurum 4 


 Soe much the more care-muſt you take of 
this, as it will be more:hard for you , to\ 
doe it, ſince he who hath moſt to leaue, doth 
it with moſt difficulty. And the man who! 


Ep. 28, | | . 


ai 


A - EPI 
-b |] thath moſt impediments, 1s leaſt able to runne 
lightly away. And this is the good which 
they gett , who are the great men of this 
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{little ſtocke , but yet with giuing thankes 
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world , though they come not toknowe it, 
till they putt themſelues to runne, after'others, 
who are before them, And then the faſter 
he runnes , the more he ſhall fcele- it. And 
by his owne experience, he will be able to vn- 
beguild him{clfe,in that which the world belei- 
ues. Namely, t174t it 85 better ta begreat,then meane, 
and poore. And foe I beleiue, it hath happened 
to you, if indeede you. haue begun to follow 
Chriſt our Lord; orat leaſt will finde it, when 
you ſhall begin, 


| Thething which muſt comfortyou herein, 
[is this, That , fince our Lord youchſafed to 


take you for his ſeruant, when you were molt 
vntoward, & yncapable thereof, hee will giue 
you greater ſtrength, wherewith to ſerue him 
now, then hee would have giuen to another, 
who had not beene ſoe incapable, And foe 
muſt you repreſent your ſelfe before our Lord, 
who hath called , and accepted you ; beſce- 
cling him , that howfoeuer it may putt you 
to more payne, and ſhame, he will yet beſtow 
that vpon you, whereby you may ſerue him 
much , ſince you owe him much, And con- 
lider your ſelfe , aS a perſon who bringes bur 
halfe that mear.es , wherewith to negotiate 
this buſines , Which another bringes, And 
bege pardon, for ill employing even your 
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vnworthy of ſuch a place , there may grow 
from thence, a due renerence to all your 
| neighbours; carrying them vpon the toppeof 
your heade, and doeing for them, asany flaue 
would doe for hislord, conſidering how mer. 
| cifully Chriſt out lord , harh donethe ſameto 
you, you may haue'good hope , to proue well 

inyour great buſtnes, if you obtainethat know. 
|ledge of your ſelfe, whereof I haue ſpoken, And 


{then shall you ſpend your life happily , when| 


[you hould euery daye thereof , to be the [alt 
Chriſt our Lord-bee 'with you. Amen, 
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ng Wy. Lerrer of the Authour , to ſome Dj- 
oe ſciples which be had in the 
Wn | Cury of EZija. 


ueſſſ T HE peaceofour LordTeſus Chriſt be euer | 
with you Amen, Since I parted from yout 
toſſſſ [preſence , I haue cuer hadyouall preſent with. 
ell|}me, in my "OY , for the loue I beare you, 
w-|ſ| [permits me not to doe otherwiſe, Giue your ſel- | 
nd[ÞÞ {ues {till ro God, ſince you once gaue your {clues 
enſfl [tohim, and I wasa witnes thereof, nor will I 
it,1|0 [by any meanes, that you repent the hauing offs. 
. | [r<d yourſclues to him, fince hee offered himfelfe 
II jrodeath for you. You shall be ſureto haue bat- 
tailles, and thoſe sharp enough: for our enemies 
ae in great multitude, and full of rage. Bee not 
[therefore negligent , for if you be, you are in-| 
ſtantly vndone. If they who watch beſt, haue | 
evough to doe, ro defend themſelues ; what doe| 
{you thin ke will become of wrechleſle perſons, | 
but that they should entirely bee ouercome? 
Remember that the dflir which finnepre- 
ſents is ſmall, filthy, and shorte; and the ſorrow 
which it leaues behinde. is very great, andthe'|. 
miſery which growes to ysthereby,is incompa- | 
rably greater, What ſorrow ( how great ſoeuer | 
It be | can equal that which wee ought to con- 
cciue, vpon our loſſe of Almighty God? O miſe- 
[ty , which should make vs tremble, even in 
[bearing irnamed! For if we delight in finne, we | 


- 
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| ſhall haue noe part in God, Let vs therefore 
conſider, how weliue, for we {hall ſhortly be] 
led before the Throne of God , to giue account 


| nor the vanitie of the wox1d, nor the ſubtiiiry 


Chriſt our Lord, vpon the Croſſe; and we ſhall 
| ſee him tormented in his body ,& diſhoncured| 

by the world, & that ſoc he ſubdued the deuill,| 

Whocuer looked towards Chriſt our Lord, 
and was decciued 2 Infallibly there was never 
any, Let vs therefore neuer draw our eyes of 
from him ;vnleſſe we meane to turne blinde, 


loue ſoe little ; as that, although he died for vs, 
we cannot find in our harts, ſoe much asto bee 
looking towards him, For he dicd for this, that 
wee by looking vp.co him , might ftriue to dye 
to our finnes, Let therefore our ould man die in 


uiour , dicd for vs ypon the Croſſe, Let vs ap- 
proach towards his wounds; for by his, wee 
ſhall be cured of ours, And if wee thinke it a 


much more hard, and beauy for his ſoule to 
partfrom his body, when hedied, to the end 
that wee might euer liue, and 
Letys therefore goe onapace,8& take hart to 
follow ſuch a captaine as this ;who leades vs 
the way.not onely in dveing , but in ſuffering Let 
vs:crucifye our fleſh with him, that now wee 


of our ſelues. Let not the vncleanes of thefleſh, | 


' may noe longer liue according to thedefires of 


- 

: 
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\ 


of the deuil , deceiue vs, But let vs behould| 


Let it never ſeemeto him , that wee valew his| 


vs, fince our new man, who is Chriſt our Sa-| 


heauy thing, to part from our finnes; it was| 
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[eſe bur of the ſpiir. If the world ſhall per- 


| fda 
[ries,as deligarfull to our harts, as any mulicke 


[love of thine? and how truly doth it couert all 


Aa, WA... A 


ſecure vs, 1et vs goe hide ourſelues in his holy 
woundes; andthere wee ſhall finde thoſe iniu- | 


«-{weete to the eare. Andſocrude ſtones will 


pallaces; and death it ſelfe , willbeconuerted 
into life, O Ieſus Chriſt, and how {trong is that ! 


things to our goodas $. Pauleſaith ; Infallibly 
that man ſhal never die of hunger, who isfed 
by chis loue of thine, He ſhall feele noe naked- 
nes, he ſhall never finde want of any thing, 
which this world can giue. For , poſleſſing 
God by loue, noe good thing can be wanting | 
to him, | | 
Let vs therefore, O my beloued brethren, 
be taken with a great defire of gocing to ſce 
this viſion , of the bush , which burnes and yet 1s 


God, ſuffer iniuries, and yer feele them not: 
bow in the middeſt of hunger, they are full 
ted; how they are caſt of by tae world and yer 


faulted by the fire of fleſhly appetites, and yer 


they ſceme poore , and they are rich, They 


\{ſeme deformed , but they are full of beauty, | 
They ſeeme ſtraungers, but they are citizens., 


[The y arenot knowneto men, but they are fa- 


he to v5, a5 pretious Iewels; and priſons, will be] 


nt conſumed, That is', how they who loue ' 


aflit not themſelues thereat, how they areaſ* } 


they are not ſcortched by it. They aregroaden | 
[ynder foote', and yet they ſtand faſt ypright; | 


ee OE 
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miliarly acquai nted w ith. Alinighty God, All 
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| | this, and more,is bro ught co paſle, by the noble 


Loue of our lordTefus Chrift inthe hart where 
it is lodged, But noe man can arrive ynto 


of ſelfelove, Forthis is the root of death, is the 
loue of God, is the cauſe of liſe, A life, which 
is ſpiricuall & holy,admirts to weare noe chees, 

that is to ſay noe deſires of ſ{elfeloue, He who 
loues Chriſt aur Lord, muſt abhorre himſelfe, 
| He who willnot becruell to Chrift our Lord, 


lett him not be cGpaſſionate to himſelſe, They 


| who dandle themſclues , ſhew vnkindnes to 
| Chriſt our Lord, and they who take ſoe much 


care of themſelues cannot make God their 
| buſinetle; = | 

Let ys therefore giue', out Alt that which 
| we are( which God Knowes is but a little All) | 
for that other great All; which is Almighty 


— _—y 


owne proper will , and let vs betake our ſelues 


| with diligence, to follow the will of God, Let 


vs eſteeme all things as meer dung, that ſoe wee 
may poſſeſſe that pretions pearle, which is Chriſt 


to embrace diſhonour, & labour, 
Infallibly , he ſhall neuer finde himſelfe de- 


But when God ſhall come with his Saints, and 
| ſhall come to reward euery one according to 
his workes , then 
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God, Let vs giue ouer the following of our | 


11 that ippeare t0 haue 
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this ; vnleſle he pat of his shoes , thar is to ſay, | 
his vamortfeed affeftions , which ſpring vp out 


—.. . 


our Lord. And to the end tliat we may ſee him, ||| 
in his beauty and glory ; let vs heere be content ||} 


ceiued., who makes ſuch an exchaunge asthis. ||| 
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| ypon thoſe thrones which were prepared for | 
[then from all eternity ; and whenin ſociety of 


| their ioy be, who shall behould the king in bis beauty, 


— 


[| brightnes of the ſunne it ſelfe is:diret downe; 
| tight darknes; & the y ery ro PP of other delights; | 


| nay not reckon vp euety particular thing by ir 
{felfe)in compariſon of this beauty, all thethings 
I} of the whole world put together axenotto be 
[jEltcenied for any thing at all; neither are they any | 
I \thing in very deede. O eternall God, thou who 


|thinges; and when $hall that day arriue,wherein 


|happy,thar noe one of them $ball bee without 
{| eucnregorging, through his being ſoe full of 
I' that pretious liquour, and that ſoueraigne Balſa- | 


all che quires of Angels they shall ſing prayſesto 
their Lord , and their God? O how greatwill 


In the contemplation whereof, the will be foe 


maw,w hich created all good thinges, In compa- 
tiſon of this, all beauty is deformity: & the very 


tthe very bitrernes of gall, And,infine, ( that 1 | 


q 


art all thinges, arid yet who art none of theſe 


\we may bee ſoe happy as to ſeerthee? whenis 
this earthen pott to becracked, which shursvs 
pp ; from enioying ſoe great a good, When 
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| Shall theeſe chaines be broken , which hinder vs | |= 


| from flying vppto thee, who art the true repoſe, | iuh 
| of such, as ate to repole indeede.? Let ys nor, 4 
| INY Brethren, looke any other way but onely yp. 4s 1 

pon Almighty God, Let vs call ypon him, in [1et 
our harts, and let vs keepe himcloſe imbraced " 


| by vs: that ſoe hee may neuer part from ys, For | | 
| woe betovs, wretched thinges; what shall wee Ms 


| Bi _ I 
be able to doe, withour him, but onely toturne || 8 
| againe into our nothing, Let vs, now atlaſt, caſt | C 


| this world behinde vs, which yet, wee carry \ 


wl 
before our eyes; and let vs.at laſt deginnto trye, E: 
how {weete our Lord is, Let ysrunn after him, 'N 


who came running downe towards vs; from |F, 
heauen it ſelfe, that he might carry vs thither. | . 
| Let vs goeto him , who calsvs; and whodoth || 
it with ſoc much love, from the topp of that | F 
Croſſe; with his flesh all torne , andeuen as it l, | 
were broyled with the fire of loue, ro the end F 
thatic might be more ſauoury to our taſte, O 
chat we might feedethercon 2 O that we might |I|- 
| euen conſume thereby 2 O that we wereall traſ- | « 
formed? O that wee could growe, to be one, in 
and the {elf-{ame ſp:ritt with God, | 
Who is he that detaines vs 2 whois hethat f 
hinders vs? whois hee that deceaues vs foe, as ||| 


2 1 

that wee cannot perſwade our ſelues to draw 
; | th 

neare to God? If it bee our goods, let yscaſt them |} * 
away, ifthey be in our power; if they bee not, | 9 


| let vs keepe them, though onely as foe much |N;, 
' |] dunge, which may bee layd vp with diligence, 
| for-good vſes : bur yet {till withour avy Joue 
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| Pale lets vs Know , that wee muſt bhaue wifes, 
Is if wee had them not, If it be our children 
"| {et vs loue them , but for the loue of God. 
And let vs cuen out of water hee able to 
kindle a fire , whereby all that may be burnt 
Iypp , which ſhall pretend todeuide vs from 
[Almighty God, Let the teares of greife walh, 
ys; and the fire of loue conſume ys , and ſoc 
| [wee ſhall growe to be thoſe holy creatures 
which were offered vpp to God with fire, 
| Oeternall God, whoe c6ſumeſt our couldnes; 
jand how-{weetly, doeſt thou burne , and how 
| dearely doeſt thou inflame , and how delight- 


* | fully doeſt thou conſume vs? O that wee ail | 


K [might altogether burne with thee? Then would 
, all our powers Cry out, and ſay: O Lord who is like to 
: | thee, and yet loues theenot , 154 lyar. Lett vs there- 
foreloue thee, and let vs alſoe knowe thee, 
- |[[fince loue growes fromthat knowledge, And 


afterward make vs able to poſlefle thee; fin- 


Bat all to the thing it ſelfe, 7 ic be our waes , 5.\ 
| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


i 


thee 2 For whoſoeuer bee bee , that ſayth be knowe- | 


—_——. 


: | foe let vs employ our ſclues, in pray{ing thee; 
7 || pnce all the powers of the beauens confeſſe and prayſe 
n [8 lee, for God Trine and One, the infinit king, 
- wiſe, powerfull , good, and beautifull, the 
; [| pardoner of them who are conuerted towards 


[ce they who poſleſle thee, are foe rich, and 
|poſleſſing thee , let vs be poſleſſed by thee,and 


(thee, & the vphoulder of them who approach 
[tothee; & theglorifier of them who ſerue thee; | 


Cthat God, of whoſe perfeis thereis noe end. 
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For thou ſurpaſleſt all tovgues, and all vnder. 
| ſtandings ; and thou art onely knownein per.ſþ | 


', 


| fection, by thy ſelfe. To the bee glory, throughlſſ 
rhe eternities of all etcrnities. Amen, 


Letter of the Authonr , to a Canallier , who well 
20 fludy at Salamanca , where they made bin 
Rector of the Vniuerlity. Hee shewes , that ini 
the buſines of ſerning our Lord, faynt deſires ar 
not fufficient , but there muſt bee deeds. Hee alli 
Shewes the hurts , which multiplicity of buſmeff 
brings , to ſuch as are but beginning to ſerif 


God. 


Pray God , that both your goeing to that 


Vniverſitie ,your aboad there , and your re- 
tourne from thence, may be happy toyou: you 
| kn 
| Chriſt our Lord, it is not enough to hauecer: 
| taine faint deſires, but they mult be accomp#ſi 
nied with ſolide workes; and ſometimes with 
ſ:veat, euen as it were of bloud. And I muct 
feare , leaſt the difficulty of the way, ſhould 
fright you, and leaſt you might grow to look 
the ſweete of the kirnell, becauſe the skinnd, 

and ſhell, is bitter, The gate 55 ftraite , whereby Wt 
muſt enter into the way of God, but after wee att 
| entered, wee finde that to be true by experiet- 

ce which is written. Dncam te ver [ematas £487; 


owe already, that inthis affaire of ſeruing 
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F- 
| tatis, qnas cum mereſſus {uer1s 10N ar wflabuntur greſ- 
[ſue tur, { will leade thee, by the wayes of equity ; into 
| which when thou shalt bee entred , thy pacessall not 
|beefbraitned. And then a man findes, that the 


 |them who are in teares, and cures them who | 


(though noe other comfort did ſucceede it ) 
| which is endured by vs, becauſe wee hould the 
|ſandart of Chriſt our Lord vpright, reſoluing 
|rather toendure the ſharpe blow es of cempta- 

tion 


'[de knowledge of our miſery ; crying out from 
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| 


yoke of Chriſt is not heauy to him , ſince he 
reaches not his had to them, who haye ſuffered 
temptations for his ſake : and he comforts 


| 


haue broken harts. A ha zppy affliction isthat 


, then to entoy anill Ps and to haue 
warre with God. 

You muſt humble your {elfe much before 
our Lord, and lament your owne miſery,in the 
light of his mercy. For there is not meanes, 
whereby any good may come to ys, bur onely 
by the fauour of heauen. And there is noe way 
to og this fauour, but onely the profoun- 


theyery bottome of our harts to that lord ,who 
dwells on high ; and drives not ſuch verſons 
from him as are ouerwrought with the bur- 
den of their miſcries; and who eucn {welt, in 
thelake | (asthePropher [eremy, ſaith ) with a 
weighty ſtone ypon their backs. 

I like well, that you reſolue to make ac- 
quaintance with thoſe Fathers, For that good 


| 


Opinion which they of your Citty doe now 
conceive of them, that haue I conceiued long 


| 


Att. 


- | _ __— 


— | * 
: 


PI 


YC IEICE - Dd 
nM fits. a. 


'SPIRITVAL 


—— — 


—_— 


| 


{ 


| 


y 


a. 


agoe, Onely you are to looke, that the good 
example which you ſee inothers, may not be 
vnproftavle to you, And I beſeech our Lord, 
tiiat he will be pleaſed tolett mce paſlea little 
that away, thoughit be but to giue content. 
ment to you. : 

The excuſe which you make, for having 
accepted the Reforship of the Vninerſitie , is iuſt, 
lince you were aduiſed to it by perſons foe 


| well qualifyed , and foe many as thatthey did 


cuen oblige you to it, But I beſcech you Sir, 
be not negligent, now that you are putt to ſea; 
{ince it was not without cauſe, that you feared, 
euen ſoe much as toimbarke yourſelf, For my 
| parte, Iamfull of thought, leaſt our adverſary 


| haue traced out this courſe, ſoe to hinder your 


proceeding,inthe way toGod, which you were 


{ taking, For many imployments ( though cuen 


about good things ) thould not be committed, 
to young beginners; becauſe they vſe, to trou- 


things in orer which concerne them(elues, 


| And ſoe our Aduerſary hath done much hurt 


to many, by this meanes , and brqught them to 
the paſſe of ſome poore little ſwallow , which 


{ goes forth to fly before ſhe is well in ſtrength; 


and then hauing not power, to proſzcute her 
flight vp aloft, nor yet to retourne to her neſt 
from which $she went, shee falls downe into 
the hands of boyes; and they play with her a 
while, and then kill her. 
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bleſich perſons , as haue not yet {ett all thoſe} 


| | This buſines is oe much the more ſubtile, &\ 
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[perplexed,asit comes cloaked with good zeale. 
And new beginners, mult be watchfull inthis | 
caſe, little lefſe then they would be, when there. 
werequeltion of theire comitting a {1nne, For. 


if there be any true zeale in them, it is fitt that 


les. I deſire that you will conceiue a very great 
feare,& cate,in thoſe things, which may ſeeme. 


tions; nor conceiue, that you are there, for that 


nichment of your owne {finnes. And if your 
hart offer to giue you, that you shall doe great 
matters inthis Office; beleiue it not; but rather 


| lay it proſtrate before our Lord, with feare; be- 


ſeeching him to keepe it (till, & that he permite 
you not to looſe the little, which he hath giuen 
you , of the knowledge of himſelf. And it yet 
Indeede , you muſt execute any thing , let it 


[ not be till firſt, you haue recommended it 


earneſtly to our lord ; and let it not be of that 
nature, ( through the difficulty thereof ) as 
thatyou muſt probably thinke, itis like to colt 


| your minde much vnquietnes; andintheend, | 
| that the profitt will be yncertaine, Some other 


man may doe thoſe things, or els your ſeif, at 


firſt they be zealous of their owne good. And. 
zeale of others, which wants zcale of a man's. 
& | elf, hath beene the fearfull ruineof many ſon- | 


-00d, to you, For in ſuch caſes is thoſe, doth 
that dewill, who.is called Merid:an,deceiue them 
| athish noone, whome he was not able to decci- 
ue, inexprefſedarknes, Anddoe not precipitate 
[your ſelf, ypon the making of great reforma- | 


purpoſe, bur rather feare,leaſtit be for the pu- 
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iſomeother time. But now looke you into your 
owne ſoule, confider your wayes well, and di. 
re& your feete rightly in them. And becauſe 
| you hane little aple im your lampe , anſweare them 
thus who ſhall defire oyle of you , Ne forts non 
ſufficiat nobis, 7 vobis, I can ſpare you none , for 
perbaps there 1s not enough , for vs both. And with 
this religious feare, euen in thoſe things which 
are good; and with calling ypon our Lord 
\from your hart , and with plying Pop ſtudy 
hard, you may perhaps goe through this dan- | 


5 TI 


| gerous paſſages, without harme, I beſeech 
Chriſt, by the meritt of his bloye , , tograunt 
Meck this Favonr. Amen, 
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| { Letter of the Authour to & lady, wherein he tells | 


| ber that of all thoſe thinzs whith 4 body might 
chooſe for the ſerurce of God , the ſuffering for hu 
lone is the moſt high and ſafe. 


f Adam, In this ſo greate haſt which our 
1VL life is making toleane vs, it is but reaſon 
that we make election of that , which may be 
beſt for our addrefle in the ſeruice of Chriſt our 
lord; and to pur it in practiſe , with diligence, 
[leaſt ocherwiſe , we may haue cauſe to repent 
our ſelues, for not hauing beene fairhfull ſer- 
uants to that lord, whoe hath beene ſo faithful] 
tovs, and at whoſe hands wee expedct that hee 
will be ſoe ſtill, There are many things in this 
life, wherevpon we may caſt our eyes ; ſince 
God hath giuen vs libertie : that ſoe we may 
lay hould either vpon this, or that. But amongſt 
loe many , whats hall wee chooſe? Shall it pa- 
raduenture be pleaſures , which paſſe away like 
[moake, and which leaues ten tymes as much 
affliction behinde them as they brought delight? 
Orshallir perhapps bethe dung of riches, which 
ls wont to blinde the eyes of the owners, and 
which makes the entrance into heauens gate, 
foe hard > Madam , there is noe looking to- 


wards any thinge of this life with hope that it 


will make one happy. For though aman poſleſ- 
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ledthem all , they would ſerue him but for an | 
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| afiliction of ſpirit, and for an impedimen: to 


his proceeding andin fine, tis vanitie of vani. 
ies : and all vanitie, | 

Happy therefore is hee, who remoues his 
eyes, from that which makes ſuch haſte ropaſ. 
ſe away and who placesthem ypon that, which 
neuer ends , and where delight is pure , and 
true, becauſcit is taken in truth it felfe , which 


| is God, And where the treaſures are certaine, 
] fince they all conſiſt in enioying him , who 
alone, ſuffices ro enrich his 


| polleflors with in- 
eſtimable beatitude. FO Rs 

| Bat now to the ſeruice , of this God, 
there are many ſeuerall wayes and ſome car- 


ry an affection to one , and ſometo another, | 


euery one according to his inclination. Some 
like the actiue life , and others the contempla- 
tive. Some excell in abſtinence , others ſett vp 
their reſt ypon Chaſtitie, And ſoe wee ſee, 
that diuers Saints have flourished, with ſeue- 


rall vertues, and guifts of God, But Madam, 


amongſt all the things of this world, wherein 
our lord. may bee pleaſed by vs, ler vs make 
choiſe of ſuffering for his-loue : for this is both 
moſt high , and moſt ſafe. And this did the 
Maiſter of truth, whoe is Chriſt our lord, teach 
vs, when coming into the world , he princi- 
pally exerciſed himſelfeinthis, and to this, he 
hath inuited ys, This is a pointe of ſecuritie, 


| andnot athinge made of duſt, or ſtrawe. For 


it is not of conformitie with our ſenſualli- 


p _ a ” 


[Guour well in our mouthes ; and he alone is 


[ring what they ſuffer aually , or els fore- 
[ſecing what they are to fuffer ,” are frighted, 
12nd would not onely ſuffer it but not ſoc 
[much as ſee it. Bur God-commaunded, that he 
should returne ro that , from which he had 


the voice of God, founde in thoſe hands, 


[n0e more now a ſerpent , to bice him , but a 


an 0 


the lone of Teſs , is able to make affliction 
ſuficient to make vs encounter , and embra- 


ce that , which of it ſelfe is vnpleaſant , and | 
drives men from it, 


oanne to flye : but that men , who conſide- 


fle>, and not onely returne, towards it, but 
to take it yp into his hand, And he, obeying 


taffe to ſupport him, Thus doth it dayly hap- 


pen to men , who 1a their afflictions obeying 


fthe will of our lord who ſends them, and ta- 


|takino -2uld of the occaſions which are offe- | 


{ning , butr comfort , and ſupport , and 


king them into-their hands , that is to ſay, | 


red, and accepting them with obedience, that 
they finde noe ſuch diſcomfort , or diſquier, 
51s wont to weary the {oule with corhplay- 


ſtrength : Confiding , that ſince God ſendes 
them tribulations , he will place himlſclfe] 
ncere about them , according to his promiſe: 
and that he lodges his loue in them , fince he 


| SPFIST E S. * Ep. 4. 315 | 
\tie , but of contrarietie therevnto. And onely. 
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Whar did it ſignifie that Moyſes ſeeing a |nx94.4 
{ſerpent before him, grew into feare. and be- 


y 
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| treates them like his beloued children, aad a; 
he hath treated as many freindes as cuer he hath 
had, in this world, | 

Tous doth tribulation breede patience and patien. 
| ce, 1s the proofe of that loxe, and faith , which 
we haue in Chriſt our lord, And this patren 
workes hope , becauſe God hath promiſed tf | 
make them participate of his glory , whoe arg 
participant of his Croſſe. And thus doth tribula, 
tion turne into a ſtaye, and ſafe to our weake. il 
nes", becauſe it makes vs confide in our lord} 
more and more z andirt takes from vs that kind 
{of vaquietnes and complayning ; which , aff 
Ction , was formerly wont to giue vs, like 
kinde of ſeruanr. Be you therefore well aduiſcd i 
by making choice, of that whichis pleaſing to 
God , and be not one of them ; whome the 
Apoſtle S. Paule reprehends ſaying. It wasrew- 
» ſon that you should haue growne greate ſpiri 
> tuall Maiſters, after ſoc long a tyme, wherein | 
> you had (erued God; and yet you ſtill continue 
> but very babes , whoe haue neede of new in-iſ 
» ſtruction , in the principles of thoſe things 
| which concerne God , and you are rather fit 


bl 


9 


'toſucke milke , then to cate the breade with 


| 


'the cruſt , which is the foode of ſuch as are} * 
growne ſtronge. n 

Madam, you muſt conſider, that that ſchol-| 
ler doth not pleaſe his Maiſter , who hauing| 
beene taught a thing at many ſeuerall tymes, 5 
{till asgroſſe, andrude, as at the firſt, Andtha. 
phiſfitian growes weary , who findes that be 
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giues noe helpe, through the patients fault , by 


| 


|bedone, without paſſing the pikes : and that 
[the fire of our loue muſt conſume whatſocuer | 
|shall ſtand before vs : ſince there is nothing 


et ere 9 


| [And this love cannot receiue foe good a proofe, 
{as by tribulation and paine, 


| 


|weshould ſtill continue in eaking the milke of 


|should not deſire ro be without ſometryall, or 
| {proofe , whether indeede he loue him, yea, or 
[noe. And though that proofe may paine one 
|much, yet it giues him c6fort , to perceiue, That | 


ſome receipt of philick , which he hath mini- 
ſred often, And ſoc our Jord isnot pleaſed, that | 


comforts , and delights; bur that we should 
runn nimbly towards him, althoughitcould not 


which it imports vs ſoe much to haue , as lone; 


Now whoſocuer loues Chriſt .our lord, 


4 


God bath examined him with fyre, and that he bath 
not found wickednes in him; and that it made him 


cannot yeild a ſeruice to God which pleaſes him: 


|detter , then when with a very willing hart, 


we be afflicted for his ſake : and when wee 
[drinke that challice in his compatiy, who drun- 


| ke ſo deepelyof it, for vs, Vpon this you muſt 


[this meanes, whereby to bring you vp towards | 
| him, Doe not curne coward , in fighting the 


place your eyes , fince God is pleaſed to chooſe 


battailes of the generous loue of the celeſtiall 


{not turne backe, from the enterpriſe which he |} 
(hadin hand, A great honour it is toſtand con- 
Rant, in that which much troubles ys; and we 


'Pſa, 16 


em. 


| 


Kinge; nor hould you any tyme to be well im- 
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| 


F "for your belaved,, which alone , ought to giue 
| you should be taken vpto therhird heauen, you 


in hauing that fulfilled which you defire : and 


' Chriſt our lord, who dyed in this battaileby 
the hands of love. Inuiting as many as loue him, 
to ſuffer of that which he ſuffered, and ro an(-| 


by the greate mercie of him, who hath made 


- 
Hera. 


| 


2, —— 


ployed, but that, wherein you luffer {otnething, 


you comfort, and ground , tothinke that you 
loue our lord, For, as for other things, though 


knowe not, whether you loue your {elte the-| 
rein, or him, For perhaps it is but the delight, 


not purely, becauſe that is done, which is piea» 
ſing to Gad, | 4 

And fince you are already dedicated to the 
loueof God, and areredeemed by him , ſee that 
you ſtill be doeing your duty exactly well, that 
ſoc likea good huſwife, you may appeare at the 
day of indgment all rich with loue ; andeuen 
cut in pieces in this warte, after the imitation of 


were with loue to his loue; and being ready to 
vive himſfelfe, as an eternall reward, to them 
who paſſe through theſe amorous aflictions for 
his ſake : and your ladyship shall be one of them, 


clection of you , for this purpole. 


A Letter of the Authour, to a Cauallier bis freind, 
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The Authonr shewes , that the carrying of the 
'Crolle, 1 the company of Chriſt our Lord, 15 exer- 
ciſed beſt in ſicknes, when it is borne withpatience. 
"He alſo defends the Fathers of the Society of Ieſus, 


| cauſe he had beene inſliufted by them, 
x7 Oudoe well, in being contented to ferue, 
Y inthat houſe of our great Lord, in the 0f- 

ice of being ſicke. For to paſſe from dee:ng , to 
uf erg 152 fgne,that Chriſt our lord aduaun- } 
ces hiSſeruants, & raiſes them from belowe the 
[ſaires,to attend aboue, Certainly, there is no- 
thing in this exile of ours , whichis ſoe fitt for 
[1s,as to Carry the Croſſe,.in company of ourlord, 
[who did ſoe loue it, & who,for loue,dyedvpon 
[t, Now this is better exerciſed., in ſicknes, 
which is foe ynſauoury toflesh aad bloud, and 


; 


—. 


In health, how well ſocuer it beemployed. 
Great werethe workes , which Chriſt 'our 
Lord performed in this mortalllife; but in his 
ſuffe rr1ng, he exceeded them all, & all the world; 
Thatfoe wee might vnderſtid, what theApoſt-. 
le $, Lames faith , Brethren, efleeme it a; a reaſon of 
|ſ*preme 3oy, to ſee your ſelues in many afflitions. And 
the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, that the worke of patienceu 
perfect, Soe that, you muſt be gratefull to our 
lord, for hauing ſent you ſfickneſle; and if you 
deare this Croſje, & burden well, he may perhaps 


which canot cauſe vainglory inthe patiet;then | 
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| auice youro thecarrying of others, which are * 
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Not a good account thereof zyet fordeare not 


| 


SPIRITYALE: 
more interiour ; and irkeſome ,and which he 
|. prouides for ſuch alone , as are his neareſ}| 
treinds ; that ſo they may camforme themſel. | 
ucs to him, whoſe Croſſe was extremely great, 


cuen in that which was to be {eene; but incom. 
| par ably more extreame, in that part thereof, 


to you; that God hath taken away your other 
Offices or imployments, becauſe you gaue hin 


to be thankefalti to him, who hath ordered the 


| of patience, wherewith to endure the puniſh. 
| MENT. 

Buit yet neuertheles , I am in ſome feare, 
that perhaps, you may not profit by this fea- 
.uer of yours, For ſome beginners, are wonte, 
ro 2itie liberty tothe ſoule, in the infirmitiesof 
chore body , though yer, they be not ſuch, as 
threaten daunger or death; It is a thing very 
contrary to reaſon, for a man to turne Pirſicks 
into poyſen , and to take occaſion of growing 
worle , by that which was ſent a man by our 
Lord, ro make hini better, Call A Sa Pa vpon 


may be,to make you goe morelightly towards 
him \with your ſoule, And foraſnnich as this 


which was inuiftble. And though it may ſcemd 


g 
DET | 


| 


| matter,as now wee ſee. For to be corrected by 
the hand of ſuch afather, and with ſoe oreat|i 
} Toue, puts vsratherinto necde of humility, for 
| the moderating of our 1 loy and comfort " 


him, with your hart, and beſeech him;that (in-| 
| ce he ſtrikes you , :n the ftrength of yoar body, it 


fic enes, 15 ſenr you, that your body , by the, 
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You muſt. live , wi 
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as |) then vpon others. who ſpend many houres in 


f | more , then his yery will, And 1;beſeech yOÞ,:| ; 


Wl | forthe loue of our lord, /t non circumferaris omnt |e ph. 4 
| vento doQrin, that you be not whirled about , with | 


_ ” OO _ _ 


ls || | Shewed mercy on you. Imitating the man, whd | 
| was borne blinde in the ghoſpell. From whome: 
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e/{ | foe perſuaſion of any man, could rake the good. 
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| ion, which heentertaine$ of ' that perſon; 
who hadicuted hitn-of his continuall blindnes, 
Hetooke thit benefirt , for a great token of the 
gobdnes of his Maiſter, whentheſayd, fpeccator 
| eſt neſcio, vni ſcio, quod cum cacus eſſem, modo vides, 
whether or noe; 5h he #frtmev., 4 cannot tell : but one 
; thing 1 knowe , that I who Was blinde, doe- now ſee, fl. 
| And thoughheſaid 4 we have beard , yer he be. | 

| leinied well; Fhar hisMaiſter, was aiuſt perſon, 

| as may” appeate! by the holz kinde of eatneſtnes} 

| Which he vic tswards the kewes , and befides Nl. 
byi'ouP lords: makidg-bimſetf knowen co/him, Nl... 
the templetinreward ofithat fairh which: ke |. 
defended.) My: felfe have heard-fome things | 
whncl te Caid by ſuchas oppoſe; and emulate 'M 
Ah Path642bLOT find:notiyet ; that' any/ he || - 
dftrliom'id #rorudided vpon redſen;, neither 'dor't fy. 
belciue'; that there 1S'any edubjir I like: wer, * 
that yee! when you'defendithens/tt bes rather; 
with meekehes?atd few worths' then othet | ;; 
wiſe: For our! lord: hath theſe: thin gesingreat 
recommendations and his pleaſate i is; tharthe || 
-chould' |becAtried: {weetely and with paricnice, 
2D beſeech 6 Blefledlott) £0: ayer ich 908 
-fince he dyeUfor you, * COW GA N91 þ 
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A Letter of the Author to « ; diſciple of bis, He treates 
of the ſecurity , which isgreater when God is | 
| ſeruedin the way of affliFtion, then when, | 
| in the way of Conſolation. 


4 || [ Haue receiued ſome of your letters, & I haue 
payed my thankes to our Lard, both for A | 
| uing given you health , and his blefled help | 
| withall, zo bein favour with him, cotaiciat | | 
[chat ood, which alrcadic he had begun in 
*Fljou ; and ſoe you muſt confide , that he will 
CY doe even to the end, for his worke are perfe. 
| This which he will doe for you, Is a fauour of | 
J [ his, and not meritt of yours, Nor will heleaue ' 
i | the care, and gouerment of you in your owne | 
Wl hands; But he, for his glory , willtake the bu- | 
| flnes of your ſaluationto nimfelfe. Now this he | 
$| doth as a moſt wiſe Phylitian , ſometymes by 


liones of diſguſt ; giuing you ſometymes , the | 
lhe of comfort , and at other tymes the wor. 
; | me-wood of fortow * Now hyding bimſelfe 
| from you for the yall of your faith, and then 
: 1 Prong himſelfe to you , for the encreaſerhe- | 
| reof, And by a thouſand other meanes which he | 
|| knowes how to vſe , hee will orue you your 
I fouls ſaued , withour | , in 4 manner your, per- | 
$ ceiuing how you come by it, till you haue it. 
FE: . Be not diſordered 311 your indament evrher 
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| by way of valewing your felfe the more, when i 
| you thinke your bufines goes well, oryet, on 
the other ſide, muſt you giue ſentence of con. 
demnation againſt your ſelfe, conceiuing that 
all is already loſt, when you concciue that you 
haue reaſon, to be diſguſted with your ſelf. The 
hart of man is wicked , and cannot be ſearched, 
and ſifred , but by the wiſedome of God him 
 ([elfe : and to him, and to his indgment, you 
muſt remittthe ſentence concernivg the caſein 
which you ſtand. And you mult walke onyboth 
| with great confidence of . his mercy , and with 
a religious feare , of his high maieſty. Depart 
neyther to the right hand nor tothe left. Doe 
not beleeue that there is any Sanctity at all, 
-wherethereis any want of this chaſt, and holy 

feare, which makes a man grow hable, For the- 
 reby he knowes, that the good, which he hath, 
depends vponanother and it makes himbang, 
aS It were, vpon the cares of God, beſceching 
him with continuall prayer , that though he 
may, without iniuſtice depriue him of the good 
he zaue him ,-yert that through his goodnes, 
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| he will nor doe it. 


| Nor muſt you belewe any Spirit, which by 
meanes of any temptations, or Spiriruall diſc6- 
forts , may come to you.: nor yetif-any darke- 
nes or anguish , which may be conueyed into 
your ſoule , shall pretend to diſniay you, of| 
perſwade you to diſconfidence in our Lord, 


| who loues you, But tellthat Spirit, thatiftt had 


| wis hed you to diſconfidein your ſelfe, it Should 
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n have had all reaſon, becauſe you uarcnothing, 

but meere weaknes. Bur , in ſaying that you | 
FT | auit not hope for ſafety at his hands whois the | 
| common ſaluation of all the world : tell himhe 
|lyes, and therein youshall but ſay a truth, | 
Chriſt our Lord loues you more then you a. 
can thinke : onely it is firt ſometymes , that he | i 
hide it from you, For perhaps, ifyou knewit, 
you might fall intoagreater occaſion, and dans | 
ger of vanity , then the ſuſpition you haue of 

your not being beloued by him, may beof your 


deſpayre;for without doubr they arcfewer who} | i 
| 
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can entoy proſperity, without any mixture of f 
vanity , orinordivate delight, in the ſweer mea- { ft 
|tes which are giuen them: thenthereare, who] Ii 
can beare, the bitternes of trivulation \ without fl 
deſpaire, Coceiue you therefore that our Lord, , 
| keepes you ſafe, in thehauen of ſecurity,y nder 
| |the Had rocke of tribulation: to rhecnd you 
may not putrify, with too much {weernes: bus 
be preſerued by the bitternes of myrh, And at 
this, you ate not to be troubled. For of your ſelf 
you should make election of that, Os will 
be good for you in-Erernity,rather then of that, 
which may afford you ſome little cemporall 
ouſt, Yea and cuen in ſpirituall conſolations, 
'wereap not ſomety mes ſoe much profitr, as we 
doe delight. Nor will you be demaunded as the 
{il | laſt day, what comforts you shall haue cnioyed: | 

- { but 24 2 diſcomforts, you haue ſuffered, with- : 
out fayling, eyther in point « of faith,or love And | 
{ beleive you, that God receiues that for ſeruice 
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which being contrary to your ſenſuality, and 
ſelfe will, you did yer accept, as being conque- 
red by his love, and not that which a man how 
ſenſuall ſoeuer he might be, would be glad to 
entoy, For if to be regaled by Almighty God 
were to doe true ſeruice to hisdiaine Maieſty, 
he would not haue ſoe few ſeruants : fincethere | 
are ſoe many, who by this way, & that way, and| 
cnery way are ſeeking comforts. But they yn- 
derſtand not, how farre it is from God, to be 
able ro abſtaine from comforting his afflicted, 
and detected feruants, when it is beſt for thein, 
Andas farr alſohe is, from liking them, who} 
taking oftheire eyes, from his tormenring Croſſe, | 
| {end them in ſearch afrer Comforts as conce!- 
uing that the more they haue thereof, the more | 
| beloued , and more happy they are, Andthey 
| neuer conſider, ho:y poorethey Shall be found, | 

at thatday, when God will fifte [eru{alem with the 
lizhtof Lampes, & whe he will call vs to account, | 
whether we loue him from the profoundeſt part 
| of our hearts, and our ſelues for him, & in him, 
and through him : or els whether we haue lo- 
ued him for our ſclues, & to Our OWNe vic. And 
| then will many of thoſe workes appeare tohaue 
beene carnall,'& infe&ed with, ſelfe loue, and 
| intereſt, which shined Jike ſoe much fine gould, 
intheireyes who performed them, Youarethe- 
refore more ſecure from intereſt , or compla-| 
cence, when ſuchthinges cometo you as caule 
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bitternes,But thElet theloue of God alone, per-| 
{wade you ro endure them, till heprouide other-|| 
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|wiſe.ln whom you muſt baue ſo much [ſtrength 1 
of the holy Ghoſt , as may make-you adound in 

charity, and peace, and ioy : treading your pal. | 
fions vnder foot, and hauing your ſoule; ,euen | 


[in loy , doe not enloy it for your ſ{elfe: but em- 
ploy .it with. greater ſtrength ,. vpon: him who 
[gaue it: fetching alſo reaſon fromthence , Why 


| 


your inward man that ſoe you may know how | 
toadore, obey. 
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allenbalmed with grace, Yet when'you: shall be 


itshould make your loucencreaſe, | 
I beſcech that Lord, who remembred you 
when you forgot him , to glue ſtrength voto 


, and loue him ;/and that he will 

nd his hol Spiri into your heart, that: jt- 

y guide. you into that land of Eternall. 
Amen, F.47 | Tags 00, 
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| QUERIED NR 
A-Lettey of the Authour, to & Religious woman, a 
ſpivitnall child of by» He shewes' thatit 1s nue 4 11128 
-i#ed font” of | disfauour , for God to eſtraunve «4 


more vpn hi 80ednes , then our deſerts : 


 andbeiperſuades her to have 
+ -* eonfteence in God | - 


\ 


SY 0g we an 0 C6 ny} 
* 


one receiued many of your letters ſince 1 
{2 ſaw youlaſt.'Arid in ſome of them, you rould 
$3 , that your ſoule was troubled :- and in 
others, that our lord had begunne to giue you 
comfort, Yea, and I thinke you fayd,in ſome 
one of them, that the peace, and comfort which 
formerly you had receiued, was entirely retour- | 


- 
Ln 


ce of giuing you comfort; or els becauſe | knew | 


| be nat rather more. ; and you delire mee £0 
; write, 


hath moued mee , to entreate , that for rhe louc 


{elfe to be blinded by thar darknes, which ſu- 


<perfluity of (adnes, is wont to drawe ouer our 


> ” 
. 


[ 


' himſelf ſometimes: & that our ſafety depends” | 


w 


ned, I an{weated none of thoſe letters , eyther | 
becauſe my ſinnes hindered mee, from the gra- | 


you had ſufficient confidence in mee, without |; 
receiuing my anſweares. But now at laſt, I re-| 
ceiue a letter from you, whereby youtell mee, | 
that you are as mich afflicted , as euer, if it|' 


| : . Zi | 
| TIaminpaine, through your paine , and this, }: 


of Chriſt Ieſus crucified , you ſufer not your | 


- - 


| 


[to ſaue the ſoules of his ſeruants , by meanes 
which they cannot reach lo vnderinnd; hiding 


[perfect mercye. Becauſe he knowes that our in- 


ltell you, my good ſiſter , that though tribula- 


|ſoule runnes hazard , to depart from £ God : bur 


ſaving through imparience , you ſay nothing 


EPISTLES. Ep 44- 


outes, bur remember, how airhfull that lord 
lis, to whom you haue offered yourſelfe, And, 
[that it is an vſyal thing with his infinit wildome, 


lis loue from them ſometimes ; and chewing 
them 2 countenance of ſome rigour; and all this, 
not becauſe he is cruell, but out of pure, znd 


frmityes are better cured, when wee are layd 
ynder the ſcourge of eciblacion; then when we | 
xe carryed vp in the hands of proſperity and 
comfort. © 

You tell methat deſolation wherein you are, | 
ſeemes very bitter to you, andrhatyou cannot | 
heare the rigour of that angry face of our lord, 
which you ſay he shewes to you, and thar ab. 
ſence alſoc from him, wherein you liue, Bur I 


tion may be of as much daunger toyou as you 


to 25 much, Nay, proſperity”, 1s fuch moreto be | 
feared , then adverfiry, For in the former , the 


1n the latter thoughit ſuffer payne, yer that very | 
payne it ſelfe, 1ncites onetodrawe nearer to him, | 
Andify on Gay , thar the oreat weight of diſcom- 


| 
| 


but truth, Bur yet y ou muſt knowe withall "Thac 
much oftener, and by allaults of orcater FL 


declare: yet the {tate of comfort , is ſtill ſubie | 


& 


fort 44k ſometimes put the ule? In dauvger of | 


F 


Fr , tic ſoule is hrondhe into daunger by the | 
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ſweernes of gult, 

Remember the Apoſtle ſaint Paule , who 
chrough rhe grace of him who was crucifyed, 
did eſteeme it for glory , to ſuffer the afll;- 
Ctions of the Crojje, And though he were en 
urroned by warrs without , and feares within: 
yet his ſoule was ſafely kept, as in a hauen 
moſt ſecure. But ſoe great was the daunger 
which herann by the faice and cleare weather 
of conſolations and rewelations; that if God had 
not permitted him, to be ſeized vpon by the 


| tempeſt, both of inward, and outward troubles, 
which layd ſuch load vpon his neck, as made 


him ſtoope , that great Saint might haue beene| 
in daunger , through the occaſion of comfort, 
whom foe many diſcomforts could not once 
pluck done. By this meanes , the bittey, was 
the cure of the ſweete ; and the Angel of Satan, 
wasthe occaſion of benefit to him , to whom 


| thar great communication of Almighty God, 


mighr haue beene the occaſion of falling ; if 


through humane frailty , he had puffed vp him- 
ſelfe. | 

If now this might haue happened to that 
veſſel of elefion ; andifit were neceſlary for him 
to ſuffer, that ſoe he might bee freed from the| 
daungers of comfort; how can you meruaile, if 
God haue watered your toy with teares : if your] 
harpe be ſet to ſad tunes ; and if thoſe ſweet] 
communications, which you had before with 
Almighty God, be turned into ſuch an vnla- 


uoury departure from him. His eyes, areablett 
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iſcerne , that , which yours cannot, Ahd hee " 
lknowes full well , the yanity of that hart of , 
yours, Which would not perhapps , be ableto | 
[endure the weight of diuinetauours, Orels per- | 
happs he may ſee, that you are likely to ſuffer 
| Midecay of health by rhe exceſſe, of the ſweetnes, 
of that diuine guſt which he gaue you : Or 
aſe, that you eſteemed more of your ſelfe 
then you did of others, who want theſe com- | 
| Miforts : Or els in fine, it may haue happened, 
for any one of many other faults , which may | 
haue taken hould of the imperfeRion of your 
| Wihart, & which cannot be throughly fifted by 
oy , but by that God alone, who madeit, 
Yeaand if youshould not be, in any nece(-' 
ly, of this Kind of philick (becauſe, though | 
our lord should comforg you ſtill, yet perhapps | 
you were not,, to fall into theſe inconuenten-. 
ces) yet there are many othet reaſons, why our | 
bord may thinke fit to treate his ſeruants, after 
this manner, All which, are grounded vpon his 
loue to vs; though inthe blindeye of flesh and 
| [/Youd, they may ſceme to grow from disfauour. 
You know, it is a common ſaying , He who | 
limes thee , will make thee cry. And the holy ſcri- 
pture ſaith, that 4 wound, giues by a freind is bet= 
ter then the treacherous kiſſe of an enemy, And be-- 
lcive you for certaine , that our lord loues you, 
\ £/#td therefore doth hetreare you after this man- 


a a 
\ 


- 


lere. 17. | 


| 


| ſonne, "if 


— | 


| Fiber, For it is written , our lord pannisiles whom he Heb.12.| 
} loues ,aud he correfts ſucha one, as he receines for. | 


{ 
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And as in former times, God ſent mot hj. lier 
deous Martyrdomes to his beloued ſeruant;, || 
by the hands of baſe and bloudy executioners, ||] 
1ngaging them in bitter warrs , that afterward | |to 
he might honour them with pretious crownes; | lis 
ſoc now, when thoſe exteriour Martyrdomes|Þ.|dit 
are ceaſed, heſedes others which bee interiour, {0 
And theſe ( howſoeuer they are not viſible ) beſÞ |a 
yetas great, or greater, then thoſe, For then, |ſW|ce 
men tormented them , and God gaue themilif |fo 
comfort; and by the ſtrength of this Omnipo-IiſÞ|te 
tent God; thoſe torments were ouerwrought, | 
and maiſtered, which were inflicted on them, by Wt 
weake men. Butnow , he whodiſcomforts, is} |ti 
our Lord, who hides himſclfe; and the Devils, | |is 
like cruell executioners , doe by a thouſand |n 
| deuices , torment the minde, which is farr[p/ 
more ſenſible , then the body. And from that] | 
torment,doth many times redound, a torment i |fc 
euen to the very body it ſclfe. And ſoethe who-JN te 
le man, both within and without, is layd vpon|Þ |a 
the diſcomforts of a Croſſe. And he fighes, and] if 
orones, and askes ſuccour of our Lord, And |< 
our Lord,;the while,makes himſelfe deafe, and} |i 
is more hidde from the ſoulethen if there were|}|t 
ſeauen wals , betweene him andit. Yea andit|F |t 
doth alſoe expreſly feele , that our Lord hati|F|n 
abſented himſelfe from it; and that, not onely]E|t 
in the way of not docing it any fauour , butra-|W\f 
ther expreſly ſeeming , to disfauour it, As he(f}3 


proceeded with the Cananean , when , at the 


firſt, hedid but forbeare to-anſweare, but 
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lrerw ard , he compared her to adog, | 
| Thatindeed is an hower,of mighty anguish, 
[when the ſoule findes noe repoſe,in any thing, 
|to which it can apply it ſelfe, As when a man 
lis drowning, in a profound ſea, without fin- 
ding ſoe much, as any little reſt forthe feete, 
Or like one, who is bound faſt,hand and foot, 
and would faineriſe vp, but knowes not on- 
ce how to ſtirr, For as he,who is highly com- | 
forted by Almighty God,cannot be diſcomfor- | 
© |:cd, by any paine,or torment, ſoc cannothing |} 
Y [comfort him, whois diſcomforted by Almigh- | 
W [ty God. And yet muſt theſe ſeruants, goe after | 
is I [their lord ; through ſuch a defart as this, which | 
liseuen avery image ofdeath,and by ſuch dark-} 
nes, and diſtrefſe , they muſt paſle on, vo the 
Iplace of reſt. | _—_ 
| This Martyrdome I ſay , muſt be endured, 
|for loue of the Spouſe, by that ſoule, which deſt- | 
|fes to carry, the Embleme of Loge in her hart; and 
|amogſt theſe thornes ſhee muſt make her neſt, 
{ifshee will be conforme to her Head, who was 
crowned with thornes, And theſe draughts 
[muſt chee ſwallow downe; & into theſe ſwea- 
|tes muſt ſhee bee caſt who reſolues to keepe | 
[that Lord company, who, being in fierce ago- 
[ty ypon that holy Thursday at night,did ſwea-. 
[tedrops of blood, from his whole body, in te-| 
|ſimony , that bis ſoule, was truly [ad , exen, tothe 
| very death. ; Ss 
| Didyouthinkeperhapps , that it was ſome | 
{Finty and delightfull thing, to ſerue Chriſt 
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 tailes of loue, miſt aye dayly , as S. Parle did, glo! 


 #(jzent, or inconfident, For the former of theſe pe 


his part, to ſecke the contentment of his be: 


F: aith, is to beleiue nor onely vpon thoſe ſignes, 
| and pawnes, which may be giuen ;butas well, 


diments. 


our Lord 2 or that you vndertooke fome tri. 
fling bulines , when you began to. place bs 
your loue on him 2 They who fizht the bat. ** 


And they mutt bee” euen cruell; againſt then 
{elues , ( as a man who were carcleſle of ſoe 
many baſe and broken pots ) to theend,, that 
they may neuer faile of fidelity to the Loue A 
of our Lord, Which Loue , was neuer com" 
plyed with well by any, who was eyther 6 


two, ſcekes his owne Regalo , whereas it wereſſ: | 


loued, And the latter, faints in his lone, becau- 
ſe he cannot beletue that he is beloued. But 
Faith being ioyned to Obedience , frees vs from! 
ſuch miſcheiues as theſe; making vs beleite 
that God loues vs, and then moſt, when he 
moſthides his lone from vs; and when helec- wi 
mes to be moſtrigourous , and cruell towardes 
vs.” For the condition, and property of nu 


without them; and not onely without them, 
but cuen againftrhem.'And herein, it doth but 
refemble every other verze , which then de-M,. 


clares belt of what ſtrength and beauty it is le 
when it is put on, by the feweſt helpes ; ano}. 


when it is encountered, by the greater impe-'{ 


'* That istrue love , which loues a perſon, MW. 
who euen deſerues not to bee beloued, AnnFS 
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- that is true Patience , which ſuffers imperti- | 
pences , and endures wrongs, And thendoth 
(aftity , deſerue a rich, and gallant crowne of 
{gory > when in deſpight of ſcuerall tempta- 
"Fiions , it ſtandes fait. And foe , you muſt 
Elearne to Know, the true yalew of true faith,” 

which beleiues and puts confidence , in 
the truth , and goodnes 'of God , againſt 
that diſtruſt, or deſpaire , which humane rea- 
ſon , 'or the ſenſes of fleſh and bloud, might 
ptetend* to'' cauſe, 'By this Fanth , wee ſee 
that which is inuilible. how deepe ſoeuer 
it'be hidd. And euen through the midit of 
[theſe pikes , which are! the' disfavours of 
God ,, ( the ſharpe points whereof we feele | 
flicking in vs ) wee yet enter; and paſle on, 
idto that. moſt retired ſeeret'of the hart of 
te ffÞj ur Lord 5 and there wee- finde, that indeed ; 
be lones ys /, though hee ſhew , vs fignes, 
which looke' as if they proceeded from dif 
|afteRion, And then ſoc wee efteeme, and vſe | 
Wtiem,, as'wee ought , when we take them for 
[the rryal of our Faith; ahd tor the exerciſe of * 
JW our Love'; and for the encreaſe of our Crowne; 
4nd for matier., whereypon our Obedience to 


Fl God; muſt worcke. mas 
: W. If you +beleiue mee not ,. I pray you 
{I me, how $hall the chaſt woeman betryed, | 
j [but by contradictions, and combates againſt 
£ Chaſtity? And how $hall your Faith be tryed, / 
{Pur by receiuing theſe tokens: of disfauour, | 


| 


Wwbich pretend to depriye you of confidence, 


, "; 


£ 
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Be not troubled , to finde that your ny 4 
is thus reſolued , to make tryall of your fi-;ſ; 
delity'to him; For this is a very viuall thing, W; 
berweene $ pauſes ; and the fruite thereof vics, 
to be, but an encreaſe of love ; which:it is not MW. 
Mit to keepe idle ; forin out employment, ang k 
| Exerciſe thereat., doth our _ and 'treaſure 
conlite. And 'now God made choice of you; 
to diſcharge this office, towardes him; And i6 i? 
[indeed you would exerciſc it well;'it-mult bg 
ib WAS him, though you feele pot:yout ſelfe bap 
to 4*4 beloued by him ,and by followivg hin 
| whome you conceiuie tobe flying. from you; ſ}. 
For he who lones; not bit onely when hee. 
| finds himſelfe:to'be beloued, is indeed noe true 
| louer ; but his reſpects, yon all rowardshims 
ſelfe, And heereby it will appeare , whether 
| you be that true Cananean or noe; f when y ou ll 
| heare hard language,and be caſt of by our lors | | 
you doe yet importune- hun; and- if: following| |. 
| bio, who flyes from you; humbling your 
{ ſelf to him, ho trears.you noe better, thenſ0» MW, 
| mebaſe,, vnreaſonable creature, you doe yet: 
procecde toloue bim, as dncertly and purely, BW! 
as if you taſted ok great: delights, and RE! galog] if 
| at his hands.” Forinthe end , hee-will an{ied I 
re you thus , 0:weeman. , greate is thy. fanb , let | 
| the be done which:thajt defref 2 04; 001 1208 
1 -- But. inthe meave time.be you reſolute | 10 
| conretne falchiaitt ; and ſay to him with your 
| whole hart, O Lord I will love thee, though this 
shouldeſt not loue we 1 well ſeeke 1 thee 5 and ny ket 
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Wearfuily towards thee F though thou flye from me, | 
Wier me loe thee ſtill: vpon that condition, doe with | 
mewhat cou wilt, By this meancs, the disfauours | 
Nh! } ourlord, shall be conuerted, into the exer- 
CMciſe of true love : and herein you are to remaine 
Wore contented ; then you are to bein painey! 

0 Wor being disfauoured, Nor $hall you onely 
 Woleaſe our lord by this meanes , but more ouer 
ou will obtaine a crowne in heauen , which 
Mill be ſtraungely greate, For by che meaſure of | 
[your diſcomforts, that robe of glory, is to bee cut | 
our, wherewith you muſt be veſted, in heauen: | 
> Wand from: the ſeede of teares , we muſt gather the shea- 
"Wives of ioy. And we are not to be crowned , for 
*Whauing beene in deuotion, and conſolation; bur 
 Wfor hauing beene ( as it were ) threshed with 
" Wnaciety of temptations , and for hauing beene 
1 Fcontent, with the taſte of ſuch gall, as carried | 
> Mithe very image of hell with it, and of the tor-| 
1 
Wl with an equall minde , and for belciuing that | 


(| 
- Mithey are light, and few , in compariſon of that |, 
Fi aperexcellent weight of glory , which is to be reuea- 
Filedin them , who shall be hurnbled, and morti- | 
*Rifyed after this manner. And wee muſt thinke | 
Fj 9urſelues happy, in being obedient to the or- 
| "—_ of our lord God , nor onely , in that | 
«M1 bich giues vs guſt, but inthe contrary alloe., | 
- {For otherwiſe , what wonder is it, to ſee the 
F ouſe, obey her fellow ſpouſe , inthat, which gi- 
| ues contentment to her ſelfe : (ince for that, 
de |Ftnere 5noe greare neede of love: for the reſpect ' 
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| as that, Nor doe 1 know, with what eyes, Chriſt 
our lord will looke vpon ſuch a ſþpuuje as that: 


you are : for it 1s broad day, Take the heildof, 


| delight. 


yourſelf ſince a little preſent disfauour, is of | 


T__SPIRITVAILL Ep.a4:| 


of proper intereſt is able to breed ſuch «bedience 


ſince he obeyed his Fathey, for her ſake, in caſes ji 
of {oe extreame affliction, ſaying : Ler it be, not as 


I wil, but as thou wilt, Whereas shee faith , inſt |nin 
| the contrary ; Not 5 thou wilt, but as I will : for |[licar 
Shee will be'{quared out by another rule, then }Wſeit 
her head was : and will needs maſce the will of Ml wh 
God, which is eternally good , to becrooked,\[ſ|:hi 
that it may conforme it {clte ro her will : which | ;hc 
 ſcekes not that which istruly good for her, and 
.which eternally 1s to be {oe ; but that which git 


ſeemes likely, to giue her, ſome little temporal} 
' Awake O Virgin, out of that fleepe, wherein. 


Faith, fince God hath armed you withit, and 
drive away theſe diſmayes ; beleeuing, that you 
are beloued, though you be not regaled by our 
lord. And turne your complaint backe vpon 


more power, towards the drawing you downe; 
| then the many fauours, which are paſt, to keepe 
| you faſt on foot, You now, doe iuſt the con- 
trary,of whatyoushould, For whereas it were 
xeaſon , that in this time of tribulation, you 
Should remember your comforts of former th | 
{ mes : belejuing , that the trouble which now| 
you haue, is butto trye , what proportion of | 
truſt , you repoſe in God : You doe yet callit 
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into queſtion-, whether his Iloue were true t0| 
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lyou then,or noe : belciuing rather inthe sheyy, 
Wand leafe, ,thenin the ſubſtance, and roote, 
| You have noe iuſt cauſe to be diſmayed, 
though you bee afflicted, For our lord isnot go- 
[nefrom you : but he went away , with a mca- 
ning onely to ſtande by , and to, ſce how you 
carr ied yourſelfe,like a mother who hides her= 
leife behinda hanging , to obſerue, and heare, 
what her childe ſfayth, and doth 2-4pilſt he 
thinkes that he hack lolt her, but then shortly 
hee iteps outand makes much of hin, 
If you feare, that he hath forſaken you, and 
gives you a bill of ſeparation , for the faults, and 
|ignorances , into which you may haue fallen, 


[thenthole ; 


receiue thee; *r 
Though God like well, 


they fall ; yet it is nor his pleaſure , that they 
chould he diſmayed, or too exceſſively affli-” 
(ted by en Nay he eſtcemes this, to be x mo- 
re diſſeruice to hini', then the very fall it (elfe. 
Neither is it alſoe. his pleaſure , ha 2 ſ{inne 
| which is as little as a graine of ſeede, Should be 
made by vs, as bigg as an Elephant, nd much 
lefſe Iu we chould make that to be a linne, | 


MW wich indeed is none. Soe that it you hauenot 


allen into ſinne, and yer wiKlneeds be troubled, 
. And 


you are much deceiued, For in farr greater falls 
his courſe hath beenetg comfort. 
| loules, by faying; Thou baſt committed fornication \ 
with waxylodcs: batyetretournet me, and I will | 
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that his {eruants | 
chould Enow, andiweigh the faults, into which | 


Terem, | 
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if you hadfallen, you should offend againlt his 
mercye, by not beleiuing, that he hath pardoned 
you. You offend alſoe againlt his love by ſuſpe- 
cling, that he hath forgotten you, And laſtly, 
you offend againſt the Croſſes, which he hath 
ſent toyou , eſteeming them to be meſlengers, 
and ſ1gnes of wrath , whereas indeed , they are 
effects of his goodnes, 
Take thereforethe courage, now at laſt, to 
ſally out ; from the owne narrow thoughts ;& 
beleine of God, according to his goodnes; asit 
imports his honour , that-you should doe. And 
liuenotſ{till; in ſuch blindnes , as to meaſure 
the large hand of God, by the rules of your 
owne poore woefull hart, Nor conceiue you, 
that now he willbe arigorous iudge, who, at 
others times; and in your greateſt occaſions, 
hath beene, a moſt indulgent Father to you. 
{ Ir was not you ypon whome he looked, | 
when he pardoned you, and called you; but 


] he regarded his owne blood, which he ſhedd, 


| Nor doth. he now, ſtand hanging vpon your 
handes , as ifhelouedyon, forthem ; butyou 
are placed , and written in bis, as heſayth , by 
his Prophet [/ay. And in thoſe bandes, he loucs 
you ; and with thoſe handes he-guards you, 
cuen then., when y ou thinke he giyes you 
ouftets, Bur it is his mercye, which. is your re- | 
medye , and ſafety, and noe merittof your 
| owne. You are a Daughter , and you are to 
| polleſſe heayen , by way of inheritance, 


| and not, as 8 meere day labourer. Confidein 
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his eyes, vpon ſoe vnworthy athing as you; | 
and for that he purpoſes , to exalt ſoc baſe a 
creature, to ſuch heightofglory, And know, 
that he hath noe neede of anything, in yon; 


God: and give him olory , In that he lodges. 


you may offer him that ſacrifice of praiſe for | 
your owne good; confelſing him to be your | 
oratious pardoner and your piteous rayſer vp, 
from your falls; and your Centinell who nener 
ſleepes when there is queſti6, eyther of doeing 
you fauours , or of drawing good out of your 
fines, and-your molt wiſe condytour , who 
carries , and ſaues you , by ſuch pathes, as| 
ſeeme, inthe eye of your ignoraunceto be yery 
farr abour, or rather quite out of the way. And | 
all this, he doth , through his owne goodnes 
alone , conſidering what bunſelfe is. Which 


tion, then your wickednes doth, towards your 
condemnation; and you are bound to beleiue 
that ſoe it is. And it muſt notſeemeſiraunge 
| to you, that the oreater, ſurmountsthe leſje ; and 
the Creatowr , the creature, , But let it ſtand for. 
the laſt concluſion , that as noe goodnes in 
you , was the cauſe ,, why God loved , and 
called youto his ſeruice; ſoc will he take care, 
| that your wickednes,, and weakenes, ſhall not 
hinder the courſe of thoſe mercies , which he 


and that if he deſire anything , .it is, but that | 


carries 2 greater. weight towards your ſalua- | 


| reſolues to ſhew-you, for alleternity, Conti- | 


| 


new your Communzons; and, beſeech our Lord 
to gine them his benediction. For my part, I 
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like well thereof ;and vpan the dayes 


toyou, 1 beg that he may be 
he 1s'your Lower, 


A Letter to a Lady, who was 4 Religions woman 
and in great affliction, He shewes how trowbies 
are the proofe of Faith,and Loue, in the ſernants 
f Gid,, and how configent they cught to be of his 
diuine Mateſty , in the middeft of their treubles, 


$ ſoone asI receiued your letter, I offc 

red thankes to our Lord, for hauing giuen 
you a {igne, that your vocation came from his 
hand, and this ſigne is, that you hauc ſuffered 
tribulation, Youmult not bealittie gladd of 


| this, ſince our Lord lones you. Nor yer mult 


you beſlacke, ſince you are in the middelt of 


| many dangers ; but carry your eye towards 


him, who hath called you wirh ſo great loue, 
You mult alſoe haue a ſtronge harte , For he 


where you ſhall ſee his face, Let not the faith 
of Chriſt our Lord, nor the loue you owe him 
fleepe in you; for he ncuer ſleepes when there 
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which 
[are ſett downe , communicate, fromtimeto' 
[time; and God will gine you ſtrength, thatit 
may doe you no hurt : for he hath noe quarrel 
your Lone , fince; 


called yon not with intentian.togiue you ouer| 
in the middeſt of your journey ; but to guide| 
you vnder the protection of his owne wings,| 
till he may have conducted you to heauen,| 


| 


| 


| whome he loues, to try if they alloe loue him, 


{his Loue, but making your ſelfe ſure enough | 
| thereof, and be not troubled though he cor- 


| though he corre& you, you mult cofidein him, 
4 though you fcele.noe comfort from him, Seeke 
| him, though he hide himſelfe; ſuffer him not 


a withſoe much aGUAntage 5 as. that when. you! 
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.. Theſearetokens wiich he vices to ſend, to | 


in their afflictions, and if they confide in him 
in their dangers : That Spouſe is not worthy of 
thakes, who loucs her fellow ſpouſe, but onely 
when he is preſeat with her; not doth it coſt. 
him much to confide in him when she fingdes 
her ſelfe regaled by him, But the matter is, that | 
when he abſents himſelfe from her , yea and 

when he ſeemes. to haue forgotten her , .she 

mult loue him foe much the better,as he is fur- 
ther abſent from her, and confide in him ſoe 

much the morc ; as she hath fewer cxteriour 
lignes of his fauour, No OA ITO 
It is enough for you, my good lifter , to | 
haue knowne already by experience, how lo- 
| uing our Lord hath beene to you ; by his ha-' 
| uing drawne you tothe knowledge of bimſelf, 
And beyon, not crauing new teſtimonies of 


ſ 


\reftyou; and though it ſceme, as if he eltraun- 
ged himſeife from you and forgott you; but 
rather ſay thus; Hee hail A minde 10 tryeante, and 
| 2ot to oppreſſe mee. You muſt loue our Lord, 


to reſt , titl you haue waked him, and till be 
confelle thar. you are fairhfull inhis abſence. | 
And thus you ſhall finge him returne to you, ! 
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fer; for after the rate of your ſorrows , ſhall 
{| *our comforts be, Bee nor alouer of your ſel- 


| foe you ſhall be ſure to finde your ſeife, And if 
| once you would offer your ſelfe to him, with 
| true loue there conld nothing happen which 
| this our Lord ſaid, Ler not your barts be troubled, 


| and due noi feare, You beleine in God, beleine alſot 


| peace, and quietnes to the hart, 


9-4] the children of t/raell , when they were iſſued 


enioye his preſence againe , you will eſteeme 
your former afflictions well imployed. 


Procure greate courage, wherewith to ſuf. 


te, but be a Jouer of God; looſe yourſeife, and 


once you would but truſt God home; and if 


would fright you. All bitter froſen afflictions 
proceede but from diſtruſt in God, And for| 


in mee, Soe that faith and lone is the cauſe of | 


There 15 noe one thinge, whichisſoe ne- 
ceſlary for you, towards the making you abie; 
co arriue at the end of thatdayes worke, whe- 
rein God hath placed you, as to confide in him 
with loue, Our lord hath many proofes to 
make of you, and many tribulations - ſhall} 
growe where you looke leaſt for them; but if } 
you ſtand armed with fazth and love you ſhall| 
| ouercome themall. Doe but remember how 
, 
outof the land of Egypt, by the meanes of ſoc 
' many miracles, and were paſſing through ſoe 
many afflitions , before they arriued at that 
land, which our lord had promiſed them , ſaid 


'thus , The people which peſſeſje this land , 1s greater 


__ F and ftronger then wee: they bane miphtie Cities whoſe 
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| walls doe enen threaten the kye we Cannot onercome 
ſuch 4 ſtout nation as this +. to What end doe wee 
mt our ſelres vpon this tourney? And though ſome 
amonglt them, whoe had faith, did encour age 
the reſt, by ſaying that ſince God was of their 
kde, they {hould calily be able to overcome, as 
they had done till then ; yet feare preuailed ſe 
farre, as that they offended our lord ther eby, 
and through their little confidence , 
the land, and God deſtroyed them in the defert, 

without ſuftering them to enioye thar , for 
which they had laboured, anu which himſelfe 
[had promiſed. Let vs take warning, my good 
hiſter , by the danger of others : and Jert vs 
know , hat ourlord hath guſt, in {ſuch as feare 
bim , ard PE in his mercie; and is offended 
with ſuch, as doe not ſoe, It ish e whoe drewe 
you out of the captiuity of Egypt , when he 
nfpired your hart with a deſire of being his: 

!and hee 9908 you ſtill , through this deſert, 

which is ſoc impleaſant : where ſometymes 
you want the bread of doctrine, for lacke of 
luch, as might breake it to you : other tymes 
you want company which may ſpeake of fpi- 
ituallthings, thatſoe your way might be ma- 
de to ſeeme the $shorter; At other tymes you 
want the trees of other recreation , which 
might giue you ſhade : and in fteede of theſe 


in: and then from geighibas'; * now from {tran- 


they loſt 


cmodities, you hauc athouſand diſcomforts, 
Now temptations riſe, againſt you from with- 


\gers, and then from domeſtic ks. But yer attend 
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you onely to your bulines, for he iv ho did that 
for you, which was more, can neuer faile to| 
doe that for you, which is !efje. He who made] 
you a freind, of an enemy, will better keepe! 
you now, when you are his freind, He who 
did not abandon you , when you fled from 
him, will much lelle fly now from you, when 
you follow him. | 

Who is hethatcan ſay, with any truth, 


| that God did not helpe him if he weredeſiced) 


See you haue noe feare o.you ſeruant of Chriſt, 
in any thing which- may happen to you ; but 
confide in him, who Loucd you ſoe well, as to 
dye for you. Itis true that you hauc butone, 
who protects you, bur that one, is of much 
more power , then all they whoe contradiQ 
you, Doe not thinke , of how greatrhe giants, 
and how {tronge the Citties are, which you 
multencounter, for it is not you, who mult 
fizht, But hold you your peace , and our lord wil 


fizht for you. Doe.not tly from the warre, nor 


abandon your ſelfe, a5 one who were ouerco- 
me : 4nd ſoe you 5hall ſre the fawour of our Lord ti- 
wards you, For in this warre, he onely looſes 
the battaille, who quitts the feild.It is true that 
you are weake ; b#113 that weakenes of yours , God 
w:ll shew bis ſtrength. Tt is true that you know 
not much , but God himſelſe will be your gut- 
de. By your miſeries, God will make his met- 
cies appeare, Whocare you , that you ſhould 


 beable to paſle through ſuch difficulties ? but 
yet ſay with Danid , In the ſtrength of my Grd 1 | 


— 
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1will it be for you, O my gcolt lifter, ro heare 


\lord himfelfe, and that in preſence of the whole 
|world, Ceme you bleſſed of my father and paſſeſſe the 


| who hath beenea faithfull ſcruant, 


[that how much the harder this bulinclle is for | 


|ceyou {hall obtaine that Crowne, 


/ 


——_— 


[will leape oner & wal, Who are you that you , 
ſhould be able to fight? but yer ſay with him 


againe, [hovgl iNcuſands «Hold r1{e azatnſt me,yt 
my bart Shall not feare, Beiciue, my good filter, 
you , ſoc much the eaſyer is it for Almighty 
God. And therefore you mult haue great dil- 


{truſt in reſpect of your owne weakenes ; bur | 
[great confidence withall , in God's itrength, | 


Infallibly he will crowne you, if you continue 
in his loue, and it you confide, that by his gra- 


Forget not this promiſe of Chriſt our lord, 
him whoe conſeſſes mee bejore men , that man will | 
confeſſe beſere my fatber who is in heaven ; but h1m 
who denyes mee beftie men , that man will 1 aiſue 
deny before my father v-10e ts in heaven, Can you 
thinke, that one is to eſteerhe that for afllic- 
tion, which he endures for the contefſion of | 
Chriſt our lord ; fince itis to haue ſoe high 2 
reward,as that, with ſoc much honour, he thall 
be avou ed by himat theday of iudzment, be- 
fore his father ? Happy is that ſufterace, happy 
that diſhonour,and pouezty,to which foe high 


O | 
an honour doth ſucceede, 'W hat kinde of ioye 


theſe wordes from the mouth of Chriſt our 


Kingdome which is prepared far you, What will it 
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bee, whenthe angells ſhall thus linge, to her, 
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of that ce- 
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SPITRITVALLI Ep.gz; 6 
leſtiall king , Come O ſpouſe of Chriſt , receive ti 
crowne winch our Lord bath prepared for thee; and 
tat not for one day but for all eternitie. What will 
the ſpouſes.of Chriſt our Lord conceiue, when 
. hauing paſled through the fea of this.life, and 
their enemies who diſturbed vs , remayningiW 
drowned therein , they ſhall finge thus with 
great ioye , for hauing runne through thi; 
dangerous world, without being ouecrwhel. 
med by the vices thereof, The ſnare is broken,and 
we are delinered , our belpe is in the name of on 
lord, What a day will that be , when that 
true Mary, the virgin of virgins, {hall goebe. if 
fore with her Timbrell , which is her ſacred] 
body, prayling God both in body and ſoule;|i 
and ſinging thus. Come magmfye our Lord with| 
mee, and lett vs exalt his name un mutuall ſacretie IT 
with one another. | bit 
Happy are you, if you be found faithtull| 
to the Spouſe whoe choſe you, Happy are| 
[you , if you hane the courage to calt away] 
that which is preſent , vnder the moſt certaine 
promiſe of Chriſt our Lord, for that which 
is future. Be confident, my good fiſter, in ta- 
king his word ; for you are not the firſt to 
whome he hath paſſed it, and fulfilled it; nei- 
ther ſhallyou be ſhe with whome that word 
ſhall want effe&. He gaue his word to S. Kathe- 
rine,S. Agnes, S. Barbara , and S, Lucy , and 
to innumerable other Lady virgins ; and 
telt me now , how completely he hath per- 
[formed it. They had the courage to deſpiſe, 
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che poore preſent world : and you ſee that now, 
they raigne with God, They lived heere in trou- 
|ble; and chey are nowe 1n the eternitie of repo- 
Ie, Through how many combartts did they paſ- 
ſe, and they now enioye the euerlaſting crow- 
[nes of their conqueſts, They fled from ſponſes of 
|theearth, and they brought the king of heauen, 


[their delight had bene already paſled : and their 
|memories would haue bene forgotten, Bur they | 


Y [thcir felicitie shall nor dye : andtheic memory 


{ke of God ; and therefore neither water nor 


ile in the name which is written init, 


he would haue procured you more afflictions; | 
[cher Crownes. Doe not content your ſelfe 


{Jour reward $hall bee : and how much Chriſt ' 
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to be in loue with them, 
; If they had followed rhertrace , of this world, 


loued that, which was eternall , and therefore | 
hall not decay. They were written in the boo= 


winde , nor fyre nor tyme , can make them 
waſte ; For that booke is 1ncorruptible and 


You muſt therefore procureto hauea ſtron- 
ge heart towards God, who is your ſaluation, | 
and doe not thinke that he ſells heauen deere 
toyou , for you haue not yer shed your bloud 
tor him , as thoſe others shed theirs, Our 
lord treates you , like a weake creature ; and 
you should be ashamed to haue giuen him ſuch 
cauſe, If you had had more faith , and confi- | 
dence in him, and more loue to ſuffer for him, | 


to the end that you might haue purchaſed ri- 


with ſuffering little , conſidering how great. 
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very ſuffering , 


our Lord ſuffered for you, He gaue his life 
for you , and he was deepely tormented and || 
deſpiſed, How then come you thus to com-| 
plaine of the rouch ofaflye2 doe but lone, and| 


you will defire to ſuffer, Let your loue be dou: 
bled ; and you will ſuffer ſorrowes' which are 
d DOubled; The loue of our lord , makes {ſuch as 
pollcile it , more greedy of ſuffering 
loue of ones ſeite; of repoling. It wat es that 


any burden w eighes light, for lone 1s ſtronger | 


then death. He who loues not; oroanes vnder 
the burden, like ſome laſy beaſt ; - but he who 


loues runnes, and flyes;; and it ſuffers him hot] 
to fcele the weight euen of his owne body, 


nor of whatfoeuer els they can lay ypon it. 


It is riot my good fitter, that theafflictions 


which wee ſuffer are greater; - but that our 


loue is little; The weight of a pound is noe| 


great weight ; bur yet lay it ypon ſome little 
childe, and he will £ {ay , O bow heauy it weighgs? 
Whereas ifaman tooke it vP3 he would ſcarce 
feele it. And ſoc take you it, for afigne , that 


| if you Joue little your afflictions will weigh 
heauy ypon you ; but if you loue much you 
will ſcarce allowe them to be afflictions; For 


you will be ſoc inebriated with lone, that no- 
thing can be able'to diſtract you, Gota the taſte 
thereof, You will finde a good {auour in the 
' it ſelfe ; and you will drav 


Water , out of the rotke , and hony ont of the ſtan) 
_ 


Ov. out loue ,and YOu {hall not be ſubieR {0 
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Kdictions , butyouſhallbe Superiour to them, 
x; their Lady, and youlhall praiſe him who 
Kicliuers you fromthem, If they threaten you 
[Eyich death , you will bid it welcome; that ſoc 
you 14 envy IY#6 life, It with baniſhment, you. 
will lay ; That you efteeme your jeife banished whes_ 
ſoever you are , till you may arrine to ſee the face 
if God : And that it imports you little , whether 
you 2or to heauen , from ths, or that part of the 
urth; And that , if you haute God in your Com- 
jany » Whereſoener you are , you 5ball be happy; 
and if not , your owne Country will giue you mifery 
mough, TE you ſce your ſelfe contemned , ſay, 
(brifs our Lord 1s my honour and he honuurs mee: let 
the world deſpiſe mee , ſoe hee value mee. 
Doe not aftlict your ſelfe , about the ne- 
ceſſitie which you may ſuſtaine of preſent 
Filings : for' of your felfe you muſt deſpife 
[them , through the delire which you haue 
jo live in conformitie with Chriſt our 
|Lord , Whoe made himlelfe a poore man 
| or you. 
 _ What is there in the world , which 
ought to fright you 2 If the loue of Chriſt 
our Lord haue wounded you , you will trea- 
de the deuill vnder foote ; you will deſpiſe 
lis threates ; and you will paſſe with cou- 
age , through all your enemies, Pur your 
truſt in him , who loues his loners. There 
s nothing which youwill not beable todos, 
[in him, Goe and buy wharſocuer you want, 
of him, though he aske you all this world for 


| 
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1t ; and ſec that you be not founde without \l 
the Joue of him , though it ſhould coft you 
your life. He 1s a hidden treaſure, but he who fin- 
des him , ſells all to buy him, Forin him alone, he 
ftindes himſelfe more rich, then with the multi 
rude of all other things, 

And now if it concerneeuery one of vs to 
loue him, how much more doth it import that 
the doe it, whome he hath choſen for his ſpouſe, 
It becomes the /eruant to feare his Maifter ; and 
the ſonne to honour his father , but the ſpouſe, 
to louc her fellow ſpouſe, See you loucour lord, 
and take noereſt till ke haue graunted youthis 
| ouift, Loue him with reuerence , for thatis 
the kinde of loue, which helikes. Eſteeme not 
| him thelefle, becauſe he communicates him- 
ſelfe to you; but wonder , how foe greatc 
an altitude as his , can ſtoope to ſuch a pro- 
founde buſines as yours, It is the propertie of 
tl natured and ill mannered ſeruants to valew 
their Maiſters at a lefle rate for youchſafeing 
to deſcend and become familier with them, 
then if they had lived which them likelords. 
But they whoe liue in true light eſteeme that 
lord ſoe much the more , as he doth more 
youchfafe to diminiſh himſelfe. _ : 
\._ Thetrueloue of Chriſt our lord carries this 
badge with it, in token that it is indcede of 
him; Thar as it apprehends , and highly eltec- 
mes the goodnes of God, ſoc it alſoc appre- | 
| | hends, and profoundly diſcſteemes , the wic- 
| kednes of man. Therefore loue , adore. and. 
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Blerucour Ting: ;with zoe :but yet reioyce with wre- | 
|blmg; Not a rrebling as of aſlaue, inthe mid- | 
|deſt of torinets , but as of atrue, & tender har- 
[ted childe; who highly feares to giuc any dif- 


guſtro her father, how little it ſoeuer may be. 


things ; but if you humble your hart in the 
acknowledgment of your owne milſcries , if 


you preſent your ſelfe often in prayer, before | 


Chriſt our lord, if you lodge him in your breſt 


\by ie Communion | ; if you heare him ſpeaketo 
you in your ſpiritaall akin, and in fineif you | 


| 


will. but give him leaue to helpe you, youare 
to have confidence , that by little & litle he 
willbe healing your - ſoule , notwithſtanding | 
all the hatſh encounters which may occutre, 


putyouto paine; for, in fine, hee will worke 
tions which he ſendsy ou, '& the delights whe- 


reof he depriues you, he will oive you his 6wne 
moſt plenrifull d delight ; which {hall inebriate 


[you, as if it were with ſome ſwellin griuer; and 
you ſhall be infull Toy,for all eternitie, without | 
the want of any good, and without the feare of | 


lofi ing what you have. You ſhall there finde 
your ſelfe to be highly wellcontent, & paid; 


ot a 


{ves for the crervity of all eternities. Amen. 


Of your ſelfe you can doe none of theſe 


and more felicity ſhall be impar ted to you, then 
[your ſelfe could cell how to deſire; Which fe- 
Iicity 15 not a creature but a Creatout himſelfe | 

{1s things; that true God whoc lives '& rai- | 


Doe not ſtart out of his hads, ,though the cure | 


the cure atthe fitteſt t: ty me, And for the afflic- 


ned 
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A Letter of the Author to a diſciple of his 
who was growne 4 Preiſt, He 


ions muſt be atfrred for 
the ſeruice and loue 
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Ight Reuerend Father , ] haue receiued 
L\. your letter , which hath wrought in me the 
ſame effec, with thoſe others which formerly 
| I had from you; Namely rendering of thankes to 


' 


[ vpon you , according to the teſtimony which 
| your words giue, of that which dwells in your 
heart, It wrought alſogreat confuſion in me, to 
| ſee you call me the Maiſter, and Father, of him, 
| | to whomelT should thinke it a great fauour of 
our lord, ifI could deſerue to be a Sonne, anda 
Diſciple, And eſpecially I was confounded , yea | 

and putto paine, to heare you ſay in the endof 
| your letter, that you would haue written me 
| many, if it had notbeenefor the Decorum, which 
| you thought your ſelf bound to keepe , of an 
 Anditonr , and a Scholler, This is not a courſe 
[ wherein you muſtproceed with me; for there is 
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| £4 shewes that exterioun affu- | 


our lord, for the guifts which he hath beſtowed | 
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{ noe reaſon that you should put me to loſle, | 
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onely becauſe I deſire, to ſerue and profit you, - 
And if you treat me in this manner , you will - 


| 


Ep 46. 755 


\ make he heare, and hold my peace. 
I know not ; cif I wrote not to you the other 


ſome, who yet hold themſelues to be ſpirituall; 
And it is, that they deſpiſe, the corporall aftli- 
ions, and troubles , which are yndertaken, 
| for the loue of ourlord, If L wroteto you there- 
of, there wilbe nothing loſt , though I ſay it 
ouer azaine z and if not , it is neceſlary ; that I 
write it. 

Since, that light of our eyes, Chriſt our lord, 
lived in this world , vader ſoe many aftlictions, 
and died with ſoc many torments, his ſeruants 
| remaine {oe hungry . of ſuffering ſomewhar; 


| that it exceedes the appetite wherewith men of 
| this world, runne after eaſe. And not onely are 


| they content to ſuffer affliction, when 1t comes 
ion , which may be neceſlary to them for the 
the wayes they can, and fo: they make oroofe 
lord docs how he was.in ſoe much pai- 


loue of ys. 

For, as the faint and repid kind of man, 
would of himſelfe be glad ro ſuffer noe afMli- 
&ions , but yet he beares them with patience 
waen they come, leaſt otherwiſe he nay offend 
our lord; : foe cac : feruent louer of Teſus Chriſt, 


day , of an errour, which I haue diſcouered in 


vpon them, (and much more that kind of aftli- 
aoyding of finne ) butrthey ſeeke it our , by all 


thereby , of the love they Done to Chriſt our. 


— 


ne by the affli&ions which he eadured, for the | 
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 maund, In ſuch ſort that as he who 1s bur ſlack, 


of that, which Chriſt ourlord delivered, when 


would faine take noe eaſear all; and it perforce 
he mult take any, heendures ir, but with patien- 
ce, becauſe (oe Chriſt our lord , doth com- 


in the ſernice of God, hath delight and eaſe 
in his deſire, and takes aftiiction but with pa- 
tience , {oe the true Chriſtian 1s bur patient to 
ſee himſelf at caſe , and hath affliction in his \ 
defire, 

[This growes from the ſpirit of Chrilt our | 
lord; and whenthis is perfect in a ſ{oule, it wor- 
kesthar, which it wrought in him : which was | 
a loue of affliction for vs, the better to shew vs 
bis loue, And thereypon it allo follawes, that 
when men would comfort one who is but ſlack 
and negligent , vpon tae arrinall of any aftli- 
ction, they muſt doe ir iuſt foc , as they would 
comfort a good Chriſtian, when. he happens to 
bein repoſe andeaſe, Forthe one of them fut- 
fers caſe which heloues not, and iuſt ſve , is af- 


fiction {ufferred by the other, Now this is part | 


ne commaunded vs , to take vþ the Croſſe , if we 
meant to be his diſciples, I fay it is a part thereof: 
tor the other, and chiefe part whereof this Croſſe 
conſiſtes , is the mortification, and death of our 
(elf conceyt, andwill ; and of our paſſions and 
POWEers, | 
This is that old man, who muſt die, as Chriſt 
our lord dicd ypon the Croſſe , what is this old 
man 2. the body, which is paſſible and mortal! 
andchat otherinward man, whereof I haue ſpo- 
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| other part, howſocuer it belelſc principallthea 
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body , leaſt his mind might orherwiſe grow 


—_— 


| —_—— 7 v3. 


EPISTLES. Ep.46. 257 


ken before, mult bealiodead in vs. 
Bur although this be rhe cheite part of car- } 
rylng the Croſſe , we mult not put away chat | 


115 ad modicum vilss eff , yet the ſeruant of Chrilt | 
our lord, will not leaue to pleaſe him, even in 
the leaſt things which can be thought, And j 
lealt we should fall into errour , the fame Apc- , 
{tle {faith ellw here. Caſtizo corpus TIT27, CT T7} ſeru- 
wiem redjzo Iconcciue notthat ke ſaid this, be- 
caule he was tempted with the flesh, as fome vnder- 
ſtand thedifficulty whereof he complaynes; bur : 
that he would punish and ſoecure himſelfe, by 
way of preſeruatiue , viing this exercile of his 


lick, Andelſwhereheſaith, when he recountes | 
the afflictions which he endured, Semper mortifie |** 
cationem leſu Chriſti in Corpore noſiro crreumferentes, | 
where hee calles that the mortification of Chriſt: | 
which isthe very Croſſe of corporall aftiictions, | 
In another place he faich alſo, Qui Cor1ſtt ſunr, * 
Carnem ſuam crucifixeruat, And if he had meant 
this onely , of crucifing the affettions, it had ſut- | 
ficed to ſay, Cum vitis 753 concupiſcent!ts, bur by | 
laying carnem,it proues, that he meant «fjf:c/10,s | 
of the body. | 
This he explicates very well, in his Epiltle | 
tothe Corinthians where, amonglt other things, | 
wherein men were to exerciſe themfelues, he. 
reckens yp corporall afflictions, namely faſting 
and watching , ſo that the whole man , muit ' 


this, And though $ Paul ſay, Exerciiatio COYPe TimobS| | 
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| paine, and miſery ; ſince heereafter , he is to be | 
conforme to him, as hejs inglory. 


"of corporal] afflictions, that ſoe the whole man, 


| 


| dreſſed to ſome other good intention, but even 


| of Chriſt our lord, should faue vs, ( ſola enim 
Crux Chri{ts \eþ ſalniſica yet at leaſt lett vs vie 
| them 1n imitation ofthat extreme pouerty ,and 


Sharpe affliction which Chriſt our lord endn-! 


ynder-goe the Croſſe, ſince C hriſt OUT lord , cied | 
vponir, "Our foule muſt dye, by the compaſſion | 
and memory of Chriſt Sade and by the 
mortification of the ould man , as hath beene 


(aid : andthe body alſo muſt dye, vpon the Cyoſje 


may be conforme to Cheidd our lord, as he is in 


I haue ſaid thus much , that you may take a 
(cantling, of thoſe forces, which God bach o1- 
uen you , and that foe you may imploy them, 
vpon docing , and ſufferring, all you can. And] 


tis , not onely conlidering that it may be ad- 


x th A 


though i it be for noe other reaſon, let it be done, | 
[£0 the endthat you may be in conformity with 
Chriſt our lord as he was afflicted; and not vpon | 
neceſſity , bur for loue. And though neyther 
[the haicecloarh ,nor hard bed, nor ſuchrhinges 
as theſe, how(oenct they kewiad for the loue | 


red , in being *crucified , which conſideration, 
will not be lightly eſteemed by vs, if we be not|. 
wholy voyd of the loue, we owe him. Gloris| 
enim magnatft [equi dominum« Andthus much of| 
this matter. 


| There were two other points, of which 1 


| thought to ha aue written , bur there 1 is noe rime 


— 
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tor them now, I will note them downe, leaſt I 
Should forgett them : ypon condition that you | 
write me word, what there is to be amendedin_ 
this letrer, | 


© 
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A Letter of the Authour to a Lord of 
great quality \ Who Was ſecke , and | 
very fearfull of death. He teaches © 
lim how he is to carry 


readit, and I haue vnderſtoodit; andI hope, 
our lord hath mercy for you in ſtore. For tt is 
noe great wonder, that his greatnes should doe | 
| fauour to one who deſerues it not; ſince he hath 
doneit ſoe often, to ſuch as haue deferued the'' 
expreſle contrary. I am not ſorry a whitt, that 
| your lord-ship is affrayed of death; for although 
this feare beathing paynefull, there is noe hurt | 
| for a man to apprehendit; and many times 1t 1s 
| ſent by our lord; to the end, that, by the ſpurre 
| of feare, we may bee vrged on todoe that, which 
| wee willnotdoe, for the ſpurre of fove. And he . 
as being a father of mercy , vſefnll ro guide 
thoſe affaires, in ſuch an admirable manner ; as 
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[ Haue receiued your lord-ships letter, T haue | 


, 

_ - a—_ = OO _— — 
—_ > - > ——_— — l " 

= - _ _ + ———_ a. — 
Re AE ths A. - ono om 2 x 7 og me - * bw] _— I -_ 2 a 
—_ : - =E-2D EE” EL ESE Io BOY oo Eon Lone Ei EST, Gn inns EDO os Ye ae > 2 - - — [a 
> — mm ee Im y,—- "px, —- - -_ -&- - MA = ZE - = rn Wee : ' 5 RK: —_ OY CIO IR NG E Re " 
-— ——_ - a___— —— — _ I 4 > - dw - - y FREE 2 2»: ye yy 4 Ine 3. 2 2 —— - —_ == 5 — 
- oy *. wt = 2 I ” s ” : ens SA ENS OE ens Ny . by *»* = Fo EC as i 2m = _ © -_ 
- . : £ : & V3 a * % - CE —_ -y ks. _— __— Donne —_ 4 == 
4 6 - - —_- ” 
ST - oe es b = 


© ns. Sx, ra = 
= Ice _ 


—— 


(Far, both feare, and hope, may helpe vstorice | 
|\thar way , which itis neceſſary, for him to pre- 
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] as themen, who are Lords of Rates, as your 


Churches of your ſtate , that whoſoeuct had 


pare , and ro make: playne ; and in fine thus 
 feare , ſerues for many good purpoſes, and; It 18) 
wurefull for none. | 

Idefire, that your lordshipp , would com- | 
maund that houſe to bee built, where your pa- 


rewith thoſe townes of yours are charged, [ 
wish more ouer, that you would nor cauſe any 
ſumptuous cloathes, or furniture, or ſuch like 


member any thing which you may have wonne 
il] at play , which either is not reſtored, or els 
| not loſt againe to the ſamepartyes, Laduiſc you| 
to make reſtitution thereof. And , foraſmuch| 


Ear 


 ges areto bee lodged, Asalſo, that you would | 
 defrey the coſt of thoſe armes, and horſe, whe- | 


things to bee vrouided now, Beſides if you re- | 


Lordship is, are not able to reach tothe know- 
ledge of all the wrongs which may bee dohe to 
others by you , 
(through theire negligence JI could wish, you 
would commaund it to beepublisbed, in al the 


 receiued any wrong by you, should declare the 


bg Dominique R and the Paſtor of your| 
Church where you dwell, and ſome man lear- 
ned in the lawes ; who Nye. the affaires of 
wg ſtate , to heare , and (ce what were fitt to 

ee done, Some-particular cauſes your Lord- 


it chould be of {ome 1 w>ublc to you ) that To 


noe nor. yet your ſervants! 


| | ſame, and that ſatisfaction should be giuen him. | 
Andy ou sball doe well, to appoint the Prior of | 


Shipshall doe well to hearc your ſelf, ( thoug h | 


ts. 
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| 


\tomeeto bea fitt remedy of all thoſe wrongs, 


reof, Be it what it will , your loraship is to ani- | 
mate your ſelf with new courage , to offer | 
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hey may not ay: els where, thatthis courſe puts. 
you tro more payne, then it doth, Idefire by all 
meanes, that all chis may bee done;for it ſeemes | 


which may concerne your neighbours; & now, 
itis as caſy to doeitwellas it val be hard; if ivbe 
adorned, till after this life, Let it be noe impedi- 
nent to this, that the world may chaunce not to | 
likeit; ſince he , whoe reſpe&ts the pleaſ! ure of | 
God, will eaſel y deſpiſe, das ofthe world. 

As for rin, with whome your lord- | | 
chip willed mee to ſp eake , I have notdone it 
yet: for , I haucnow FRA my bed ten or twelue | 
dayes together, Bur yeſterday, I roſe, and I will | 
ake great care todoe what you c6maund very 
chortly - and you Shall knowe what I finde. 

Since you went from hence , our lord hath ] 
deene pleaſcdto giuc: izRamnch more varticu- | 
ar care to recommend you into the hands of his: 
mercy, I did not rhen , vnderſtand the cauſe, 
Itislike co be this that there is more needethe- | 


your ſelf vpto the will ot our lord: like one who 
performes ſeruiceto his father whois ſome great | 
man ,. w home hee loues much: your lordship 
was not borne for your ſelf, but for God, For 
even before you were borne, you were already 

purchaſed by leſus Chriſt, who boughr vs, wich 
himſelf ( a es of inceſ{timable yalewe ) ro te 
end that wee , who liue, might as S. Paul ſayeth, 


| 


notline to-cnv-ſelues, but to þim. Who is hee, that | 


SFIKELV AEL 
will pretend roremayne his owne, now thathe 
| ſees himſelf to haue beene bought, by Almighty 
; God, and by theprice of God himſelf, 

\ | Thereare men, who offer theimſelues to the 
 lofle of their lives in ſome warr for flight cay- 
ſes : and hall wee be foe deſtitute of courage: 
as not to gine our-ſelues to God ? He gaue him- 
{elf for vs , into the hands of thoſe baſe execy. 
| tioners : and hall not wee aduenture to putt| 
| our-ſeJues into his? He did it, that he might 
| die and iwee arc to doe it, that wee may liue, 

| I would not haue your lordſhipp to be ni- 
eardly herein , but make now this account, 
| There is a God; and for that miſery, which he 
hath endured for mee ; and for thoſe ſinnes 
which he hath forgiuen mee, and for thoſe 
bleſſings which he hath vonchſafed mee ; 1 
owe my felf to him, three thouſand times ouer, 
If hitherto I haue not giuen him, the entire do- 
minion ouer my ſelf, I am ſorry for it, From 
this inſtant I giue my ſelf free ; and without| 
any impediment, or obligation otherwiſe; that 
| he may rreate me wholy, according to his will; 
and that mine, may ſubmitr it ſelf , ro his, as| 
| wellin the docing of any thing which he com- 
' maundes, by his holy lawe: as inthe ſuffering 
of any affliction, which he shall either contt- 
| nue, oraddto mee, Where can I be kept bet- 
ter, then in the hands of God , into which] 
| putt my ſelf? ſince he ſuffers not his creatures 
to beloſt: and was content to looſe his life,that 
1 might be enabled to doe this. He would not 


£ 


y_ RI A SE IR —_— 
BE —— — 


—— 


— ——_— 


Ficfre it. For it is nota proceeding for God to 


|kathnoe mind to receiue, any more, then it is 


lour good, and conſequently that wee may bee 


|linnes of your former life , ought to divert you, 


_——. 
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akeit of mce, if he did not like it : and he 
yould not take pleaſure in itt, if he did not | 


ie, ro defire vs to giue him that , which he 


his cuſtome, to commaund that wee aske,and 
yet he forbcare to giue, And fince he hath no- 
hed his deare willto vs, wherewith hedetires 


[his : let vs not doubt to belciue, but that he, 
[{(whots ſo carefull ro demaund, and he who 
demaunds with the menace of hell, if it be| 
Inot graunted , and with promiſe of the king- 
dome of heauen ifFit be ) will not be flackein 
recciuing that very thing , which he de- 
maunds, 

Let it not{eemeto your Lordship, that the 


from this amorous embracement of Almighty 

God : fince he ſtands crying out to a ſinner, i 
with his armes all open, and lince he doth fo, | 
defore the ſinner calles on him. For thus he: 
laith, Fornicata es cum amatoribus multis , tamen 
\reuertere ad me, & ego ſuſcipiam te. Thou haſt com- * 


[to mee, and [ will receine thee, 

_ The $hepheard will not eaſily be weary in | 
ſeeking his loſt sheepe, northe falkonerin pro- | 
curing to recouer his hauke; and when hefin- 
(des her, he takes her: andreturnes home, with 
much 1oy. 
I fay this, becauſe by what I conceiue of 
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mitted fornication with many loners: but yet returne| 


EP. 47: 393 | 


| þ 


- FY 
——— 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


"rt 


[T7 


— 


him. , _ Frag 
4 ts. ts. Att. __- hd mw —— 
© —_— 


je, FRikitvatlt by 


a. a As... - 
= 2 


for 


— 


= 
Dd 


your lordship, you are endewed with a greater 
meaſure of the k nowledze of yoar ſelf, then of th, jno 
\knowledse of God : andrherefore, that you will be ſ{o! 
more ſabiec&t ro feare, then to hope, and loge, 1 MWigit 
wish you not to retract the ill opinion you haue {et 
| of your ſelfe : confeile , and beleiue , rhat yoy 

haue cauſe: and doe not ſeeke to remoue your {th 
feare, vith falſe hopes , and lyes : to diminish Wire 
| your miſeryes , by that meanes, This would|}ſWito 
| notindeed proue any diminution, but anaddi. Wie 
tion of one miſcheif, vpon the backe of another, ſito 
and thelatter, would be worfethen the former, }|{ji 
{andanimpediment, in ſteed of a remedy : ſince)ſſ| 
God neuer graunts his pardon and mercy, but}}[|d: 
[toſuch aone, as vnderſtands his owne mileric. |||{1 
| Burt beleiue, that as wee are more wicked, |ſſ|f0 
then wee can arrtueto knowe : foe is God more 

1 good, then wee can poſlibly imagine, Another} 
kind of hart hath he, then wee conceiue, and|}04! 
eſpecially in pardoning : which men knowe lc 
very ill how to doe, becauſe they knowe notjjti 
well how to loue, And from hence it growes, i 
that they are not able to reach , to that height [ 
of mercy, which God vouchſafes to ſinners, For f 
as they know nothing by experience of them-|{|# 
ſclues, bur anger, againſt ſuch as offendrhem 
(and ifthey pardon, there yet remaynesa thou- 
ſand reliques of thediſguſt , and withall a great 
cooling of theyre loue)) therfore doe they judge 
of God, as they would doe of themſelues; and 
if they ſay with theyre mouths, tharthere is dif- 
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ference betweene God and man , and thar they 
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broiue as well as they can, yet theyr harts doe 
not 'beate tothe ſame time,When your lordships 
ſonnes Shall bee more growne , and hall haue 
loiven you ſome diſguſts;you will haue had ſome 
lent, and taſte of this. 


| %eþ that ſonnemake him angry; burhe cor- 

F rectes him, and ſtill carries the hart of a father 
towards blif, And oe 1s ourlord wont to pro- 
cede; and whenſocuer the ſinner hath a mind | 
toreturne to him, herefuſes not toreceiue him 
1ato his paternal! hate: 


Lefri Iring that he would retourne : and all his 
[ſinnes arenot ableto quench this deſire in him, 


ſiato the hart of God, by him . whois the Me- 
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"Ep. 46, 355 5 | 


Tae father doth not valone the ſonne , al- 


RY 


| Yeaand euen when he retournes not, he is 


fort his loves that which ſtill exceeds. 
Now wee gayne this loue, and this retreate, 


liatour betweene God, and men Teſs Chriſt our 
lord, Who being the naturall ſonne, did gayne 


chould haue the hart of a father trowardsvs, his. 
ſonnes ; whenſoeuer wee would diſpoſe: our 
[clues to enioy this benefit, by meancs of per- 
nance, and the Sacraments. "This loue, 1s as the 
c0ote, From whence itproceedes , that Almigh- 
ty Godis contentto expect vs, to call vs, tore 
celue ys, to pardon vs, and tO ſaue vs, For if 
wee conſ; der well, the hart; and loue, where- 
with this fauour is Joan vs; it will enamour vs, 
and oblige ys more to him, then the fauour it 
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[the adoption of ſannes for.vs : aid that God | 
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elf, which he affordes what aching 1SIt, that, | 
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| torments, could not {oe quench them, as to 


to a ſuperiour ; or at the moſt , from but an 
 equall , to an equall, Butt now , this loue 
from God to man, is more then wonderfull, 


| way whereby to knowe the workes of God; 


Goddoth {oe much loue man, as through the 
nuchloue,he beares him, and notwithſtanding 
rac greatoftences which man committes againſ} 
him, he yer doth not take this loue from him; 
nor dothit euer make him ſay, I will loue ſuch , 
one nve more, though he come ta mee azayne ;1 wil. 
nat ſeeke him out , nor will I ſend to entreate buy; 
that be may retourne to my houſe, He {aith noe ſuch 
thing as this, But that perſeuering loue, doth 
{till burne with a lively flame ; and this foe 
very clearcely , that as theſe great waters of his 


make him forbeare to dye for vs : foe neither 
can the much greater waters of our finnes, ex 
tinguish this enflamed charity of God towards 
vs. Bur it remaynes euer conquerour, borhin 
his paynes , and in our offences : ſuffering 
there, and forgiuing heere, Hee who hall 
wonder at this , will haue reaſon, For it 
would be a wonderfull thing , if this kind of 
loue were shewed, euen from an inferiour, 


And yer , on the otfier ſide, he who $hall not 
beleiue it , in reſpe& that it is ſo ſtrauvge a 


thing , putts a great affront vpon Almighty 


| God, fince he beleiues it not ; becauſe it is ſoe | 


wonderfull a w orke, 
Whereas, on the other ide it is as cleare 


if they be ſoe great, as to make ſuch wonder, 
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lworkes are alſo ro be ſoe, And if the reſte of 
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as know chem, For if be be wonderfull , his 


his workes be wonderfull , theſe of his loue, 


are wonderfull in the higheſt degree : foraf- 

much as they ſpring , out of his goodnes : in the 
manifeſtation whereof, he takes more delight, 
and glory, and yſes it more, then in the mani- 
feſtation of the other attribures, As the Pro- 
pher Dauid faith , Miſerationes ers ſuper omnia 
opera e145, His mercyes are oner all bu workes, 
How ill therefore are they aduiſed , who re- 
fuſe to beleiue that which God doth , becauſe 
it is much ; and who refuſe to expecte, and 
hope , becauſe that which he promiſes is much: 
comparing , and parallelling the great acts of 
God, by the {oe short meaſure of theyre owne 
poore vaderſtanding, 

The woeman of Samaria , cannot arriue to 
kaowe , how Chriſt our lord can come by any 
water: and much leſle, how he can beſtow any 
ſuch water , as that whoſoever dranke thereef should 
thirſt noe more, But our lord faith, that the woe- 
man knowes not the gwift of God , nor who it is 
that aduiſes her to faith , and penance : and who 
ls ready to infuſe the holy Ghoſt , into her 


hart, And foe, there are ſtill , men ſoe co=-| 


wardly, and weake in faith, that they cannot 
deleiue any thing of God, bur onely in confor- 
mity with theyre owne poorenes. Placeing 
theyre eyes vpon theyre little ſtrength , and 
theyre little deſert : and (o like beaſts of earth 
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they creepe vpon theearth, and riſe noe higher, 
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|crowne of a kingdome, w 


| neceſſities, which may oCccurre to vs. He the. 


| -chould it ſelf with new feruour;and to amend 
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But he that lookes vpon God, who giues ys 
ais fonne, who is his loue, and who ſweetnes | 
God towards vs; and in whome he is{pe high- 
ly content, and in whome his diuine eyes take 
delight , how can he doubt, of that hart, bur 
thatit will bee fauourable to vs, when wee call 
vpon it; with pennance;and pitifull in all thoſe 


refore who knowes this, and deſires it as he 
Oug! y well hope, that he ſhall hane it, 
ought , may well hope, that he {hall haue it, 
| And with haning that, he hathall good ; and 
will have nothing to feare, as thatſlaucmuſt 
doe who wantes loue. | 
Make therefore haſte, to loue this Lord, | 


forme your ſelf, and to follow our Lord yet 
cloſer, beſure that you renew it, and-encreaſe 
it now. For our Lord commaunded twice, 
that his people ſhould bee circumciſed. Once 
when he enioyned Abraham, todoe it; andthe 
ſecond time, when hebrought Loſue into the land 
of promiſe, The firſt, ſignifies the fixſt coming of 
a man, from a worldly, and wicked life , to fol- 
low the way of the will of God , which is me 
freight way; eſpecially in the eyes of the world. | 
The ſecond is, when God will carry afoule to 
his kinedome, and then he commaunds it, to | 


i 
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it ſelf, and to cutt of all ſuperfluity ; to rhe end, 
thar, with purity, and joy, it may expecte that, 
hich the goodnes of 
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| who loues you ſoe much ; and hath conſerved | 
youſo well, And ifcucr you had a delire to re- | 
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read, and giuealmes, and doe wharſoeuer other 
ood worke, our Lord {hall inſpire you to, 
Andlet mee knowe how the world goes with 
you, Andif your Lordship recouer y your health, 
wee will yet remaine with hauing put our 
ſoule well in order;and with bhauing gotten 
ſtrength againſt feare, The Holy Ghoſt that 
great comforter , which through Teſus Chriſt 


ſd, to receiueit, dwelleuer in your Lordſhip, 
ind teach you Ow you may beſt pleaſe him, . 
andguide you; by the right Way. Amen, _ 


ORE aca. 


God hath prepared for his TIES Your” 
Lordship mult yſe to confefle and communi. þ 
cate often; for it is a thing; which giues moſt | 
ſtren th, 6 comfort, to heate theſentence of | 
| tot and to receiueour Lord leſus [ 
Chriſt into our boſomes. You mult pray, and | 
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Our Lord, was giuen tO ſuch : as are well diſpo- | 
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|coyou chrough any exceſle of pennance, the ok 


;ypon noe other reaſon but onely becauſe our| 
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A Letter of the Fathour to a lady'who was fick. He 
' Comforts her in her affl; (ions , and animates 
ber to beare them for the. Jowe of Chriſt 
| our lord , who was ſoe aſfli- 
cted for her. | 


fick, and I am not fory forit, For if it come 
nishment is well employed, and if you be ck| 


lord (cdesit to you, letvsbid it welcome ina good 
| houre, as being a part of his Croſſe. And though 
in ſome reſpect, your paine puttes me to paine, 

as our lord knowes, yet onthe other ſide, Iam 
gladofir, becauſe 1 cleary diſcerne the profit 
w hich will be made vpon this occaſion, by one 


| 


 whomel foe muchdefire to ſee improued. They 


comes afterward, For thepreſent, take not your 
eyes from of the Croſſe, nor your heart from him 
whoplaced you ont, Giue not over till you fin- 
de that ſufferance is ofa ſweet taſte, for thatis 
the true touch of loue, Take noe compaſſion | 
vpon your ſelfe , for there are both in heauen 
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[and earth, who haue compaſlion on you, from 


/ 


_ | OE” pP————_— 


g Adam I haue vnderſtood , that you are | 


arenot comforts which I wishto my children, | 
| but they are correftions ; the time of comfort 
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with moſt perfect loye. 

Ler not your faith grow weake in theſe ne- 
cefſities ; and dangers , nor your love by the 
feeling of theſe afflicti65: when the fire is great, 


inflame it. And ſoe when a ſoule loues God 
but inieſt, any little blaſt of aire puts it out, as 
it would doe a candle, But true loue growes vp 
in affliction, for it applies riiore ſtrength whete- 
with to endure , the more weight, it {ces Co- 
ming towardes it, And becauſe char loueis of 
God , it conquers affliction : and noe water 


could ſerue to quench that fire, which comes 


their very y hearts , ,.and that which 1s laid: on you "= 
[was very well conſidered of before; and it pal- | 
[ſd througlithe handes of one, whs lowes you 


the winde doth not onely not quench it, bur | 


| Our lord called you, that you night loue 
him, and this loue is noe ſuch ching : as muſt 
v1uC you teaſon to regale your ſelfe, But you 


| aibht abhorre your ſelfe for the loue of Chriſt 


our lord, and deny, your ſelfe, to confeſſe him: 
nd be cruell to your {elfe , that you may be 
lweet and acceptable to his divine Maieſty. If 
you loue and defire to enioy your ſelfe , you 
muſt reſolue to looſe your ſelfe, If you deſire 


to ſee the face of God, you muſt paſl £ towardes 


\bim through the vikces. If you care to lodge 
him in your hart , Caſt your ſelfe away, with | 


all other creatures vpon him. Our lord will 
haue you all alone; and all afflicted, not for any 


Il it will he beares you, bur becauf E Rok his ow ne 
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ha 


to {ee his adopted ſonnes apparrelled with any 
other livery then that, There 1s nothing ſoe 
beautifull in his ſight, as to ſeethe1mage of his 
| onely begotten ſonneinvs, And as there is no- 
thing,vpon which a ſoule can ſoe gladly looke, 


Sena” 


of vs vponthe Croſſe, and the more afflicted and 
deformed we ſee him there, the more beautifull 
he ſeemesto vs,ſoe the more wee {utter for God, 
the more beautifull wee shall {ceme to him, 
Noris it much, that a {oule which defares to 
{ecme handſome in the fight of God , should 
adorne it ſelfe with ſuch curious cleanling wa» 
refs, as may enamour his diuine Maicity by his 


| {ccing her, ſince the women of the world doc 


many thinges which put them co no. ſmall trou- 
ble, and charge, ſoe that they may content the 
{onnes ofmen, Madam we mult caſt our skin- 
nes, before we shall be plealing to Almighty 
all part being conſumed, it comes reſplendent 
from the Crucible. B29 

Let vs be ashamed of being.ſoe weake, ina 
 bulines which is foe great, as to lmport the plea- 


this poynt yell indeed, we-should get heart 


paturali ſonne, was ſoe afflicted, he likes not 


| aSvpon ourlord Teſ#s being tormented for loue 


God. Gould is purified by fire, and the terreſtri- | 


ling of Almighty. God : and if: we vnderitood 


cuen to shed our blood for him; that foe we 
might appeare fairer inbis fight, As a certaine | 
holy Ercmite, conlidering this very thing, and 
ſeeing a woman, of the world goe foe gallant, 
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| and {oe well adorned, he began to weepe and 
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[| |[fay, Pardon me, O lotd, pacdon me I beleech. 
thee; for the ciitious dcefling, which this wo- | 
|man, beſtowes vpon her ſelts archis-one day, 
to pleaſe the eyes of the world,ouerltrips all the 
paines which I hauetaken many yearesfor the 
pleaſing of thine. 

x S oe that , my good lady, this. entreprife of 
| lone 15s noe matter of wordes . but of ſorrow, of i 


bitter torments, of the dishonour ofthe world, 
of being abandoned by the creatures thereof, & | 
ſometimes euen of the ſeeming abtence froth 
the proteCtion of the Creatour. And notwith- 
| ſtanding all this a man muſt cary a g0od coun- 
tenance, and not be ſubiect to complaintes, Or 
deieQion of heart : bur he muſt reſemblethat 
Martyr, whoſe bowelsthey drew out of his bo- 
[dy, and whoſe flesh they tore from his bones, 
with iron combes : and yetthere ſounded noe | 
word out of his month but the name of leſws, 
nor was there any thing in his hart, but Bleſſed 
| be God, togeather with a purpoſe to >endure yer | 
more, if God shoulddiſpoſe himſelte to fend it, 
r:iT's ſuffer for Chriſt our lord, is greatglory, 
and Godimpartes not thar , burto ſuch a one, 
as whomehe lones much. A great mercy itisro } , 
| give a guilty perſon fillips, and to relcaſe thoſe 
 {courges , Which were his dew, and if that 
wherein we ſtand obliged to the ;uſtice of God, 
may be ſatisfied by what we can ſuffer h2ere,in 
the! name of Godlet vsfall to worke, and let vs 
pay whatſoener his dinine Majeſty willimpoſe, 
loe that being g gone trom hence , we may 11- 
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ſtantly by behold the face of God. Let vs | 
abou in this banishment of ours ; for inſtant-. 
ly ypon the end thereof, we ſhall be landed in 
our owne country, S. Auguſtine ſaith that be 
wrongs a Martyr who prayes % him when he is 
dead: for Marryrdome makes a foule fly ſtreyghr 
vp to "aa Let vs therefore labour to be 
Martyrs by our patience in affliction for |} 
though our perſecution be not {oe greiuous 
as theirs was for the time, yet it laltes lon- 
ger. And we ſhould indeed defire , that this | 
life might not be too recreatiue , but a 
meere Martyrdome. For ſuch was the life of 
our Lord, and fuch doth hee deſire that ours 
ſhould I. | | 

There haue beene may martyrs for the 
faith of Chriſt our Lord, but in fine many 
are. gone to heauen , who were not ſ{oe, But 
we all muſt be tbe Marty rs of loue , if we 
meane to goe thither, This loue mult tor- 
ment vs, and put ys tO paine , both becaule 
our ſoles offend God , as ao becauſe others | 
| doe it. This loue mult deprine vsof the com- | 
forts of this life, and mult load our ſhoulders 
with a Croſſe. This loue muſtmake vs firſt im- 
brace affliction , and then paſle oyer it , in 
| the flame which was kindled by our Bas of 
God, This makes vs endure dishonours with- 
out feeling them as wine doth a drunkard. | 
This loue is in this, like all other loue , that 
wholoeuer polleſles it ſcekes not Glenfolf but | 
his beloued , whoinour caſe, i is God aloneand ' 
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| 


2k 


| 


1 


[leine it , fince God hath faid , it; and let ys! 


| for if God giye you much afflition, it is. be-| 
cauſe your many ſinnes deferue it ; and foe} 


1= 


his holy will, Bur this loue which now is ſoe 
cruell, how full of compaſſion will it be after- 
wardes, to him who hath bowed downe the 
head to receine. Martyrdome at the hand. 
thereof ? 

' A man cannot eaſily feele the force of 
loue, wherewith it torments, heere, nor that 
wherewith j it comforts afterwarde, Lat vs be- 


walke on in the faith, which we haue in his 
words ; for we haue yet a long way to make. 


| Chooſe which you had rather haue , eyther | 


long afflictions, . or els very great ones , for | 


noe man can ſcape ſuffering much, eyther in 
one fashion or another, Be not ſorry for this, 


'you are to make your payment heere , and 


{I beſcech our Lord that you may doe foc. 
For if I should dye , before you want to; 


Purgatory , perhaps you might want a 


| Neg? whoe would carry foe much com- | 
paſſion to your ſoule as my felf ; and would | 


take foe much care to free it, ' and if you 


dye firſt, 1 ſhall have paineenongh, in chin j 


king of you. 


Excuſe mee , for it is not fit , that 
eyther you or I | ſhould haue an cyc to. our 


owne eaſe ; kat that althoug: wee shauld 


| know , thar- after this life wee muſt ſuffer 


' paine , yet heere we muſt alſo take courage 


to ſuffer afflictions for loue , & loueis content. P 


| 
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ced for our loue:Chriſt our lord carried the Croſe 


| /e, and lett vs helphim to cary ir on, Chriſt our | 
| lord is dishonoured , and'I renounce honour, 
} Chriſt our lord, ſuffered rorments , and there- | 
| fore theyshall be welcome tome. He « as ſubie&t 
| co many neceſſityes, and1 ſubmitte my ſelfero | 


the ſame, For me he made himſelfe a ſtranger, 
and I deſire nor” to be the owner of any ingle 


me, and letr my life be a cotitinuall heath, for 


Chriſt our lord line in me, and that Chriſt, who 


| fide him. Let him diſpoſe of me ; howhe will; 
| for my part T will ſuffer affliction for him. Ler 
kim chooſe whether he will gige me any reward 


| dant; card Andifhe would oraunt me 2great 
| ſaite, Iwoulddefirenoe other ,thento haue af- 


| yet know fo | well that ifT continue vponthe 
Croſſe, he will ca ary rue, to his Crowne, To him 


Amen. 


—— 


vith nothing : but loue, Chriſt our lord ſuffe-| 


thing, wherein 1 my heart may reft.'Hedy edfor | 
the Tok of him, Let me line yetnow notme, batth 


wascrucified, exhauſted. abahdoned by all the 
| world, and receiued alone by Almighty God, 
"4s; Chriſt It loue ; vpon the: Croſle wlll 


| Teek e him, andfrom thevies hane IT noedeſire to. 


—— ——— 
- 


| ornoe ; for the very ſuffering it ſelfe, is an abun-| 


| icons : : for thereby I may ' know that I lone| 
{ him, and that he alſoe- Joiitt me, ſince helayes| 
; | me vpon the Croſſe , where himfelfe hay: For 
f though I haue'noe ayme at. mine owne profit, | 


1 be glory, through che. eternity of all erernityes. | 


/ 


EPISTUES 


A Letter of the Authour , to one, who forme:ly had 
| beene a diſciple of bis, and then being 7 of the Socie- 
ty of Ieſus , was growen 10 be, at the poynt of 
death, He congratulates his departure hence, and 


Order; "and be gines him great hope, of the eternall 
kmgdome , by meanes of the bloud of Chr: our 
Lord. 


FT HE grace of the holy Ghoſt, hs euer mich 
you. Though heere they ſay that you are 
pon the point of paſling | intothe land, of the 
tumg, foe as aman may thinke, that whileſt | 
am writing this, you may already be enioying, 
the deare i mbracements of our allf{weete eſis; 
etl thought it not amiſle, to venturethis let- 
ter cowards you 3 congratulating with you, 
your promotion to that Prebed, inthe Church of 
theceleſtiall Leruſalem,; where, without all cea- 
ing, Godis praiſed, Bay ſcene. face to face. Goe 
inagood houre, moſt deare father, goe I fay, 
in a good houre. both to ſee all Good . and © 
poſledle it, for all-eternity.Goe in agood hore, 
tothe befome of the celeſtiall father, whete' lis 
entertaines thoſe lambes of his -with glory; 
Which heere he fed with his or ace;; and corre- 


ted with his diſcipline. | 


tauour - which God did you, in callirg:you to 


| his goeins to entoy the fruites of bis labour in his | 


| 


| 


Now 'my good Father , shall you ſee ci 
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| our lord leſw Chriſt, vv ho hath goodnes enough, 


SPIRITVALL Ep.4s. | 


| a Religrons life, and in gluing you grace, inthe 


[tregth whereof, you difpiſingthe world, might 


follow him, by the way of the Creſſe. For now 


inrecompence thereat, he will gtue you beauen 
for your Rel:210us cont 1 zlory for that Croſſe, 
which you haue borne for his ſake, Bleſſed be 
O 
to induce him togiue ſuch glory , to ſuch wor. 
mes of the earthzraifing vp the poore man out of the 


| duſt,that he may ſits among!! the Princes of bus people, 


Happy is the houre of our corporall death, ſince 
thereby wee arecxalted, & intitled to take our 
ſeate, am6gſt thofe princes, wholiue eternally, 
in the high preſence of God, O day, which is 
the end of labours, and theend allo, of finnes, 
andin which, wee aſcend to ferue our Lord,in 
goodearneſt, and not as wee are wont todoe 
heere. below , where weeare all diſcomforted, 
through the imperfections of thoſe ſeruices, 


which we performe to God, For heerea man| 


gocs halting, & faynting with hunger, through 


| hisdefirero pleaſethatdiuineMaieſty, & to ſer-| 


ue him with all the ſoule.Butin heaus, this deli- 
reis perfected, & that, in ſo c6pleat a manner, 


that all the whole man, is imployed inthe {er- 
| uice,& praiſe of God, withour being ſubiectto 
theleaſt impedimet, which may interpoſe it ſelf 


| Blefſed be God, who hath, foe ſoone beene 
pleaſed to gather you vp, into his granary, le«ſ 


wallice might els hane chaunged your mind , and to 
ſhewyoutheriches of his bounty , who forſoe 
few yeares of ſeruice , imparts an cternity ot 


[ 
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| fruit of his paſſion, this 1s to valeyw "of bis ora- 
ce; this is our happy encounter, tahaue fallen 
into the hands of ſuch a Lord,to know him, & 
| to loue him, though 1 it be with many imperfec- 
tions. But he Walhes them awa y by his bloud, 
making vs partakers of his Sacramets, And the 
paternall loue, which he beares vs, both makes 
him eaſily enclineto pardon our faul Its, & to be/ 
very copious in rewarding our ſeruices, And be 
coducts vs through the niddeR of the red {ea to 
the land of promiſe diuidingys, from our Gomes, 
as farre of , as the Eaſt, is from the Welt, and 
[drowning themi in his bloud, Soethat although 
wee may ſee them ſtill, yet wee ſhall ſee them 
dead, & they will ſcrue but to giue vsmartrer, & | 
reaſon, to praiſe our Lord, whe hath caſt both | ; 
the horſe and horſeman, into the ſea.. 

Goe Sir, with the benediction of our lord 
1| God, to enioy the riches of your deer Father, | 
\ which he.gayned foryou, R's thelaunce in his 
| hid,8& by thedding his owne bloud, who ncuer 
Il foyles to Focone all ſuch as place cheird hope, &. 
- | jloue in him, It is true that wee: ſhall mille you, 
- || &that wee ſhall thinkeour ſclues to be all alo- 
0) [Me when weare heere without you, bur fince 
God hath deſined you tothis great happyncs,ler 
lvs, who loue you, houldit for our owne. And 
wee who in our owneright ,ſhall lament, will. 
yet retoyce with you in Yours, likethe keother J 
of Rehecca, who is goeing to be eſfouſed, with, 
lack, which ſignifes 3 j1", , And cherefore. wer 
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you may encreaſe to thouſands of thouſands, and tha 
| 


bee 3m the whales belly , yet he harkenes to his 


ſay to you, you are our brother, and wee dejire thai 


your ſeede may poſſeſſe the gates of your enemyes, 
I doe not pretend to tell you, how you muſt| 
prepare your ſelf, for this Fealt, for there you 
have them, whocan doe it,and who will helpe 
you to paſle on, out of the hands of men, into 
the hands of God. And let ourlord who came 
into the world for you, and wha aſcended vp 
to the Cyoſje for you, be he who ſuccours you 
inſuchſorte, that though you walke in the midde} 
of the shadow , of death', you may yet feare noe 1l|, 
See you call ypon- him, for though you ſhould 


ſeruants, euen whenthey are there, Callypon 
his Bleſſed Mother, who is allo ours. Call vpon 
the Saigts, whoare our Fathers, and our bre- 
thren ; for with-ſuch helpes as thoſe, you can- 


| nor feare to looſe the celeſtiall kingdome. | 


Andif our lord, will haue you paſſe through 
Purgatory, let his name be bleſſed ſtill ; for ſoc 
that you may haue hope to ſce him, you ſhall 
gladly endure any thing', which may be impo-|i 
ſed. I beſeech Chriſt our Lord who dyed for| 


you, to accompany you at your death, and re-| 


parte out of this life. Say 
ſaydto his Father, [nmanns ts Pater, commend: 


(ſpiritummeum, AndTI confide in his mercy, that 


you ſhall be receiued by him, as a ſonne; and 
treated as the heire of God,and coheyre with 


— 


]Chriſtour Lord,” + | 
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ceiue you into his owne armes , when youde- WW 
youto him, as hee| 
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[yours, as our Lord ſaith in the Ghoſpetl ; when 


A 
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dayes of your life; and that this, was the time, 
lwherein you defired meeto remember you, Soe 


you, and lift vp your heades , for yourvedemption is 


| the redemption of terre body, 


A Letter of the Authour to a Religions | 


| 


| 


woeman, Who Was necre her death. 
He encourages her, and shewes 
how she 2s to carry her ſelf, 


at that time. 


Euout ſeruant of Chriſt our Lord ; you 
ſent mee word , that you were in the laſt 


Idoe, And though the newes you giue mee, is 


loke ypon you , with chriſtianeyes ,.it is to 
recreate my ſoule. And ſoe is it alſo to recreate 


thoſe things beginne to 5hew themſelyes , looke about 


ncere at hand. For though Chriſt haue freed you 
by his goodnes, & the merit of his bloud, from 


not pleaſing to fleſh and bloud ; yet when I| 


mortall ſinnes ; yet {till you are in daunger of | 
[committing euen then, and you aftually com- 
|mitt venial ſrnncs; and you are {till in the capti- 
q | uity of your body, whichis ſocſubie@to miſe- 
[rie, as that it makes, euen aS, Pauland others, 
{who arelike him, 2h anderoane. and ſay , as 
| dim ſelf relates it, that they lined in expeFation of | 


REETRETI_ m— — adn 


| 


— _ a. 


—— — "a — 


ET 


_ cuneate _— —_—_— 
API Ape - —— 


- = _—— = 7=- : 2,700 —_ 

— = _ — _ _— - 
— —_— — - —_ pn - _— = I 
-- = — - _— = = in _ 
= — _ — — — = SZ== _ = 
_— - _ — pg _ nt — - _ & Gen were een ee 
- _ _ — - "- _—_ _ 
ppc . F: —_———— 
T —_ —_— 
TI IPA REI. <p> 6, Or: ara OI IS eo rr I 


"RI 

' Ru 

? 1 

Luc.21 We 7s. 
= . \HEÞ 

RB: 

i : 


_— ——= — 25 = 
EDI 
— - —_— 
no — ——_ ——_— — _ my — 
REEEEee_—C_ OS 
mT ern 
——— 


m—_ 


_ -— 
p— 
SEES = 
— = 
hop 


_—_ 


2 — 
== <= 
—_ 
en 
= 
oxen; 
IF eg Lo nom een I ID II 2 
Way ons 
——_ _ 


TE ES 
- — - — - 
—— - —_== 
— ee oi 
-_ > — _ 
nn A Rn EG omead es. 
T Hon non D_—_ 


— 


5 
- p——_— 
ge — 


PO 0h 
$1 of 


SPIRITVALL_ 


But there, you ſhall neither (inne mortally, | 
nor yenially, For by meanes of the bloxd of that | 
lymbe , which was {hed for vs, hell, where they 
 euer/inne, ſhall have nothing to doe with you; 
bat onely Purgatory; where tliough they ſuffer, 
yet they ſinne not, And from thence , you ſhall 
goe forth to ſee your Spou/e,to enioy thatbliſle, 
which he wonne for you; with the nailes 1n his 
hands,and with his feete faſtened to the Croſſe, | 
| And foraſmuch as, itis aſtranger thing, to ſee 
| God nailedyponaCreſſe, then to ſee you placed 
in heaven; I confide in his goodnes, that, ſince he 
had mercy enough, to make him doe the more, 
he will riot want it for that which 1s theleſſe, 

Thither will he carry you, thither,T ſay, will 
he carry you; to remaine with himſelf, For the 
eſpouſalls, which heere were celebrated betwee- 
ne you, when you ſolznely made Profeſſion, that 
you would live and dycin the ſtate of Religion; 
was oneday.to be concluded, by that being, to- 
gether both of him the ſpo#ſe, aid of her, his fel- 
| low ſpouſe in heaucn; There ſhall you ſee your 
ſelf, in ſoe great liberty,and aboundance, that 
you will eſteemeyourincloſure, & afflictions, 
heere, for well employed. Andthere will they | 
give you, abody', which though in ſubſtance 
| it ſhall be the very ſame, which heere you ba- 
ue ; yet thall it be very differenr,in health, and | 
life, and other things, And you will incompa-{ |. 
rably more reioyce in it there, theti you haue 
ſuffered in it, heere. All entire, all entire , in| 
bodye , and ſoule , are yow to bee blefled| 
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EPISTLES.- Ep.50. 383 | 
there;and ſoe beautihied, as is fitt for the honour 
of him, who tooke you tor his ſponſe leſws Chriſt 
the lord, both of this, & the other world. Be not | 
therefore diſmayed , when you are to dye, by 
thinking of what your owne {innes deſerue, 
Chriſt our lord,can doeall things, and he loues 
you, & will not forſake you, And fince he hath 
preſcrued you, in this time of your nauigation, 
amongſt all the tempeſts of this life; be ſure, 
that he will not ſuffer youto periſh , now that 
you are goeing todilinbarke. 

Putt yourſelf wholly into his hid, offering 
your ſelf entirely, to him, both 1a life, & death, 
and ro whatſoeuer he will. And beg pardon of } 
him, by his bloud, for all that, wherein you ha- | 


ve offended him:and being confefled, & come 
- | municated, caſt your ſelf headlong at his feete, 
+ | | anddefire of him, one drop of his bloud , whe- 
| i reby you may be waſhed, and haue great confi- 
- | dence, that you ſhall bee ſoe, 

. |} Be as reſerued, to yourſelfe, & as free from all 
| [conuerſation, as the ſtate of your fickneſle will 
+ | [| permit. For our Lord, before he was tody, left 
. | [Lis diſciples, that he mightpray in ſolitude, to 
© | Bis father, giuing vs ſoto ynderitid, that inthis 
i | vaunce, we muſt reſeble him, Andleryourdife | 
\_ || <ourſe be with Chriſt our lord, & with his Bl 


| Mother. And to the end that your infirmity di- 
Puert you not, from them; it will be well, that 


2-1 l- oy ewe 
1e | $1 YOu behould an Image of the Crucifix ; & of his- 
1 | ( oother tading by him, Giue thikes to our lord, | 
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with your whole hart, forthefauour he hath | 
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done you, whether they be generall, of parti- } 
cular; and caſt your ſelf into the wounds of | | 
Chriſt oul Lord, which is that SanGuary, out | 
of which, his Iſtce, muſt not draweſuch ma- 
lefacours , as are repentant. And repoſe you 
there, and conceiue ſtrong hope, that by mea- 
nes of his bloud ; anddeath, you ſhall goe, and 
enioy; that life in heauen, which nenuer 1s to 
haueanend. Our Lord Its y s be euer witli 
| you, Amen; 


A Letter of the Authouy to a woeman , who did 
| greatly feele the abſence and. disfauour of our 
| Lord. He animates her to confide in our Lord; and 
| be aſoigned dinerſe cauſes , why God affliftes his 
ſeruants; and of the fruit , which his Diuine Ms 
telly reapes from thence, 


Jyo* not conceiut that to be anger in our 
Lord, which indeede proceedes from true 

loue, For as he, who beares ill willto another; 
| doth flatter ſometimes ; and fawne ypon him; 
1o true loue ſometimes corrects and chides. 
| And the holy ſcripture ſaith , That the wonndes, 
which ave g1uen by him , who lowes, are better ; then | 

| the falſe kiſſes of him , who hates. And therefore| 
wedoe him anextreame wrong, who reproues 
or puniſhes vs out of the bowells of his loue, tif 


| we thinke orſay,that he perſecutes vs, as it he| 
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|ding that Chriſl leſs dyed to defrate them, has 
death should be of litle worth, ſince it could 
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(hrift our lotd, by whome we are beloued; and 


of Teſs Chriſt crycs outin the demaunde of mer 
tie for vs? and that his crye is ſolowde, as that 


not be heard ? Doe you not know , that if our 


| CST . ; . © /* 0 
demption to his owne charge as verily , as if it 
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loues vs nor, Doe not forgett ; that the Media: | 


txed with fo ſtrong'a bond of loue ; that no- 

thing is able to vndoe it, if man himſelf do not 

cutt the knott ; by the guilt of mortall ſinne,. 
Haue you fo ſoone forgotten; that the bloud 


it drownesthe crye of our finnes, ſo that it can* 


fianes should ſtill remayne alive, notwithſtan- 


hot worke thar effect 2 Let no man ſett a light 


| 
price vpon that, which was fo highly valued by | 
Almighty God , that he holdes itfor a ſufficient, | 
yea a ſuperaboundanr diſcharge, forasmuch as | 
concernes his parte therein , of all the {innes of | 
the whole worlde; and of a thouſand worldes, 
if there were ſo manie, 

They, who arelolt, are not loſt for want of 
payment, but for want of ſeruing themlelues | 
thereof, by meanes of Faith and Penvance, and | 
the Sacraments of the holie Church, Settle once 
this truth in your hart, and doe ir ſoundly, that 
Chriſt our lord tooke the bulineſle of our re- 


| 


had beene his owne ; and he calles our ſinnes, 
tis: by the month of Dauid, ſaying : Longea ſa- 
lute mea , verbs dehForum ecorum 5 And he de- 


maunded pardon for them , though himſelfe | 
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| committed none; and he deſired with a moſt! 
| profound internall loue, that his ſeruants might? 
be beloued, as if he haddeſired ir for himſelf; 
and as he deſired it, he obtayncd it, For, accor- 
| ding to the ordinance of God, he and weare ſo 
 inuch one thing , that either he and we muſtbe 
beloued, orhe and we muſt be abhorred, And! 
| | lince henetther is , nor can euer be abhorred, 
[neither can we allo be fo, if we be incorpora-| 


redinto him, by Faith and Loue, Burt indeede, 


the making of vs to be beloued , then we doe, 
to make him be abhorred. And the Father lo- 


ners, asare conuerted to him. And as one, who 
was much beloued by his Father, he ſaid to him 
| to this effect : Either loue them, or lone not me; 
for I offer myſelf in pardon oftheir ſinnes, to the 
| ende, that they may be incorporated into mylelt, 
| The greater loue ouercame the leſſer hate, & we 
are bcloued, pardoned, andiuſtified : & we haue 
great hope not to be forſaken there , where the- 
xcis ſoſtrong a knott of loue, 

If through our weakeneſſe we be afflicted 
with exceſſ1ue feares, ( as now you are, concel- 
uingthat God hath forgotten you)our lord hath 
prouided you acomfort, ſaying thus by the Pro- 
[/2. 49. phet : Shall the mother perhaps be able to forgent 
1 take pittie vpon the childe of her wombe 2 well , if 50 
doe , yet will not I forzett thee : for I carrie thee 
written 1m my hands, O writing , which art ſo 
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becauſe heis beloued, ye are alſo beloued, and iff 
| chat 1ultly : becauſe he weighes more, towards|l 


{ 


| ues his Sonne, more, then he abhorres ſuch (in-l; 


{ 


| 


[in teſtimony of the louc hee bare you. And if you 
|defire to vnderſtand, what you 


and the paper is his owne very flesh : and his 
word ſaith thus : I hane loved thee with an eternall 
|loue , and therefore I hane drawen thee towards me | 


with mercie. 
litle eſteemed , eſpecially when one findes in 


himſelf, that his ſoule is drawen by the ſyeere- 
nefle of good purpoſes, which areſignes of that 


examined:that afterward (as one, who hath bee- 


what Dauid ſaith in his owne perſon , and of 
many others, who walked inthe way of God: } 


. * a G < | 
| though this diſmay of hart , and the disfa- 


Sucha writing therefore as this, muſt nor be 


——— 


eternallloue, wherewith our Lord hath choſen 
and lowed him. Be not therefore ſ{candalized, 
or afflicted for any of theſe things,which happen 
to you: fincethey all arediſpenſed by thoſe very 
hands, which were nayled to the Crofle for you, 


gett heereby, in 
theintetion of God who ſendes them, you muit 


know,that they aretryalls, whereby you may be | 


ne faithfull in the conflict )you may be crowned | 
by the hid of our lord, withaCrowne of Luſtice, 


that the particulars , which you endure, are 
lignes of 'reprobation : and rhar they are (car 
by our Lord to none but wicked men, heare 


[ ſayd in the exceſſe of my ſoule , that I am aſi 
of before the countenance of 'thine eyes. And 


And to the ende , you may not rhinke, | 
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| thercof, bea thing, which doth much aftlice, 
and that the ſoule can take no ayme of hoy it 
| ſtandes in the fight of God , nor how it hall 
{tande, nor whar ende that Croile shall have: 
yet neuerthelefle there are few things 1n the 


or which teach a man ſoe mavie truth es , ag 


| Ction, which makes the ſoule {weate droppes 
| of bloud. 

| Our lord ſendes this to his ſeruants , that 
| they may not deyarte this life , withour fecling, 
fore he wounds them in the ſpirict , wherein 
| they live: For, if he should but wound them tn 


| cemyorall things, to which they aredead, they 


would haue no ſence at all thereof, You muſt 
therefore be ſurero giue a good acconpt of that 
dangerous paſſage , wherein God hath beene 
pleaſed ro beſtow you : and you mult adore his 
tucgements, And being comforted. througl 
confidence in his goodueſſe, bowe downe that 
head of yours , without anie more fitting into 
the matter', and open the mouth of your bart, 
to ſwallow downe this pill of darkenclſe , and 
deſolation , and disfauour of God, through the 
obedience, which you owe to the ſame God. 
| And knowe for certaine, that vnletle you haue 
| a rninde to breake your word, and vnlay your 
felfin this tryall , which God ſendes to you, 
you mult reſolue to make yourſelf ſtrong , 45 
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world, which are fo forcible to purge finnes, | 


doth this darke obſcuritie , and inward affli.. 


what croſſes and tribulations are, And therc-| 


ve huge! 00d Lhlps - cad your, caulk IR 
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; | {dying cuerie day, as S. Peui dio, AT EW 
it You muſt be baked in the fire of tribulation, | 
Ul ithatſo you may grow hard, like anie bricke : 
e: | [and fitt to reſiſt theraynes, and windes of remy- 
ie ff | tation, andtroubles, and that you be not foft, | | 
s, || [like the dawbing of a wall, which is inſtantly 
as ||} | dillolued by water , and no way fitt for a ſtrong | 
i= \F | building, For the people, who are to be placed | 
es | | inthat houſe of heauen , muſt be beaten, and} = 
hammerd here on earth by the knockes of manie | bi 
t | | tribulations and temptations , as it1s written : p 
7, 1 | Our lord tryed them , and found them wor thie of bim | $09, 4 
* 3n 


=} | elf. Learne you therefore to ſuſtaine your ſelf | 
n |} | with ſtrong foode; and ftriveto conuerte theſe | 
nl [ſtones of tribulation into bread, if you defire to | 
haue the teſtimonie of being the childe of God, 
And if hegige youan apperite to cate the white, | 
{and ney bread of conſolation, reniitt it back | || 
againeto the will of our lord : and be content 
with being (ure, that you $hall naue {o much of ſh 
that in the next world , as thatthe ſweetneſle i 
thereof, will farre and farre exceedethe recom: | i 
{pence, which mighr be due for anie bitternelle | 
Huſtayned in this. And in ftcede of thoſe hard 
bones, which here they gaue you to be grawed | 
| vpon, by your ſoule : you shall there be em- | 
ployedin feeding vpon that moſt fauorie bread | 
of life, which is God himfclf: and thereof there | 
will neuer be an ende, And therefore hope 
for this, and comfort yourſelt with this : for 
the buſineſle , whereof wee are now 1n que- 
ſtion , is not firt for rzem , who are either of | 
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a delicate life, or a weake faith, 
You will ſcce yourſelf many timesin ſuch | 
a Kinde of ſtate by theſe afflictions, as that if 
you conlider them with the ſenſe of flesh 
and bloud, you will thinke them to be the 
very markes of hell, and even a beginning the- 
reof ; but yet you mult ſuffer it with patience, 
though it be without comfort; yea and though 
you do not ſo much as feele your owne conhi- 
dence; that ſo you may knowe , what it 1s, to. 
{ufter in good carneſt, For as long as a man's 
confidence 1s yery ſtrong , there is nothing, 
which can aftlicte him very much, but when | 
God hides his face, and ſhewes theſoule no fa- 
vour, but disfauour; and when it is perſecuted | 
by enemies, aad yet feeles not the helpe of her 


and hath a traſteeuen of the very torments of 
bell, You will not then diſcerne any hope, 
which you may haue to eſcape, but you muſt 
content yourſelf with this, that you deſpaire 
not;andlet that diſcomfort be accepted by you, 
1h penance for your ſinnes, wherein once you 
rooke delight;and let itat length ſerue to make 
you clearely ſee, how litle that is, which you 
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he, who fſinnes by louing and liking himſelf, 
ſhould pay for it, by veing inwardly and pro- 
foundly disguited with himſelf ; and that be, 
who had confidence in himſelf, may ſe, to his! 


 colt,thar he is good for nothing. 
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Through this fire muſt you paſſe, if you 


—-| 


arc ableto doe of yourſelf, Itis but reaſon, that | | 
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delire to entoy the reſt of heauen, In this warre 
muſt you ouercome , if you will deſerue the 
Crowne of that kingdome, Contider , how 
the holy Scripture ſaith : Bleſſed is the man , who 
| ſuffers temptation , for when he shall haue beene 
tryed , be 1s to receiae the Crowne of life , which 
God promiſed to. them , who lone him, If the 
Crowne contente you, let not the tryall diſ- 
pleaſe you; and therecan be no triall without 
temptation ; and no temptation of troubles 
\can be coming towards you , which pales 
not from the hand of God, who 13 your fa- 
ther; and who meaſures out ſo much thereof, 
as may befitr, and neither to fallshort in reſpect 
of your profit, nor to oucrilowe in reſpect of 
your weakenelle, 

Feare not to drinke with patience, of 
that , which God dranke with lone. And 
God himſelfe faith to vs ; My ſoune , doe 
not caſt thyſelf 110 angush » Winea thou art 
corrected by Almighte God. For hee corre(ts 
him , whome he lones , as the father -doth the 
ſonne , in whome hee d:l12hts. And elſewhere 
he ſaith : Doe not deſpije thyſelfe m wy weake- 
neſſe , bt pray to Go4 , and hee will cnre thee, 
And now , ſince we are commaunded , on 
the parte of God , that whatſocuer happen, 
we mult not be diſmayed, let vs make our 
|fecourſe to him , ypon the confidence, 
Which we haue in his word ; and let ys beg 
his fauour , which hee cannot fayle to at- 
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| him, when we may perhaps concetue our (e]- 


O lit liter, and it we could bur (ee, how deare 
and precious we arc in the eyes of God ! Oh 


{that we could but ſee, how deepely he holdes 


Vs lodged 1 in his hart, and how neare we are.to 


uesto be caſt fartheſt of ! Bleſſed be our lord 
leſus Chriſt , for hee it is , whome with a full 
mouth we proclaime to be our hope. Nothing 
can ſo fright me , as hee can forme me. Eer 


me be changed from deunout to ſlacke , and 


repide : from gocing towards the comforts of 
heauen , togoe towards the darkeneile of the 
blacke pitt of hell. Let mee be enuironed by 
my ſinnes , which are paſt , and by feares, 

which may bee to come : ſer-the denills ac- 


cuſe me, and lay ſnares for me : let men per- 


|ſecute and fright me, let them threaten me 


with hell and , lay cen thouſand dangers bc- 
fore me , and. yet after all this , by lighioe, 
and ſobbing for my linnes , and by caſting 


mine eyes vp to Chriſt OUT lord, leficios had: 


pe at his hands , ( that lord, who is ſo meeke, 
frme body Faithfull louer of mine.. cuen to 
death ) and I cannot be verſwaded , to dil- 
as given for me, 


of Chriſt, thou hauen of ſecuritie for all 


tempeſtuous ike of their owne harts , and 


flye to thee for Fuccour | ! 7.32 thou fountai- 


{o benigne , ſo full of mercie, and that molt | 


| 


| 
| 


conhide ; eſpecially when I conſider , that 1 
was valued at ſo <Bg a rate, that God himſelf 


| 


them, who being bruſed and battered by the | 
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ne of lining waters , to thole ſtags, who are 
emboſled, and incht by thoſe ſpirituall dogs, 
which are tne feuitts. and their owne finnes. 
Thou art that profound internall reſt , the 
hope , which neuer fayled , the proteftion of 
orphans , and the Sefons of widowes. Tnou 
art thar fir me houſe of ſtone, which giue{t re- 
cxipt to thoſe porcupines , which are ſo full 
of roughnelle, and ſharpenelle , through their 
nes, if with groanes, and delire of pardon, 
the y fly towards thec. Thoudefendeſt vs from 
the Melee of God , to which we are ſubicct, 
thy Diſciplesto enter into the ſea without thee, 
that ſo they may be weaned by litle and lilefrs 
thy ſwecte conuerſatic; & chough, when thou 


to putt the Fouteinco hazard of being loſt, yet 
{till thou forgetteſt them nor, Thou biddeſt 
them departe from thee , and yet euen very 
then, thou gockt to pray Fax them, They thin- 

ke, eh haſt layed them aſide, andthat thou 
leepeſt; and then art thou vpon thy knees for 
them, And when three partes of the night 
were already paſt, and wheu it {cemed to thy 
infinite wiſedome, that then thou badſt kepr 
them long enough in paine,through thy abſen- 


ce, endeh ut then they had Shit ot i in that 


| tempeſt long enough, thou deſcendedit from 


the mountaines ; and as the true Lord of thoſe 
vnconſtant waues, thou walkedit ypon them, 


|And although fomerimes thou commaundelt | 


| art Cablenn, ſuch rempeſts of the ſea may riſe, as | 
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| dreweit neare thy ſeruants, when they thoughr 


thee fartheſt of from them; and thou vttered} 
| theſe words of confidence to them : [t #5 [; be not 
afrayed. | | 

O Chriſt our lord, thou diligent and care- 
full paſtour of thy ſheepe , and how muchis 
that ſoule in errour , who will not confide in 
thee, and through thee , from the moſtpro- 


{ found internall parte of the hart; if withall he 
| can becontent to amende his life, and to ſerue 
' thee 2 O that thou wouldſt but let men know, 


how much reaſon , they haue, who come to 
gue themſclues to thy ſeruice , not to be di{- 


putt anie ſeruant of thine, into ſo great affli- 


tion and feare, as the newes of what thou art 


wert well knowne , there is no foule, which 
would not loue thee and confide in thee, yn- 
leſſe it were ſtrangely wicked. 

For this it is, that thou ſay {t : [t is I , therefore 
deenitfeare. Tam be, who kill, andgiuelite: 1 
caſt men downe , as low as hell , and I draw 
them back againe; that is,T aftlict a man till he 
thinkes, he dyes and then againel refreih , I 


| recreate , and I giue him life, I cattmen into 


certaine diſcomforts , which ſeeme bell- to 


not, but I fetch them from thence , and they 
are but therefore mortified, that they may be 
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quickened, I ſende them not thitner , to 
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mayed, vnder thecondudt of {ach a Captaine; } 
and that there is noeaccident, which ougntto 


A 


—_— 


ought to giue them comfort, If thou, Olord , | 
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them : but when they are there, I forgett them 
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ſhadow of hell, may be a meanes to make 
taem eſcape the ſubſtance of that true hell 


after death , and that they may fly vp to | 


|heauen. I amhe , who can deliver you from 
all affliction , for I am of infinite power. 


And I am he , who will deliver you , forT 


am of infinite goodnefle ; and Tam he, who 
know how todo it, for TI amot infinite wiſe- 


remayne- there , but that their entry into that | 


|debts. Iam-your Lord , who have purchaſed. 


dome. I am your Aduocate for I embraced. 
your cauſe as mine owne, I am your ſurcty, 
for I haue made myſelf ſubiect ro all your 
meaning to forgett you , but ro doeyou ho- 
nour , if you will ſerue me, becauſe you were 
bought at ſo high a price. 1 am he, who ha-: 
ue ſo profoundly loued you, that for the loue | 
of you , I haue beene contented to be| 
transformed into you , and to become paſli- | 
ble avd mortall, I , who in mine owne na- | 
ture , was very farre from being ſubiect to | 
luch miſcrie. Iam he, who delivered myſelf 
ouer to innumerable torments of bodie, and 

farre greater torments of minde , that you | 
might take hart to endure ſome for loue of | 
me,and to confide, that you ſhall in fine, be 
freed from them, ſince I am he, who vnder- 
take it, 1 am your Father, 'as Iam God, and 
your elder-brother, as [ am man, I am your 
Chriſt, & your redemption,and what fearecan 


you with mine owne bloud ; and with no: 


FP: 


you then haue of your debts , if by penance, | 
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and Confeſſion, you demaundea generallre. 

leaſe of them ? I am your reconciliation, and 

of whole wrath can youthen be afraide 2 I am 
that true-loues-Knott of friend{hipp.,and how 
then can you thinke, that you are tallen our 

with God 2 I amyourdefender : and what op- 
polites can you apprehende? I am your freind, 

and how then doe you feare, that youcan want 

anie thing, which I haue, ynle{le you will nee. 
des departefrom me? _ 

My bodie, and my bloud is yours : and why 
then doe you feare hunger? nay , my verie hart 
is yours, and why then doe you feare to betfor- 
ootten? yea and my diuinitie is yours, and what 
doubt can youthen haue of miſerie 2 For acceſ- 


yours to defende you. My Saints are yours, to 
pray for you, My bleſjed muther is yours, tobe 


The earth is yours, that you may ferue me vpon 
it, The heauen 1s yours, for you shall enioy it, 


—— 


— 


for you $hall treade it and them vnder foote, 
like flaues, who arechayned vp in that priſon, 
This life is yours, becauſe with it you gett an- 
other, which shallneuer ende. Your honelt en- 
tertainements and delights are yours, For you 
dire them to my glorie. Your paynes are 
yours, for you endure them for my loue , and 


for your owne true good, Your temptations | 
fare yours, becauſe they are occaſion of your 


meritt;, and of an encrlaſting Crowne in hea- 


EE 
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ſories vnto that Principall , my Andgells are 
the carefull and indulgent mother of you all, 


and mein it. Thedeuills, and hell is alfo yours, 
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aen. Your death is yours, becauſe it is to be 
{the immediate {teppe to your eternall life, 

And all theſe things you poles, in me; | 
and by my meanes ; For neither did 1 oaine| 
them for myſelf alone , neither will 1 enioy 
chem 5 ng for when! putt myſclf into your | 
companic by taking your flesh vpon me, I did 
it, to make you partakers of all the meritt, 
which I should acquire by my labours, my fa 
\ſting, cating , ſw cating , Weeping , ind by the 
enduring of all my torments and death, if the 
tault be not your OWne, 

Now , youcannotaccount yourſelf poore, 
who volleile ſo great riches,if you doe not wit- 
tingly throw them aw ay, by your wicked life, 
Be nor diſmayed; for I will not forſake you. 
[t is true, thar you arg'no better, then ſome | 


thinne clatles; but I will holde you falt in my 
hand. Your weakened: {etts of , my ſtrength 
the more, From your finnes and miſeries , I 


draw the manifeitation of my goodnefle, od | 


mercie, There is nothing, which Shall be able 


to hurt you, if you will Joue me, and conkide | 


inme, Thinke not of me according to'your 


owne opinion, and the iudgments , which are 
made by flesh and bloud ; but thinke of me by 
a ſtrong faith with lows; nor by the apparance 
of enter tour {1gnes , but by that hart of mine, 
{which was opened for you vpon the Croſle, 


{that you might diſmifle dos whether you 


are Utes by me or no, Grafmuch AS CONCEL- 
nes my parte; lince you lee ſuch workes of loue | 
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by my lone, | 

How ſhall T denye myſelf to them , who 
{eeke me, to do me honour, linceI went out to 
that way, where tizoſe others ſought me to of- 
fende me. I offered myſelf ro ropes and chaji- 
nes, which afflicted me; and shall Irefuſe my= 
ſelf to the hart and armes of Chriſtians, where 
[ deſire to repoſe 2 I yeilded myſelf to thoſe 


ſcourges, and to that hard pillar ; and shall I 


denye myſclfro that ſoule, which will be ſub-| 


ie& to me2 I turned not away ny face from 
him, who {trooke me; and shallI turne it away 


from him, who will holde himlſelt happy, that 


he may beholde and adorc me, W hat litle con- 
dence is this, that ſeing me to be volunrarily 
torne in pieces by the had of dogs,fortheloue 
of my children, yet thoſe children shoutd be 
doubtfull, whether I loue them; or no,though 
chey be confelled to loue me ? 

Conthider', o yee ſonnes of men, and tell 
me, whome I euer deſpiſed, if he defired to be 
well with me 2 whome hauec I abandoned, if 


| he called on me> from whome hauel fled , if 


"I. a 


— 
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. 


i= > 200 
withour, and a hart, which was ſo wounded | 
Toh», } by that launce within; and yet more wounded 
15, 


he ſought me 2 I conuerſed, and I fedde with. 


linners : yea I called, and I juſtified them , who 
were forlorne, and even fowle in finne, Nay,l 
am importunate to winne rheir harts, w holoue 


me not. I make myſclt a beggar to all the 


world, and what caulc is there then to {uſpec 
m2 of forzettfullnelle to-yards my. children, 
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be 


{| not leave to lone; but euen for the very loue, 


nothing i is ſo good, as not to know any thing, 


doth their knowledge conſiſt; in that ſuſpence, 
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when there is ſo great diligence vied both, co | 
loue me, and to Bog e expreſſion of that 1oate? 
Andth ough I may c6ceale it ſometimes,yet do 


I beare to my creatures, I couer it; for whome 


which concernes themſclues , but to rom: 
themlelues wholy to me. In that 7 i9norance, 


their ſ{treagth, and in that ſubietion, their do- 


| minion. And; it ought to ſufhſc a Grads i that | 


ir lyes | 1n no other hands but mine, which arc 
alſo hers, f1nce for her they were nayled vpon 
the Crofſe, Yea , they are more hers, then mi- 
ne, ſince they laboured more for the purchaſe 
of her good , then of mine owne, And to the 
ende, thatI may draw her out of all ſelf con- 
cceipt, and make her follow my direction; it is. 
I, who conduct her into this darkeneſle, that 
ſo she may know nothing of herſelf. But yet 
{till if she putt her confidence in me , and de- 
paite not from my ſeruice, I will deliver her, 
and I will vlorifye her; and all this will 1 per- 
forme to her, Be Faithfull o death, and I will gine 
thee the Crowne of life. 
This ſayth our Lord to all faithfull ſoules, 


and this he ſayth to yours , which 1 pray God 
to keepe, Amen, 
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A Letter tou Lady , who was 4 Relizioi# woman, 

and in great affliction, He shewes , bow tronbles 
 aicche proofe of Faith and Loue #n the ſeruants 
of God; and bow confident they ought to be of bys 
| Dinme 01 cieſ'y in the midacſt of their troubles, 


_ —_—_—_ 


& S ſoone as1 receiued your letter, 1 offered | 
thanksto our lord, for having gluen youa 
| fone, thar your vocation came from his hand; 
| and ehisfighe is, that you haue ſuffered tribula- 
ton, You ok not be a lictle glad of this, fince 
| our Lord Joues you, Nor yet muſt youbeſlack,! 
| lince you are in the midſtof many dangers; butt} 
| carry youreyetowardes him, whoe hath called 
you with {oe great loue, You mult alſoe hauea 
{trong hart, For he called you not with inten- 
ti9N to glue you ouer in the midſt of your 1out- 
| ney - but ro guide you ynder the proteCtion of 
his owne wings, till hemay have conducted | 
| you ro heauen , where you {hall ſec his face. 
| Let notthe Faith of Chriſt our Lord, nor the 
| loue you owe him ſleepe 1 in you; for he neuer | 
fleepes , when there ts queſtion of doeing you 
anic 200d, 

Theſe. aretokens, which he vſes to ſcnde, 
to whome he loucz, to trye, if they alſo loue 
| him in their afflictions, and if they conkide in 
| him in theirdangers. That ſpouſe is not wor- 
thy of thankes \ who loucs her fellow- ſpouſe 


G ——=—==m 


| Y aaa " aan CLIN" ———_ _——__ 


_— 


—_—_—_ 


Rd th. oath. —_ 


A IR ” lm PR_——_T OL WIC_Ty _T__ECSSBRRFR_ng 


| 


[much the more, 
lignes of his fiobr: 


[fort from him, Secke him, though he hide him- 


[in his abſence: and thus you shall finde him to: 


| comforts be. Be not a lover of yourſelf but 
1— - 
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bar onely when he is preſent with her , , Nor 
[oth it coſt her much to confide in him , when 


che findes herſelfe regaled by hime But the mat- | 
er is, that, when he abſentes himſelf from her, | 


yea and w hen he ſeemes to' haue forgotten her, 


the muſt loue him ſo much the better, ashe is | 
further abſent from ker, and confide i # him'{o | 
as she hath fewer exteriour | 


-Ici isenoughfor you, my. good fiſter, to haue 
knowen alreadie' by experience , how louing 
our lord hath beene to you by his hauing dra- 
wen youto the.knowledge of himſelf And be 
you not crauing new teſtimonies of his loue, | 
but make yourſelf ſure enough thereof, and be. | 


not troubled , although he corre you , and | 
[though it ſreme as if heeſtranged himſelf oi 
lyou, and for Gott you ; but rather ſay thus : He 
bath a minde to trye me, and not to oppreſſe me, You 


muſtloue our lord, though he correct you; you. 


muſt confide in bim, though you feele nocom- 
O 

(elf ; ſuffer him not to reſt till you baue waked 

ks and till he confelle, Sri you are faichfull 


returne to you , with ſo much aduantage, as 
that, when you enioy his preſence againe, you 
will elteeme your former afflicions well em- 
ployed. 

Procure ereat courage, wherewithto ſuffer: 


IL ” 


for after the rate of your ſorrowes Shall your 
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| be a louer of God : looſe yourſelf , and foe 
you Shall bee ſure to finde yourſelf. And if 
vn [once yow would bud truſt God home , and 
BY if once you would offer yourſelfe to him 
Fj with true loue , there could nothing hap- 


| 


| frozen aftlictions proceede but from diſtruſt 
| in God. And for this our lord fayde : Ler not| 
| | your harts bee ticubled, and due not jeare. Yon be- 
| leine in God : beleine alſo in me. So that Fa'thand 
loue is the cauſc of peace and quietnefle to! 
the hart, 
There 1s no one thing, which 1s ſo neceſla-| 
| Jriefor you, towards the making you able to 
| arriue at theence of that dayes worke , whe-| 
| | rein God hath placed you , as to cc nfide in 
| him with loue, Our lord hath manie profes 
to make of you : and manie tribulations shall| 
growe, Where you looke leaſt for them: but} 
if you ſtand armed with Farth and lowe , you 
Shall ouercome them all. Doe but remember, | 
| how the children of Iſrael , when they were |. 
i(lued our of rhe land of Egypt, by meancs of | 
ſo manie miracles , and were paſſing through | 
| ſo manie afflictions , before they arriued at 
| | that land , which our lord had promiſed 


; 


them , ſayd thus : The people , which peſſeſſe this 
3 land, 1s greater and ſironger , then we; they baue| 
L mighne Citties , Whoſe walles doe eucn threaten: 
®n the skye : we cannot ouercome ſuch a (tone nd- 
| [tion as this : to what ende doe we putt onrſelues 
| vpon this toyrnie > And though ſome amongſt 
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them , who had talh , did encourtge the reſt 
by faing : that ſince God Was On Their lide, 
hey Should cafily 
yet feare preuatled 
ſo farre, as that they offended our lord the- 

, and through their licle confidence, 
they loſt the land , and God deſtroyed thetis, 
in heaeſey ; without ſuffering them ro en- 
toy that, for which they had laboured , and 
which himſelf had promiſed. 

Let vs take warning , my good Siſter, 
by the danger of others , and let vs. knowe, 
that our L-avy hath guit in ſuch as fare 
him , and hope in his mercie : and 1s of- 
, as doe not ſo, It 1s he, 
who drew you our bf the captiuitie of E-\ 
gypt, when hee inſpired your hart with 'a 
defire of being his : and - leades you ſtil] 
through this deſert, which is lo AK 62 
Where ſometimes you want the bread of do- 
&rine for lacke of ſuch , as might breake | 
it to you : At other times you want com | 
panie /, which may ſpeake of fpirituall 
things , that ſo youre way might bee made 
to (ome the. EE, Art other times you 


doe want the. trees of other recreation , 
which might giue you Shade ; and this | 
in ſteede of Ke! commodities , you haue 


be able to cuercome , as 
| chey bad done ill then : 


a thouſand diſcomforts, Now temptations | 


gainſt you from within, and then from 


| domeſt'q: 1es, Butt vetr attende_ vou onely " 
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t quitts tie field. It is true, that you are weake, 


| frength, It is true that you know not-much : but 
| God himſelf will be your $ guide, By your mi- 


with Par ; In the ſtrength of my God [ wil  leape 


to your rbukact, For he, who did that for you, 
which was more, can neutr fayle to do thar for 
you, which1s eſpe He, who made you a friend | 
of an enemie , will better Keepe you now, 
when youare his friend, He. who did not aban- 
don you, when you fled from him, will much 
lefle flye now from you , when you follow 
him, | 
Whois he, thatcan ſay with ane truth, that 
God did not helpe him, if he were deſired > Sce 
you haueno feare, O you ſeruant of Chrift, in 
any thing , which may happen ro you : but 
confide in him , who loued you ſo well, as to 
dye for you, It is true, that you hane but One, 
who protects you: but thatone is of much mo- 
re power, then all they, who contradict you, 
Do not thinke, of, how great the gyants, and 
how {trong the citties are, ” which you mult en- 
counter : for it is not you , who muſt fight, But 
bolde you your peace , andourlord will fig ht for you 
Do not fly from the warre, nor abandon your- 
ſelf , as one » who were ouercome , and ſo you 
Shall fee che favenr of our lord towards you, For in 
this warre , he onely looſes the battaile , who 


| 


but in that weakeneſſe of yours God will shew Fo 


ſeries , God will make your mercies appeare. 
Whoe are you, that you $bould be able to 
paile through ſuch difliculties > But yet ſay 
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our a Wall: Who are you, that Should beable . i 
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to fight? butyer ſay with him againe : Though 
thouſands should rije againſt me , yet my hart Shall 
not feare. Beletue , my good liſter , that how 
much the harder this buſineſle is for. you , fo 
much the eaſier it is for Almightie God, And 
| therefore you muſt haue great diſtruſt in reſ- | 
pet of your owne weakenefle :; but great 
| confidence withall, in God's ſtrength. Infal- 
libly hee will crowne yow , if yow contt- 
| nue in his loue : and if you doe confide , that 
| by his grace , you $hall abraine that crows- | 
, ne, ; | | | | 
Forgett not this promiſe of Chriſt ourlord: 
| him, who confeſſes me before men, that man | 
wilt I confeſſe before my Father , who is 1n 
| heauen : bur him , who denyes me before | 
| men , that men will I alſo denye before my 

Father , who is in heauen, Can you thinke, 
that one is to .eſtecme that for affliction, . 
| which he endures for the confeſſion of Chrift 

{our lord , ſince itis ro haue fo high a rewar- | 
{de asghat with ſo much honour he shall be | 
| crowned'by him at the day of iudgement be- | 
{fore his father 2 Happie is thar ſufferance : 

| happie that dishonour and. pouertie , to which 
| ſo high an honour doth ſucceede. What kin- 
de of ioy will ic be for you , O, my, good ft- 
| iter , to heare theſe wordes from the mouth 

of Chriſt our lord himſelf, and that in preſen- 

ce of the whole world : Come you biefſed of my 
| Father., .and poſſeſſe the kinsdome , which 2s pre- 
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| rein, they shall Gog chus with great 1oy , for 


| virgig of virgins, chall goe before with her Tim- | 
brell \which i is her ſacred. bodie, praying God | 


| vs exticy his name in mutual} ſociety with one | 


I 


Natl thus fing to her, who hath beene a faith- 
full ſeruant of that Celeſtiall king ; Cowe, o Spo; 
{ſe of Chriſt ,receine that crowne , which our lord bath 
prepared far thee : aud that not for one day , bu: 
for atl eternitie, What will the ſpouſes of Chrift 


| 15 preſent . vnder the molt certaine promiſe of 


| confident , 


pared for you? What will it be, when the Angells 


our lord conceaue , when hauing paſled | 
through the {ea of this life, and their enemies, | 


who ifturbed VS , remay ning drowned oe. 


hauing runne through this dangerous world, 
without being dated with the vices | 
thereot : the ſnare * broken, and we are del:u- 
red : eur helpe is in the name of our lord, W hat a 
day will that be , when that true Marie , the 


Kok in bodie and ſoule , and linging thus: 
Come , magnilye our bord ith me , a lett 


another. 

Happie are you, if you be found fairhfull to 
the ſpouſe, who choſe you. Happie areF u, it | 
you haue the courage to caſt away that, Shich 


—_ 


for that , which is future. Be 
my good lifter \ in taking his 
word: for you are not the firſt, to ihomd hee | 
hath paſſed it, andfulfilled it : neither Shall y ou | 
be 5he , with whome that word shall © hR_ 
effece, He gaue his word to ſaynt Catherine, 


Chriſt our lord , 


ſaynt Agnes, ſaynt Barbara Ti faynt T Lucie, 
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and to inmumerable other ladie virginis : and 
tell me now how completely he hath perfor- 
med it, They had the courage to deſpiſe the 
poore preſent world : and you ſee, that now 
they raigae with God. They 'ltued heere in 
trouble ; and they are now in an eternitie of 
repoſe, Through how manie combats did 
they paſle 2 and they now enioy the euerla- 


\ m— 


from ſpouſes of the earth : and they brought 
che king of heauen to bee in loue with 
them. 


' If they had followed the trace of this 
world , their delight had beene alceadie paſt, 


their memorie shall not decay. They were 


» 


1 1nt 1t, 


You muſt therefore procure to haue a 
ſtrong hare rowards God , whoe 1s your 


ſelles heauen deare'to you : for you haye not 
yet shed your bloud for him , as thoſe 
others shed theirs, Our lord treates you like 
a weake creature : and 
Shamed to have giuen him ſuch-cauſe. If you 
had had more faith and confidence in him, 


48Þ Antths, ad! | 


ſting crownes of their conqueſts. They fled | 


and their memories would haue becne forgor-' 
ten. But they loued that, which was eternal]; | 
and therefore their felicitie shall not dye: and:| 


written in the booke of God : and therefore 
neither water nor winde , nor fire , nor time] 
can make them watlte, For that booke is 1n- | 
corruptible : and ſo is the name , which is | 
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you Should bee a 
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add ir more loue to ſuffer for him, he would haue 
procured you more aftlictions, to the ende, that | 
you might haue purchaſed richer Crowns, 
Do not <ontent yourſelf with ſuftering litle, 
conſidering how great your rewarde ſhall be, 
| and how much Chriſt our Lord ſuffered for 
you. He gauehis life for you , and he was dee- 
ely tormented and deſpiſed, How then come 
you as ro complaine of the touch of a flye > 
doe bur loue , and you will deftre to ſufter. Let | 
| your loue be doublet] ,and you will ſuffer ſor- | 
rowes , which are bled The loue of our | 
Lord aces ſuch as poſleſle it, more greedie of | 
ſuffering, then the loue of ones ſelfe, of repo- 
| ſing. It makes, that anie burden weighes light, 
for. loue is ſtronger then death, He, wholoues 
not;groanes vnder the burden, Ii ke ſome lazic | 
beaſt: but he, who loues, runnesand flyes, and | 
it ſalfers him not to ee the weight cuen of 
his'owne bodie, nor of whatſoeuer elſe they | 
(can lay vpon it. 
4 Iris not, my good Siſter, that theaffliQiss, 
hich we ſuffer, are great; but that our. lgyie is 
[litle. The weight of a pound isnogreat w 
but yet lay it ypon ſome litle childe, and he will 
ſay : 0 how heame it weighes ? whereas if a man | 


2 


take you it fora ſigne, that if you loue little, - 
your afflictions will weigh "Was vpon you; but. 
if y ou loue much you will ſcarce allowe them: 
[to /be afflitions. For you will be ſo.inebriated 
with! loue, that nothing can be able to diſtract 
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tooke it VP, he 'would Tearce feele it. And ſo 'Þ 
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you from the taſte thereof, You will fnde a 
good ſauour in the very ſuffering it ſelf, and 
you wall draw water out of the rocke ; and hony out. 
of the ſtonie hilles. 7, 

Dbe but loue, and you ſhall not be ſubiect 


as their lady; & you ſhall prayſe him, who deli- | 
uers you fro them, If they threaten you with deat! 
you wall bid it wellcame , that ſo you may enioy itye 
life, If with banuishment , you will ſay, That .yey 
eteeme yourſelf bannished , whereſceuer you are, till 
you may arriue to ſee the face of God, And that itim- 
ports you little, whether you goe to beauen from this oy 
that parte of the earth; And that if you hauc God in 
your companie, whereſoeuer you are, you sball be hap. 
pie; andif not, your owne country will gue you wi- 
ſerie enough, If you ſee yourſelf contemned, fy : Chyif 
our Lord 1s my boneur , and be bonours me; let the 
world deſp:ſe me, [o bee value me. ; 

Doe not aftlict yourſelf about the neceſſity, 
which you may ſuſtaine of preſent things; for 
of yourſelf you muſt deſpiſe them, throughtie 
deſire , wich you haue, to live in conformity 
[with CHhTiſt our Lord , who made himfelf a 


to aftlictios , but you {hall be ſuperiour to them . 
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[pore man for you. W batis:there inthe world, | i 
which ough tofright you? if the loue of Chrit 
our Lord have wounded you, you will rreade.| | ; 
the deuiNf ynder foote , you will deſpiſe his | 1 
'threates , and you will paſſe with courage, ; | ll 
through all your. enemies, Put your truſt in | i il 
| tim, who loues his louers., There is nothing, ſ 
[Which youwillnot be abletodoeinhim.Goe, || | i 
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| our Lord; and take noreſt, tillhe haue, graun- 


| if they had lined with them like Lords, But 


F 


this badge withit , in token that it is indeede| 


| that ſhe doe it, whome hehath choſen tor his 
| ſpouſe. It becomes the ſernant to feare his Mais 


oreat an altitude, as his, can ſtoope to ſuch a 


fafe to diminihh himſelf. 


 heaske youall this world for it; & ſee,thatyou 
be not found without the loue of him, though 
it lhould colt you your life, He 1s 8 hidden treaſu-: 
re; but he, who findes him . ſelles all,to buy him, For! 
it himalone, he findes himſelf morerich, then 
' with the multitude of all other things, 
And now,if it concerne cuery one of ysto 
lone him , how much more doth it importe, 


 ſter, and the ſonne to honour his father; but the 
| Spouſe to Lone her fellow- ſponſe. See you loue 


ted you this guift, Loue him with reuerence; 
for that is the kinde of loue , which he likes, 
Eſteeme not him the leſſe, becauſe he commu- 
nicates himſelf to you; bur wonder , how los 


O 


profound baſeneſleas yours, It isthe propertie| 


of ill-natured and ill-mannerd ſeruits, to value; 
their Maiſters at alefle rate, for vouchſafing to] 
deſcende, and become familiar with Mem, then 


they who liue in true light, eſteeme that Lord 
fomuch the more, as he doth the more youch- 


The true loue of Chriſt our Lord carries 


of him. That as it apprehendes and highly 
eltcemesthe goodneſle of God; fo it alfo appre- 


*. 


hendes and profoundly diſeſteemes the wic-| 


the 
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| and buy whatſocuer you wantof him, though 
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ted childe ; who highly feares to gluc any dil-_ 


[by the Communzon ; if you heave him ſpeake to 


Ekcdoedle of man, Therefore love adore, and 
| "9 Our Lord with loy ) but yet Yerapce with (em. 
bling; Not a trembling as of aſlaue inthe midſt 
of tormerits * - but as of a trne and tenderhar- 


oult to her father , how litle ſoeuer it may 
pee. 

Of yourſelf you « can doe none of theſe 
things 3 but if you humble-your hart in the | 
acknowledgement of your owne miſcries, it | 
you preſent yourſelfe often in prayer before | 
Chriſt our Lord;if you lodge himin your breaſt | 


you in your ſpiritual reading; andin fine, if you | 
will but giue him leaueto helpe you, you are. 
to haue confidence, that by litle & litle, he will | 


{harſh encounters, which may occurre, 


be healing your ſoule, notwithſtanding all the 


1And for the afflictions 


Doe not ſtarte out of his hands, though | 
the cure putt you to payne ; for, in fine, 
he will worke the cure at the fiteſt time; 
, which he ſendes | 
|you, and, the delights, whereof he depriues 
{you, he will one you bis owne moſt plentic- 
| full delight , hich {hall inebriate you , as 
[if ir were wich ſome ſwelling river , ind 


you ſhall be in full ioy. for all eternitie, 


| out the feareof looſing, what you haue, You 


| without the want of anie good , and with- | 


| {hall there finde yourſelf to be highly well con- 
| tent and payde; devs more felicity {hall beim- 


} 


| 


| parted toyou, then yourſelf could tell, how to 
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SPIRITVALL Epgy, 
| defire, Which felicity is nota creature, but the 


Creatour himſelf of allthings , that true God, 
who liues and raignes for the eternity of all 
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| | 
|  eternities, ArnEn, 
| | 
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| A Letter of the Authour to 4 Lady. He sheweshow 

4 Chriſt our Lord , being placed vpor the Crofle, } 
| wmthatzlaſſe, wherein wee may ſee dll the sputts of 
car foules , and wherein wee way alſce finde the 

| Care of all our miſeries, And that ut 1s an enterpriſe 


of great honour to bee carrying a part of his Croſle, 


' 


uh, 
[PF in the night of the Nativity of our Lord, 
| A they carried you to Mount Caluary, and haue 
giuenyou compaſſiontothe Crucifix , and tea- 
| res wherewith to waſh his feete; it may well 

be beleined that now, when you are in Lentt,, 
and neere the time , wherein the noly paſſion 
| of our Lordis repreſented , he will keepe you, 
as ſuch a fixed Inhabitant of thathill, as to ſut- 
fer you to depart noe more from thence, This 
| issucha thing, asthat you may ſafely ſay with 
SaintPeeter , it is good for ys to bee beere ; and it 
ſhall be a better ſuite toour Lord, then his was. 
For hedefired to remaine on that hill, where re-; 
poſe and delight were'to. be found ; but inthis 
other, thereis affliction; and therefore this car-! 
ryes a teſtimony, with, it , of greater loue, For: 
| notin reſting, but in labouring, andſuffering, | 
is the loue of our Lord employed and ſhewed. | 
Doeyou, Lady, remaine in thoſe woundes { 


detec 


re as. Sas. 4 T 
” CI I EET Or dad | an de: then cath. th bid 


L1at.17 


o 


ww 


—D__—_— —— h——_——— — —_—_ he edit roam. 
a _- - 


__ i G_ em — _ 
_ i... _— 


_—_ 


) 
} © 


ne] of our Lord, ſince for the cure of your woun- 
des he accepted his. And though you be not to 
endure thelike for his ſake; yet letthemſerue 
you at leaſt to make you thanke him, and to | 
lament him, and to haue compatiion on him , 
ince your finnes,are they which placed him, in 
ſoe extreame diſtreſſe, Continue there , and 
paſle not on, with ſuch haſte as you would doe | 
by ſome il}-prouided country inne. They whee 
paſſed on by their owne way , shooke their heads and 
blaiphemed our Lord. But fixe you yourſelfe cloſe 
by the Croſſe, like that virgin-mother , and like | 
that belo#ed diſcple , and thoſe other holy woe- 
men, For they who runn ouer this foe great 
|bencfit, in ſuch haſte, doeneither vnderſtand | 
it, nor thankfully acknowledge it ; and there 
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ſtay notto looke, atleaſure, ypon this mighty 


remayne noe more with them , but the meere 


Infidells ) blaſpheme him for it ; becauſe they 


wonder of loue. - | 

- But the Chriſtian ,' who hath taken vp his 
lodging heere, ſayth , and that from his very 
hart, 1'v1s is my reft for ener, and for ener will I dwocll 
beere , becauſe I hane choſen it, And if the [pezſe, 
ſhall not remaine with, at leaſt , her hart nailed 
tothat (rcſſc, to which the body of herfellow- 
ſpouſe was nailed ; how will ſhce poſſibly bee 
able to cſcape tre name of vngratefull, and vn- 
kinde > There 5hall you finde remedye, againſt 


the poyſon of thoſe falſe prayſes, which men 


gue you, And you will profoundly bee alhamed 


| 


ſound thereof. And ſome ( that is ſuchas are |,,p, 19 
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it is copared with that which Chrilt our Lord, 


7 wrought ypon the Croſſe; yea, & cuen with that 


| which yourſelf, as you are, ought todoe, 
 Looke into this glalle, and you will eaſily 
be able todiſcernethe ſpots, which are in the 
| face of your ſoule. For when you haue beene 
the moſt mecke of all , if you compare that 
meek nes, with his your meekenes will be noe 
better, then meere wrath; and your obedience 
compared with his, will be very diſorderly; and 
your humility very proud, Yet the blind world 
will needes beleiue, that there are noe other fin» 
nes, but thoſe, whichit concciues to beſuch, 
Whereas the eyes of God are of another kinde, 
and he meaſures vs by another rule ; whereby 
' many times he findes that to bee faulty which 
ſcemed inthe eyes of men to bee cxcelletly,and 
c&pleatly. done, W hen therefore they {hall de- 
liner out any of theſe poiſoned, & ſmooth-lying 
prayſes, ſay you inſtitly in your hart, as S, Pave 


1 did, he whoiud-es me 15 our Lord, And make haite 


to.call to minde, how ourLord was proclaimed 
fora wicked perſon. And beſeech him , notto 
permitt that you be publiſhe( for one who 1s 


good , & be ſure you hould your togue, for our 
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EP: 53. 
toperceiue yourſelf, honoured, &proclaimedfor 
g00d, whe you ſec him, who indeede 1s good, & 
holy,to be proclaimed for wicked, & faiſe, The. 
re, thall you {ce, how little reaſon you haue, to 
think, that what you doeis vaworthy of eſtima- 
tion in any kinde;foraſmuch as concernes your | 
part thereof, fince it isfoe weake, &lame,when 
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ord will obſerue how the world goes.Naypro- 
cure you,& be carefull rhat when you aredeſpi- 


ſed, you may be very glad thereof, and perhaps 


our lord doth not now permit any body to giue 
not {trength wherewith to beare them. 
lord, mult receiue it, as he would doe {ome pre- 


thankes, And he mult yalew it more, then he 
would all the treaſures of the world, And be- 
cauſethereareſoe few whoeſteeme of thoſeRe- 
liques of the Croſſe as they ought, therefore our 
Lord oftentimes doth not impart them; whoſe- 
pleaſure is that they be honoured, and beloued, 
and borne with joy. And for this reaſon it is, 


for any of thoſe thinges, which he ſendes, 


our Lord isreſolued that it ſhall coſt youſome 
what, And it is hut reaſon that it doe foe, fince 


. 
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you ill words, becauſe he findes, that you haue | 
He who deſires atty part of the Croſſe of our 


tious Relique, with great reuerence, & giuing of 


/ 


that he leaues vs {till in our infancy , withour 
putting vs to thetaskes of men, But how much 
| more then, are we to blame, if we be drawne 
downe to impatience, or ſupertluity of ſorrow, 


Soe that if you ſhall carry a greatloueto tlc 
Crucifix, he will giue you a part of his Croſſe But 
then ſce,that you embrace it,as an enterpriſe of 
great honour, according to what heſayth tothe 
ſpouſe, Place met as a ſeale vpon thy hart: and vpon 
thine a» me ; for loue is flrong as death. And as for 
that paine whereinyou are, becauſe you may 
| not receiue the Body of our Lord inthe bleſſed | 
Sacrament, ſoe often as you would;be not trou- 
bled thereat. Forl haue aiready rould you that 


"I 


P- IE IE ——_— CZ... n 
T _ 
* > 
« 4 FP 
n IE hee Al a 7 — 
0 - - > wr te 43" avis SY. ns boon en 9s wy bot —_ - —_ - th 
== = en REG why —— x -—RnzL — CR — _ Tz 
ume _ on" 0s at —_— 


4! 4 

i (1Y 

k \ 440; 
Cant, 3, q. | 
rl! 


— - ow mndeyncy 
pg —_— —_— pc m—— 


Oe 0 PETE TIPS 7 PEER m_ 
——— I er EIEIeo-— WO retro —_ - —— Is _ _ _ 
IIS oEIooonnt 2 TE re ” 
"> rg I OI _ _ _ _— m—_ 
ons <_cm—nans —— _ ——_ _ — = 
- ay— Lev - err = < _ = boy —— _-_ < 


ig ym i 
i —_— - "> 5 « 
_ _ - as << CAC _—_—_———_y—- nr 
pn es _ | Ort - _ 


® 


"RT 


SPIRITVALL Ep. 53. 


ee do ana denier [OR EPR — —— rt. 
# . 


—_ 


| ke perhaps that by our Lords onely ſaying , Let 
' all ſonles ee mine, they inſtitly render themſelues 


_—_ 


| gained much in hauingdiſpoſed itſelfe,ro ſuffer 


| neflewith him, for if he ſay Tea, there is none 


| ines you a great deſire to communicate , pro- 
{| cure then to be, iuſt as if you were communtic# | 


KL 


it, it will not proue with bim ; butyer, if it 


that you haue not negotiated well, with our 


* . = - a A ' 
| hane given , if you had communicated Sar} 
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ourſoules coſt him ſoe much, Doe you thin-} 


into his hands. Doe youtbinke thatthe loue| 
which you carry to our Lord; & the dominion 
which heexerciſes ouer you coſt him but toyes? | 
I can afſure you it is not ſoe. But he ſhed his} 
bloud, as any flane might doe; vpon condition, 
that your ſoules might be his, and he yours, | 
Tuſt foe, muſt that ſoule doe ; which hath a 


minde to obtaine him ; that1s, it muſt {weate 


firſt, ir muſt weepe, it muſt importune ntim , it] 


muſt endure ill wordes, yea andalfoecuilldee- 
des atthe hands of others;yea and it mult ſeeme 
little to haue endured this, buronce. And if it 
be not put to endure them, at leaſt it ſhall haue] 


ſomewhat for him, & thus it proues, noe fruit- 
lefſe thing to ſecke God. Negotiate.your bult- 


who can hinder it, and if any body offer to doe 
chaunce to proue, you may conclude thereby, 
Lord.What {hall I ſay to you? Cry out louderto 


him:Follow my counſaile; and whenſocuer he 


ting indeed. And beſcech our Lord, Gnce he 1s] 
omnipotent, that he will o1ue you that, when 
you communicate !p1/111ally, which he would | 
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mentally, For ſoe, you ſhall bee pleaſing to his 
goodnes ; and he will not ſuffer you to goe 
empty from him, if you come well prepared, 
and it were not the worſe if it mightbetwo or 
three dayes before, Yett now you muſt not 
thinke; that you may therefore faile, to con- 
felle your linnes afterward, to your Ghoſtly 
Father, But till you haue meanes to declare 
them to him, I aduiſe, that you relate them to 
our Lord. And aboue all things , Keepe your 
hart int peace and conſerve yourſelf in the way 
of obedience, and humility, towards your Su- 
periours , and Prelates, For this is the way of 


— 


it not, Take courage to paſſe on,in your other | 
deuotions, For though, when you are inthem, 
youthinke you make noe profitt by them, I fay , 
you doe ; and afterwards you {hall taſte the 
fruite thereof, And our Lord will find a time 
to-looke back with pittye vpon ſuch as ſhall 
| [haue made much way after him. And one day, 
| of thoſe, when our Lord vouchſafes to looke 


| thoſe others, wherein we laboured to goe after 
>| [bim. The crowne is prepared for you in hea- 
el |uen, God willbe your detendour, and will not | 
- | [forget you. Perſeuer you in obedience, till you 
YU }ſee our Lord of all, Lords tn Syov, 1 beſeech him to 
s| | {make you dearly his; and that you may be kept 
n| | |fafe, and prouea ſaynt, Amen, 
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back ypon vs, is worth more then three, of | 


our Lord, and you mult take hecde you leaue | 
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| nor anſwear, This letter is written in ſuch| 
| [traytes of time , that I know not, whether | 
it can be good for any thing , or noe. I haue| 
| rejoyced much , that the 1nfant is weaned; 
| though ſome dye at that age; as not having 
| ſtrength , to cate the bread , with the ct, 
Burt ſince our Lord takes you, for a Childe of | 
| promiſe; as he did Iſaac, I hope in Ieſus Chriſt, 


| to ſinne, and your tempratians ſhall ſcrue 


a 
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A Letter of the Authour to a Ca- 
 uallier , a freind , and a Diſct- 
ple of bus. 
» OR what doe ſpurres ſerue , if the beaſt 
be ſo lazie,as Iam? And then adding to 


this theburden, which lyes vpon me , of litle 
health; it is no maruaile , if I neither write, | 


| 


—— 


that you willnotdye of it, though you ſhould 


vpon them ; as Chriſt our Lord, fedde vpon 
the wine, With myrrbe. 
God will deliger you from conſenting 


you , in ſteede of the torment of the Croſſe, 
for his glorie , who dyed vpon it. And 
though our enemies may bid vs come dow- 
ne, wewill rather chooſe to confeſſe Chriſt 
our Lord , by continuing ypon. it ; then to! 


[puzr_ouifelues into caſe , by denying him. 


be putt toeate ſtones; but that you will feede| 
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You are acquainted alreadie , with that ſupre- 
me omnipotent goodnelle of our Celeſtial! 
Father, whoſepower is ſuch, as to draw good 
out of euill, and heate out of colde. And the- 


| refore be not diſmayde, though you fce your- 
{elf abſent, from the prote&tion of your ſpiri- 
tuall Father, on earth; and though you finde 


barrennefle, where you expected plentie, and 


| aboundance, 
Bee nor afrayde to be alone with Chriſt 
|our Lord , not that you are to vnder=yalue 

| helpe, when it may bee had', by meanes of 


his ſeruants; but we muſt obey his ordinance, 


whenſoeuer he {hall be pleaſed , that we re- 


Be- 


maine in this world, without ſuccour. 


ſeruants. And*ifuch a man comes to learne, 


| by ſeing , how the ſoule is beloued. And 
thus it encreafes by that, by which it ſeemed, 
and'it was feared, that it would be dimini- 
{shed. And he findes ſociety, when heis alone; 
and he hath learnt to walke without a ſtaffe, 
though he be but weake; 


Let there be no want of care;toreceiue 


| that , Non ſum ſola , quia Pater mecum eſt, [ 
am not alone , becauſe my Father is. with me. | 
| Then , Faith beginnes to encreaſe, and Prayer 

| dilates. it ſelf by:Loxe; which is: ſett forward, 


| 


| 


cauſe our Lord is yſually wont in ſuch caſes | 
[to doe more viſible , and greater fauours, 1 
| mearatly, then he did before by meanes of his 


him ,, who is all oxr ood ; and be you euer | 
faying, and that withtruth: LoqrereDomine,quid * 
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Tere. 14. | 


1. King 


" 


| 


| 


4udit [eruns tuus \ Speake, Lord, for thy ſeruant bea-' 
res thee. Shutt vp yourſelf 1 in this caſtle of your 
hart, which, rhough it be as weake, as zlaſſe, 
yet be, who comes todwell there, will make it 
(0 ſtrone, that all thar,ſhall proue z{aſſe,which 
can aflzol [tit;andit fitſhallremaine more hr-' 
me, then heele, And for lacke of docing this, 
the ſouleis full of weakenelle, and it may ſay, 
| thar , Which is written : Diurſum eft cor eormn, 


| 


aunc "interns; Ther hatt 15 dmided , and they 
Shall ſtanily perish, 

There is no place ſecure, where your hart 
may reſt, but in that ferret: place of rerreate, 


ter, but Chriſt our Lord, 1anvis clanſis, the dot- 
res 'beiws shun, For if it departe from thence, it 
runnes as great hazard. , as ſome light youg 
mayde might doe amongſt dillolate men. And 
it ſome ;uſt puniſhment, were*'impoled, & well 
executed, for euery time , that the hart ſhould 


a very horſe, or mule will doe; Thoughindee 
deaman, who watches himſelf well, ſhall in- 
| antly be able to finde a punishmenrt, which 
| comes downe from heauen, vponthe very hatt 
itſelf , quando diligjt movere pedes » when it bath 4, 
minde to be eadding; and then that, which fol- 
lowes, is this : & Domino-won placwir, 


much pra&iſe, For afterward the hart will 


ſtay within, euen of it ſelf, though we open 


be eadding vpand Jowne the {treete , perhaps | 
| we ſhould takewaraing by ourſelues, as cuen 


This guift of recolleFion, muſt be gotten with | 


mt... —_ 


| 
| that molt hidden corner, where none can en- 
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and doe franckely ofter yourſelf to all afflic- | 
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the doore, toletitout; as a tame bird, wiil ſtay 
in a cage. And thisis the roote of all our ſpiri.. | 


tuall profitt , and at the feete of Chriſt our | 
Lord, we muſt haue it, if we meane, that it | 
| shall be twe profit, Chriſt Ieſus be with vs | 


all, Amen, 


A Letter of the Authour to # Ladie , encouraging 
her to fight the battatle: of our Lord. He Shewes | 
the ſubulty of the deuill, and how ſiyly he tempres 
foules with pride, © 


A ADAME , becauſe I concciue that you 
fight the combarts of Chritt our Lord, 


tion, ſo that he may raigne in your hart : all 
encouragement and afliſtance is, due to you, | 
from ſuch, as be theſeruants of God, who are 


{them entrins 


[the miſerie, which is growing towards him, 
that ſo he may amend, and avoyce it; and to | 


| ® 
For otherwiſe, as account shallbe demaunded 


commaunded to aduertile the wicked man of | 


encourage ſuch asaregood;and to goe foun- 
ding the trumpett before them, when they ſee 
g into the battaile; that is to fay, 
they are to ojve hart by the word of God, to 
ſuch, as they perceive to fight for his honour, | 


of them, for the wicked , whome they had not 


| 
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not encouraged, And ſo they should bepuni-. 
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| mation , and loue of ourſelyes. . The fool: | 


— 


[ 


{hed both for the enill, which were commir- 
ted by the one, and for the good, which-were 
omitred by the other. | 
Take youthcrefore hart, in that combartt, 
which the ancient Serpent makes againſt 
you, heprocuring, to diuide you from God, 
and you reſoluing to ſticke cloſe to him: you 


that a man ſerue God, by recolle&ing his eyes, 
by Keeping hlence, by praying , by linging |} 
the dune office, and the like; but to the bart | 
doth he conuey his poyſon; which is a certai- þ 
ne vaine kinde of complacence, or proper cſti-| 


virgins, Were VIFens - hut becauſe they bad no: 
oyte in their {ampes , they heard this ſad word 

out of the mouth of our Lard.- [n the word 
| of truth 1 ſay to you , that [ know you not» Now, | 
what 1s this lampe , but the bart £ and what| 
is this oyle , but the ſprrir of nuth , which| 
| Maintaynes and feedes it with good workes | 
if. we meane, thatthey ſhall indeede be good, | 
in the {ight of God 2 And what is this Spr- 
rit of truib., byt that , which makes a man} 
difpleating to himſelfe , and to ſeeme ill -in 


and foule , he may congxciue , that he is all 
vglic, and abominable, and that he is ama- 


| zed to conſider, how God canſuffer him vpon 
the earth? 


This is that truth, where in we mult ijue, 


mult be very watchfull; for his chicfe ayme, | 
| 1s attbe hart. And it troubles him not greatly, 


his owne eyes; and that from his very hart, | 


i 


EPTS.T LES: 
and without this , we line in lyes. And ſo- 
metimes , the' more yertue we thinke we 
haue , and the better we eſteeme ourſelues in 
healch, the more licke , and miſerable we be, 
through the want of this, For confiding in 
ourſelues, wethinke we are ſomewhat; whe- 
'reas indeede it is not ſoe, in his fight , who 
diſcernes our harts , and faith : Thos haſt the 
name of one , who lines , whereas indeede thou 


who falles not into publike ſinnes , which 
the world condemnes tor enormous, Bur if 
neuertheleſle, he fall into other linnes, which 
[are condemnedin the indgement of Almigh- 
[tie God ; for what doth it ſerue him , to be 
[abſolued by the world, when he is cenſured by 
{that iuſt Iudge? | 
The world , knowes not, how to holde 
that man for wicked, nor to puniſh him for 
ſuch, who onely hath a good opinion , and 
complacence in himſelf with pride, or at leaſt 
is not diſplealing to himſelf ; but in the iudge- 
ment of God, that man is held for proude, and 
blinde, whodoth nor, eucn ſ{tinke to himſelf, | 
as if he carried ſome dead dog, tyed to his noſe; 
and who hath not a profound internall ſha- 
me, in the fight of his Creatour; as heere men | 
|vſe to haue,, when they are preſented before ' 
ſome Ludge, hauing beene taken, in the miner, 

with enormous crimes. And if this pride arriue 

to bea morrall ſinne, rhendoth it wholy ſqua- | 


Ep. 54. 42 


art dead. He hath the name of one , that lines: | 


| 


re,&agree to him, which was ſaid before,io the ! 
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ſuytes with him but in parte. Thou haſt thu face 


{pott inaſoule, to be voyde of shame, as it is 
cuen exteriour ly, when women want it. 

The world condemnes not a man's conhi- 
dence in himſelf, nor the eſtimation ,'which he 
| may haue of himſelf, norareſolute will, which 
he may haue-to procure his owne contentimet, 
| But in the fizht of God, theſe and ſuch other 


things are g1 oat oriocs: , and they hinder ora- 


| ce, and our triendship ih him, ifhey be m»y- 


my and it they be but veniall , yer hy binder 


the profitt, \ fich we might make of theo gras | 


ce, we haue; andit deſtroyes all inward com- 
munication with our Lord, Thedeuill know- 
ing this, it HOT IN not much, thata ſoule 
may be aljue, after the large manner , If inte- 
riourcly, and ſpiritually i It be dead. And many 
times he procures nor, that ſuch a perſon may 
fall into apparant, and deformed linnes; for if 
he should comitr any ſuch, he would be much | 
confounded thereat, For, obſeruing , that he 
had done thivgs, which: euen, in : 5s eycs of 
the world were fo wicked, hc GRE take pe- 
nance to hart, and would be diſpleaſing to 
himſelf, in his very ſoule; and ſo would mende. 


——_ tC. 


\But the deuilldefires to holde him tyed faſt vp, 


inadeepe interiour blindeneſle, and ſo keepes 
him ſafe for himſelf , without inducing bim 
to committ other innes. For if he fell into 


perſon of God ; and if it be bur veniall , this 


of 4 barlott ,, and hnowelt not , what belongs to the 
*| haning of in chame, Now it is an ill fauoured 
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[them aiſo, he would peraduenture giue ouet 


; 2 
both the one, and the other, and ſo eſcapeput 
of his hand,. ___ 7 


| confulion of yourſelf, inthe high prefence of | 


| cuen of thoſe things , which'in the fight of 


| rerraites and darke holes thereof, and finde 
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You therefore muſt beſure, to carry yout 


* I 
eyes open, ypon your owne hart ; and when | 


you finde not there a profound contempt. and 


Almightie- God :be you well affared, that you 
are farre from knowing yourſelf ; and thar 
you haue yet, no other eyes , but of flesh and 
bloud; and no true celeſtiall light ar all, For 
this light ſearches into the moſt hidden- cor- 


ners, and makes the ſoule highly ashamed, | 


worldly eyes, will ſeeme to haue beene well 
done, After this shame, teares of griefe and | 


the {oule 15 vw holy, and abſolutely made ſubiect | 
to God, & to cuery creature for his ſake, Now, 
when this is wanting , all things goe after ano- 


onely skinned. And inthat caſe, we muſt call 
vpon our Celeſtiall Phifition, & not giueouer, 


{ thread of light, whereby toenter, and ſee the 


| her faultes euen in thoſe things, which haue 
 apparance to be welldone, 

| Our Lord dothnot inſtantly imparte this 
| guift; but when himſelf is beſt pleaſed to doe 


true humility are wont to growe ; whereby | 


ther fashion, and the wound is not cured, but | 


- 


till, by litle and litle, we may gett ſome {mall | 


| 


it. And inthe meane time, let vs know, that 
| we mult be ſure, not to putt confidence in our 
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f his , which was pierced by a launce, Amen, 


owne workes ; and if yet this-vertue be now 
wanting-to vs, Jet vs confide in our Lord, 


| that he will beſtow it vpon vs, in his good ti- 
me. For 
| 4 ſtone to by. , who Shall demaunde bread; and that 


L > 
____ 


that promiſed hat be will not gue 


aur Father of heanen , will give 4 good ſpirit to ſuch 
45 acke it, I beſeech him to be your light, that 


ſo you may know him , to honour him; and 


that you may know yourſelf, to deſpiſe your- 
ſelf. And departe you , wholy from yourſelf, 
that you may be wholy ſubieQ to him. You 
muk alſo confider, that you muſt not want ſo- 
me bodie, ceuen heere on earth , who may call. 
you to an account, therefore ſoc you gett great 
ſtore of ſanctity againit the time, when you 
ſhall goe into another world. And, inthe mea- 
ne while, beſure, there be nothing in you, for 


which it may importe me to chide you; and for} 


which you may haue reaſon to be athamed , as 
hauing beene-a cauſe of payne to vs both, 
Chriſt our Lord keepe you euer, inthat {ide of 
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D Oc nor, Sir, I beſeech you, conceiue anie 


P_—_ 


| that in a matter of more importance I wall has 


\ diſconfidece, es of the beneftts which| 


_- 


buſineſſe, were the worke of our hands, or the 


A Letter of the Authour to a certaine 
| - Preacher, againſt the temptation of 


we entoy in Chriſt our lord. 


vakindenelle atmy ods, but forgiue me. 
42S S, Paul faith; lince God bath forgiuen the of- 
fences, which we haue committed agatfnſt him, 
You now alreadie , how full of faults I am, 
which might ſuffice 1 ro make anie man fayle in | 
the ſeruice, which he owes, Sometimes I haue 
wanted a meſſenger, as I did, where I haue bee- 
neof late, and Toe yet remaine; Forif no bode 
bring me ocd of ane, I. Low not, where I 
am to ſecke him. I beſeech you, Sir, beleiue, 


loue enough for the doeing you ſeruice, 
Y 4 hotde this diſtruſt of Saluation , to which | 
yourell (ne, you are ſubiect, for a moſt plaine 
temptation, Nay , I holde 1t, nor onely to be 
| certaine, bur [oeriah alſo. For ir deſerues no 
better name, thenthar, if it will not be diſchar- 
ped , by the conſideration of thoſe benefits, 
which we poſleſle in Chriſt our lord , as if this 


| rewarde of our meritts; and not by the grace of | 
God, through Teſs Obrf You mull therefore Ku 
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| enlarge your litle hart , rowards the immenſe 
neſle of thatloue, wherewith the Father gaue 
vs his Sonne, and with him, gaue vs himlelf, | 
_ | andthe Ho!ic-Ghoft, and all things. Recciue this 
{ | grace, with gluing of thankes, and enioy you 
God, ſince he beſtowes himſelf ypon you, And} 
| if your demeritrs fright you , remember , that 
| one of the benefitts, which the Father impar- 
testo ys tn Chriſt our lord; is the payement of 
| our debts: and the {weetening, and appealing | 
of that wrath , which our finnes deſerved. | 
| | Why doe youdoubt of a pardon, fince you 
| doubt not of that P4ſNon , which he endured for | 
.Pez.2.] our {innes? Whar doth it profitt you, to Con- 
 fefle, that Chriſt our lord dye for vs ( he who | 
| wÞv luſt, for vs, that were vnimſ}) if you beleiue 
' not, that his death killed our finnes : and now, 
If they be dead, why do you fearethem ? For 
| £xod. | the Children of [ſracl, whome our lord. crew 
| t5- | out of Eeypr, ſeing that their enemies were | 
1 | drowned ia the ſea, did not feare , but ſung 
praiſes to our lord : taking occaſion thereof, | 
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O | 
| from thoſe very enemies, who had perſecuted | I |, 


| them before ; and whome formerly they had | 
feared. And though we haue not fo aſſured 
| Faith, that our finnes are pardoned , as we are 
| ſure, thatour lord, dyed for them , ( becaule| 
| { we do not ſo certainly knoxy , that his merits 
are applyed tovs) yet the new hart, which God 
| cane vs, when he called vs to himſelf, may be 
a good ligne of his fricndshipp , and pardon, 
whereby we may well hope that our {1nnes alſo | 


— 
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| £# 
| his loue, asthe loue of a Father tovs, nay well | 
|betaken for a particular aſſurance , that inthe 


{{ince inour harts, weeſteeme him as our Father, 
| For 1t is blaſphemie to afhirme, thatI louing | 


[Dy his hand, 


|the.Throneof God. 
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| had orcater impediments to be well with God, 


are forgiuen, And beſides that ſpirit of being his 
children , which he gaue vs, when he imparted | 


hart of God, we are eſteemed as his {onnes, 


God, he should not loue me: ſince that loue 
wherewith I loue him, is neuer given me, but 


I beſcech you, thinke not of our lord , with 

ashort hart, & a ſtraite , butin great belcite of 
his goodnefle , as we are commaunded, And 
caſt yp your eyes, to that ſigne of our ſaluation, | 
Chriſt our lord; who is the aſſurance of our 
hope; and who is ſo acceptable to his Father, 
and by whoſe participation, we are alſo made 
acceptable to'him, and we haue affurcd hope, 
through hjs þloud, to enjoy etcrnall life, before 


- 


( 


. Andifit ſceme to you; that your workes are 


thinke ſo ſtill, But whatxeaſonis this, why you | 
{Should looſe your confidence 2 By Chriſt our 


him we are conſerued ip his friendshipp, We 


— 


when, we were ſubieCt to our linnes, before we 
| knew God : then now we haue, by the defets, 
into which we fall, Sothat, if our former fin» 
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weake ,-avd poore , it is reaſon you should | 


lord , wewere made freinds of enemies; and by | 


neg, could not hinder that grace , Which was | 
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our lord; much 


alias. he ore we atom. 


communicated to vs in Criſt 
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leſſeshall our preſent faults, be able to breake | 
| of this triendshipp, we being now incorpora- 
| tedin Chriſt, who is beloued by his Father, 

A good thing it is for ys to feele our pouer- 
tie, andmiſerie : but yet it muſt be with condi- 
tion , that withall , we beleiue highly of the 
1 bountie, and riches of the mercie of God, And 
FE: let vs glorifye his goodneſle in our wickednef- 
| | ſe: ſince with ſo much loue he tolerates his chil- 
| dren, who are ſo faultie, ſo weake, and fo mi- 
ſerable. Why should you depriue God of the 
 8lorie, to haue great latitude of love towards his 
, children? For by reaſon of the faith, and lone, 
1 which wee carrie to his ſonne, he hath patience, 
' with the faults, which we committ; when once 
we haue beyailed them, and done ttue penan- 
ce fot chem, © © ' -* 
| - Beleine therefore now at length, that as the- 
re is goodnefſe enough in God , to make you 
4 \ loue him : ſo there is meritt enough in Chriſt our 


| i O, | | | gf Nn 
} | you haue recejued, as alſo for the'pardon of | 


thoſe errours, which you daily commitr, And | 
be daily accepting of all good occalions , and | 
fight the warres of our lord with ioy : as that T#- | 
| das Machabers did, And God giuing you, that | 
which hegiues, you may bope, you shall enloy | 
| bis kingdome , though perhaps you may be purt 
to ſuffer in temporall fire , for the hay , and firaw, | 
and wood , which $hall be found in your ſoule: 
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| lord}'tomake you bebeloued for his ſake : and | 
live you with gratitude, for the benefits, which | 


| Be you cuer breathing more and more towards 
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| without diſmay : nor will you perceiue, that 
[you are greatly beloued by our lord, Andthen 
proceeding after ſuch a manner as that , how 


1 | | i 
| | will you be able roſeruc him, and giue guſt, to. . i 
| | his bolie fpirit, which is dwelling in you, Forthis I: || 

ſpirit is chearefull ; and wechecke 1t, by our ans | [: | 


t I | guisb, anddiſmay : againſt which S. Paul thus | ; il 
| dilwades VS; ſaying. T hat we muſt not contriſtate $ | {\ 
the bolie ſpirit of our lord, The ſumime of all is this, [| | 
|that you muſt know, and conſider your faults: ji 
and that they muſt_ ſceme' very great 1n-your i! 
eyes: and yourmult bewaile and lamente them | |! 

| by Confeſ$10n and Penance; But'y. et {till you mult | | il 

| conſider, that thoſe benefitts:, which wepoſleſ- W 
ſein Corift our lord, are greater: by reaſon whe- [. | 

q: || 


— In 


reof, you muſt confide yourſelf to be beloued: 
andyou muſt doe it with much than kefullneſle. 
| [| And if God doe no more , but continue that to | 
|| you, which you haue alreadie , cuen that may | 
| [| fuffiſe, as hath becne ſayd, to make you hope 
| I] for eternal life, 
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| A Letter of the Authour to an afflited woman, He 
declares , that: afflitions come enter through the 


fault of the partie, or elſe for tryall, anil bow one 
8510 carrie himſelf in tribalation. 


; A eyerwith you, Amen, The true loue, whe- 
rewith I lone you in leſus Chrift, hath cauſed ſo 
great Compaſſion inme towards you, inreſpe&t 
of what you: ſuffer, that it hath moued me to 
writethisletter ; with deſire, that it: may ſerue 
you to ſome purpoſe. I know not, my good 


| ſiſter, whether I shall putt you into anie com- 


fort,or rather;whether I shall not helpe you to 
| weepe. Nor doe-I know ; whether or no , 1 


| haue, is good, andthatyou areto carrie it with 
ioy ; and that I should not graunt, that itis ill, 
dure ſuch accidents, as this, there are alſo very 


it be a ſigne of loue, to others it is aneffeft of 


the wrath of God, Our lord punishes ſome by 


theſe meanes, and to others , who deſerue no 
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T He grace and peace of our lotd Teſws , be | 
\ 


chouldtell you , that the trouble, which you | 


as it ſeemes to you, and that as ſuch you areto 
| fly from it. I ſee , that if manie good men en- | 


1 mien , who endure the ſame, Andif to ſome, | 


punishment, he ſendes them as tryalls ; and he |* 
'preſentes them with an occaſion of meritt, And 
| though the thing , which you endure , may | 
| _ ' proczedefromeither of theſe two cauſes; yet I 
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land much wickedneſle; how much more muſt 
[you doe ir, who know yourſelf to be farrefrom | 


[fanCirie and ſo full of finne? © g 


4- 


ifthar fadlt may well be accounted light, ve ich 
deferues ſo heatiie' a' punishment. For if the 


[that theſe fruits orowe from this roote , 
[medic muſt be , 
lhaue done anie ching , for which you may Fog 


|eſteeme your caſe ts be ſo much rhe worſe, 


\tes, you can diſcerne none. 
ſincethe blow is come , humble | 
[yourſelf viider the mithtie band of God : as kno- 
wing, that you are worthie of greater torment. 
|Beſeech him, to haue mercie'on you , 


[Haue Giined, and anieputtishment, how: charp 
|| focuer, is in iſh, roo light for me: confide- | ; 


Fed to vtthich me; hereI am, extende the hand, 
; jo lord , diſcharge the blow : Curr; burne , 

TK: ohely vpertnitt not, that 1 be ditided, and. 
driven away ' from thee, Tf | hane linned, lernot 


— _ , 
k EZ 


FEPISTLES. 


Poor ſore ; that you perſwade Toarſalr, | i$ 


at 3 3s not” (> likelie to be a proofe of your 
yertues, asthe punishment of ſome light fault, 


[faints themſelues aknowledge, that theres no 
[goodnefle ; in thernſclues., bur manie faultes, 


And now, if you holde it for more probable 
; the re- 
that you Examine well, if y ou | 
ſerue puriichment. And know :; that for the 
moſt parte, it viesto be ſemelirle duſt of yaine-' 
elorie: and if you ſee nor the true reaſon of ir, 

when not withitanding you are fo full of faul- 


But now , 


'hecaſt you votoffrond himſelf; Say: . Olotd Fl 


Ting the oreatneſſe of my (i fin nnes. If thou be plea- 
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and that, | 
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— for more then thar 


thy punishment be, to ler me {1nneanie more, 


for the naturall punishment of afault, is 


i 


| 
| 


4 


| 


| 


; 


{rhechilde of God , and none of them, who are} | 


| as he hath done, you would perhaps haue fallen 
| into ſome parte of Lucifer's pride , which had 
| beene infinicely worſe : and therefore hath he 


|fauour , and be happic in that you haue his} 


payne, 
and not a ſecond fault, 2 
But now-neuertheleſle , I would not, that 
by your thinking your faultes, to haue beene 
the caule of your crofles, you should diſcom- 
fort yourſelf , and be fo farre diſmayed, as to| 
make you fall, and that as by ſome precipices 
intodeſpaire. Idefire, onthe one fide, that you 
humble yaurſelf , belciuing that your finnes| 
haue deſerued them, and ow the other (de, that if 
you be comforted by remembring, that you are 
forgotten, fince y our father hath becne carefull 
to correct you as a childe , for feare leaſt elſe} 
you would have beene worſe; And belejue me 


in one thing , though I be no Prophet, chat if | 
our lordin his mercie, had not humbled you, i 


| kept you ſo humble , that you neither date, nor 
eucr ſo muchas can, holde vpyour head. | 
Giuethankes therefore to our lord for this 


grace. But alreadieI know, you will ſay thus to 
me: if I could be ſure , that I were his childe, 
and not his enemie : and that this vere the cor-| 
rection ofa father , and notthepunishment of a| 


> 


'that I were in his favour, what could I wishF 


 Iudge : If I could perſwade myſelf outright, 
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rily beleive, that 
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valelle ic might be hcil, there 15not fo wickeda | 
creature, as lam, to be found : and how then 
can I poſleſle ſuch a thing as grace ? This life | 
of mine, is not a life of the ſonnes of God : but |, 
| itisalife, or to ſpeake more truly, it 1s a verle |, 
| death of the damned, Tron 
O my good ſiſter, if you know the guift of | 
God, and iv hat kinde of people they are, who | 
tor the moſt parte are purt to ſuffer ſuch things, 
as theſe: you would perhaps reioyce. If I ſaw, | 
| that the ehemyes onely of God , did endure 
| them, infallibly I should be much attlicted : buc 


w 


< | | Ifinde, that his beſt friends are tempted in this j 
1 | kinde : and why then should I not be com- | | | 
| | forted thereby: 2 Iob the holie man, ſaw him- [fob. 7. | | 
e || | {elf oneday info ſadacaſe, that he ſayd: I have | || 
if | deſpaired, Such things had paiſed in his hart, | | 
1, © | that he ſeemed to be fallen into deſpayre. But | || 
aff | totheende, that we may fee, that indeede he | f 4 
dj 41d nordefpaire , he inſtantly goes to aske mer- 1 
ef} | cie: and he, who askes mercie, deſpaires not. | | | 
x |. Dauid fayd , .as we all know , that God | p/al. | | 
| bad caſt him cleane out of his febt, and that he ſaw | 30. | | 
is | | himſelf conered with obſcuritie, and darkeneſſe, and | | || 
is | | ennironed even by the ſorrowes of death, and the dan= i 
of | 2er of hell. And heſayth, that fuch things hap- 
- || pened-to-him, as no man will ynderſtand , but | | 
= | he, through whoſe hart they had paſled. 1 -..- 
all I will omitt the tribulations of S. Paul, þ 
, | | which were cauſed by Satan, and which made, | 
hf | him hang downe the head ; for of theſe you] 
rt} | Rane heard many other times. In the lives of ' 
b _ ae oy 
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thoſe holie F athers, I hauc read manie things, 
which I ſhould neuer haue beleined, ifthe Au- 
thour were.not a man of much TT 
Andeuen, at-this day, weheareand ſee ſtrang 
things, which arriue to certaine deuout per- | 
| ſous, ind ſeruants of our Lord; and he hath | 
drawen them out of theſe temptations, with 
creat ſpirituall gayne, Whereby we gather:that 
amaniniiich caſes;, muſt, like Abfaham , be. | 
 leiuethat, which: he ſcesnot; and hope, Cucn | 
againſt hope itfelf,. 

Tell me, my g good Siſter, haue you ſeene 
theſe. potters neate their Ghmdes:! 2: Hane you 
70s that ſmoake whichis ſo:thicke & black? 
| Ehat kindling of fyre,and cuen thereſemblan- 

! ceof hellir ſelf, hich paſles there? who -rR 
; beleiue, but that the potts, which ſtand t! 
j| \ within, :oeoutld be mouldred euen to duſt , go 
| the rage of that fyre 2 Or that at leaſt they 
would not grow to _ as fowleaspitch, by the | 
| eroſfenciſe of the ſmoake? And yet, when thar | || 
| furicis palt, and the firequenched , and the ti- | 
| me come, whep they vnfurnace the potts, you | 
ſee, that chough they were ſoft , and made. of | 
| durt , they come forth as hand) as ſtone ; and || 
they, who formerly were fo very browne ſhew | y 
themſclues as white as ſnow; and ſo.neate and || tr 
| daintie otherwiſe, that they become the rable | ['w 
| | of kings, _ 
Rom, 9] 'We are eallebhes $. Paul, by the name of | [by 
potts of clay, and certaineiy with grearrcaſon; jm 
| fince weare {© ſoft, and weakei in ſuffering rhe | 
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knockes of affliction, Make account, that you 
| alſoarc ſome poore litle pott, & that they haue 
| putt you outto bake; For you were {o weake, | 
[as that you could not well retaine, and conſer- 
|uetheliquour of s Jrace, which was infuſed into 
| you by Almightie God. 


| 


you mult haue patience. They haue truſt you 
jznto the furnace of tribulation. Endure now 
[choſe fyres, thoſe foggye flames, andrhoſcob- 
ſcurities and by conhding in the wiſedome | 
and zoodneſſe i our oood potter , you jhall 
not be turned into athes, which may be carried | 


ther you ſhall become hard , in being able to 
{uffer; that ſo, rhoughyou ſhould fall, you may 
not by cake: yourſ If. Xa ou ſhall be alfo pur- 
ged from _ diſgr ) fol} colour, which befo- 
reyou had; and foally you ſhall be made fitr, 
afnd capable to be a vellell of honour, and to th 
fſerued vp to the table of Almightie God. Pro- 
cure, not to come broken ojt of the furnace, 
[leaſt they caſt you heere, andrhexe, as a thing 
| of nothing, Thoſe potts are onely broken, 
| which looſe their patience in the furnace of 


a_— 


| will be ible tocome forth, without any hurr, 


| Duſineſſe will be at an ende. Be not you diſ- 
| Mayde, how buſicſoeuer thedeyill be. Let him 


They will bake you, my good Siſter, and | 


away by the winde , nor disfigured by anie MT | 
marke, which may be putt ypon you; but ra- | 


tribulation; bytI confidein our Lord, that you 


Suffer now a litle, for quickly the whole | 


| |perſecure you as much as hewill, but confide | 
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| 

| Exod, 
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{you in God, It is a ſione, thatthe deuill hath no Mc 


| our Lord hath promiſed you ; and now behol- 


| 


| his kingdome, ſince he hath diſpatchedſo ma- 
| ny ſquadrons of armed men after you, 


——_ 


parte in you, ſince he followes youſo hard. For | 
it he had you in his hand, he would not follow 


you. It isa ligne, that you are departed out of 


You are paſling out of the darkenefle of 
Egypt, that you may goe to the land, which 
de, how Pharao followes you, with his whole | rc 
armie., You finde all wayes {hutt-vp againſt y 
you, The redd fea is before you, and your ene-Iilll y 
mies are behinde you; and you finde not anie||ſſtt 
meanes, whereby to eſcape. But feare not;haue i} tc 
2ood hope, and you ſhall fee the wonders, ji p: 


| which our Lord will worke. Our Lord will} fu 


fight for you ; and you ſhall but holde your ſe: 
peace. Our Lord will open a way for you, || di 


 throughthe midſt of the ſea, The waues the-Þ|re 
| reof ſhall ſerue you fora wall , both on rhe {ti 
right hand, and on theleft; and you ſhall paſle, JÞ|re: 
without fo 'much as wetting your foote, ||| 2c 
through the mid{t of your tribulations , and | ve 


temptations, whereas your enemies ſhall be ſan 
drowned therein. | be 
Doebut conceiue, what ioy that will be, 


| when (all the people of God , being paſſed Jou 
through the dangerous ſea of this world ) rhe| wh 


moſt Bleſſed Virgin Marie ( who was figured 11 bh 
the perſon of that other Marie the ſiſter of | f 
Moyſes ) ſhall beginne to fing that Canticiec of tio 


| ſogreat triumph; and whenyou in companic B/! 
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| of other Virgins {hall anſwear her, | 


| And to the ende, that y OUINAY be yer More 


comforted, know from ime, that you haue no 
| cauſe of any ſcruple; for your caſe 1s rather,that 
| you ſuffer torment, thenthat you comitt finne, | 
For ſo that you conſent not freely to thoſe | 
temptations , nor delight yourſelf in thoſe 
thoughts , which the deuilloffers ; and defire - 
not, for your parte, ſo much as to thinke the- 
reof, what cauſe of ſcruple can you haue? And 
you ſhallbcleiue me, asa man , who knowes 
your conſcience well, that how ſocuer you may | 
thinke, that you haue given conſent ; it is but 
feare, which makes you thinkeſo; as it hap- 
penstothem, who are ficke of feauers, or be 
ſubie& toany ſtrong paſſion, Let this ſerue to | 
| excuſe you, for that which is paſt ; but not. to 
I diſcharge you from being diligent in the futu- | 
If re. And though ſome litle thing should haue 
{tucke to you , and though you had ſuffe- 
e, [red ſome light hurt, yer lo long as you render 
e, | 
id ||| very wounds, which haue beene receiued by 
e | anic manat armes inthe ſeruice of a king, haue 
{ beautie and glorie in his ſight. 
Ye.| The benefit, and meritt, which you draw 
ed Jout of the victory, is greater then the prejudice, | 
he which you ſuffer jn theconfli&, and therefore 
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not, nor yeilde yourſelf to be overcome, the | 
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Be not decelued in | 
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they are of his ſpeaking, and images of his re-' | 
preſenting. Beholde you all that bufineſle aga -| 
'- | thing belonging to others, and wherewith | 
you haue nothing to doe. And carrie yourſelf | 
| tuft ſo; as you would doe, when' you shoild | 
| heare a man blaſpheme , or ſptake anie other. | 
fowledeformed wordes ; for which, though Þ 
you would be much n paine, in regarde of th © j 
offence, which thereby is done to Almightic |} 
God; yerin fine, it would beakinde of coms } 
 fortin ſome reipe&@to you, when you ſaw, thar | 
it wasnot you, who offended him. 

Lett it grieue you, that the deuill doth } 
both ſay, and doe fo like hifmfelf : and ler it | 
comfort youto confider, that it is not you, but 
he, andthathe will ſmart for it. S. Paul ſaith; 
chat he gloried in his afflictions, &tribulations:'| 

becauſe the vertue and ſtrength of Chriſt our | 
Lord, shined more therein. on 
| My good Siſter , if indeede you loue Chrift | 
'our Dord , you will reioyce, for that glorie, | 
(hich he oathers from your infirmity. Doth it| 
{not ſceme to you, that God shewes his ſtrength 
in'you, ſince by the weakeneſſe of a poore mi-] 
ſerable woman, who is ihdeede but a very chil-} 
|de,andafick creature,and akinde of nothing, 
he ouercomes the ſtrength , and courage of | 
thoſe\nfernallpowers? Will not you berhen| 
content'to be afſaulted , vpon condition , tht | 

Chriſt our Lord may beglorificd? Yes cert#!-| 
|}, know you will, and that moſt wilfngly-I 
_.._- Nor can belejuelefle of that charitie, W hieb4 
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+ | youcarrie,that our Lord may be pleaſed tofer- | 
| ue hitnſeIfof you, whether itbe in-proſperitie, * 7 
- Joraduerſity, inſweeteor bitter, by way.cither a 
+ | of loue , or greife, citherin peace, or warre.} 
Our Lord is pleaſed now, thatyou ſerue him |. 

' | inwarre,and yndertheincommodities of hea- 
' {.te, andcolde, with your weapons by your fide, | 
both day and night : being content with bre- | 

| ken ſleepes, and being ſubieto {urpriſes,as if 
Y | youſtand vpon the toppeof a pike : yea and | 
J |( though it will affli& you moſt) yourmuſt | 
contente yourſelf to befarre abſent from your 
. ] king, -Bur after this ſeaſon, there will eome |. 
another, and our Lord willcommaunde, that | - 
| you ſhall ſerue him in Hig banketting-houſfe, 
| where you shallenioy as much, as you cande- | 
fire. Inthe meanetime, youshall ioyein this, 
Y | that youaredocing him ſeruice. And I beſeech 
SY [him to ſtrengthen your ſoule, that ſo it may be 
| able co fight the bartailles of our Lord,andto: 
| tnake you a conquerour therein, that ſo you 
| may deſerue that Crowne of glorie, which he 
hath promiſed to ſuch, as ouercome, Amen, 
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